
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Year B: 3 – 4 April 2021 
 

Readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:34, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; Mark 16:1-7 
 

At the foot of Mount Macedon in Victoria, where I spent my whole childhood, stands the lovely Anglican Church of 
the Resurrection, built in the aftermath of the devastating 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfires. Members of both Catholic 
and Anglican communities had wanted to build one church for the two communities but the respective insurance 
policies determined otherwise: two churches replaced the two that were destroyed in the fires. The most striking 
feature of the Anglican Church is Leonard French’s stained glass depiction of the resurrection experience of a 
devastated community, a statement of hope in the face of death and seeming hopelessness. Macedon has risen from 
the ashes and is once again a vibrant community. The Church of the Resurrection serves as a reminder of the 
community’s faith and provides a context for “re-membering” events that united its members in unexpected ways. In 
a particularly graphic way, it brings the lower-key experience of the local community into dialogue with its upper-key 
Story of the death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

We take time at Easter to re-member, re-enact, and re-tell the originating stories of our tradition. We dramatise and 
celebrate in solemn ritual what we celebrate in lower key every Sunday of the year. In our faith inspired re-telling, all 
the power and grace of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth are made present to us and to our world. 
Resurrection faith is a commitment to life.  
 

In Mark’s resurrection account the place of death, the tomb, lies empty and the message of life is proclaimed. God’s 
messenger sends the women who have witnessed the death and burial of Jesus to proclaim the news of his 
resurrection to the male disciples. Some interpret the silence of the women as failure; the male disciples have denied 
and abandoned Jesus and now the women fail to proclaim the news of the resurrection. Others see the women’s 
silence as the appropriate stance before the wonder of God’s power. The women’s silence has particular resonance 
at a time when women are finding the courage to speak out against the abuse they have endured. Might the silence 
of the women in the gospel story be simply a first century male construct? The gospel narrative itself bears witness 
to a mission ultimately accomplished. 
 

The global experience of pandemic and the unequal access to vaccines foregrounds the language of death and 
resurrection at this time. As we enter into the Easter mysteries, we carry with us the chaos of broken communities. 
We mourn the deaths of 2.72 million people, we pray for order out of the chaos, we ask questions about the 
provenance of the virus in the other-than-human community and we do all we can to ensure a real return to life for 
the bereaved, the struggling and the displaced. We join with those who are sharing their resources and re-ordering 
their way of being in the Earth community in order to make this happen.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 10 and 11 April 2021 

2nd Sunday of Easter Year B 

 

Saturday 6 pm Easter Vigil 
Sunday 8.30 am Easter Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Acts 4:32-35 
 1 John 5:1-6 
 John 20:19-31 
 

Thought for the Week 

“I have often received death threats. I 
must tell you that, as a Christian, I do 
not believe in death without 
resurrection. If they kill me I will rise 
again in the Salvadoran people." (St 
Oscar Romero) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:    9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
    5.30pm………..Mass St Pat’s 
                 

Tuesday to Saturday: 7 am Mass St Pat’s 
 
Tuesday    5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
 

Friday:  9.00am……………Mass STM 
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April  2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Baptisms: 
We welcome into our Church Community this weekend 
Anastasia Ruby Holcombe daughter of Sarah and Liam 
Holcombe and Elijah Murinzi Kwitonda son of Cynthia 
Niyokwizigira and Elie Kwitonda.  We also welcome Luna 
Margaret Maree Bowly Hale, daughter of Thomas Bowly and 
Rhiannan Bowly Hale, who was baptised at the Toowoomba 
Base Hospital on 9 March 2021.   
 

Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online contributions through internet 
banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: 
If you have not yet picked up your Planned Giving Envelopes, 
please contact the Parish Office during the week either to pick 
them up or to have them posted out to you.   
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 
school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 

children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices. Please 
spread the word about this special part of our parish life, as 
new members are always welcome.  For enquiries, please call 
Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to the Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 

https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Emmaus Productions: 
Emmaus Productions is pleased to offer complimentary 
resources of online videos and music downloads for children 
and adults, to support them during Holy Week and Easter.  
Resources can be accessed using the following link: 
https://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/holy-
week-easter-2021. 
 

Michael and all the staff of St Thomas More’s wish you all a 
blessed and safe Easter.  May the love and life of the Risen 
Lord bring peace and comfort and strength to all at this time 
and may our world find peace as we are ever mindful of people 
for whom peace seems but a dream, especially the people of 
Myanmar. 
 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 23rd Jun 
2021.  The Parent Meeting for this sacramental program is 
scheduled for Tuesday 20th April with a choice to attend either 
at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the Church.  Children need to have 
received the Sacrament of Penance before joining the 
sacramental program for Confirmation and First Communion.  
Also, if anyone would like to join the sacramental team for this 
program, your support would be warmly welcomed.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 
Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina Denison, 
Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, 
Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don Murray, Gwen 
Jonkers, Dawn Stark, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, 
Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine Dormer, 
Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, 
Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey, Irene Earsman, Pat Carey, 
John Zeller. 
We remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Giving 27th/28th March 

Planned 1454.50    

Loose      114.95 

Pay Point     70.00 

D Debits  1056.50     
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