
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Western Wakka Wakka, Giabul and Jarrowair people,  
the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B: 13 – 14 February 2021 
 

Readings: Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Corinthians 10:31 - 11:1, 22-23; Mark 1:40-45 
 

We all seek to be part of family and community because we are social beings who need to engage with others and 
with our environment. Some are deprived of choice in this respect. Repeated name-calling and labelling is an age-
old strategy of exclusion. “Illegals” is a label that excludes some of the most vulnerable people in today’s world. 
“Leper” is a label that is used metaphorically of those who are not welcome, of those deemed to be “infectious”. 
Today’s gospel about a person with leprosy invites us to reflect on the pain of exclusion. 
 

To be a leper in the world of early Judaism was to have some sort of skin disease that excluded a person from 
community and in particular from public worship. There were strict regulations regarding such lepers (see today’s first 
reading from Leviticus, dating from several centuries before the time of Jesus). Their condition required ritual 
cleansing by a priest and an offering that cost money. That seems horrifying from our perspective, and it was.  
 

In Mark’s story, the man with leprosy approaches Jesus of Nazareth who is not one of the priests. This afflicted 
person thus cuts across the established procedures. Jesus is “moved with compassion”, literally “moved in his gut, 
or in the depths of his being”. In other words, Jesus empathises deeply with the suffering person. He has a physical 
reaction in the face of suffering. Some manuscripts have “moved with anger”. A later scribe probably considered that 
expression too harsh as an emotion for Jesus and softened the text. 
 

Jesus speaks and acts. He declares that he wills the cure of the man. He actually reaches out and touches him: a 
bodily encounter brings healing. He then sends the man back to tell the priests “as a proof to them”. The verb used 
for “send back” suggests that the priests had already been approached without success. Jesus, the Galilean healer, 
succeeds in mediating the power of the God of Israel and so restores this outcast person to life in the community and 
the community itself to greater wholeness through this healing. The widespread report of Jesus’ healing activity will 
incur the anger of some of the authorities.  
 

For our part, as followers of Jesus, we might reflect on the fact that sickness and disability are not only physical 
phenomena. They also have social and emotional impacts on individuals and the communities to which they belong. 
Healing enables people to live again, to be with others and do the things they want to do. It brings new life and 
integrity to community. Jesus demonstrates that the combination of a compassionate word and a healing touch can 
work wonders. This was true in the ancient world. It is equally true for us today in the face of a virulent pandemic that 
has taken so many lives and disrupted family and social engagement. Healing must be all embracing if it is to restore 
life.  

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each Mass.  
Chairs have been rearranged and are 1 metre 
apart and there is now provision for two lines 
for Holy Communion, with distancing of 1 
metre respected.)  

 

 

Next Sunday – 20 and 21 February 2021 

First Sunday of Lent Year B 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Genesis 9:8-15 
 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 Mark 1:12-15 
 

Thought for the Week 
St Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in God 
includes believing that he can work even 
through our fears, our frailties and our 
weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid 
the tempests of life, we must never be afraid 
to let the Lord steer our course. (Pope 
Francis – Letter for the Year of St Joseph) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday: 9.00am…...……….Mass STM 
 5.30pm……..Mass at St Pat’s 
                

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday   9.30am……………...Faith Ed 
 5.30pm………....…Mass STM 
 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday Masses: 
            7.00am…..St Patrick’s Cathedral 
            9.00am….St Thomas More’s 
            5.30pm….St Patrick’s Cathedral 
 

Friday: 9.00am………...….Mass STM  
 9.00am…….Parish Playgroup 
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February 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Ash Wednesday Masses: 
Mass with Blessing of Ashes will be celebrated at 9 am on 
Wednesday 17 February at St Thomas More’s.  Masses will 
also be celebrated at 7 am and 5.30 pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 
 

Please be aware that due to the pandemic the manner of 
distribution of Ashes has changed. At our Parish Mass, the 
ashes will be blessed and the prayer only said once and not 
to each person who may come forward.   Please note that 
people are not required to receive the ashes.  If you do choose 
to come forward, the ashes will be sprinkled over your head, 
not touching the person.  It is up to you whether you feel 
comfortable receiving the ashes in this way. 
 

Lenten Program 2021 
The Lenten Program theme for this year is Comfort. Being part  
of a Lenten Group provides an ideal opportunity to be renewed 
in faith, hope and love. The program contains short daily 
reflections from Ash Wednesday 17th February to Easter 
Sunday. Groups discuss the Sunday Gospels through the 
beautiful art of the Masters and this year they include: Le Brun, 

Duccio, El Greco, Giaquinto, Veronese, van Dyck and Burnand.  
 

The program provides spiritual direction through reflection and 
discussion and helps us to prepare for the Sacred Triduum – 
the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the glorious Resurrection.  
If you are unable to be part of a group, but would still like to 
participate, you can follow the program on your own. The Book 
for the program is “Comfort” and is available from the Parish 
Office. The cost for the book is $8.00.       

 

The Lenten Groups for this year will commence in this coming 
week beginning Monday 15 February at days and times listed 
below:  
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale - 
commencing Tuesday 16 February. 
Wednesday: 5.00pm in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Michael Bermingham – commencing Wednesday 17 February. 
Thursday: 10.00am for Morning Tea in the Parish Office 
Meeting Room – Emmaus Prayer Group – commencing 
Thursday 18 February. 
Friday: 10.00am - c/- Madonna Wills - commencing Friday 19 
February.  Telephone 4635 5485 for further information. 
 

If you would like to join a group, please contact Michael for 

details. 
 

Little Black Books: 
The Lenten Little Black Books are still available in the Church 
foyer. Cost is $5.00. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: 
The next round of Planned Giving Envelopes are now available 
in the Church foyer.   
 

Project Compassion: 
As we head into the Season of Lent, we are again invited to 
contribute to the work of Caritas through Project Compassion.  
Envelopes and boxes are available in the Church foyer from 
this weekend.  Project Compassion Launch by Bishop Robert 
takes place at 9 am Mass this Sunday, 14 February 2021, at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 

Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office.   
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online contributions through internet 
banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
also to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church 
foyer. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make your 
needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow up 
to arrange suitable transport. 
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the book 
provided in the foyer and you will be provided with information 
regarding the groups and activities you may wish to be part of.  
If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving Program, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555. 
 

World Day of Prayer: 
A Service will be held at St Luke’s Anglican Church, corner 
Ruthven and Herries Streets, Toowoomba on Friday 5th March 
at 10am. The service has the theme “Pray for Vanuatu”.   
Details about registration on Parish Noticeboard. 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, 
Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie 
McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, 
James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter 
Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina Denison, 
Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, 
Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Don Murray, Gwen 
Jonkers, Dawn Stark, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, 
Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine Dormer, 
Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, 
Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey.  We remember all who are ill 
with the Corona Virus.   
Anniversaries: Msgr John Bergin, Patrick Erbacher,  
Peter Hegarty. 
We pray for all who have died from the Corona Virus. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Giving 06/07 February 

Planned   $1547.50 

Loose                 $182.05 

Pay Point      $95 .00 

D Debits     $980.00  
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