
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Year B: 27 – 28 March 2021 
 

Readings: Mark 11:1-10; Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1 – 15:47 
 

Mark 11:1-10  
Mark's account of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem is more restrained and less victorious in tone than the other gospel accounts. 
In keeping with Mark's gospel as a whole, it forms part of the relentless journey of Jesus the suffering Messiah towards 
Jerusalem, the place of his death. The longed-for liberation will come about in Jerusalem, through powerlessness, suffering 
and death rather than through the exercise of might and power. 
 

Mark 14:1-15:47 
The gospel account of the suffering and death of Jesus opens with the story of an insightful but unnamed woman who 
pours out healing ointment on the head of Jesus. We might reflect on the Eucharistic character of her actions of breaking 
and pouring and of Jesus’ assurance that what she has done will be told in memory of her. She did “what she could”. The 
story of her support for Jesus is sandwiched between two stories of opposition: an assassination plot on the part of the 
religious authorities, and the foreshadowing of Jesus' betrayal at the hands of a close follower. Status does not guarantee 
goodness or insight. 

 

As the story unfolds, we hear that, despite his earlier instruction to “stay awake”, Jesus' closest followers fall asleep when 
he most needs them. Worse than that, they betray, deny, and abandon him. Some Galilean women remain faithful. They 
have followed him and looked after him on the long journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. They become witnesses to his death 
and burial. These women will also discover the empty tomb and take the message of the resurrection to the male disciples. 
A foreign passer-by, Simon, whose sons are known to the Markan community, shoulders part of the burden. An ordinary 
Roman soldier realises and proclaims that Jesus is of God. 

 

The story has come full circle: the first verse of the gospel announced the beginning of the good news of Jesus, the Christ 
and the Son of God. Now the reader understands what it means to make such a proclamation. The final chapter is to be 
celebrated next weekend. The mystery is to be lived every day of every week. As we enter into the holiest week of the 
liturgical year, we might consider our call to bring the power of Christ’s redeeming love to those who suffer crucifixion in 
our own times: those whose health systems cannot cope in this time of pandemic; the more-than-human Earth community 
that suffers the effects of climate change; the desperate asylum seekers who await release after years in detention; the 
war-torn lands of Yemen and Syria.  

 

For stories of hope in the face of despair, you may like to visit the Mercy Works website (mercyworks.org.au). It is all too 
easy to deny, betray, and abandon the suffering other. Like the woman who poured out the healing ointment on the head 
of Jesus, we also must do what we can. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 3 and 4 April 2021 

Easter Sunday Year B 

 
Saturday 6 pm Easter Vigil 

Sunday 8.30 am Easter Mass 

(Maximum 300 people at each Mass) 
 

Thought for the Week 
“In these holy days, in our  homes, let us 
stand before the Crucified One, the fullest 
measure of God’s love for us, and before the 
God who serves us to the point of giving his 
life, and let us ask for the grace to live in 
order to serve.  May we reach out to those 
who are suffering and those most in 
need.  May we not be concerned about what 
we lack, but what good we can do for others. 
(Pope Francis – Palm Sunday 2020) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday: 9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
 5.30pm.Chrism Mass at St Pat’s 
                

Tuesday   9.30am……....Faith Education 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
 

Holy Thursday 6.00pm……….Mass STM 
 

Good Friday:  
 10.00am.Stations of the Cross 
 3.00pm…The Lord’s Passion 
 

Easter Saturday: 
 6.00pm…………..Easter Vigil 
  

Easter Sunday 
 8.30 am…………Easter Mass 
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March 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Lenten Program 2021 
Thanks to all those who have participated in the Lenten 
Program this year.   

 

Little Black Books: 
The Lenten Little Black Books are still available in the Church 
foyer. Cost is $5.00. 
 

Project Compassion: 
Envelopes are available in the Church foyer.   
 

Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come, but avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online contributions through internet 
banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church foyer. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: 
If you have not yet picked up your Planned Giving Envelopes, 
please contact the Parish Office during the week either to pick 
them up or to have them posted out to you.   
 

Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies: 
Details are on Page 4 about times for Holy Week and Easter 
Ceremonies and information about bookings for all Holy Week 
and Easter ceremonies via TryBooking.   
 

Parish Playgroup: 
Our Parish Playgroup meets each Friday from 9-11am during 

school term in our hall.  This is a wonderful way for young 
children (babies-prep) to play and mix with other children.  It 
is not only great for parents but also for grandparents who may 
be babysitting their grandchildren.  Playgroup is run by 
committed parents and observes COVID-safe practices. Please 
spread the word about this special part of our parish life, as 
new members are always welcome.  For enquiries, please call 
Bella, 0409 648 823 or go to the Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464997111048510  
  

RESOURCE (PODCAST): Australian Women Preach: 
An initiative of Women and the Australian Church (WATAC) and 
the Grail in Australia, the podcast will highlight and share the 
voices of women breaking open the Word of God in ways that 
are meaningful to people today. Australian Women Preach 
launched on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 and will 
run for the 30 weeks leading into the Australian Catholic 
Church’s historic Plenary Council in October. Visit: 

https://australianwomenpreach.com.au/ to listen. 
 

Emmaus Productions: 
Emmaus Productions is pleased to offer complimentary 
resources of online videos and music downloads for children 
and adults, to support them during Holy Week and Easter.  
Resources can be accessed using the following link: 
https://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/holy-
week-easter-2021/ 

 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at 6 pm on Wednesday 23rd Jun 
2021.  The Parent Meeting for this sacramental program is 
scheduled for Tuesday 20th April with a choice to attend either 
at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the Church.  Children need to have 
received the Sacrament of Penance before joining the 
sacramental program for Confirmation and First Communion.  
Also, if anyone would like to join the sacramental team for this 
program, your support would be warmly welcomed.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 
Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina Denison, 
Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, 
Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don Murray, Gwen 
Jonkers, Dawn Stark, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, 
Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine Dormer, 
Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, 
Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey, Irene Earsman.  Pat Carey. 
We remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Anniversaries: Paul Matthews, Fr Patrick Brady  

Recently Deceased: Scott Antonio, Veronica (Vonnie) 
McMahon, Mary Kennedy. 
We pray for all who have died from the Corona Virus.  
 

Catholic Church Insurances Limited 

Not your average insurance company 
+ Combined policy discounts apply* 
+ Pay by the month at no extra costs# 
+ Highly competitive rates for all policies 
Home & Contents + Car + Caravan + Trailer + Land + 
Personal Accident 1300 655 003 

www.catholicinsurances.com.au 
 

 

 
 Giving 20th/21st March 

Planned    $2743.50 

Loose                  $113.00 

Pay Point        $80.00 

D Debits     $4378.16 
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Slavery-Free Easter 
 (Material sourced from ACRATH - Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) 

 

The sweet, but sometimes-bitter truth about Easter Chocolate 

Let’s Make One Change in 2021, 

the International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour 

Name your change for 2021 

Chocolate is delicious and people around the world know it. Every Easter 
Australians spend millions of dollars buying hundreds of kilograms of chocolate 
to eat and give away. 
 
Australians will purchase over $200 million in chocolate this Easter. A 2018 report 
by IBISWorld found that Australia’s chocolate spend had risen by $26 million over 
the previous five years (up to 2018). 
 
But some of this chocolate is tainted by slavery and comes at the cost of a child’s 

health, education and sometimes his or her freedom. Much of our chocolate is made using cocoa beans harvested by 
children, often in the West African region. Many of these children are forced into labour. We can help change this. 
 

Chocolate and Child Labour – A Snapshot 
• A 2020 Macquarie University report, Not so sweet: chocolate, slavery and complicit corporations, found that, 

“More than two million children under the age of 15 years old work in the cocoa industry in Ivory Coast and 
Ghana. Many are the children of farm labourers, but others are also sold to farms as bonded labourers from 
neighbouring Burkina Faso and Mali” 

• A 2021 report by the International Labor Organisation (ILO) found that 152 million children (64 million girls 
and 88 million boys) are involved in child labour – that’s almost one in 10 of all children worldwide 

• Almost half of child labour happens in Africa (72 million children) 
• Many of the children harvesting cocoa beans work in hazardous conditions 
• COVID19 has made children even more vulnerable. School closures have aggravated the situation and many 

millions of children are working to contribute to the family income. 
 
Slavery-free chocolate is chocolate that is certified. Look for chocolate with one of the four logos (below) on it – 
Fairtrade, UTZ or Rainforest Alliance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Thomas More’s Parish Parish Leader Position 
 

If you would like more information about this position or wish to submit an application, please contact St Thomas 
More’s Parish (details below) for a Selection Package:  
 

St Thomas More’s Parish Community 
Email:   parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
Phone:   (07) 4635 9555            Address:  71a Ramsay Street, Toowoomba  QLD  4350 
Website:  www.stthomasmores.org.au   Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/  

  
The Closing Date for applications is Friday 16 April 2021. 
 
Expected commencement date with a welcome to Parish: Friday 18 June 2021. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HOLY WEEK AND EASTER THIS YEAR!! 
 

In anticipation of additional numbers for services in our Church during Holy Week and 
Easter this year, we are again using the TryBooking system for the Holy Week and Easter 

services as set out below. 
In order to avoid confusion, all the services for the Easter Triduum are on TryBooking and 

you need to book in using that facility. 
 

Details of service days and times, together with the TryBooking link for each service and 
booking closing times are as follows: 

 

• Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6 pm on Thursday 1 April: 
Please book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BOXPJ 

(Bookings close at 3 pm on Thursday 1 April) 
 

• Stations of the Cross at 10 am on Friday 2 April: 

Please book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BOXPQ 

(Bookings close at 3 pm on Thursday 1 April) 
 

• Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3 pm on Friday 2 April: 

Please book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BOXPV 

(Bookings close at 11 am on Friday 2 April) 
 

• Easter Vigil and Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection  at 6 pm on Saturday 3 April: 

Please book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BOXPY 

(Bookings close at 3 pm on Saturday 3 April) 
 

• Easter Sunday Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection at 8.30 am on Sunday 4 April: 

Please book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/BOXQE 

(Bookings close at 3 pm on Saturday 3 April) 
 

Bookings are still open – closing times as above.  There will be a limited number of places 

at each Event this year – a maximum of 300 at each Event. 

So, please keep those bookings coming! 

If you need help to book in, please contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555.  If you book for 

an event and then are unable to attend, please talk to us in the Parish Office about 

cancelling tickets. 

WHILE WE MAY HAVE SOME SPACE FOR PEOPLE WHO TURN UP ON 
THE DAY, PRIOR BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL TO MAKE SURE YOU GET A 

SPOT!!   
PLEASE LET ANY VISITORS KNOW!! 
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