
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 25 - 26 July 2020 
 

Readings: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52 
 

The three parables and the summary statement in today’s gospel conclude Matthew’s parable chapter. In the first 
parable, the Matthean Jesus likens the kin-dom of the heavens, not just to “treasure”, but rather to treasure hidden 
in a field that someone, possibly a slave or day labourer, finds and hides before going joyfully to sell everything in 
order to buy the field and acquire the treasure. The parabolic image here comprises the whole complex of actor, 
objects and actions (the finder; the finding, selling and buying; the joy; the treasure and the field). The details pose 
endless questions. Who had right to ownership of the treasure? Is this a case of theft? Whatever the answer to these 
questions, this parable invites us to pause and consider what constitutes the real “treasure” in our lives and ask to 
what lengths we would go in order to secure that treasure.  
 

The second parable tells of a merchant who seeks fine pearls, finds one of great value, then goes and sells all his 
possessions in order to acquire that one pearl. Again, that is what the kin-dom of the heavens is about. What is of 
such value to us that we would give up everything else in order to have that one thing, that one relationship? That is 
the question. 
 

Jesus proceeds to liken the kin-dom of the heavens, not just to a dragnet, but to a dragnet thrown into the sea that 
catches fish of every kind and is drawn to shore by fisher-folk who sit down and sort it, putting the good into baskets 
and throwing away the bad. To what might this parable invite us?  As we confine ourselves to essential shopping 
during the pandemic, many are asking what is good and what is not so good, what sort of future do we really want. 
Do we want to perpetuate a consumerist life-style that appropriates far more than our share of the world’s resources 
and leaves little time or energy for considering either the plight of our endangered planet or the needs and aspirations 
of those on the edge? There is a new realisation that standard of living and quality of life are far from synonymous.  
 

The summary statement tells us that, like Matthew’s community, we need to be “scribes” educated in the ways of 
God. We need to bring out of the treasury of our traditions “what is new and what is old”, wisely discerning what to 
keep and what to relinquish. Parables help to subvert our presuppositions. They disturb our complacency if we allow 
them to do so. The parables of the buried treasure, the priceless pearl and the dragnet remind us that gospel 
discipleship demands an all-embracing investment of heart and spirit. We search our hearts to know where our 
treasure lies and join with others who show us how we might claim it for the common good of the entire Earth 
community. 

 
Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 

 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 1 and 2 August 2020 

18th Sunday in Ord Time A 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 100 people at each Mass) 

Readings:    Isaiah 55:1-3 
    Romans 8:35, 37-39  
                    Matthew 14:13-21 

 
Thought for the Week 

“The parish is a beacon that radiates the 
light of the faith and thus responds to the 
deepest and truest desires of the human 
heart, giving meaning and hope to the 
lives of individuals and families.” (Pope 
Benedict XVI) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……..…Mass STM 
 4.30pm………PPC Agenda 
 5.30pm…….Mass St Pat’s 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……...…Mass STM 
 

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am..Liturgy of the Word 
  

Friday:         9.00am……...…Mass STM 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
      
  

(Please note that numbers at each Mass 
on weekdays and weekends will be 
limited to 100 people.)  
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July 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
Great to see more of you venturing out to Mass at the weekend 
and during the week.  Thanks for your patience with the 
processes we are required to adhere to at the moment.  There is 
no change to the situation where, based on the 4 square metre 
per person rule, we are able to accommodate up to 100 people 
in our church at any one time.  Social distancing of 1.5 metres 
has been used for setting out the chairs.  The number of 100 
applies to both weekend and weekday Masses. 
 

Thanks for your assistance with providing contact details.  We 
have now given out lots of tickets so that makes the checking in 
process much easier.  Don’t forget that our ticketing system 
operates in collaboration with St Patrick’s Cathedral so that a 
ticket issued in either parish can be used at both.  Thanks for 
arriving a bit earlier for Mass as it does assist with the time 
required to sign people in. 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we 
can discuss a possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need 
transport to get to Mass, please phone the office and we will 
follow up with Care and Concern.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
do not come, remembering that there are still lots of online Mass 
options. 
 

Our priests are still offering us the option of home Masses – to 
celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Membership: 
As we enter the second half of 2020, we are looking for three new 
members to join the Parish Pastoral Council.  Term of 
membership is 2 years with a possible extension for a further 
year.  This is a great opportunity to be part of supporting the life 
of our parish and shaping the parish direction for the future.  If 
you are considering putting your hand up, please chat to one of 
the members of the current Council or to Michael, the Parish 
Leader. 
 

60 Years of St Thomas More’s Parish: 
On September 4 it will be 60 years since St Thomas More’s 
officially became a Parish.  We are planning to celebrate this 
milestone in our Parish’s history and are inviting people to 
volunteer to be part of a committee to prepare for this event.  
Please talk to Michael, the Parish Leader, or to Kathryn Boulus if 
interested. 
 

Baptism: 
This weekend we welcome into our Church Community 
Sebastian Theodore Bentley son of Shaun and Tegan Bentley. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The next Sacramental Program starts with an Information 
Session for Parents on Tuesday 4 August – come at either 9.00 
am or 7.00 pm - in the Church.  This group will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance this year and Confirmation and First 
Communion in 2021.  For further details, please contact Michael, 
our Parish Leader, by phone, 4635 9555, mobile, 0407 804 461, 
or by email, parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au   Parents who 
have previously contacted Michael to be part of the Program will 
receive a direct communication.   
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

 

 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

Days for Girls Toowoomba Inc: 
We are pleased to advise that Days for Girls Toowoomba Inc have 
commenced a co-tenancy of the Parish Convent with Rosies as of 
20 July 2020.  The Days for Girls Toowoomba Chapter is a group 
of women who sew reusable sanitary products for girls and 
women in underprivileged countries.  They also provide an 
environment in which women from the Toowoomba community 
can socialise with others while making a contribution to women 
in other countries.  They are a registered charity and funds raised 
are used to provide materials for the kits and transport of those 
to places of need. 
 

Congratulations to Fr Vince Carroll MSC who celebrated 55 
years of Priestly ministry this week. 

 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
 

1. Free digital copies of The Catholic Leader: Visit their website 
to view a free digital copy.  

 

2. Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources 
for each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  
The resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
From St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday at 

9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

This is continuing after weekend Masses recommence. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray, 
Margaret Betros, Fr Tom Keegan. We remember all who are ill 
with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased:  We remember all victims of COVID-19 
Anniversaries:  Msgr John Bennett, Most Rev Basil Roper DD 

 

                       WEEK 1 Roster – 01st/02nd August  
6 . 0 0 P M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

ORGANIST/SINGER S Langford, Kathy Ferguson 
READERS M Cash, A Emery, M Tranter, 

A Grimshaw 
8 . 3 0 A M  M A S S  R O S T E R  

ORGANIST/SINGER S Holcombe 
READERS G Hutchinson, S Wilson, J Foley,  

D Gardiner  
MONEY COUNTERS J/R Vallely, R Webb, D Neal 

 
 Giving 18/19 July 

Planned  $2217.00 

Loose    $505.50 

Pay Point    $110.00 
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