
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 12 - 13 September 2020 
Child Protection Sunday 

 

Readings: Sirach 27:30 – 28:7; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35  
; John 4:5-10, 19-24 

The opening verses of this Sunday’s gospel reading have Jesus advocating limitless forgiveness (not seven but 
seventy-seven times). The parable that follows is anything but consistent, however, with this teaching and with the 
teaching of Jesus in the gospel as a whole. We are all familiar with the beatitude, “Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall be mercied” (5:7) and with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, “Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors” (6:12). How then do we read today’s story of a king who is prepared to forgive the debt that his 
slave has incurred, only to resort to torture when that slave fails to forgive his fellow slave? This story raises endless 
issues: the unquestioning acceptance of slavery and the plight of slaves; the absolute power of the king over his 
subjects; the institution of debt slavery; the treatment of women and children; the collection of crippling taxes to 
finance the power of the king; an unjust and cruel ruler as an image of the God of Israel; imaging God as a loving 
father who nonetheless acts in tyrannical ways. In other words, the parable encodes institutions and practices of the 
time that Jesus and the Matthean community seem to accept without question.  
 
Does the parable come from the lips of Jesus or from the Matthean community? It would be anachronistic to expect 
a critique of slavery since the institution of slavery was simply taken for granted in the Graeco-Roman world. It 
persisted without critique for some 1800 years. It has now taken a new and sinister turn with the widespread practice 
of sexual and labour slavery of the vulnerable, exacerbated by the experience of pandemic. It is totally out of 
character, however, for Jesus to image his “heavenly Father” as a merciless torturer. It may be that Jesus did in fact 
tell such a story in another context and that the Matthean author has rather arbitrarily linked the sayings on 
forgiveness (forgiving 77 times and forgiving from one’s heart) with this story. It is conceivable that Jesus insisted on 
the consequences of refusing to forgive. While God is merciful and forgiving, disciples must not exploit God’s capacity 
to forgive. Bad behaviour is not to be tolerated. It has its consequences and those who continually exploit others or 
fail to forgive can expect to suffer the consequences of their actions. Whatever we make of the story of the merciless 
king and the unforgiving slave, we might take on board Jesus’ response to Peter. We might also note the reminder 
that true forgiveness is “from the heart”. In the biblical world, the heart was the core of the person’s being, the seat 
of cognition as well as of emotion. To forgive from the heart is to forgive with the whole of one’s being. We are all in 
need to God’s forgiveness if we are to find the freedom to address “from the heart” the plight of the planet.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 19 and 20 September 2020 

25th Sunday in Ord Time A 

 
Saturday 6 pm Mass 

Sunday 8.30 am Mass 
(Maximum 100 people at each Mass) 

Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9 
 Philippians 1: 20-24, 27 
 Matthew 20:1-16 

Thought for the Week 
St Thomas More’s Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children, young people and people at 
risk in our community. We uphold that 
child protection and the dignity of every 
person is the responsibility of every 

adult. 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:  9.00am………....…Mass STM 
                

Tuesday:   9.30am……….Faith Education 
 No 5.30 pm Mass 
 7.00pm………….School Board 
 

Tue – Sat 7.00am…….. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
  

Friday:     9.00am……...……..Mass STM 
 9.00am….….Parish Playgroup 
  

(Please note that numbers at each Mass 
on weekdays and weekends will be 
limited to 100 people.)  
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September 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
60th Anniversary of the Parish: 
A big thank you to all who helped with the preparation for the 
anniversary and with the ceremonies last weekend.  A special 
thanks to Kathryn Boulus, Kristin Byrne and Robyn Phelan who 
were part of the planning committee for the day.  A particular 
thanks to Kathryn for making and donating the vestments worn 
by our priests at the Masses that day.  It was a great event. 
 

New Phone Number for St Thomas More’s School: 
Please note that St Thomas More’s School has a new phone 
number.  It is: (07) 4591 3900. 
 

Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
Thanks for your patience with the safety requirements at Mass 
on weekdays and weekends.  From this weekend we will need to 
record an email/residential address for you as well as name and 
contact phone number.  Thanks again for coming early to Mass. 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we 
can discuss a possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need 
transport to get to Mass, please phone the office and we will 

follow up with Care and Concern.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
do not come and avail of online Mass options.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Season of Creation: 
September 1, the World Day of Prayer for Creation, began a 
month-long Season of Creation which will finish on October 4, the 
Feast of St Francis of Assisi.  During the month of September, we 
are called to remain mindful of our responsibility for the care of 
our Common Home.  Resources can be accessed via the following 
link: Retreat materials and resources. 
 

The Light from the Southern Cross: 
The Light from the Southern Cross: Promoting Co-Responsible 
Governance in the Catholic Church in Australia has been 
published by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and 
Catholic Religious Australia.  It is a review of governance at all 
levels in the Church following recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  
There is a reading guide to go with the report and feedback is 
invited.  Access reading guide and report at: 

https://catholic.org.au/governance 
 

Child Protection Sunday 
This event is celebrated this weekend - 12 and 13 September. 
 

Collection for the Retired Priests Foundation: 
This collection will take place at Masses this weekend - 12 and 13 
September also.  Envelopes will be available after the Masses and 
cashless donations are encouraged. 
 

Chrism Mass and Jubilee Mass: 
This event will be livestreamed from St Patrick’s Cathedral at 5.30 
pm on Tuesday 15 September.  Fr Don Murray is celebrating 60 
years of priesthood and Fr Brian Sparksman 50 years.  There will 
be no 5.30 pm Mass at St Thomas More’s on 15 September. 
 

Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
1. The Catholic Leader: Visit their website to view a free digital 

copy.  
 

 

Queensland Bishops’ Election Statement: 
The Queensland Bishops have released a statement inviting us to 
reflect on key issues in preparation for the forthcoming State 
Election.  The Statement can be accessed via the following link: 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/catholic-bishops-
queensland-election-statement/ 
 

St Ursula’s Past Students –Date Claimers: 
On Saturday 17th  October 2020 the AGM will be held at the City 
Golf Club (Sunken Lounge area – please note change of venue 
from the Burke & Wills.)  Meeting starts at 5.00pm followed by 
an informal reunion get together commencing at 5.30pm.  The 
Committee has indicated that they will carry on for the following 
year but welcome any new faces to help.  The College is 90 years 
old in 2021 and the celebrations are being held on 30th April – 
2nd May 2021.  More information at stursulaspsaa@gmail.com or 
on Facebook. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
Details below for online contributions through internet banking:  
Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
BSB Number: 064786               Account Number: 514001500 
Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned Giving) or 
Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 

Ongoing from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday 
at 9:00am. Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Brian Swords, Jean 
Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, Margaret Reis, 
Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray, Gwen Jonkers, 
Margaret Betros, Tim Erbacher, Lesley Mullen. Ken Ryan, 
Donncha Boles (son of Christine Prescott).  We remember all who 
are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: Patricia Chapman. We pray for all who 
have died from the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Myles Patrick Smith, Most Rev William 
Brennan DD, Rev Fr Francis Burke 
                      
                     WEEK 3 Roster – 19th/20th September 
 

6 . 0 0 P M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

CO-ORDINATORS Cathy Bathurst 
ORGANIST/SINGER Margaret Dickenson, Courtney Dukes, 

Hayley Lutvey 
READERS Julie Hintz, Kathryn Boulus 
COMMUNION 

MINISTERS 
Ava Emery, Michael Cash, Cathy 
Bathurst, John Doherty, Greg Harvey 
(Only 1 required) 

8 . 3 0 A M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

CO-ORDINATORS Russell Mauch 
ORGANIST/SINGER Pat Dwan, Tom Delany 
READERS Tony McKeon, Mary Taylor, Sue Kruger, 

Heather Whittaker 
COMMUNION 

MINISTERS 
Edwina Tierney, Glenda Hutchinson, 
Susi Pfeiffer, Peter Albion (Only 1 
required) 

MONEY COUNTERS R & N Mauch, D & A Gatfield 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Giving 5/6 September 

Planned   $1382.80 

Loose     $194.00 

Pay Point      $ 20.00 
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