
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 27 - 28 June 2020 
 

Readings: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16; Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; Matthew 10:37-42 
 

What price are we prepared to pay to create a just, equitable and healthy planetary community? That question is at 
the heart of today’s gospel reading. That was, in essence, the question that Jesus of Nazareth put to his disciples 
and the question that Matthew put to his community some sixty years after Jesus’ death. We seem to be at a turning 
point in world history, with a climate crisis, a pandemic that has claimed the lives of some 410,000 people and a new 
consciousness of the discrimination and violence experienced by people of colour. What price are we prepared to 
pay to change the way we live so that black lives matter to everyone without exception and so that we might meet 
the needs of everyone within the means of the planet? We might learn from the witness of the hundreds of medical 
professionals who have died from Covid-19 contracted from their patients. Last week, I spent time with the photos in 
the Guardian of some of these courageous people and read a list of their names. I wanted to drink in the spirit of 
generosity that permitted them to take up their respective “crosses” and lay down their lives for suffering others.  
 
Today’s gospel reading brings to a close the so-called missionary discourse in which Jesus instructs his disciples on 
what it means to be a disciple. While some of the nuances of those instructions are lost in translation, Jesus’ words 
to the disciples can still speak to us as contemporary disciples. In following the way of Jesus and living the gospel of 
truth and justice and compassion, we can be faced with excruciating choices. We cannot always satisfy family if we 
want to be true to what we believe or if we want to expose injustice and dishonesty: there is often a deeper 
commitment that transcends the bonds of family relationship. We may even be called to relinquish, for the sake of a 
greater good, work that we love or income on which we depend. In other words, there is deep suffering in the way of 
discipleship, suffering that comes from being true to a mission that brings life to others despite the cost to ourselves.  
 
Taking up the cross is a powerful metaphor for being willing to endure whatever hardships are involved in realising 
the vision of God’s empire as opposed to the brutal empire of “Rome”. God’s empire finds expression in our times in 
every attempt to enshrine just policies and practices in law. It finds expression in every attempt to free the most 
marginalised from the impact of unjust policies and practices. Words are not enough: we are to live out in our lives 
the pattern of Jesus’ life, a life characterised by hospitality or welcome and attention to the vulnerable. A cup of cold 
water for “the little ones” becomes the emblem of discipleship and in our post-industrial times the little ones include 
all God’s thirsty creatures, human and other-than-human. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
Parish Leader:……Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:………….Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:……………Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………..Tim Davis 
Secretary:……………………Donna Pugh 
Secretary:………………….Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………Michael Cash 
APRE:…………………………Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguarding Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday – 4 and 5 July 2020 
 

14th Sunday in Ord Time A 
 

No Sunday Mass 
(See Page Two for more 

information) 
 

Readings:   Zechariah 9:9-10 
     Romans 8:9, 11-13 
                   Matthew 11:25-30 
 

Thought for the Week 

Pray for me, as I will for thee, that we 
may merrily meet in heaven (St 

Thomas More – Feast Day – 22 June.) 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
   

Mon – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 
Mon – Sat     5.30pm…...Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am………..…..…Mass 
  

Thursday 9.00am……….………Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

(Please note that numbers at each 
Mass will be limited to 20 people up 
to an including Friday 10 July unless 
government advice changes) 
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June/July 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH/DIOCESE 
 

Update on Gathering for Mass: 
  

Letter from Bishop Robert (25/06/2020): 
 

“The Queensland Government has approved an Industry 
COVID Safe Plan for Places of Worship in Queensland. This 
has also been signed off by the Queensland Bishops. It 
now allows for up to 100 individuals to gather subject to 
additional compliance measures and increased 
responsibility that must be strictly adhered to. 
 

As most parishes will be unable to meet the additional 
requirements of the above plan and it is less than 3 weeks, 
when on 10 July 2020, Stage 3 of the Queensland 

Government Roadmap lessens restrictions, in this Diocese 
we will wait until 10 July 2020, to increase gatherings to 
100 individuals (subject to the 4 square metre rule). 
 

As from 16 June 2020, the current restrictions and 
requirements are:  
• 20 for religious ceremonies (Mass, baptisms, 

weddings), subject to the 4 square metre rule. 

• Up to 100 for funerals, subject to the 4 square metre 
rule. 

• The parish is now required to record and keep contact 

details for 56 days from the day collected.  
• Members of choirs are required to abide by 1 person 

per 7 square metre rule. 
 

As many parishes will be developing ways to record 
attendance. St Patrick’s Cathedral has opted for a 
card/number allocation system. For further information on 
how this works, please contact the Cathedral parish on 
4637 1500 or admin@stpats.org.au 
 

I know all this has required extra work locally and I thank 
you for your hard work and compliance. 
 

+Robert  
(Most Reverend Robert McGuckin, Bishop of Toowoomba)” 
 
Please note that this is the current advice as at Thursday 25 June.  
If there are any changes as we come to the end of the month, 
advice will be provided electronically as soon as possible and 
notices will be posted outside the church. 
 

When we do recommence weekend Masses, 100 persons will be 
the maximum we will be able to fit inside our church at any one 
time for as long as social distancing (1.5 metres) and the 4 
square metre per person rule apply. 
 

Please note also that, since June 8 we have begun using a 
ticketing system in collaboration with St Patrick’s Cathedral for 
weekday Masses and this will continue with tickets able to be 
used at either location. 
 

Weekday Masses are continuing both at St Thomas More’s and at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.   Details on Page 1 of the Newsletter and 
at the church door.  Please spread the word. 
 

Our priests are still offering us the option of home Masses – to 
celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au. 
Please leave your name, contact number and your preferred date 
and time.  Once they have worked out who is available, that Priest 
will make contact with you regarding more details.  Current limits 
to visitor numbers to the home will apply (20 people). 
 

Remember - if you are unable to get to Mass or know of someone 
who is unable to get to Mass, please contact the Office and we 
can discuss a possible visit to bring Holy Communion.  If you need 
transport to get to weekday Mass, please phone the office and 
we will follow up with Care and Concern. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
if you know of anyone who would like a copy of the Newsletter 
delivered or posted to them. 
 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 

 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
1.   From St Stephen’s Cathedral: 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Free digital copies of The Catholic Leader: Visit their website 
to view a free digital copy.  

 

3. Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources 
for each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  
The resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 

Mass is live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 
each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of options 

available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 
Facebook or YouTube or Website 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray. We 
remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: We remember all victims of the Corona 
Virus. 
Anniversaries:  Patricia Erbacher. 
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Last Monday we celebrated the memorial feast day of St Thomas More and St John Fisher.  Normally, 

around this time of year, we would have a special remembrance of St Thomas More at our Sunday Masses 

and recall the anniversary of the dedication of our Parish Church.  Circumstances this year do not permit.  

However, the other thing that is special about this year is that it is the 60th Anniversary of the formal 

establishment of the parish of St Thomas More’s.   

I quote from St Thomas More’s Parish, Fifty Years of Community - A Love Story, compiled in 2010 by 

Majella Albion for the Golden Jubilee of the Parish: 

“Father Bill Hall was first appointed as Administrator of the new church area in January 1960, and 

then as parish priest when the new community was officially designated as a parish on 4th 

September 1960.” (Page 7) 

Prior to that time, Majella notes: 

“Toowoomba was growing. Bishop Roper* divided the city into six districts, and each of the six 

priests serving in the city was appointed responsibility for a particular division.  The bishop 

instructed his priests to conduct a census of the people in their district to enable suitable planning to 

meet emerging needs… The need was identified for the establishment of a parish in the south-east 

area.  Bishop Roper purchased a block of land from the Maker family on 23 December 1951, just 

prior to his resignation from the post of Bishop of Toowoomba in 1952…  It was Bishop Roper who 

gave the parish its name and patron saint.” (Page 6)  

(*Bishop Basil Roper was the second Bishop of the Toowoomba diocese serving from 1938 to 1952.  He 

had a particular love for Thomas More as he firmly believed he was a descendant of Margaret Roper (nee 

More), Thomas More’s favourite daughter.) 

As we prepare for further easing of COVID-19 related restrictions in July, it is good to hope that we will be 

in a position to celebrate 60 years of the parish a bit later in the year. 

 

Prayer for Good Humour 

(A Prayer by St Thomas More) 

Grant me oh Lord, good digestion, and also something to digest. 

Grant me a healthy body, and the necessary good humour to maintain it. 

Grant me a simple soul that knows to treasure all that is good 

and that doesn’t frighten easily at the sight of evil, 

but rather finds the means to put things back in their place. 

Give me a soul that knows not boredom, 

grumbles, sighs, and laments, 

nor excess of stress, because of that 

obstructing thing called “I.” 

Grant me O Lord, a good sense of humour, 

Allow me the grace to be able to take a joke 

to discover in life a bit of joy, 

and to be able to share it with others. 

 

St Thomas More’s Catholic 

Parish, a welcoming people 

of faith, lives out God’s 

Mission, embracing love, 

justice and peace. 

 



Embracing life’s givens with solidarity and compassion (by Sr Patty Fawkner SGS) 

Nothing is certain in life except death and taxes, so Benjamin Franklin told us more than 200 years ago. This holds 
true, but there are other certainties in life, certainties which everyone in the world has become more acutely aware 
of during the COVID-19 pandemic and then George Floyd’s murder and the subsequent mayhem in the US. 
 

Some of life’s certainties are explored in a book by psychotherapist David Richo, The Five Things We Cannot 
Change … and the Happiness We Find by Embracing Them. The certainties, or “givens”, as Richo calls them are: 

• Everything changes and ends, 
• Things do not always go according to plan, 
• Life is not always fair, 
• Pain is a part of life, and 
• People are not loving and loyal all the time. 

 

Our ongoing experience with the pandemic reinforces the notion that everything has changed, with our wiser self 
telling us that we won’t be returning to life as we knew it. Plans we had made have quickly crumbled, challenging 
the myth that we are in control of our destiny. But we also know (or desperately hang on to the belief!) that this 
time of pandemic will end. 
 

Despite government measures that were swiftly put in place in an attempt to contain the spread of the coronavirus 
and save jobs, not everything has been fair. Politicians have been caught out breaking the very social distancing 
laws they helped to implement. People in the arts, university staff and foreign workers are among the hundreds of 
thousands who are ineligible for the Federal Government’s Job Keeper scheme. 
 

This is a global health crisis – ‘we are all in this together’. Everyone has experienced some form of pain, be it 
emotional, physical or psychological, including the pain of separation, illness, death, grief, loss, fear and 
anxiety.   The stresses on some individuals have tested love and loyalty. We see this, for instance, in the spike 
in reports of domestic violence. 
 

Richo’s five givens are real, they are part and parcel of everyone’s life, not only in a time of pandemic. In a crisis, 
all five givens can be experienced simultaneously with excruciating intensity.  
 

The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis while in police custody tragically validated each given. It took nine 
minutes of callous and unjust indifference to end his life, resulting in instant and acute suffering for family, 
community and, indeed, millions of black Americans who are told, yet again, that their lives don’t really matter.  
 

But in his book, is Richo correct in saying we find happiness in embracing the five givens? Might it not be a naïve, 
insensitive stretch to invite George Floyd’s family to embrace them?  
 

No. It occurs to me that embracing the givens of life is what Jesus meant with his uncompromising call for us to 
take up our cross and follow him. It’s in the “how” of the embrace and the “how” of the taking up and following 
where life and wisdom lie, where possibility and hope lie. 
 

George Floyd’s life has ended. One senses that the US will not and should not return to business as usual. If the 
only response was to loot, riot or engage in egregious behaviour such as that of the President, clearing a path with 
teargas to uphold a Bible outside a church for a shameless photo op, George Floyd’s death would be in vain.   His 
life and death will have meaning when we rightfully grieve and lament and call for an alternative response: 
“In every case of police brutality the same thing has been happening,” Terrence Floyd, brother of George, told a 
group of protesters: “Y’all protest, y’all destroy stuff … Let’s do this another way … Let’s switch it up. Do this 
peacefully,” he said, encouraging the crowd to educate themselves and to vote. 
 

In the face of searing unfairness and injustice, we set ourselves up for misery and frustration if our response is 
merely to rail, rant or hunt for a scapegoat. We embrace injustice by working for justice. 
 

We embrace the painful realities of life by digging deeper for hope. “Every human act, any Christian act is an act 
of hope,” says preacher and theologian, Walter Burghardt. A genuine human response to the painful givens of life 
– drought, bushfire, pandemic, murder – is an act of hope. Burghardt’s words are prescient:  
“We must  live this moment – really live it, not just endure it – because this very moment, for all its imperfection 
and frustration, because of its imperfection and frustration, is pregnant with all sorts of possibilities, is pregnant 
with the future, is pregnant with love, is pregnant with Christ.” 
 

There is a resonance surrounding Richo’s use of the word “given”. A gift is given; indeed, the word “gift” comes 
from the old Germanic root for “to give”. The realities of life are given, they are gifts, they are graces, if we embrace 
them, as Terrence Floyd pleads by doing “this another way” – not by revenge or reprisal but with solidarity and 
compassion. 

 
(This article was first published in the June 2020 edition of The Good Oil, the e-magazine of the Good Samaritan Sisters 

www.goodsams.org.au  The article is reproduced with permission from the editor.) 
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