
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 4 – 5 July 2020 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday 

 

Readings: Zechariah 9:9-10; Romans 8:9, 11-13; Matthew 11:25-30 
 

Today’s gospel begins with Jesus’ prayer of thanksgiving to God. The verb “to thank” in this instance has connotations of 
blessing. In this prayer of blessing or thanksgiving, Jesus contrasts those who consider themselves wise and intelligent 
with the truly wise ones, the “little ones” who know the daily struggle to survive, those to whom the secrets of God’s empire 
have been revealed. The prosperity gospel that affirms the acquisition of wealth is far removed from the gospel preached 
by Jesus of Nazareth and proclaimed in Matthew’s gospel. God’s ways turn human expectations upside down.  
 
The final verses of today’s gospel are among the best known and best loved in all of the gospel tradition. “Come to me…and 
I will give you rest” is a lovely invitation. It is issued to those who are weary and burdened, and that includes most of us at 
some time or another. We might hear it spoken to all who are working tirelessly to address the effects of Covid-19. We 
might equally hear it as addressed to African Americans and First Peoples of Australia who are weary and burdened by 
waiting for justice. The “rest” that Jesus offers is God’s rest. It is not just relief from drudgery and hard work. In the biblical 
tradition, rest is shabbat. It is freedom from any sort of enslavement. It is freedom to remember God’s goodness in creation. 
Rest time or shabbat is about making a space to contemplate the wonder of the galaxies, the wonder of life in all its forms 
and all its potentialities. God’s rest restores life to our wearied spirits. It frees us to open ourselves to ever new possibilities 
and to be there for others. Spending a little time each day with a poem or a beautiful painting can be an experience of 
entering into God’s rest.  
 
“Take my yoke upon you…” is Jesus’ further invitation. Later in this gospel, the same verb will be used when Jesus tells 
his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them … take up their cross and follow me.”  The “yoke” of Jesus, the 
cross that he will take up, and the cross that his disciples are invited to bear are all of a piece. A yoke is a cross-beam or 
cross-bar. Jesus will carry his cross-beam to execution. Disciples, in their turn, will carry their cross-beams, figuratively if 
not literally. They will not be weighed down or burdened by this prospect for the “yoke” of which Jesus speaks is easy and 
the burden is light. How can this be? The answer lies in the final invitation: “Learn of me, for I am gentle and humble of 
heart….” In Matthew, the gentle are said to be blessed. There is nothing weak about the gentle (“meek” is not a helpful 
translation). The non-violent methods of the gentle are infinitely more effective in restoring creation than the violence of so 
many who present themselves as “wise and intelligent”. God’s “rest” is the source of their power-and of ours. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 11 and 12 July 2020 
 

15th Sunday in Ord Time A 
 

Saturday 6 pm Mass 
Sunday 8.30 am Mass 

(Maximum 100 people at each Mass) 
 

Readings:   Isaiah 55:10-11 
     Romans 8:18-23 
                   Matthew 13:1-23 
 

Thought for the Week 
The land is the generation point of 
existence: living itself is the maintenance 
of creation and the ancestral spirits. 
Living itself is a religion.  (Clint 
McGoldrick) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
   

Mon – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 
Mon – Sat     5.30pm…...Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am………..…..…Mass 
 6.30pm..PPC Zoom Meeting 
  

Thursday 9.00am……….………Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

(Please note that numbers at each Mass 
will be limited to 20 people up to and 
including Friday 10 July, after which we 
will move to 100 at each Mass.)  
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July 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
 

Mass Numbers and Weekend Masses: 
 

On June 25, Bishop Robert sent the following letter:  
  

Letter from Bishop Robert (25/06/2020): 
 

“The Queensland Government has approved an Industry 
COVID Safe Plan for Places of Worship in Queensland. This 
has also been signed off by the Queensland Bishops. It 
now allows for up to 100 individuals to gather subject to 

additional compliance measures and increased 
responsibility that must be strictly adhered to. 
 

As most parishes will be unable to meet the additional 

requirements of the above plan and it is less than 3 weeks, 
when on 10 July 2020, Stage 3 of the Queensland 
Government Roadmap lessens restrictions, in this Diocese 
we will wait until 10 July 2020, to increase gatherings to 
100 individuals (subject to the 4 square metre rule). 
 

As from 16 June 2020, the current restrictions and 

requirements are:  
• 20 for religious ceremonies (Mass, baptisms, 

weddings), subject to the 4 square metre rule. 

• Up to 100 for funerals, subject to the 4 square metre 
rule. 

• The parish is now required to record and keep contact 
details for 56 days from the day collected.  

• Members of choirs are required to abide by 1 person 
per 7 square metre rule. 

 

As many parishes will be developing ways to record 
attendance. St Patrick’s Cathedral has opted for a 
card/number allocation system. For further information on 

how this works, please contact the Cathedral parish on 
4637 1500 or admin@stpats.org.au 
 

I know all this has required extra work locally and I thank 
you for your hard work and compliance. 
 

+Robert  

(Most Reverend Robert McGuckin, Bishop of Toowoomba)” 
 
On June 30, the Premier announced changes to restrictions to 
take effect from Friday 3 July.  In the State roadmap for Stage 3 
restrictions from 3 July, weddings and funerals received specific 
mention with numbers up to a maximum of 100 (though social 
distancing and numbers in a space based on 4 square metres per 
person still apply). 
 

The roadmap does not specifically mention Places of Worship.  In 
a Zoom meeting on Thursday 2 July, Bishop Robert explained that 
the current requirements for us to have 100 people in our space 
are numerous and quite onerous to comply with.  At the same 
time he indicated that, with the borders opening on July 10, there 
will also be much less onerous requirements to comply with in 
our churches in order to have 100 people in our space from that 
date. 
 

As a result, on 2 July Bishop Robert reiterated his advice of 25 
June that we will wait until after 10 July to increase gatherings to 
100 people subject to the 4 square metre rule and social 
distancing. 
 

We will therefore continue through the week beginning 6 July to 
restrict numbers at weekday Masses to 20.  We will commence 
weekend Masses on the weekend of 11 and 12 July.  Based on 
the 4 square metre rule, we will be able to accommodate 100 
people in our church at any one time.  Social distancing of 1.5 
metres will be used for setting out the chairs at that time. 
 

We will continue to use the ticketing system that we have been 
using for the last four weeks for weekday Masses.  Remember - 
if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone who is unable 
to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we can discuss a 
possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need transport to 
get to Mass, please phone the office and we will follow up with 
Care and Concern. 
 

Our priests are still offering us the option of home Masses – to 
celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au.  
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
for copies to be delivered or posted. 
 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 

 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
 

1. Free digital copies of The Catholic Leader: Visit their website 
to view a free digital copy.  

 

2. Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources 
for each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  
The resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
From St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba each Sunday at 

9:00am. Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

This will be continuing when weekend Masses recommence. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray. We 
remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: We remember all victims of COVID-19 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Simon O’Dea, Rev Fr Ralph Underwood, 
Rev Fr John Clancy.    
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Land: A Generation Point for Existence 

By Clint McGoldrick 

(Clint McGoldrick is a descendent from the Worimi people of Forster, NSW. He is a teacher within Edmund Rice Education 

Australia, an ACU Masters Theology Graduate, and a Deacon Candidate for the Archdiocese of Brisbane.) 

The starting point for Aboriginal Spirituality is creation. Creation narratives describe a period of intense 

creativity that contains the blueprint for all life: there was a period of dark, featureless matter from which the 

first ancestral beings emerged. The first Ancestral Spirits took shape and appearance of humans and 

animals, who moved across the landscapes creating the entire natural world. After this period, the ancestral 

spirits remained in the land and co-existed with the first people whom they brought into being: they assumed 

the identity of numinous, totemic spirits. With the spirits being responsible for the shaping of creation and 

animation of all life, the first people inherited the maintenance of creation: the creative spirits are the true 

landowners, and humans are the trustees, responsible to the creative spirits for the stewardship of the land. 

Law subsequently created a reminder of how to care for creation and that people were in a relationship with 

all species, land features and sacred sites. A partnership between the land and its people nurtured a spiritual 

attunedness of one to another - "…a corporate organic whole, at least as animate, sentient, intelligent and 

self-conscious as any of its organic parts." (Eugene Stockton) 

Life imbued creation, where Dreaming (originating from eternity) became the continual obligation of 

maintaining moral order. Spiritual Dreaming can be considered a logos, an 'every when', a connection to land 

existing through the laws developed at the time of creation.  

Physical Dreaming is the day to day living that requires Aboriginal people to be custodians who are 

responsible for relationships with all species and sacred sites, to preserve this essence of Law. A subsistent, 

nomadic lifestyle allowed Aboriginal people to remain accountable to the ecological world which accepted 

"…indigenous intrusion and use of that ecology only on sound practices of interaction with the spirit of the 

land, manifested in strict rules or respect and tradition." (Kristina Everett). An oligarchy ensured that 

Aboriginal people and groups gave responsibility for different parts and features of the land, where a law of 

averages ensured different people cared for the whole land. 

Ritual brings the spiritual and physical Dreaming of Aboriginal people together: it was a potent reminder of 

important cosmogenic, cosmological, and temporal truths. Aboriginal lifestyle incorporated sacramental 

actions and initiations, lore, which allowed the passing of sacred Law through each subsequent generation. 

The poetic languages of song, ceremony and story gave Aboriginal people voices that transcended from the 

underworld, allowing the spiritual existence on the other side to reflect the material existence on this side, 

creating an interpenetrating connectedness. 

The land is the generation point of existence: living itself is the maintenance of creation and the ancestral 

spirits. Living itself is a religion. 

 

(The above article is taken from a resource package provided by the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Catholic Council for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday which normally marks the 

beginning of NAIDOC Week.  Because of the current situation with COVID-19 restrictions, NAIDOC Week 

2020 has been postponed and will now be celebrated from 8 to 15 November) 



Parish life in a post-COVID world 

Fr Noel Connolly SSC, Plenary Council Facilitation Team 

What will we do when we finally get back to our parishes? I don’t think anyone really knows, but I suspect it 
will not be business as usual. For many it will be a joy to return to the Masses they have missed so much; for 
others it may be a little more complicated. 
 
Our lives have been turned upside down and we will have had months to think with only streamed Masses 
to accompany us. There is much to rethink and rebuild. There will be questions that we will only slowly come 
to appreciate. 
 
That is why I believe that it is fortunate that the assemblies of the Plenary Council have been delayed. We 
will need time to come to grips with our new reality. 
 
Two issues which we will need to consider are the role of priests and the practice of liturgy. 
 
One thing this period of isolation has taught us is that historically we have been a too priest-centred Church 
and this has left us unprepared for our present reality. Even our solutions are priest-centred.   We stream 
Masses.   These can be beautiful, encouraging and nourishing, but they highlight a number of weaknesses 
in our Catholic practice. 
 
The Eucharist is the source and summit of our Christian lives but, for many, it is their only way to encounter 
God. We have no second or third strings to our bows and lay people feel a little lost.  They were not trained 
to lead worship either in their parishes or at home with their families. 
 
In a Church where, for most people, liturgy is not really liturgy unless they receive the Eucharist, it will require 
a lot of patience and catechesis to train people to share the Scriptures, to appreciate the Divine Office, to 
practice lectio divina and to develop family celebrations of the Word of God that will sustain them in times like 
these. 
 
Perhaps even today, besides streaming Masses we should also trust our people’s sensus fidei – their instinct 
for God – and encourage them to find creative ways to pray. 
 
One problem with streamed Masses is that it reduces us to spectators, whereas liturgy is essentially a 
community event and participation is critical. Watching Mass has brought back many nourishing memories, 
but I wonder if when we return to our parishes we will not want to participate more. 
 
The first two stages of the Plenary Council process have already raised significant questions about the role 
of priests and the involvement of laity in ministry and leadership. The coronavirus crisis should give these 
questions special urgency and poignancy. 
 
For years now, we have experienced a shortage of priests that we have tried to solve in all kinds of ways 
except training our lay people to take more responsibility for worship and leadership. I know of no diocese 
where there is a concerted plan to train lay leaders and ministers to take over despite it being obvious that in 
around 10 years it will be the only solution. 
 
Despite the suffering and tragedy of the COVID-19 crisis, it may still be a graced moment for us in the 
Australian Church. It has highlighted some important issues we do need to discern. Our isolation and the 
closure of our churches have given these issues special urgency. 
 
The Plenary Council provides us with the process and tools to discern and discuss and the delay in the first 
session gives us the time to make sense of what is presently happening to us. May the Holy Spirit be with 
us. 
 
 

(The article above is reproduced from the Plenary Council website.  It was written by Fr Noel Connolly shortly 
before his death on June 6 this year.  The Plenary Council sessions have now been postponed for a year 
from October 2020 and June/July 2021 to October 2021 and July 2022.  The papers produced by the 
Discernment and Writing Groups, and released at Pentecost this year, can be accessed via the following link: 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discernment/ ) 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discernment/
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