
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Pentecost Sunday Year A: 30 - 31 May, 2020 
 

Readings: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23 
 

Pentecost Sunday is often called the birthday of the Church. The earth itself features powerfully in the imagery 
associated with this feast: harvest, mountain, earthquake, thunder, fire. For the ancient Israelites, Pentecost (meaning 
‘fiftieth’) was a harvest festival celebrated fifty days after the opening of the harvest. When the Jerusalem Temple 
was built, this harvest festival was transformed into a pilgrimage feast to celebrate the covenant that Israel had made 
with God on Mt Sinai. Several decades after the death of Jesus, the early Christians reflected on their origins and 
chose this feast to mark the birth of God’s new covenant with God’s people. In today’s first reading (Acts 2:1-11), 
Luke tells the new Pentecost story in symbolic language that evokes the story of Moses and the people of Israel 
receiving God’s Law on Mt. Sinai. Just as God’s presence to Israel was marked by earthquake and thunder and fire, 
so God’s Spirit enveloping the people of the new covenant in the upper room appears in a mighty rush of wind and 
tongues of fire. Luke’s account also evokes early rabbinic teaching that the voice of God on Sinai divided into seventy 
tongues and all the nations received God’s Law in their own tongue.   
 

For the teaching at the heart of the new covenant, we turn to the gospel reading from John 20:19-23. The resurrected 
Christ appears to the disciples who are huddled behind locked doors. He offers the simple greeting: “Peace be with 
you,” the greeting we have been in the practice of offering each other with a simple gesture at every Eucharistic 
celebration-until Covid-19 challenged us to find other ways of communicating the peace of Christ. Jesus sends his 
disciples on a mission of peace in continuity with his own God-inspired mission. He breathes on them the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and tells them that God will forgive those whom they forgive, and will “retain” or “seize hold of” the 
transgressions of those whose sins or transgressions they “retain”. To seize hold of wrong-doing is to expose it and 
deal with it. Sometimes it is best to forgive and simply allow everyone to move on. In other situations, an easy amnesty 
only exacerbates the problem.  
 

Much of the enduring conflict in our world derives from the inability of ordinary people and of both church and civic 
leaders to know how to deal with transgression. The Holy Spirit is the unique source of our capacity to deal with the 
perpetrators of violence. The Holy Spirit is likewise the source of our power to forgive, of our power to refrain from 
vengeance and our power to ensure restoration and healing. In our times, the earth itself cries out for forgiveness, 
for restoration and for healing.  As we celebrate this feast of the Holy Spirit in a time of pandemic, we might consider 
engaging in a “values inventory” by looking at how much of our personal and collective resources we invest in the 
things that make for peace.  

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
 

Parish Leader:…………….Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………………..Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:…………………….Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………………...Tim Davis 
Secretary:…………………………….Donna Pugh 
Secretary:…………………………..Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………………Michael Cash 
APRE:………………………………...Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…………..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

Next Sunday – 6 and 7 June 2020 
 

The Most Holy Trinity: 
 

No Mass 
 

Readings:     Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9 
        2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
                     John 3:16-18 
 

Thought for the Week 
“Renew Your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. 
Grant to Your Church that, being of one mind and steadfast in 
prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and following the lead 
of blessed Peter, it may advance the reign of our Divine 
Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and 
peace. Amen.” Pope John XXIII (1962) 
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May/June2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
Please see Page 3 for a road map for our parish going forward 
over the next couple of months. Our priests are still offering us 
an option for smaller gatherings with changes to restrictions – to 
celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au. 
Please leave your name, contact number and your preferred date 
and time.  Once they have worked out who is available, that Priest 
will make contact with you regarding more details.  Current limits 
to visitor numbers to the home will apply (total of 5 visitors 

including the priest). 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.  
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 

 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Important Update from Bishop Robert: 
Bishop Robert has approved our plan for reopening the Church so 
we can now publish the details (See Road Map on Page 3).  
 

Bishop Robert has also advised that both Fr Don Murray and Fr 
Jamie Collins have been discharged from hospital as of last 
Thursday, 28 May.  Fr Don has gone back to his residence, his 
unit at Vianney Village. Nurses and Care 7 days a week at this 
time.  Fr Jamie has gone to his parent’s home in Warwick. Rahab 
will continue for some weeks and he will remain at Warwick.  
Bishop Robert has asked us to give thanks for this good news, 
praying both continue to improve and return to full good health. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and available on demand: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
Access to Australian Catholic Bishops Conference sites:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
Access to complimentary  Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 
 
 

 

Devotional Sites and Apps: 
 

• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 

each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of options 
available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins. We remember all 
who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: All victims of the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Joseph McKey, Rev Fr Kevin Noble. 
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                    Planned Giving  

PLANNED GIVING 

 

Access to Copies of The Swag, Quarterly Magazine of 
the National Council of Priests (NCP): 
With the suspension of Sunday Masses around the country, the 
Winter edition of The Swag will not be sent out.  NCP will 
however be offering free online access to a Page Turner 
and a PDF of the Winter 2020 edition.  To access, go to 
www.theswag.org.au and on the home page click on the yellow 
box.  We still have paper copies of the Autumn Edition in the 

Parish Office – free to collect. 
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The way forward at St Thomas More’s…….. 
 

These follow the stages as directed by the Queensland Government and Toowoomba Diocese.    
 

NB: At all stages, for all events: social distancing to be observed, hand sanitiser to be used, recording of attendees 
required for tracing, entry and exit by front door - west facing to convent – only, and sanitising of door handles, 
chairs, toilets before and after the event. 
 

Stage one:  May 15th  – June 1st 

 (Limits of 10 people gathered, except funerals – 20 people) 
  

• St Thomas More’s will remain closed (except for funerals).  

• Home Masses are available through contacting St Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or admin@stpats.org.au as 5 
visitors are allowed to any household. 

• Funerals with up to 20 people can be held at St Thomas More’s (20 does not include celebrant, organist or funeral 
directors).  

• Live Streamed Masses will continue on Sundays from St Patrick’s Cathedral.  

• Meetings for 10 or fewer people can be held in the church foyer.  

• Weddings at St Thomas More’s available with 10 people.  
 

Stage two:  June 1st-  – July 10th 
 (Limits of 20 people gathered, except funerals -50 people) 
 

• Home Masses remain available (up to 20 people). 

• Some Weekday Masses and Wednesday Liturgy of the Word resume with up to 20 people.  

• Funerals with up to 50 people can be held at St Thomas More’s (50 does not include celebrant,  
organist or funeral directors).  

• Weddings/Individual Baptisms offered at St Thomas More’s with up to 20 people.  

• Meetings for 18 or fewer people can be held in the church foyer. 

• Meetings in Parish Office – main meeting room maximum of 8 people, meeting room near main entrance door 
maximum of 4 people. 

• Times of personal prayer/adoration available in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, [probably Tuesday 10am – 12 
Noon, Wednesday  10am – 12 Noon] limited to a maximum of 4 people at a time (chairs not to be 
moved!)(need to check in with staff in office to be signed in and to obtain key, sanitising wipes and spray for 
chairs.  Chairs to be sprayed, door handles to be wiped and key returned to office when departing).  

 

Stage three: July 11th  – TBA (Limits of 100 people) 
 

• Funerals, Weddings and Individual Baptisms available at St Thomas More’s.  

• Sunday Masses will commence at the beginning of this stage with numbers limited to 100 people.  Details re Mass 
times and number of Masses to be advised closer to July 11th.  No cuppa after Mass. 

• Live Streamed Sunday Masses will continue from St Patrick’s Cathedral. 

• Weekday Masses and Wednesday Liturgy of the Word continue. 

• Meetings for 18 or fewer people can be held in the church foyer. 

• Meetings in Parish Office – main meeting room maximum of 8 people, meeting room near main entrance door 
maximum of 4 people. 

• Times of personal prayer/adoration available in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, [probably Tuesday 10am – 12 
Noon, Wednesday  10am – 12 Noon] limited to a maximum of 4 people at a time (chairs not to be moved!) 
(need to check in with staff in office to be signed in and to obtain key, sanitising wipes and spray for chairs.  
Chairs to be sprayed, door handles to be wiped and key returned to office when departing).  

 

Cleaning will be done by staff of St Thomas More’s, except for private Prayer time in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
from Stage 2.   
 

Should this staged approach change you will be notified. 
 

This staged approach is the only real way we can proceed taking into account the requirements of Government and 
Diocese, but uppermost is your safety and health as we continue to mov toward being fully together again.  
 

Thank you for your patience, Michael and Fr Michael. 
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What is National Reconciliation Week? 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 

cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in 

Australia. 

The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two 

significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court 

Mabo decision respectively. 

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a 

nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

National Reconciliation Week  2020 Theme 

In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of  shaping Australia’s journey towards a more just, 

equitable and reconciled nation. 

Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement for reconciliation, including greater 

acknowledgement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of the 

impact of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an embracing of stories of Indigenous success and 

contribution. 

2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 2000, when people came together 

to walk on bridges and roads across the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia. 

As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, and Australians now benefit from the 

efforts and contributions of people committed to reconciliation in the past. 

Today we work together to further that national journey towards a fully reconciled country. 

Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities, organisations 

and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between the broader 

Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing unity and mutual respect as we come 

together and connect with one another. 

On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has a role to play when it comes to 

reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures. 

National Reconciliation Week  2020 Artwork 

Reconciliation a continuing journey of growth and togetherness 

The logo for National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 2020 is based on artwork created by Biripi/Bunjalung 

woman Nikita Ridgeway entitled, “Reconciliation, a continuing journey of growth and togetherness.” 

The artwork’s design elements represent Australians together on a national journey of reconciliation while 

paying homage to the past and recognising the present. 

More information at: https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/ 

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
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