
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish   
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Solemnity of Christ the King Year A: 21 – 22 November 2020 
 

Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28; Matthew 25:31-46 
 

“It has long been a common custom to give to Christ the metaphorical title of King.” These are the words of Pope 
Pius XI who established this feast between two world wars in the hope of counteracting the growing secularism “in 
public affairs and politics” and finding a way towards global peace. Peace would never be achieved, wrote Pope Pius 
XI, until and unless individuals and nations accept the “rule of our Saviour”. 
 

In some ways, hope for the global reign of the Prince of Peace seems more remote than ever. The challenge of the 
so-called Islamic State in the Middle East, of Boko Haram in Africa and of the White Supremacist Movement in the 
United States have marked new low points in more than a century of violent and ongoing conflict which has claimed 
the lives of some 180 million people across the globe. COVID-19 has underscored the vulnerability to violence of 
those rendered poor by the prevailing inequitable economic system. From a Christian perspective, the world needs 
the sort of leadership that Jesus of Nazareth advocated in first century Palestine, the kind of leadership that Pope 
Francis is offering to our world.  
 

The gospel for today provides a blueprint for Christian living in general and for leadership in particular. Matthew 
presents Jesus as both shepherd and sheep: as judge and king on the one hand and as a suffering human (“the 
least”) on the other. Works of mercy are the measure of justice or righteousness. Those who feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, and set the prisoners free are “the righteous/the sheep” who will inherit 
God’s empire or kin-dom and have life. Those who fail in these respects are the unrighteous/the goats who fail to 
recognise the presence of the shepherd/king in the suffering of “the least”. Why sheep and goats? While goats grazed 
with the sheep, they were never imaged as God’s people, somewhat unfairly, I suggest. “Sheep”, on the other hand, 
is a frequent biblical designation for the people of God’s fold.  
 

This gospel story is replete with mixed metaphors. It is the gospel source of the spiritual and corporal works of mercy 
that have informed the Christian way of life for centuries. It focusses on suffering humanity. In proclaiming an eighth 
work of mercy, care for our common home, Pope Francis has asked us to expand our horizons and to extend our 
concern to the suffering of the whole Earth community, human and other-than-human. 
 

The Feast of Christ the King brings the church year to a close. It invites us to consider ways to achieve the things 
that make for peace. If we wish God’s reign of peace to be realised on planet Earth, then we might heed the invitation 
of Pope Francis to care for our common home: to engage in “grateful contemplation of God’s world” on the one hand 
and in daily gestures that “break with the logic of violence, exploitation and selfishness” on the other.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 

   Pastoral Council:…………Joseph Foley 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 28 and 29 November 2020 

First Sunday of Advent Year B 

 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 7.15 am and 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 120 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Isaiah 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8 
     1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
     Mark 13:33-37 

Thought for the Week 
Yet we Christians are very much aware that “if the 
music of the Gospel ceases to resonate in our very 
being, we will lose the joy born of compassion, the 
tender love born of trust, the capacity for 
reconciliation that has its source in our knowledge 
that we have been forgiven and sent forth. (Pope 
Francis) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday: 9.00am…………… Mass STM 
                

Tuesday:  9.30am……...Faith Education 
 5.30pm…………….Mass STM 
 

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
  

Friday:     9.00am……...……..Mass STM 
 9.00am……..Parish Playgroup 
   

(Current Mass numbers – up to 120.  We 
hope to have new arrangements in place 
from next weekend in line with the recent 
changes regarding indoor numbers in 
places of worship)  
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November/December 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Roster for extra Mass at 7.15 am Sunday morning: 
Please talk to Michael if you would be prepared to go on the 
Roster for the 7.15 am Mass – coordinators, readers, communion 
ministers, singers and organists needed. 
 

Ministry Forms for 2021: 
Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the year 
ahead are still available from the Parish Office.  Please return 
completed forms no later than 28/29 November. 
 

Remembrance Book: 
The Remembrance Book is at the front of the church.  If you wish 
to write in it, please use your own pen.  You can also contact the 
office with names to go in the Book and we will write them in. 
 

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards: 

2020 Columban Calendars $8.00 each and Christmas Cards 
$3.00 per packet.  These are now available in the Church Foyer. 
 

Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
We hope to have new arrangements in place from next weekend 
to accommodate larger numbers in the Church, so no change this 
weekend.  Signing in and sanitising will remain.  We have recently 
checked our information register and found that some details are 
lacking.  Please be patient if you give us your number and we 
then ask you for an address or phone number. 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass or if you need transport, please get 
in touch with the Parish Office.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church.  
Please contact the office for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
Details below for online contributions through internet banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) or 
Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. Thanks also 
to those using the Tap and Go Paypoint in the Church foyer. 
 

Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti: 
Pope Francis has released the third encyclical letter of his 
pontificate: Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and Sisters All). The full 
encyclical letter can be found here. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Baptism: 
This weekend we welcome into our Church Community Elsie 
Anne Brown daughter of Lachlan and Amanda Brown. 
 

Melbourne Cup 
Thanks all our wonderful parishioners for your generosity and for 
all the extra books you bought in the sweep.  Our profit was 
$3,040 which was amazing in these difficult times.  
 

Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation: 
Our Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation will take place on 

Wednesday 2 December 2020.  There will be two services on that 
day – 9.30 am here at St Thomas More’s and 5.30pm at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral.                                               
 

Complimentary Advent Resources – Emmaus Productions: 
Emmaus Productions are making available some complimentary 
video and music resources for the Season of Advent – resources 
for adults and children.  They can be accessed via the following 
link:https://www.emmausproductions.com/special-
feature/advent-pandemic-2020/ 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members for 2020/21: 
Joseph Foley (Leadership), Melissa Stevens (Communication), 
Sarah Benvenuti (Worship), Cathy Bathurst (Administration), 
Andrea Gatfield (Hospitality), Sue Kruger (Outreach), Greg and 
Jacinta Twidale (Spirituality and Faith Education), Terry Carter 
(Education) and Jacinta McGovern (Youth).  We thank them for 
taking on this leadership ministry in our Parish and thank and 
acknowledge our outgoing Council Members: Susi Pfeiffer, 
Kathryn Boulus and John Kennedy. 
 

Caritas Australia – Help for Typhoon Victims: 
Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with the people of 
the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia who have been 
devastated by unprecedented flooding after Typhoon Vamco hit 
the region - only weeks after being hit by Super Typhoon Goni, 
the strongest storm this year.  For example, severe flooding has 
submerged towns up to 12 metres deep across the Cagayan 
region of the Philippines.  With your help, and with our church 
and NGO partners on the ground, Caritas can provide vital 
support to those affected by this and other disasters as part of 
their Asia Emergency Appeal.  Donate today at 
www.caritas.org.au or by calling 1800 024 413 toll free. 
 

Christmas Gifts – Sisters of St Peter Claver: 
You can buy Christmas gifts from the Sisters of St. Peter Claver, 
71 Margaret Street and so also benefit the missions. All Cent 
Sales were cancelled this year so they have many beautiful 
Christmas gifts available. Please contact the Sisters on: 4632 
1818. 
 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian 
Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, 
Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Alvina 
Denison, Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry 
McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr 
Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken 
Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine 
Dormer, Kev Ford, Maria Krulik, Joan Leonard, Benjamin Shelley, 
and Andew McGregor. We remember all who are ill with the 
Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries:  Rev Fr Peter Murphy, Rev Fr John Dowd, Rev 
Monsignor William McCormack,     
Recently Deceased: We pray for all who have died from the 
Corona Virus. 
                      
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Giving 14/15 November 

Planned      $1899.50 

Loose       $126.60 

Pay Point       $110.00 (1 week) 

D Debits       $937.50 (1 Week) 
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