
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Baptism of the Lord Year B: 9 – 10 January 2021 
 

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-11; 1 John 5:1-9; Mark 1:7-11 
 

The Baptism of Jesus marks the end of the Christmas season and the beginning of Ordinary Time. Many of us have 
been fortunate enough to get some time after Christmas to reflect on the past year with all its challenges and to set 
goals for the year ahead so that we might move into Ordinary Time with renewed life and vigour. As Covid-19 vaccines 
offer hope of a return to more familiar ways of being, we acknowledge the need to explore new ways of living the 
faith we profess. 
 
Mark’s story of the baptism forms part of the prologue to the gospel. It provides the reader with insights that the 
characters in the story are invited to learn along the way. It is succinct and at the same time replete with evocative 
imagery. At one level, the imagery leads us back into Israel’s faith traditions and forward into the unfolding mystery 
of God’s new way of being in the world through the ministry, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. On 
another level, the imagery embraces the entire universe, the heavens and the earth, celestial and earthly beings, the 
human and the more-than-human.  
 
The preceding verses (Mark 1:5-6) have told us that John the Baptizer has drawn huge crowds of people from the 
Judean countryside and from Jerusalem to be baptised in the Jordan River. In the midst of this activity, John now 
suddenly announces that one more powerful (literally “the stronger one”) is about to come on the scene. John knows 
who he is in relation to this coming one: he is not even worthy to bend down and untie the thong of his sandals. This 
footwear imagery evokes the humility and earthiness of John as well as the relentless journeying of Jesus in Mark’s 
gospel. While John baptised with water, the more powerful one will “baptise” with the Holy Spirit.  
 
The baptism story is a commissioning story.  The heavens are torn apart, evoking the prophetic hope of Isaiah 64:1 
and foreshadowing the tearing of the curtain of the temple at Jesus’ death (Mark 15:38). In other words, all the barriers 
between God and God’s creation are now dismantled. Just as God’s spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so 
now the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus in the form of a dove, giving birth to something entirely new. The God of the 
universe addresses Jesus as “my beloved Son”. There are echoes here of the story of Isaac, the beloved son of 
Sarah and Abraham, the one through whom God's promises were to be fulfilled. Isaac is the ancestor of Israel who 
struggled with God. God's people have always struggled with God and will continue to do so. But God's favour 
continues to rest on God's creation just as it rests on Jesus of Nazareth, God's beloved. We take heart from this in 
face of a world that cries out for justice and compassion.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 16 and 17 January 2021 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time B 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 200 people at each Mass) 

Readings: 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 
 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 
 John 1:35-42 
 

Thought for the Week 
It is a beautiful homily when a baby cries in 
church. It is a beautiful homily. Make sure 
that they are all right and let us move forward. 
(Pope Francis’ message in the Sistine 
Chapel as he baptised children on the Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord 2020) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday: 9.00am…………….Mass STM 
 5.30pm………Mass at St Pat’s 
                

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:   5.30pm………….…Mass STM 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
                     1.00pm….....Music Planning 
  

Friday: 9.00am…………….Mass STM   
  
 
(We can now accommodate 200 at each 
Mass.  Chairs have been rearranged and are 
1 metre apart and there is now provision for 
two lines for Holy Communion, with 
distancing of 1 metre respected.)  
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January 2021  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Manger Collection 2020: 
We are still finalising the Manger Collection (with late donations 
always welcome) and hope to publish the final figure in the 
next couple of weeks. 
 

Weekend Masses: 
Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of 
someone who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, 
please get in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling 
unwell, please do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you need assistance or know of someone who requires 
Parish assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow 
up.   
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned 
Giving Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish 
Office. Details below for online contributions through internet 
banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) 
or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks 
also to those using the Tap and Go Pay point in the Church 
foyer. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Free Christmas Resources – Emmaus Productions: 
Emmaus Productions are making available some 
complimentary video and music resources for the Season of 
Christmas – resources for adults and children.  They can be 
accessed via the following link: 
https://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/a-
light-in-darkness-christmas-2020/ 
 

Diocesan Caritas Director Position: 
The Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba is seeking a casual 
Diocesan Director Caritas commencing January 2021 for 14 
hours per fortnight, for a period of up to six months, to be 
appointed by the Bishop. For more details, please contact 
Andrew Knife at andrew.knife@caritas.org.au  
 

Church Flower Roster 2021: 
This year, Glenda Neylon, after many years of dedicated 
service is retiring from the Church Flower team.  Thank you, 
Glenda, for all your help over the years. We are looking for 
some new members to assist monthly.  If you would like to join 
in, (it is not hard job) we use fresh or artificial flowers 
depending on availability.  Please contact Carmel Macdermott 
on 0422 138 472 if you are available to join the team.  Carmel 
will explain the requirements.   
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Thanks from our local St Vincent de Paul Conference: 
The St Vincent de Paul Society  would like to thank the STM 
community for their kindness during their Christmas appeal.  
Your acts of kindness, combined with your tremendous 
generosity are the result of our desire to show our God’s love 
with others. The food and gifts were genuinely appreciated by 
those who received them and allowed them to have a 
Christmas of joy and hope. Thank you and God Bless. (Thanks 
from all in the Parish Community to the St Vincent de Paul 
team for this fantastic effort which they put in year after year 
for the sake of those in need in the Toowoomba community.) 
 

Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia: 
Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia is a national 
community of women and men formed in Ignatian Spirituality 
working in a variety of geographic locations and online.  They  
give the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius Loyola and 
accompany individuals and groups through spiritual 

conversation and spiritual direction. They offer retreats, 
ministry supervision and Ignatian formation for leadership and 
mission. Their facilities are available for day programs, 
residential retreats and hospitality.  They also offer a range of 
online options.  More information at: https://jisa.org.au/ 
 
 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman, Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 

Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian 
Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, 
Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina 
Denison, Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry 
McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Jamie Collins, 
Fr Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. 
Ken Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine 
Dormer, Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin 
Shelley, Andrew McGregor, Helen Gainey.  
We remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.   
Recently Deceased: Theresa Henry, Fr Carlos Ronquillo 
C.Ss.R. 
Anniversaries:  Donna & Jordan Rice (January 10, 2011), Fr 
William Hall 
We pray for all who have died from the Corona Virus.  We pray 
for all those who died in the floods of January 10, 2011, 
particularly here in Toowoomba and in the Lockyer Valley. 

                      
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Giving 2/3 January 

Planned 1429.50 

Loose     95.00 

Pay Point     70.00    

D Debits 2208.50        
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