
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ Year A: 13 – 14 June, 2020 
 

Readings: Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58 
 

Bread is staple food for much of the world’s population. It is also a metaphor for the food that sustains the life of the human 
community. Being able to “put bread on the table” is the most basic of desires. Witness the haunting images of starving 
“migrant workers” walking away from cities locked down for fear of pandemic, walking to their homes in rural India where 
they may find life-restoring “roti”!  
 
Bread means life. Jesus’ claim to be “the living bread” is a unique expression paralleled by his earlier  claim to be “living 
water”. It teases the reader with the possibility of multiple meanings. It refers, at one level, to bread sustains “ordinary” life. 
At another level, it is the gift of God’s life (zoē), the life that never ends. As we reflect on the symbolism of bread, we attend 
also to the plight of those without bread. While there is sufficient “bread” to satisfy the hunger of everyone on the planet,  
over two billion people are desperately hungry, including the desperate “migrant workers” of India.  
 
Today’s gospel passage belongs within a section of John’s gospel generally called the Bread of Life Discourse. Some 
scholars suggest that the discourse as a whole is cast in the form of a synagogue homily. In this view, it is a rabbinic type 
exposition of Exodus 16:4 and Psalm 78:4-5 on the manna/bread that God rains from heaven. In John 6:51-58, there are 
allusions to Eucharist as both meal and sacrifice. Jesus is the manna or bread from heaven. Life comes from eating his 
flesh/body. It also comes from drinking his blood. For the ancient Israelites, the life was in the blood.  Blood poured out is 
life poured out. To drink the wine/blood is to participate in the life of Christ poured out.  
 
A simple analogy from my own context might help us to grasp something of the mystery that we call Eucharist. My home 
town, Ballarat, is the site of the Eureka rebellion. The Eureka flag is housed in a place of honour in the Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Eureka. At one level, this flag is fabric and thread. At another, it far transcends the materials from which it is 
crafted. These materials were transformed, possibly by women from my own parish, into a symbol of freedom for the 
Eureka rebels. In the process, they changed their purpose and meaning; so too with the bread and wine of our Eucharistic 
celebrations. They have become, in a very real though mysterious sense, the body and blood of Christ.  
 
This Sunday, very few of us can actually participate in a Eucharistic celebration. We can take time to pray, to reflect on the 
Word and on the meaning of Eucharist. While we reflect on this mystery, we ground our faith in action designed to address 
the issue of global hunger and the circumstances that inhibit access to “bread” for all. The feast of the Body and Blood of 
Christ invites us to careful consumption of the world’s resources so that all God’s people and all God’s creatures may have 
life. 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 20 and 21 June 2020 
 

12th Sunday in Ord Time A 
 

No Sunday Mass 
 

Readings:     Jeremiah 20:10-13 
     Romans 5:12-15 
                     Matthew 10:26-33 
 

Thought for the Week 
“Wherever there is someone who has 
been baptized, that is where the church 
is. There is a prophet there. Let us not 
hide the talent that God gave us on the 
day of our baptism and let us truly live 
the beauty and responsibility of being a 
prophetic people.” St Oscar Romero 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
   

Mon – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 
Mon – Sat     5.30pm…...Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am………..…..…Mass 
  

Thursday 9.00am……….………Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

(Please note that numbers at each 
Mass will be limited to 20 people) 
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June 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
Weekday Masses are continuing both at St Thomas More’s and at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.   Details on Page 1 of the Newsletter.  No 
date yet for the resumption of weekend Masses.  Our priests are 
still offering us the option of home Masses – to celebrate a Mass 
in your home simply phone the office at St Patrick’s Cathedral on 
4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au. Please leave your 
name, contact number and your preferred date and time.  Once 
they have worked out who is available, that Priest will make 
contact with you regarding more details.  Current limits to visitor 

numbers to the home will apply (20 people). 
 

Now that weekday Mass has resumed, if you are unable to get to 
Mass or know of someone who is unable to get to Mass, please 
contact the Office and we can discuss a possible visit to bring 
Holy Communion.  
 

If you need transport to get to weekday Mass, please phone the 
office and we will follow up with Care and Concern. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and available on demand: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
Access to Australian Catholic Bishops Conference sites:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
Access to complimentary Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 
 

• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 

Mass is live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 
each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of options 

available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 

Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray. We 
remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: Sr Patrick MacGinley RSM, Rev Fr Noel 
Connolly SSC. We remember all victims of the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Bill Darmody, Rev Fr Thomas Sweeney, Rev Fr 
John Sinnott. 
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The Swag, Quarterly Magazine of the National Council of 
Priests (NCP): 
NCP are offering free online access to a Page Turner and a PDF 
of the Winter 2020 edition.  To access, go to 
www.theswag.org.au and on the home page click on the yellow 
box.  We still have paper copies of the Autumn Edition – free 
to collect from the Parish Office or when in the Church. 
 

Australian Catholics: 
Copies of the latest issue of Australian Catholics, are now 
available – free to collect from the Parish Office or when in the 
Church.  Other resources available at their website: 
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/ 

 

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

180,000
Year to Date

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

mailto:admin@stpats.org.au
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus
https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/about-3minute-retreats
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/about-3minute-retreats
https://www.pray.com.au/with-jesus-in-the-desert-a-retreat-for-a-time-of-isolation/?fbclid=IwAR1WGOEKQuVSLqUBum29MBjgt4CJ1cW2yrr-AbNZaHOtr4uEUPCarE9mGvo
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=b9cbf61fc8&e=499c6fcfce
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=c5f277a327&e=499c6fcfce
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=fb9ecb4b4d&e=499c6fcfce
http://www.theswag.org.au/
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/


Weekday Masses 

are continuing as per the schedule below:  

St Thomas More’s and St Patrick’s Cathedral are offering weekday Mass. 

Following Government restrictions numbers will be capped at 20 people until further advised. 

 

St Thomas More’s is offering 1 Mass each weekday: 

• Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri at 9.00am and Tues at 5.30pm. 

St Pat’s is offering 2 Masses each weekday and one on Saturday:  

• Monday to Friday, 7am and 5.30pm, and Sat. 7am. 

All distancing, sanitizing, contact details, and cleaning procedures will continue to be followed. 

 

When you arrive for Mass for the first time, we are writing down your name and phone number for contact tracing.  We 

will then give you a card with a number on the front and your name on the back.  The next time you come to Mass, all 

we need to record is your card number.  A central record of your details pertaining to that number will be kept at the 

Parish Office, should information be needed for contact tracing for a particular day.   This system is in partnership with 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, so a card issued in either place can be used in both places.  The system will make things a little 

easier in the future, when we are allowed to gather in larger numbers.  

 

Please know that this information will not be used for any other reason and will be destroyed once contact tracing is no 

longer a government requirement. 

 

Fortunately, this week we did not have to turn anyone away.   

 

Michael Bermingham, Fr Michael, Fr Hal, Fr Tom and Fr Nandana. 

 
 

COVID-19 Update from the Toowoomba Diocese: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As some churches remain closed at this time, and for those unable to attend a local Mass due to restrictions on 

attendance, Masses online will continue to be offered in the following places: 

• St Patrick's Cathedral, Tmba (Sunday @ 9:00am) - Facebook  YouTube  Website 

• St Anthony's Parish, Tmba (Friday @ 9:15am) - Facebook 

• St Theresa's Parish, Tmba (Wednesday @ 9:00am) - Facebook  YouTube 

• Sacred Heart Parish, Tmba  - YouTube 

• Chinchilla Parish (Tuesday - Friday @ 5:30pm, Sunday @ 10:00am) - Facebook   YouTube 

• Roma Parish (Sunday @ 9:00am) - Facebook 
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Refugee Week 2020 – Year of Welcome 
(14 – 20 June 2020) 

Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ  |  04 June 2020 

 
This year we have celebrated the generosity of people who have kept welcoming strangers – opening their 
hearts, homes, cattle feed and purses to families made homeless by the Bushfires. And more recently, the 
generosity of health workers in Australia and elsewhere who have risked their own health to help strangers. 
 

We have seen, too, the goodness of people who from very few bricks have built laughter and friendship in 
local communities, and particularly befriended elderly people in nursing homes. They have opened doors in 
a world that has closed so many doors. 
 
REMEMBERING GENEROSITY 
 
It is good to celebrate Refugee Week, during which coronavirus leaves us so few opportunities to welcome 
refugees personally, as a Year of Welcome.   
 

We have space to remember the generosity of people who have offered food, companionship and shelter to 
refugees and have visited them over many years. We also remember friends who have marched, written 
letters, spoken to local Parliamentarians, and have made the cause of refugees their own. This week can be 
a time of saying thank you. 
 

Supported by these good memories, we can reflect on whether for refugees this year has begun as a Year 
of Welcome. 
 

There is certainly much to be discouraged by in a time of illness, isolation and closed borders around the 
world. Refugees in camps and detention centres have been particularly vulnerable to epidemics. Yet 
governments refuse to let them out. Nations which have previously received refugees have shut their borders 
to them and driven back the boats on which they came. 
 

People seeking protection in developed nations and unable to find casual work have lost the work that 
supports their family, and received no assistance from Governments. 
 
BUILD THE SOCIETY YOU WANT 
 
In times of threat people are often tempted to see strangers as threats. They narrow the list of people about 
whom they care. This reaction may be natural, but if encouraged it is destructive of societies. Our response 
as a nation to the threat of the Coronavirus has been generous and provided support for many people in 
need. It has protected people from being made homeless. 
 

As we are moving to a lifting of restrictions it is important to keep our hearts open to people who have been 
left without family, without country and without support, and have come to seek protection. It is time to make 
this year a year of welcome, and this land a welcoming land. 
 

The need for Catholics to unite in care and outreach to people who seek protection is stronger than it has 
ever been. 

(Article sourced from Australian Catholics, a publication of Jesuit Communications Australia) 
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