
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 17 - 18 October 2020 
World Mission Sunday 

 

Readings: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Matthew 22:15-21 
 

The emergence of a common enemy is often the catalyst for sworn enemies to unite. In first century Palestine, 
Pharisees were the respected religious teachers of the law and Herodians represented secular Jewish power 
and wealth. They despised each other on both religious and political grounds. When faced with a perceived 
threat to their authority, however, they united in opposition. Jesus of Nazareth becomes the threat that unites 
them. His teaching and healing draw the crowds and threaten their authority. They come together and try to set 
a trap for him. In attempting to set him up, they ironically pay him the greatest of tributes: addressing him as 
“teacher”, they acknowledge his sincerity and admit that he teaches the way of God in accordance with the truth. 
They witness to his lack of concern with status and hierarchical division.  
 

The question of these traditional enemies is intended to put Jesus in a “no win” position: “Is it lawful to pay 
tribute to the emperor or not?” Jesus turns the question back upon them. He lets them know that he is aware of 
their malicious intent and asks them to produce the coin used for the tax. He thus makes the issue one of 
images, a sensitive issue for all Jews, rather than of tribute. The Roman denarius that they produce bears the 
bust of the Roman emperor and the Latin inscription, “Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus, High Priest”. 
 

Jesus’ response, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God”, can be interpreted 
in several ways. Is Jesus simply exposing their hypocrisy as bearers of images? From a Jewish perspective, 
everything belongs to God, the earth and all its riches. The disciples of the Pharisees and the Herodians are 
Jews, even if the sympathies of the latter lean towards the Roman occupiers. Is he telling them to pay the tax 
while still recognising God’s prior claim? Is he telling them not to pay the tax precisely because the emperor has 
no claim on what belongs to God? Is he critiquing the Roman occupation or legitimizing it? Or is he saying 
something else? They are left to interpret his response as they wish. One thing is clear: Jesus’ words have 
nothing to do with the modern distinction between Church and secular state. There are good reasons for paying 
taxes in a secular state and for contributing financially to the life of the Church, something we may need to revisit 
in the light of pandemic and the closing of our places of worship. It is quite anachronistic, however, to invoke 
this text in support of paying state taxes or of supporting the Church financially. The story is more about sincerity 
and truth in our relationships with each other and with the God of all truth. That is the key criterion for any 
personal or global alliance.  

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 24 and 25 October 2020 

30th Sunday in Ord Time A 

Family Sunday 
 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 100 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Exodus 22:20-26 
 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
 Matthew 22:34-40 

Thought for the Week 
"We are here for the common good; to be a 
more inclusive society and to bring also the joy 
of life everywhere…we look with a  positive 
vision and, I would say, with hope and joy and 
happiness."  (Bishop Enrique Alvargonzalez) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:  9.00am………....…Mass STM 
                

Tuesday:  9.30am……...Faith Education 
 5.30pm…………….Mass STM 
 

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
  

Friday:     9.00am……...……..Mass STM 
 9.00am……..Parish Playgroup 
   

(Please note that Mass numbers will be 
limited to 100 on weekdays and weekends.)  
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October 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Melbourne Cup Sweep: 
Please pick up your Melbourne Cup tickets from the Church foyer.  
They will need to be returned by Saturday 31 October.  Please 
sanitize your hands before collecting your envelope.  We 
are unable to sell at shopping centres this year so we 
encourage you to consider taking extra books to sell to 
family and friends.  Books are available from the Parish 
Office. 
 

Family Sunday – 24/25 October 2020:  
We will celebrate Family Sunday on 24/25 October 2020.  This is 
an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate all families in our 
Parish and to highlight the contribution of the Family Groups to 
the life of our Parish community.  Any couples celebrating a 10, 
20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70th anniversary (80th and 90th 
anniversaries will receive extra special acknowledgement) are 
asked to give their names to the Parish Office (Phone 4635 9555) 
so that we can particularly acknowledge you at both Masses that 
weekend. 
 

New Phone Number for St Thomas More’s School: 
Please note that St Thomas More’s School has a new phone 
number.  It is: (07) 4591 3900. 
 

Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
Thanks for your patience with the safety requirements at Mass 
on weekdays and weekends.  We need to keep a record of an 
email/residential address for you as well as name and contact 
phone number when you come to Mass, but we only need to do 
that once.  From then on, we just record your card number each 
time you come, and we can link in your details from our computer 
records after the Mass.  Thanks again for coming early to Mass. 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we 
can discuss a possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need 
transport to get to Mass, please phone the office and we will 
follow up with Care and Concern.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

World Mission Sunday: 
 
This weekend our diocese is holding the annual Catholic Mission 
Church Appeal. This year we are invited to partner with the 
Church in Cambodia. 
 

Still today, landmine accidents are prevalent in Cambodia, a cruel 
reminder of the country’s troubled past, even for those who were 
not yet born during the tumultuous years of the Khmer Rouge. 
Catholic Mission is reaching out to those affected by landmine 
accidents and by disability and giving them hope and support to 
live a fulfilling life. 
 

You have the opportunity to support Catholic Mission through the 
following ways, as it continues this essential work. 
• Text to Give option: Text GIVE to 0488854436 and 

follow the prompts (enter your parish name in the notes) 
• Donate Online: catholicmission.org.au/cambodia 
• Appeal Envelope: Available in the Church 
• Freecall: 1800 257 296. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 

and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Sacramental Program: 
Please keep in your prayers the children who are currently 
preparing to celebrate Confirmation and First Communion in mid 
November. 
 

 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
Details below for online contributions through internet banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) or 
Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

Quiet Day of Reflection:  
Sr Elaine is conducting a quiet day of reflection entitled: Listening 
to the Heartbeat of Life at Sychar, House of Spirituality, 26 
Margaret Street, Toowoomba.  The session will be run twice, 
firstly on Friday 13 November, then repeated on Saturday 14 
November.  Time is: 9:00am (for 9:30am start) - 2:30pm.  Book 
by Friday 6 November.  The details are on the flyer which can be 
accessed via the following link: Flyer.  A copy of the flyer is also 
on the Parish Noticeboard. 
 

Queensland Bishops’ Election Statement: 
The Queensland Bishops have released a statement inviting us to 
reflect on key issues in preparation for the forthcoming State 
Election.  The Statement can be accessed via the following link: 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/catholic-bishops-
queensland-election-statement/ 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 

Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 

Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, 
Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry 
McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr 
Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken 
Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott), Catherine 
Dormer, Kev Ford. We remember all who are ill with the Corona 
Virus.  
Recently Deceased: We pray for all who have died from the 
Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Fr Roger Burke 

     
                  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Giving 10/11October 

Planned $3282.50 

Loose $   89.50 

Pay Point $   70.00 
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