
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B: 19 - 20 June 2021 
60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s School 

 

Readings: Job 38:1, 8-11; 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Mark 4:35-41 
 

Today’s gospel story looks back to the parables in the first part of the chapter and to the crowds that heard them. 
The story also looks forward as it marks the beginning of the second major section of Mark’s gospel (4:35-8:21), a 
section that seems to be structured around a number of crossings of the lake or Sea of Galilee. Jesus’ decision to 
move with his disciples out of familiar territory is deliberate: “Let us go across to the other side.” The crossing itself is 
difficult, as is the challenge that confronts them on the other side of the lake. From the disciples’ perspective, the 
seeming indifference of the sleeping Jesus is even more disturbing than the storm that threatens their safe crossing: 
“Do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus demonstrates that he does indeed care. From his perspective, the 
problem is with the fear in their hearts, a fear that is grounded in their lack of faith: “Why are you afraid? Have you 
still no faith?”  
 
In the context of this Markan story, Jesus is like the sower in the parable (4:27-28) who goes to sleep and trusts that 
the seed will sprout and grow and bear fruit-which it does. Within a first-century Jewish context, Jesus’ ability to 
“rebuke” the storm is a sign of divine power. In the Psalms, for instance, the God of Israel is the one who stills the 
roaring of the seas (Psalm 65:5) and controls the creatures that inhabit the waters (Psalm 89:9). Today’s first reading 
has insisted that God commands the sea and all of its moods. In the Book of Job, God the Birthing Mother presents 
Job with a series of rhetorical questions, reminding him and us that, while the sea may be threatening, it is God's 
new born infant, wrapped in God's swaddling clothes of darkness and cloud (Job 38).  
 
We read Mark’s little story against the backdrop of the Hebrew Scriptures. We might also read it in light of 
contemporary science and find within it a call to consider how our species respects or fails to respect and to nurture 
the fruit of God’s womb, the cosmos. The story of the storm at sea is most certainly not an invitation to be complacent 
about the extreme weather events on our planet, trusting in God that all will be well.  While such terrifying events can 
derive from the movement of tectonic plates over which we have no control, they can also derive from or be 
exacerbated by excessive carbon and methane emissions. We pollute the atmosphere and make the seas to rise at 
our peril. Trust in God may involve relinquishing vested interests and engaging the processes that are designed to 
reverse the effects of the human-induced climate crisis. As nations begin to embrace more ambitious climate action, 
we have some reason to hope. Our hope is grounded in God who moves us to action. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 26 and 27 June 2021 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time B 
 

Saturday 6.00 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24 
 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15 
 Mark 5:21-43 

 

Thought for the Week 

“We have an anchor: by his cross we have 
been saved. We have a rudder: by his 
cross we have been redeemed. We have 
a hope: by his cross we have been healed 
and embraced so that nothing and no one 
can separate us from his redeeming love. 
(Pope Francis) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:    9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
    5.30pm……..…..Mass St Pat’s 
                 

Tuesday to Saturday: 7 am Mass St Pat’s 
 
Tuesday   9.30am…….….Faith Education 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
  

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
    10.00am…………Open Door  
    6.00pm…..First Communion 
 

Friday:  9.00am……………Mass STM 
 9.00am……Parish Playgroup 
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June 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

A Welcoming Community: 
Our Parish Mission and Vision Statement describes our Parish 
as a “welcoming people of faith”.  We welcome all who come 
to be part of our community, particularly extending that 
welcome to young families with children – we are committed 
to the safety and wellbeing of children in this community and 
want children to know the welcome of our loving God through 
the warmth with which they are received and accepted here. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online internet banking contributions:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 
school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 
children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices.  For 
enquiries, please call Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 
https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Sychar (House of Spirituality and Prayer): 
Please see the flyers on the Noticeboard about Ongoing 
Sessions being offered in Term 2 2021 at Sychar (House of 
Spirituality and Prayer), 69 Margaret Street, Toowoomba.  
Sychar also has a library with books and other spiritual 
materials.  For more details, please contact Sr Elaine by phone 

0458 020 906 or email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 
23rd June 2021.  Please pray for the children and their families.  
Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by 
email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The theme of this year’s appeal is Homelessness.  By the end 
of June homelessness is set to increase by as much as 3.6%.  
Sadly, children make up 27% of people experiencing 
homelessness.  Envelopes are available at the back of the 
Church. 
 
   

 

  

Our New Parish Leader: 
This weekend we welcome John Briffa to our community as he 
prepares to take the reins as our new Parish Leader.  Welcome 
John. 
 

60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s School: 
This weekend also we take the opportunity to congratulate the 
community of St Thomas More’s School on 60 great years of 
service to education.  We acknowledge all who have served, 
and continue to serve, the school community, with special 
mention of the years of service of the Sisters of St Joseph. 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: Facebook or 
YouTube or Website 
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
Will be held on Tuesday 22 June at 9.30am at St Thomas 
More’s.  All welcome.  There will be no Anointing Mass at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on that day.    Please think about anyone 
you may be able to assist with transport so that as many as 
possible may experience the blessings of this healing mass.   
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 

A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for 
people who have experienced the loss of a loved one, will be 
held at the Blue Care complex, Toowoomba in July. The free 
program runs for two hours each week for eight weeks and 
provides information, practical advice, and effective coping 
skills, as well as social and emotional support. This is a small 
group program and registration is essential. Please contact 
Margaret Spinks by phone: 0491 071 787 or send an email to 
bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for more 
information. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott Murphy, 
Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille 
Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart Val Sharpe, Mary 
Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 
Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, 
Georgie Rose Allen, Brian Swords, Terry McNamara, Pauline 
Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Dawn 
Stark, Rod Wilson, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, 
Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine Dormer, 
Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, 
Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey, Irene Earsman, Pat Carey, 
John Zeller, Sister Dorothy Bayliss RSC, Helen Finlay.  We 
remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Anniversaries: Edgar Perry, Bill Darmody  
Recently Deceased: Allan Wills (Madonna’s Father) 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving 5th/6th June 

Planned 1457.65 

Loose 105.00 

Pay Point 90.00   

D Debits 2158.00 
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