
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 19 - 20 September 2020 
 

Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24, 27; Matthew 20:1-16 
 

From 1973 to 1975, East Jerusalem was my home. Early each morning, I crossed the road from the Chaldean 
Patriarchate to the Ecole Biblique Archéologique Française. I would greet the Palestinian day labourers lined up 
beside their vehicles, waiting for employment in the vacant lot that divided Israeli from occupied Palestinian territory. 
In the wake of the Yom Kippur War, these workers were living through hard times. In the morning, they were chatty 
and cheerful. Those who found work no doubt remained cheerful: they had the means to support their families and 
could find some meaning in their lives. Those still waiting for work at midday or later were dejected and shamed, not 
least by the prospect of returning home without their daily bread. Those who were hired found honour in the society 
and the means to sustain themselves and their families. Those who missed out on work suffered hunger, indignity 
and a sense of powerlessness. Confronted by this spectacle day after day, I began to understand the parable of the 
labourers in the vineyard.  
 

In Matthew’s parable, those who have worked all day grumble because the underemployed are made “equal” to them. 
Jesus makes it clear that people’s worth is not to be measured in terms of their capacity for economic production. 
They are all equal as persons. Pope Leo XIII, writing back in 1891 about the condition of the working class, echoes 
this aspect of the parable. Those who cannot find work and those who cannot work on account of pandemic or 
disability or visa restrictions know something of the experience of the Palestinian workers. Their needs are no less 
urgent than the needs of those who have productive and well paid employment. Minimal social security benefits might 
address their basic material needs but are less than effective in addressing the underlying issues of human dignity.  
 

Parables yield meaning differently in different contexts. We may want to consider the corrosive effects of “envy”. 
Faced with the growing disparity between rich and poor in our world, we may wish to raise questions about the 
concentration of wealth and power in the hands of the landowner. Those who are conscious of the plight of asylum 
seekers and refugees, as well as those ineligible for Job Seeker or Job Keeper or any other benefit, may come with 
questions about “generosity” offered from a base of power over against equal access to the world’s resources. In the 
face of pandemic and of climate crisis, many of those who used to be safe in economic terms now find themselves 
with huge debts and diminishing security. Many in our world are every bit as desperate as the Palestinian day 
labourers, waiting in line as never before. As we celebrate this third Sunday of the Season of Creation, we might 
accept the invitation of today’s gospel story to live in ways that promote quality of life for every one of Earth’s 
inhabitants. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 26 and 27 September 2020 

26th Sunday in Ord Time A 

World Day of Migrants & Refugees 
 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 100 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Ezekiel 18:25-28 
 Philippians 2:1-11 
 Matthew 21:28-32 

Thought for the Week 
We constantly look for God in the big and 
spectacular and he comes to us poor, 
naked, sick, in prison and hungry. God 
speaks through the most surprising people 
at the most surprising times. (Fr Richard 
Leonard SJ) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:  9.00am………....…Mass STM 
                

Tuesday:  5.30pm…………….Mass STM 
 

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
  

Friday:     9.00am……...……..Mass STM 
   

(Please note that numbers at each 
Mass on weekdays and weekends will 
be limited to 100 people.)  
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September 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
New Phone Number for St Thomas More’s School: 
Please note that St Thomas More’s School has a new phone 
number.  It is: (07) 4591 3900. 
 

Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
Thanks for your patience with the safety requirements at Mass 
on weekdays and weekends.  We need to keep a record of an 
email/residential address for you as well as name and contact 
phone number when you come to Mass, but we only need to do 
that once.  From then on, we just record your card number each 
time you come, and we can link in your details from our computer 
records after the Mass.  Thanks again for coming early to Mass. 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we 
can discuss a possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need 
transport to get to Mass, please phone the office and we will 
follow up with Care and Concern.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: 
If you don’t yet have your next set of Planned Giving Envelopes, 

please talk to Michael at the weekend or contact the Parish Office 
during the week. 
 

Collection for the Retired Priests Foundation: 
Please drop off your envelopes in the collection box in the church 
foyer or at the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Season of Creation: 
September 1, the World Day of Prayer for Creation, began a 
month-long Season of Creation which will finish on October 4, the 
Feast of St Francis of Assisi.  During the month of September, we 
are called to remain mindful of our responsibility for the care of 
our Common Home.  Resources can be accessed via the following 
link: Retreat materials and resources. 
 

The Light from the Southern Cross: 
The Light from the Southern Cross: Promoting Co-Responsible 
Governance in the Catholic Church in Australia has been 
published by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and 
Catholic Religious Australia.  It is a review of governance at all 
levels in the Church following recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  
There is a reading guide to go with the report and feedback is 
invited.  Access reading guide and report at: 

https://catholic.org.au/governance 
 

Queensland Bishops’ Election Statement: 
The Queensland Bishops have released a statement inviting us to 
reflect on key issues in preparation for the forthcoming State 
Election.  The Statement can be accessed via the following link: 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/catholic-bishops-
queensland-election-statement/ 
 
Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
1. The Catholic Leader: Visit their website to view a free digital 

copy.  
 
 
 
 

 

St Ursula’s Past Students –Date Claimers: 
On Saturday 17  October 2020 the AGM will be held at the City 
Golf Club (Sunken Lounge area – please note change of venue 
from the Burke & Wills.)  Meeting starts at 5.00pm followed by 
an informal reunion get together commencing at 5.30pm.  The 
Committee has indicated that they will carry on for the following 
year but welcome any new faces to help.  The College is 90 years 
old in 2021 and the celebrations are being held on 30th April – 
2nd May 2021.  More information at stursulaspsaa@gmail.com or 
on Facebook. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
Details below for online contributions through internet banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) or 
Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 

at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, 
Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean Denison, Terry 
McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr 
Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, Margaret Betros, 
Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, Donncha Boles (son of 
Christine Prescott).  We remember all who are ill with the Corona 
Virus.  
Recently Deceased: Patricia Chapman. We pray for all who 
have died from the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Fr Michael Skehan. 
Recently Deceased: John McDonald (Casino)  
                      
                     WEEK 4 Roster – 26th/27th September 
 

6 . 0 0 P M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

CO-ORDINATORS  
ORGANIST/SINGER Margaret Dickenson, Kathryn Boulus 
READERS John Doherty, T Jayatilake, Brendan 

Doherty 
COMMUNION 

MINISTERS 
Julie Hintz, Michelle Lobo, J Twidale 
(Only 1 required) 

8 . 3 0 A M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

CO-ORDINATORS Deirdre Gardiner 
ORGANIST/SINGER Pat Dwan, Sheila Sarquis 
READERS P White-Davidson, M Wills, K 

Pikramenos, K Rouse 
COMMUNION 

MINISTERS 
J Kennedy, R Mauch, L Holcombe (Only 
1 required) 

MONEY COUNTERS H & A Gregson, W & C Dingle, M Wills, T 
Murphy 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Giving 12/13 September 

Planned   $1147.90 

Loose     $240.00 

Pay Point       $55.00 
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