
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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The Most Holy Trinity Year A: 6 – 7 June, 2020 
 

Readings: Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; John 3:16-18 
 

 “She has gone to God and God is very near”. Some dear friends of mine chose these words for the cover of 
their mother’s funeral booklet. Their choice of words demonstrates their faith in God of whom John writes in 
today’s gospel. For them, as for us, God is not a distant God, but rather a God of communion, and a God in 
communion with the world: “God so loved the world….” John uses the term “world” here to refer to humanity in 
need of salvation.  Jesus is the one through whom the world is saved, the one through whom God gives “eternal 
life” (zoē aiōnios), literally “life of the age”. “Eternal life” or “life of the age” is not referring to ordinary life (psychē), 
but to a share in God’s life that has no beginning and no end. The whole gospel was written that we “may have 
life (zoē)”, the life that has no end (John 20:31).  
 

Nothing in John’s gospel should be read in isolation from the whole.  Our passage forms part of Jesus’ dialogue 
with a Pharisee called Nicodemus who recognizes that Jesus is “of God”. Jesus leads Nicodemus from a basic 
and fairly literal understanding to new understandings about what it means to be in relationship with God. The 
need to be “born of the Spirit” is part of the conversation that forms the context for the three verses chosen for 
today’s gospel. Trinitarian language pervades John’s gospel and is present elsewhere in the Christian 
scriptures, almost certainly reflecting the incipient belief of the earliest communities that God is one, as Jewish 
faith asserts, and at the same time three-in-one.  This belief was to develop over the subsequent centuries into 
the doctrine of the Trinity which is at the very heart of Christian faith.  
 

Perichoresis, a Greek term suggestive of dancing or of figures interweaving, is one of the earliest images for 
this Trinitarian life of God. The life that is in God is three and yet one in a totally harmonious dance of equals. 
The wonder is that we are invited to join the dance. Trinity Sunday is the day that we set aside to celebrate who 
God is in Godself and who God is in relation to the whole of creation. We celebrate the nearness of the Triune 
God who draws us as participants into the dance of life and love. We hear later in John’s gospel that the Spirit 
of truth guides us “into all the truth”. We continue to listen to the Spirit so that we might understand more fully 
the “things that are to come” and the relatedness we are called to live. The dance of Trinitarian love casts out 
hatred and enmity and wanton destruction and calls us to live in harmony with one another and with all of God’s 
creation. With Covid-19 affecting the entire human community, we reflect anew on what it means to “have the 
life of the age” and to live in loving communion with one another and with the natural world. 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:…………………,Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 13 and 14 June 2020 
 

Corpus Christi 
 

No Sunday Mass 
 
Readings:     Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16 
     1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
                     John 6:51-58 
 

Thought for the Week 
“God does not want so much to reveal 
to us that he exists, but rather that he is 
the ‘God with us,’ that he loves us, is 
interested in our personal story and 
cares for each person, from the 
smallest to the greatest.” Pope Francis 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
   

Mon – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 
Mon – Sat     5.30pm…...Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am………..…..…Mass 
  

Thursday 9.00am……….………Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

(Please note that numbers at each 
Mass will be limited to 20 people) 
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HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
Please see Page 3 for details about weekday Masses starting from 
Monday, June 8, both at St Thomas More’s and at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral.   Our priests are still offering us the option of home 
Masses – to celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the 
office at St Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email 
admin@stpats.org.au. Please leave your name, contact number 
and your preferred date and time.  Once they have worked out 
who is available, that Priest will make contact with you regarding 
more details.  Current limits to visitor numbers to the home will 

apply (20 people). 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.  
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 

 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

The Swag, Quarterly Magazine of the National Council of 
Priests (NCP): 
NCP are offering free online access to a Page Turner and a PDF 
of the Winter 2020 edition.  To access, go to www.theswag.org.au 
and on the home page click on the yellow box.  We still have 
paper copies of the Autumn Edition – free to collect from the 
Parish Office or when in the Church. 
 

Australian Catholics: 
Copies of the latest issue of Australian Catholics, are now 
available – free to collect from the Parish Office or when in the 
Church.  Other resources available at their website: 
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/ 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and available on demand: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
Access to Australian Catholic Bishops Conference sites:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
Access to complimentary Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 
 

Devotional Sites and Apps: 
 

• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 

each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of options 
available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins. We remember all 
who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: All victims of the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Beryl Lobo, Rev Fr Charles Casey, Rev Fr Pat 

Hall.  
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We are very happy to announce that  

as from Monday, 8th June 

St Thomas More’s and St Patrick’s Cathedral will be offering 

weekday Mass. 

Following Government restrictions numbers will be capped 

at 20 people. 
 

St Thomas More’s will offer 1 Mass each weekday: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri at 9.00am and Tues at 5.30. 

St Pat’s will offer 2 Masses each weekday and one on Saturday:  

• Monday to Friday, 7am and 5.30pm, and Sat. 7am. 

All distancing, sanitizing, contact details, and cleaning procedures will be followed. 

 

To make things a little easier in the future, when we are allowed to gather in larger 

numbers, as you arrive for Mass for the first time, we will write down your details for 

contact tracing.  You will be then be allotted a number and given a card for your use 

(each adult or child will have their own card).   This means that after you have been 

registered, to make it quicker in the future, all you will need to do is present your card 

and the number will be recorded.  A central record of your details pertaining to that 

number will be kept at the Parish Office, should information be needed for contact 

tracing for a particular day.   This system is in partnership with St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

so a card issued in either place can be used in both places. 

 

Please know that this information will not be used for any other reason and will be 

destroyed once contact tracing is no longer a government requirement. 

 

Looking forward to once again celebrating Mass with you.  We apologise in advance 

to those people who will come to celebrate Eucharist but find that the approved 

number has been reached.  It saddens us all that we have to exclude anyone from 

these celebrations, but we encourage you to take note of the other Mass times and 

come again. 

 

To quote a line from the hymn, The Servant Song, which we say to each other this 

day - “I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through”. 

 

God Bless.   
 

Michael Bermingham, Fr Michael, Fr Hal, Fr Tom and Fr Nandana. 

 



 

PLENARY COUNCIL UPDATE 

From Mary Otto, diocesan contact for the Plenary Council 

“As in so many aspects of our lives, COVID-19 has had an impact on the plans for the Plenary Council. The 

first assembly has been postponed for 12 months and will now be held in Adelaide in October 2021, followed 

by the second assembly in Sydney in April 2022. 

On Pentecost Sunday 2020 the Discernment Papers prepared by each of the six Discernment and Writing 

groups, were published on the Plenary website.  These papers are the outcome of each of the teams deeply 

discerning the multitude of responses to the Listening and Discernment process in the light of one of the six 

themes which emerged from our earlier participation in the Listening and Dialogue phase. 

It is interesting to note that the issues raised by the people in the first phase of Listening and Dialogue are 

addressed in each of the papers, despite the groups working independently of each other.  Concerns relating 

to indigenous peoples and their culture, the role of women and laity, sexuality and marriage, the place of the 

divorced or separated, young people, victims of abuse, our commission as the baptised, care of creation, 

liturgy and language and faith formation, arise again and again. I urge you to check the website: 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/   

You will find the Discernment papers under the Heading “Discernment” (accessible via this link: 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discernment/).  Each paper begins with a 

Forward by Archbishop Timothy Costelloe (President of the 5th Plenary Council for the Church in Australia) 

and an Executive Summary.  Each of the papers then reflects on relevant elements, outlines the pastoral 

reality, shares a theological vision, notes the challenges to be overcome, asks pertinent questions and makes 

proposals for change.” 

 

 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – JUNE 5 2020 

 
World Environment Day, hosted by Colombia this 2020, is the most renowned day for environmental action. 
Since 1974, it has been celebrated every year on 5 June: engaging governments, businesses, celebrities and 
citizens to focus their efforts on a pressing environmental issue. 
 
This year, the theme is biodiversity – a concern that is both urgent and existential. Recent events, from bushfires 
in Brazil, the United States, and Australia to locust infestations across East Africa – and now, a global disease 
pandemic – demonstrate the interdependence of humans and the webs of life, in which they exist. 
 
Biodiversity is the foundation that supports all life on land and below water. It affects every aspect of human health, 
providing clean air and water, nutritious foods, scientific understanding and medicine sources, natural disease 
resistance, and climate change mitigation. Changing, or removing one element of this web affects the entire life 
system and can produce negative consequences. 
 
Human actions, including deforestation, encroachment on wildlife habitats, intensified agriculture, and acceleration 
of climate change, have pushed nature beyond its limit. It would take 1.6 Earths to meet the demands that humans 
make of nature each year. If we continue on this path, biodiversity loss will have severe implications for humanity, 
including the collapse of food and health systems. 
 
The emergence of COVID-19 has underscored the fact that, when we destroy biodiversity, we destroy the system 
that supports human life. Today, it is estimated that, globally, about one billion cases of illness and millions of deaths 
occur every year from diseases caused by coronaviruses; and about 75 per cent of all emerging infectious diseases 
in humans are zoonotic, meaning that they are transmitted to people by animals. 
 
Nature is sending us a message. 
 

(Material sourced from the United Nations World Environment Day website) 
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