
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter Year B: 8 – 9 May 2021 
Mothers Day 

 

Readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15: 9-17 
 

The constitutions of my religious institute remind me that “the tender mercy of our God has given us one 
another”. The implications of this profoundly beautiful truth are spelt out thus: “In our communities, we try to live in 
the friendship of Christ’s disciples [John 15:15]. To so live calls forth relationships of equality, a real acceptance of 
ourselves and others, a forgetfulness of anything that does not make love its message.” Living in the friendship of 
Christ’s disciples is at the heart of a gospel way of living. It is the commission at the heart of today’s reading and 
seems to be exactly what Pope Francis reminded all believers in his Apostolic Exhortation on the Call to Holiness in 
Today’s World, Gaudete et Exultate: “We are all called to be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness 
in everything we do”. 

As we listen to the proclamation of the gospel, we might attend to the repetition of “joy”, to the three-fold 
repetition of “friends” and to the nine-fold repetition of “love”.  We might attend to the way in which the pronouns 
I/my/me and you/your function in the passage. We may also notice the reference to “commands” and 
“commandments”.  

We tend not to associate “commands” with friendship and love because those we count as our friends are 
not usually in the habit of commanding or ordering us to do what they want. We derive little joy from being ordered to 
do something. And yet, there is no resiling from the juxtaposition of these terms. God, imaged in the gospel passage 
as “Father”, loves Jesus. Jesus remains or abides in God’s love so deeply that this love flows on to his friends. They 
are to love one another as Jesus has loved them. This is his commandment or commission to them and, by extension, 
to us. It directs them/us to live for each other and put their lives/our lives on the line for one another. Countless health 
professionals, carers, drivers and cleaners across the globe are doing precisely that right now. 

Remaining in the love of God or of Jesus and doing what God or Jesus commands seem to be one and the 
same thing. In other words, love is not just an emotion: it is always expressed in action that is in tune with and for the 
sake of the other. The disciples need no further explanation. Jesus’ whole life and his courage in the face of impending 
death have shown them what it means to love one another.  

Living in the friendship of Christ’s disciples is not some abstract goal. Too often we affirm the goodness of 
our selfless companions on the journey only when we come to lay them to rest. As we approach the end of the Easter 
season, we might give thanks for the love of our friends, for their witness to holiness and for the joy that they bring to 
our lives.  

 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 15 and 16 May 2021 

The Ascension of the Lord 

 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Acts 1:1-11 
 Ephesians 4:1-13 
 Mark 16:15-20 
 

Thought for the Week 

“A church that does not provoke any crisis, 
preach a gospel that does not unsettle, 
proclaim a word of God that does not get 
under anyone's skin or a word of God that 
does not touch the real sin of the society in 
which it is being proclaimed: what kind of 
gospel is that?” (St Oscar Romero) 
 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:    9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
    1.30pm…...Care and Concern 
    3.00pm……Consolation Team 
    5.30pm……..…..Mass St Pat’s 
                 

Tuesday to Saturday: 7 am Mass St Pat’s 
 
Tuesday   9.30am…….….Faith Education 
 11am….Family Group Leaders 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word                     
 

Friday:  9.00am……………Mass STM 
 9.00am……Parish Playgroup 
  
   

mailto:parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
http://www.stthomasmores.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/


May 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

A Welcoming Community: 
Our Parish Mission and Vision Statement describes our Parish 
as a “welcoming people of faith”.  We welcome all who come 
to be part of our community, particularly extending that 
welcome to young families with children – we are committed 
to the safety and wellbeing of children in this community and 
want children to know the welcome of our loving God through 
the warmth with which they are received and accepted here. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online internet banking contributions:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 
school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 
children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices.  For 
enquiries, please call Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 
https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Sychar (House of Spirituality and Prayer): 
Please see the flyers on the Noticeboard about Ongoing 
Sessions being offered in Term 2 2021 at Sychar (House of 
Spirituality and Prayer), 69 Margaret Street, Toowoomba.  
Sychar also has a library with books and other spiritual 
materials.  For more details, please contact Sr Elaine by phone 

0458 020 906 or email: emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 23rd Jun 
2021.  Please pray for the children and their families.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

Unit for Rent:   
One bedroom unit for an actively independent person 60 years 
or older at St Patrick’s Community Village is available for 
rent.  Applications are to be made in writing to the Secretary, 
Board of Management, St Patrick’s Cathedral, PO Box 7062, 
Toowoomba 4350 or may be dropped in at the Parish Office.   

 

  

Parish Leader Recruitment: 
Father Michael has advised that applications for the position 
have closed and that three applicants will be interviewed on 
Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 May.  Please keep the candidates 
and the decision makers in your prayers. 
 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley: 
Saturday 22nd May, bus departs St. Pats Cathedral Neil St at 
7:30 am. Cost $35. Bring own lunch.  For bookings contact 
Theresa on 0434 528 904. 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: Facebook or 
YouTube or Website 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 
We have received an invitation to attend a Service of Prayer 
for Christian Unity on Tuesday 18 May at 7 pm at St Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Phillip Street, Toowoomba.  If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Michael by email or on 
mobile (0407804461) as we need to book attendees in ahead 
of the service. 
 

Marriage Encounter Weekends: 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter invites couples, priests and 
religious to a Marriage Encounter Weekend to enrich and 
revitalise your Sacrament.  It gives you the opportunity to 
grow in your relationship with your spouse or your community. 
Live-in weekend Friday 28 May - Sunday 30 May at Ormiston 

(on Brisbane’s bayside).  Contact Maria and David Murphy: 
(07) 3342 1456, dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 

Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 
Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina Denison, 
Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline 
Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Dawn 
Stark, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, Donncha Boles 
(son of Christine Prescott), Catherine Dormer, Kev Ford, Maria 
Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, Andrew McGregor, 
Helen Gainey, Irene Earsman, Pat Carey, John Zeller, Sister 
Dorothy Bayliss RSC.  We remember all who are ill with the 
Corona Virus.  
Anniversaries: Fr William Murphy, Fr Brian Moran, Fr Vincent 
Maher, Rev Msgr Patrick McMorrow, Fr Thomas Isaac. 
Recently Deceased: Harry Dodd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving 1st/2nd May 

Planned 1233.00 

Loose 102.50 

Pay Point 95.00 

D Debits 1699.50 
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