
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B: 12 - 13 June 2021 
 

Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34 
 

The first of the parables in today’s gospel reading has no parallel in the other gospels. It compares God’s kindom to 
a trusting sower who scatters the seed by day, sleeps by night, and simply observes the “earth produce of itself” until 
it is time to harvest the grain. The sower’s actions of scattering, sleeping, rising, and going in with his sickle are 
paralleled by his “not-knowing how’” the seed is transformed into grain. We may, in our times, have a more 
sophisticated, more scientific understanding of the process of growth. We have no less reason to stand in awe at the 
wonder of it all.  
 

In an era of urbanization, of supermarket chains and online shopping even for groceries, we can easily lose sight of 
the source of food and the miracle of food production. This little parable might serve as a reminder of the goodness 
of the Earth and of the God who sustains our planetary home. It might inspire us to contemplate the myriad ways in 
which the Earth speaks to us of God and God’s empire or kin-dom. At another level, we might ask about the identity 
of the sower. We might question how the sower’s actions and attitudes provide an image of God’s reign. Is it in the 
sower’s trusting that all will be well while “not-knowing”? Is it in the observation that the grain is ripe for the harvest? 
Is it in the prompt action to bring in the harvest? The sower’s “not-knowing” might resonate with us in our “not knowing” 
all we would like to know about dealing with the spread of Covid-19. Parables are meant to tease their 
hearers/readers. They are open-ended and challenging.  
 

The second parable appears in all three synoptic gospels. Matthew and Luke both parallel the mustard seed parable 
with a parable about a woman mixing yeast into flour. Mark, in contrast, juxtaposes his mustard seed parable with 
that of the trusting sower. Mustard seeds were tiny, although they were not the smallest of seeds and have never 
been known to become the largest of shrubs. The idea that God's reign provides shelter for the birds to make their 
nests is a challenging one at a time when so many species are becoming extinct precisely because their habitats are 
being destroyed by human activity.   
 

Some scholars have pointed out that the mustard seed was a weed. To compare God’s reign with a weed may have 
brought a smile or two. It would certainly have exercised the minds of Jesus’ audience. Maybe Jesus’ disciples were 
in need of encouragement even in the early stages of the Galilean ministry. Maybe the curious and hostile were in 
need of a reminder to take this movement seriously since extraordinary things can come from the most inauspicious 
beginnings. Opposition to Jesus had surfaced at the outset. Mark’s community may also have been experiencing 
opposition and feeling the need for the wisdom that comes from a carefully crafted and perfectly timed story. 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 19 and 20 June 2021 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time B 
 

Note: Saturday 4.30 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Job 38:1, 8-11 
 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
 Mark 4:35-41 

 

Thought for the Week 

“God’s love will make every seed of 
goodness present on the ground sprout and 
grow. This opens us up to trust and hope, 
despite the tragedies, the injustices, the 
sufferings that we encounter. The seed of 
goodness and peace sprouts and develops, 
because the merciful love of God makes it 
ripen.” (Pope Francis) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:    9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
    2.00pm…………Liturgy Group 
    5.30pm……..…..Mass St Pat’s 
                 

Tuesday to Saturday: 7 am Mass St Pat’s 
 
Tuesday   9.30am…….….Faith Education 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
  

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
    10.00am…………Open Door  
    7.30pm..Social Justice Group 
 
Thursday 10.00am…….Emmaus Prayer   
 

Friday:  9.00am……………Mass STM 
 9.00am……Parish Playgroup 
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June 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

A Welcoming Community: 
Our Parish Mission and Vision Statement describes our Parish 
as a “welcoming people of faith”.  We welcome all who come 
to be part of our community, particularly extending that 
welcome to young families with children – we are committed 
to the safety and wellbeing of children in this community and 
want children to know the welcome of our loving God through 
the warmth with which they are received and accepted here. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online internet banking contributions:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 
school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 
children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices.  For 
enquiries, please call Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 
https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Sychar (House of Spirituality and Prayer): 
Please see the flyers on the Noticeboard about Ongoing 
Sessions being offered in Term 2 2021 at Sychar (House of 
Spirituality and Prayer), 69 Margaret Street, Toowoomba.  
Sychar also has a library with books and other spiritual 
materials.  For more details, please contact Sr Elaine by phone 

0458 020 906 or email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 
23rd June 2021.  Please pray for the children and their families.  
Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by 
email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The theme of this year’s appeal is Homelessness.  By the end 
of June homelessness is set to increase by as much as 3.6%.  
Sadly, children make up 27% of people experiencing 
homelessness.  Envelopes are available at the back of the 
Church. 
 
   

 

  

Our New Parish Leader: 
John Briffa, our new Parish Leader following on from Michael 
who is retiring at the end of June, will join us from next 
weekend and will be commissioned at the beginning of July.  
We look forward to welcoming John who is a local person and 
whom some of you may already know. 
 

Baptism: 
This weekend we welcome into our Church Annabelle 
Theresa Bracken daughter of Christopher and Susan 
Bracken. 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: Facebook or 
YouTube or Website 
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
Will be held on Tuesday 22 June at 9.30am at St Thomas 
More’s.  All welcome.  There will be no Anointing Mass at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on that day.    Please think about anyone 
you may be able to assist with transport so that as many as 
possible may experience the blessings of this healing mass.   
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 

A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for 
people who have experienced the loss of a loved one, will be 
held at the Blue Care complex, Toowoomba in July. The free 
program runs for two hours each week for eight weeks and 
provides information, practical advice, and effective coping 
skills, as well as social and emotional support. This is a small 
group program and registration is essential. Please contact 
Margaret Spinks by phone: 0491 071 787 or send an email to 
bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for more 
information. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 
Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Brian Swords, 
Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don 
Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Dawn Stark, Rod Wilson, Tim Erbacher, 
Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of Christine 
Prescott), Catherine Dormer, Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan 
Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey, 
Irene Earsman, Pat Carey, John Zeller, Sister Dorothy Bayliss 
RSC, Helen Finlay.  We remember all who are ill with the 
Corona Virus.  
Anniversaries:   Fr Thomas Sweeney, Fr John Sinnott 
Recently Deceased: Dan McNamara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving 5th/6th June 

Planned 1422.40 

Loose 77.80 

Pay Point 75.00  

D Debits 2082.50 
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60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s School 

 

Last year we celebrated the 60th Anniversary of St Thomas More’s Parish.  This year the St Thomas More’s 

School is celebrating their 60th Anniversary.  The celebrations begin next weekend.  In planning for the 

celebrations, the school have been working with us to find opportunities to be able to celebrate with the 

Parish.  As we were not able to celebrate our 60th socially last year because of COVID-19 restrictions, the 

planning of events for this year has included adding in a social occasion.  Next Saturday is Saturday June 19 

– a date when we are invited to participate in a couple of special events.  The events are ticketed and you 

will need to book your spot via TryBooking (familiar to us from the Christmas Masses of 2020 and the Holy 

Week and Easter Ceremonies of this year). The School Community are advising that spaces are limited and 

they are encouraging us to get in fast.   

60th Anniversary Mass: Saturday June 19th 4:30 pm – School Sport Centre 

Come along and celebrate 60 years with the parish and school with a special Mass in the School Sports 

Centre. Tickets for this event are free.   

Mass Link … https://www.trybooking.com/BRNQY  

(Please note: this will be the Vigil Mass on 19 June.  You will need to book in if you wish to attend.  

There will be no 6 pm Mass in the Church on that evening – notices have been put up at the Church 

doors as a reminder). 

60th Anniversary Bush Dance: Saturday June 19th 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

Come along and dance the night away with the Band o’ Coots at the Parish Hall. Tickets cost now $30 

(reduced from $40) and include the cost of the dance as well as dinner and dessert from the fabulous Chef’s 

Lab Food Truck.  

Bush Dance Link …  https://www.trybooking.com/BRNRJ   

 

Also, during the following week, the last week of Term, the School will be conducting a number of celebration 

events for the children as part of the 60th celebrations.  During that week the new classroom building, which 

was constructed last year, will be officially blessed and opened.  We are also invited to take part in this special 

event.  

Blessing Celebration with Bishop Robert: Thursday June 24th from 9:45am 

We are invited to join the school community and to come along to this special celebration. Places are 

limited due to COVID restrictions. As there is limited capacity in the Sports Centre, we have offered the use 

of the church as a venue to watch a live stream of the event.  This is also a ticketed event (free of course!).   

Tickets are for the event and whether you end up seated in the Sports Centre or St Thomas More’s Church 

will depend on your arrival time.   

Blessing Link … https://www.trybooking.com/BRRNA   

This is a great opportunity for a joint celebration between parish and school and it is hoped that 

many from the parish community will take part in one or more of these events. 
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St Joseph as Protector (A Reflection for the Year of St Joseph – December 2020 to December 2021) 

Matthew 2:13-18 

Refugee Week, 20-26th June 2021 

“Within days, or even hours, violent oppressors will occupy your town centre.” For refugees around the world, 
this scenario typifies an immediate threat. With no time to respond, they abandon livelihood, community and 
homeland to escape civil war, political unrest, religious persecution, effects of climate change and exploitation 
or systematic abuse of basic human rights. Their desperate attempts to find refuge are often not final solutions 
but new beginnings. A long journey into the unknown is marked by fear, danger and daunting obstacles.  
 
Mid-2020 data from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimated that worldwide numbers 
of forcibly displaced people surpassed 80 million. According to their statistics, 26.3 million were refugees, an 
additional 4.2 million were recorded as asylum-seekers and tens of millions of others classified as internally 
displaced or stateless. From Matthew’s Gospel narrative of Jesus’ birth and the roles of Joseph and Mary, 
we learn of the many challenges faced by this young family. Joseph followed the example of his ancient 
Biblical Fathers of Faith — Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — under the guidance of the angel’s visionary 
message: “Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you” (Mt 2: 13).  
 
Joseph’s protective response to Herod’s imminent threat to the life of his newborn son Jesus, mirrored that 
of many parents among today’s displaced people. At short notice, Joseph got up to protect his young family 
from danger, “For Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him,” and in the dark of the night, “took 
the child and his mother” (Mt 2: 14). He embarked on an escape into the unknown; a journey involving fear, 
danger and an uncertain future. At the same time, it was a venture filled with deep hope and trust in God’s 
providence that it would lead to safety and a better place for Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  
 
For the family, settling in a new place was just the beginning. Soon he would discover that being separated 
from home and immediate family meant that the fundamental means of social support was no longer 
available. Joseph and Mary would also have had a sense of being lowly strangers stranded in a new place 
under an unknown local language and unfamiliar cultures and customs. As a family still dealing with the 
trauma of flight and estrangement, those challenges would have impacted heavily on Joseph, Mary and 
Jesus. Similar conditions and circumstances continue to confront the 80 million refugees and displaced 
people today.    
 
Joseph demonstrated his commitment to safeguard his family and face the new reality foretold in his dream 
as he followed God’s call to go to Egypt, “and remained there until the death of Herod” (Mt 2:15). Like so 
many displaced parents who care for their families in our contemporary world, Joseph protected and 
supported Mary and Jesus. Joseph’s example is an inspiration for us to generously embrace the encounter 
with our displaced brothers and sisters who are likewise seeking refuge and security for their families. The 
Gospel account encourages us to compassionately listen to their stories of suffering, isolation and 
hopelessness.  
 
Pope Francis, in this year’s message for World Day of Migrant and Refugees Towards an Ever Wider “We” 
said “The truth however is that we are all in the same boat and called to work together so that there will be 
no more walls that separate us, no longer others, but only a single ‘we’, encompassing all of humanity.” He 
emphasises the importance of welcoming refugees and migrants and offering them protection. A generous, 
hospitable spirit reflects the universality of our Church and contributes to her enrichment and growth. “In 
encountering the diversity of foreigners, migrants and refugees, and in the intercultural dialogue that can 
emerge from this encounter, we have an opportunity to grow as Church and to enrich one another.”  
 
On a personal level, I have been privileged to meet and listen to the stories of many brave and courageous 
parents, children and young people who have ventured with hope. They, like Joseph and many of our own 
forebears, took a dangerous journey, and faced enormous pressure and trauma. Many challenges and 
struggles were endured in order to provide a safe and secure future for their children. Listening to the recently 
arrived and longer-term migrants and refugees can help us to appreciate Joseph and Mary’s own experience 
and — in the spirit of Refugee Week and September’s 107th World Day of Migrants and Refugees — increase 
our understanding of Pope Francis’ call to respond to the needs of our new neighbours so that together “we” 
can continue to create an ever greater “us”.  
 

(Reflection prepared by Fr Khalid Marogi - Director of the Australian Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office.) 
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