
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ Year B: 5 - 6 June 2021 
 

Readings: Exodus 24:3-8; Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 
 

The Gospel for today’s feast reminds us that we are in a “covenant” relationship with our God. We renew that covenant 
in every celebration of the Eucharist. The Israelites of old sealed their covenant with God in animal sacrifice, a practice 
we may wish to critique, and in the celebration of a meal (Exodus 24:1-12). The blood of the slain animal was sprinkled 
on the altar and on the people. The people knew that blood signified life: if blood spilled out then life spilled out. The 
altar signified God. The sprinkling of the blood denoted their shared life with God. They were called to be holy as God 
is holy. The symbolism of the Jewish covenant ritual informs today’s Gospel story of Jesus’ final Passover meal with 
his disciples. Through the actions and words of Jesus, the bread broken and shared becomes his body broken and 
“given” for them. The sharing of the cup of wine becomes their sharing in the life of Jesus “to be poured out for many”. 
Bread and wine in this context have taken on a new meaning. 
 

While all analogies fall short, we might begin to understand this mystery by considering the Eureka flag. The flag is 
constructed of fabric and thread. It is presently on loan from the Ballarat Art Gallery to the Eureka Centre and 
protected with the utmost care. Because of its associations with the Eureka rebellion and what Eureka stands for in 
Australian history and folklore, it carries the story that informs its creation as well as all the goodness of its fabric and 
thread. It has acquired multiple levels of meaning. 
 

Through the actions and words of Jesus, the bread and wine of the Eucharist have likewise come to signify something 
entirely new along with all the goodness of their materiality. They are Life for us, the shared life of the Risen Christ. 
We are called to bring that life to others, to give life for the sake of the many. Reading the passage in the context of 
Mark's gospel provides some insight into how we might do this. The eleven preceding verses recount stories of 
contrasting responses to Jesus as he faces his final days: temple authorities plot to destroy him; an unnamed woman 
“breaks” an alabaster jar and “pours” the healing perfume on his head, thus anointing his body “for burial” by means 
of a “eucharistic” action; Jesus declares that what she has done will be told “in remembrance of her”; a close friend 
seeks to betray him.  
 

Betrayal and rejection are ever present possibilities even in Eucharistic communities. We are all too aware of this as 
we endeavour to address the consequences of child sexual abuse. We need to learn from the other possibility 
presented to us in this context, namely that of pouring out the healing perfume of compassion and love. Our “pouring 
out” at this time might include sharing vaccines with countries that cannot afford to buy them. 
 

 
Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 

 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 12 and 13 June 2021 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time B 
 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
 Mark 4:26-34 
 

 

Thought for the Week 
“The Christian's hope comes primarily from the 
fact that he/she knows that the Lord is working 
with us in the world, continuing in his Body 
which is the Church - and, through the Church, 
in the whole of humankind - the Redemption 
which was accomplished on the Cross and 
which burst forth in victory on the morning of the 

Resurrection ” (Pope St Paul VI in 1971) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:    9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
    5.30pm……..…..Mass St Pat’s 
    6.30pm………….PPC Meeting 
                 

Tuesday to Saturday: 7 am Mass St Pat’s 
 
Tuesday   9.30am…….….Faith Education 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
 7.00pm………….School Board 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
    10.00am…………Open Door    
 

Friday:  9.00am……………Mass STM 
 9.00am……Parish Playgroup 
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June 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

A Welcoming Community: 
Our Parish Mission and Vision Statement describes our Parish 
as a “welcoming people of faith”.  We welcome all who come 
to be part of our community, particularly extending that 
welcome to young families with children – we are committed 
to the safety and wellbeing of children in this community and 
want children to know the welcome of our loving God through 
the warmth with which they are received and accepted here. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online internet banking contributions:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 
school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 
children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices.  For 
enquiries, please call Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 
https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Sychar (House of Spirituality and Prayer): 
Please see the flyers on the Noticeboard about Ongoing 
Sessions being offered in Term 2 2021 at Sychar (House of 
Spirituality and Prayer), 69 Margaret Street, Toowoomba.  
Sychar also has a library with books and other spiritual 
materials.  For more details, please contact Sr Elaine by phone 

0458 020 906 or email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 
23rd June 2021.  Please pray for the children and their families.  
Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by 
email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The theme of this year’s appeal is Homelessness.  By the end 
of June homelessness is set to increase by as much as 3.6%.  
Sadly, children make up 27% of people experiencing 
homelessness.  Envelopes are available at the back of the 
Church. 
 
   

 

  

Our New Parish Leader: 
As announced at Mass last weekend, John Briffa will be our new 
Parish Leader following on from Michael who is retiring at the 
end of June.  John will join us from the weekend of 19 and 20 
June and will be commissioned at the beginning of July.  We 
look forward to welcoming John who is a local person and 
whom some of you may already know. 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: Facebook or 
YouTube or Website 
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
Will be held on Tuesday 22 June at 9.30am at St Thomas 
More’s.  All welcome.  There will be no Anointing Mass at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on that day.    Please think about anyone 
you may be able to assist with transport so that as many as 
possible may experience the blessings of this healing mass.  
(Please note that it is on Tuesday, not Wednesday as we have 
advertised the last couple of weekends – apologies for any 
confusion.) 
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 
A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for 
people who have experienced the loss of a loved one, will be 
held at the Blue Care complex, Toowoomba in July. The free 
program runs for two hours each week for eight weeks and 
provides information, practical advice, and effective coping 
skills, as well as social and emotional support. This is a small 
group program and registration is essential. Please contact 
Margaret Spinks by phone: 0491 071 787 or send an email to 
bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for more 
information. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 

Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen Brian Swords, 
Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don 
Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Dawn Stark, Rod Wilson, Tim Erbacher, 
Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of Christine 
Prescott), Catherine Dormer, Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan 
Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey, 
Irene Earsman, Pat Carey, John Zeller, Sister Dorothy Bayliss 
RSC, Helen Finlay.  We remember all who are ill with the 
Corona Virus.  
Anniversaries:  Fr Charles Casey, Beryl Lobo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving 29th/30th May 

Planned 811.50 

Loose 291.05 

Pay Point 70.00  

D Debits 986.50 
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60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s School 

 

Last year we celebrated the 60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s Parish.  This year the St Thomas More’s 

School is celebrating their 60th Anniversary.  The celebrations will mostly be happening towards the end of 

this term (Term 2).  In planning for the celebrations, the school have been working with us to find opportunities 

to be able to celebrate with the Parish.  As we were not able to celebrate our 60th socially last year because 

of COVID-19 restrictions, the planning of events for this year has included adding in a social occasion.  The 

key date to put in your calendars is Saturday June 19 – a date when we are invited to participate in a couple 

of special events.  The events are ticketed and you will need to book your spot via TryBooking (familiar to us 

from the Christmas Masses of 2020 and the Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies of this year). The School 

Community are advising that spaces are limited and they are encouraging us to get in fast.   

60th Anniversary Mass: Saturday June 19th 4:30 pm – School Sport Centre 

Come along and celebrate 60 years with the parish and school with a special Mass in the School Sports 

Centre. Tickets for this event are free.   

Mass Link … https://www.trybooking.com/BRNQY  

(Please note: this will be the Vigil Mass on 19 June.  You will need to book in if you wish to attend.  There will 

be no 6 pm Mass in the Church on that evening – notices have been put up at the Church doors as a 

reminder). 

60th Anniversary Bush Dance: Saturday June 19th 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

Come along and dance the night away with the Band o’ Coots at the Parish Hall. Tickets cost $40 and include 

the cost of the dance as well as dinner and dessert from the fabulous Chef’s Lab Food Truck.  

Bush Dance Link …  https://www.trybooking.com/BRNRJ   

 

Also, during the following week, the last week of Term, the School will be conducting a number of celebration 

events for the children as part of the 60th celebrations.  During that week the new classroom building, which 

was constructed last year, will be officially blessed and opened.  We are also invited to take part in this special 

event.  

Blessing Celebration with Bishop Robert: Thursday June 24th from 9:45am 

We are invited to join the school community and to come along to this special celebration. Places are 

limited due to COVID restrictions. As there is limited capacity in the Sports Centre, we have offered the use 

of the church as a venue to watch a live stream of the event.  This is also a ticketed event (free of course!).   

Tickets are for the event and whether you end up seated in the Sports Centre or St Thomas More’s Church 

will depend on your arrival time.   

Blessing Link … https://www.trybooking.com/BRRNA   

This is a great opportunity for a joint celebration between parish and school and it is hoped that 

many from the parish community will take part in one or more of these events. 
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN and ADULTS at RISK 
 

As a Parish Community we remain committed to safeguarding children and adults at risk.  At our last Parish Pastoral 
Council meeting we agreed to keep this in the forefront of the minds of all by highlighting the critical importance of this 
safeguarding through the regular publication of material in our Parish Newsletter.  The material below is sourced from 
the DIOCESE of TOOWOOMBA SAFEGUARDING POLICY for CHILDREN and ADULTS at RISK dated 06 November 
2020.  The full policy is available on the Toowoomba Diocese website and can be accessed using the following link: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Dioc-SfgStdsMin-DIOC-SFG-POL-ChnAdR-sgnd-
06Nov20.pdf 
 

“Policy Statement: 
In the Diocese of Toowoomba we commit ourselves to ensure the safety and well-being of children, young 
people and adults at risk, in our community. The best interests of the child, young person or adult at risk come 
first. 
 
We commit to positive and immediate response to those who have experienced abuse in our diocese. 
We commit to effective prevention of abuse in our diocese, parish by parish, through improving our 
safeguarding practices and policies and providing safeguarding training to our parish personnel.  
We commit to continuous learning in current best practice and information on the abuse of children, young 
people and adults at risk, in our community.  
We welcome advice and support from independent experts in the wider community. 
 
The implementation of this Safeguarding Policy through its related procedures and practices is essential to 
addressing and preventing abuse in the diocese. 
 

Faith foundation: 
This Safeguarding Policy and the commitments it gives rise to are grounded in Christian faith, as found in the 
person, words, works and actions of Jesus and in the living faith experience of the Christian community from 
its beginning. This Christian faith gives rise to an unqualified belief in the dignity and worth of every person, 
especially of those least able to exercise or assert their human value and rights in the community.  Christian 
faith calls us to work generously for the common good of all people by focussing first on those on the margins 
of the community, those in greatest human need. Our safeguarding ministry is faith in action. 
 

Scope: 
This Safeguarding Policy applies to all leadership and ministry personnel in the diocese: Bishop, Priests, 
Deacons, Parish Leaders, Religious, Pastoral Associates, Agency Coordinators, Parish Secretaries, 
studentson training placements in the diocese, all employees and all volunteers in parish or diocesan 
ministries.  At the same time, this Safeguarding Policy applies to all members of parish communities and 
ministries.  The whole community is responsible for the safeguarding of children, young people and adults at 
risk in our midst. 
 

Commitment Statements: 
The Diocese through the Bishop and the Diocesan Pastoral Council, commits to the safeguarding and 
wellbeing of children, young people and adults at risk, through a public written statement. Each Parish through 
the Parish Priest, Administrator or Parish Leader and local Parish Pastoral Council, makes a similar 
Safeguarding Commitment Statement. These Commitment Statements are to be publicly displayed in 
Church, Diocesan and Parish buildings and are to be available in their respective communities. 
 

Framework for effective action: 
Our efforts in safeguarding children, young people and adults at risk are guided and measured by the ten 
National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (May 2019) based on the ten Child Safe Standards developed by 
the Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse (Final Report, December 2017). These Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards are aligned with the Australian Government’s National Principles for Child Safe Organisations 
based on the work of the Royal Commission.” 
 
(A copy of the signed Commitment Statement is displayed in the Church foyer together with details of our Safeguarding 
Contacts and a Poster detailing the Ten National Catholic Safeguarding Standards)(More information will be published 
in future newsletters). 
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