
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 20 – 21 June 2020 
 

Readings: Jeremiah 20:10-13; Romans 5:12-15; Matthew 10:26-33 
 

Many of those who once looked through the barbed-wire fences of Australia’s detention centres carry personal stories of 
fear of persecution. One such story, the story of Najaf Mazari, is beautifully narrated by Najaf and Robert Hillman in their 
joint work, The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif.  Najaf is an Afghani Hazara who suffered persecution and torture at the hands 
of the Taliban. He escaped to Australia via Indonesia in 2002. After some time in detention, he established a rug making 
business in suburban Melbourne. He was reunited with his wife Hakeema and daughter Maria in 2008 and became an 
Australian citizen in June 2014. 
 
Some first century Christian groups, including Matthew’s community, were a bit like the Afghani Hazaras and Syrian or 
Iraqi Christians in that they are persecuted simply on account of who they are vis-à-vis those who seek exclusive political 
and cultural power. They have every reason to fear bodily harm and even death, as suffered by Jesus and his followers. 
Jesus himself experienced fear in the face of his impending suffering and political execution. Yet Jesus tells his disciples, 
not once but three times, not to fear those who kill the body.  

 
How are these words to be understood? To return to the story of Najif: the Taliban had power to destroy his body, but no 
power over his spirit. A man of deep faith, supported by a family who sacrificed their own comfort and placed their trust in 
God (Allah), he survived against the most incredible odds. Even if he had died in the effort to find freedom, his faith in the 
fullness of life with God would remain, in contrast with the bullying power of the Taliban who could kill the body but not an 
indomitable spirit.  

 
Trust in God is at the heart of Jesus’ response to suffering. The disciples are sent to proclaim in the marketplace or from 
the “housetops” the gospel they have received in the security of the household. If they proclaim the gospel and acknowledge 
Jesus, he will in turn “acknowledge” them before God “in heaven”.  They can expect rejection and humiliation. This is not 
to deter them from their mission. They are not to give up the struggle or capitulate in the face of persecution. Like all of 
God’s creatures, including the sparrows, they are precious in God’s eyes and will not be abandoned. On the contrary, even 
the hairs on their heads are numbered by God. Trust in God is the appropriate response to suffering endured for the sake 
of God’s empire as opposed to the empire of Rome. Trust in God does not take away the pain. As we move into this most 
extraordinary of Ordinary Times, we join with asylum seekers, refugees, the unemployed and the underemployed, with 
African American communities and especially, in this context, with the First Peoples of this country, for the justice that is 
their right. They are precious in God’s eyes. They are precious in our eyes and must not be abandoned.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
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Next Sunday – 27 and 28 June 2020 
 

13th Sunday in Ord Time A 
 

No Sunday Mass 
 

Readings:     2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
     Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 
                     Matthew 10:37-42 
 

Thought for the Week 
“Life is not just a succession of events or 
experiences. It is a search for the true, 
the good and the beautiful. It is to this 
end that we make our choices; it is for 
this that we exercise our freedom; it is in 
this – in truth, in goodness and in beauty 
– that we find happiness and joy.” 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
   

Mon – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 
Mon – Sat     5.30pm…...Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
  

Wednesday:  9.00am………..…..…Mass 
  

Thursday 9.00am……….………Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

(Please note that numbers at each 
Mass will be limited to 20 people until 
further advised.) 
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June 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
Weekday Masses are continuing both at St Thomas More’s and at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.   Details on Page 1 of the Newsletter.  No 
date yet for the resumption of weekend Masses.  Please spread 
the word. 
 

Our priests are still offering us the option of home Masses – to 
celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 4637 1500 or email admin@stpats.org.au. 
Please leave your name, contact number and your preferred date 
and time.  Once they have worked out who is available, that Priest 
will make contact with you regarding more details.  Current limits 
to visitor numbers to the home will apply (20 people). 
 

Now that weekday Mass has resumed, if you are unable to get to 
Mass or know of someone who is unable to get to Mass, please 
contact the Office and we can discuss a possible visit to bring 
Holy Communion.  
 

If you need transport to get to weekday Mass, please phone the 
office and we will follow up with Care and Concern. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Please contact the office 
if you know of anyone who would like a copy of the Newsletter 
delivered or posted to them. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 

As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.   
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
Visitors to our Parish Office are still required to adhere to social 
distancing requirements and we will keep a record of your contact 
details and the date and time of your visit.  We will also adhere 
to sanitizing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. For 
online contributions through internet banking, please use the 
following details:  
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Access current information and resources in our diocese: 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

Free digital copies of The Catholic Leader: Visit their website to 
view a free digital copy.  

 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and available on demand: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
Access to Australian Catholic Bishops Conference sites:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
Access to complimentary Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 

 

• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-

prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral Toowoomba 

each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of options 
available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis, Mary Twidale, Fr Jamie Collins, Fr Don Murray. We 
remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: We remember all victims of the Corona 
Virus. 

Anniversaries: Rev Fr Jeffrey Scully, Rev Fr Thomas 
McCormack. 
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The Swag, Quarterly Magazine of the National Council of 

Priests (NCP): 
NCP are offering free online access to a Page Turner and a PDF 
of the Winter 2020 edition.  To access, go to 
www.theswag.org.au and on the home page click on the yellow 
box.  We still have paper copies of the Autumn Edition – free 
to collect from the Parish Office or when in the Church. 
 

Australian Catholics: 
Copies of the latest issue of Australian Catholics, are now 
available – free to collect from the Parish Office or when in the 
Church.  Other resources available at their website: 
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/ 
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Some thoughts from the Parish Leader: 
 

As I read and reflected on the Gospel Reading for this Sunday, I was particularly struck by the admonition of Jesus: Do not 
be afraid.  In this time when our anxiety about the shape of the future is probably at a higher level than usual, the following 
words from the Gospel also offer great comfort and strength and reassurance: Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be 
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 

My reflection also led me to a brief podcast by Sr Hilda Scott OSB, the leader of Jamberoo Abbey which is home to the 
Benedictine Sisters in Jamberoo not far from Kiama on the southern coast of New South Wales (many of you would be 
familiar with Sr Hilda from the Diocese of Wollongong Lenten Program which we use each year).  She recounted a story of 
when, as a child, she was asked by her father to carry two cups of hot tea from the kitchen to the parents’ bedroom of their 
home.  When she told him that she was afraid of dropping or spilling them, he instructed her to just stare at one of the cups 
while she walked and the other one would look after itself.  It obviously worked because she said that she still follows that 
practice many years later.  Using that story as a backdrop she invited her listeners to stare at God and everything will be 
alright. She invites us to stare at God’s Word, to stare at God’s presence in our lives and to do so confident that matters 
which might trouble us – a concern that we might get something wrong or a concern about a difficult decision or a concern 
about our current circumstances – will reach a resolution through the love of our ever-present God. 
 

This weekend we celebrate the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time in a time that is far from ordinary.  I never imagined that I 
would see in my lifetime a situation where churches were closed and where our world was full of hand sanitiser and social 
distancing.  As we have begun weekday Masses with a maximum of 20 people plus the celebrant in the church, smaller 
numbers attending meant we had been able to accommodate all who arrived until the morning of Friday June 19 when, for 
the first time, I had to turn people away because we had reached the limit of our numbers.  Again a situation that, even 6 
months ago, I could not have envisaged I would have to manage. It is very challenging when our “normal” has changed so 
much that, while welcoming some people into our celebration of Mass, we are having to turn others away.  It is particularly 
difficult to do when I hear from people that they have deeply missed the opportunity to gather with other members of the 
faith community around the table of the Eucharist.  Such experiences can heighten our anxiety and leave us wondering 
where this is all headed.  Sr Hilda invites us to take the time to stare at God and to entrust our cares and anxieties and 
vulnerabilities to the care of our ever-loving God – an opportunity to bring us closer to God and closer to our fellow human 
beings across our community, our country and our world. 
 

At the same time, as we have entered into a time where feeling vulnerable and uncertain can be a regular part of our life, it 
is as if God is giving us the opportunity to walk in the shoes of those who live with vulnerability all the time.   
 

Stories I have read recently have highlighted for me the constant vulnerability that is part of the lives of African American 
people in many parts of the United States.  I was particularly taken aback by a story shared in a homily for Trinity Sunday by 
Fr Frank Brennan SJ.  He refers to a Fr Bryan Massingale who describes himself as ‘a black man, a Catholic priest, and a 
professor of moral theology at a leading university  in the United States (Fordham University in New York)’.  Fr Bryan 
recounted the following personal experience in a recent article in the British Catholic publication, The Tablet: ‘I arrive at a 
suburban parish whose members are overwhelmingly white to celebrate Mass for a fellow priest who had suddenly taken 
sick. I ask the usher to direct me to the sacristy. He hesitates and asks, with suspicion, “Why do you want to know?” I explain 
the situation to him, thinking my visible Roman collar is already a complete explanation of why I am here. He 
interrogates me. “You’re a priest? Who sent you?” After explaining yet again who I am and why I am here, he responds, 
“Well, why didn’t he send us a real priest?”’ 
 

This sense of heightened vulnerability, with high profile flashpoints such as the death of George Floyd, has led to the Black 
Lives Matter protests in the United States.  These have echoed around the world and resulted in numerous protests here in 
Australia, particularly in support of our own First Peoples and others who experience racial discrimination.  In the current 
context of COVID-19 the protests in Australia have received very mixed reactions.  In a recent article in the Jesuit Publication, 
Eureka Street, Andrew Hamilton, in writing about the protests, stated: “Many people spent much time discussing whether 
the need to address the moral illness shown by the tolerance of racist discrimination in the justice system outweighed the 
risk of contracting and helping spread physical illness. Some thought hard about the matter and decided to join the protest. 
Others reflected equally seriously, and decided not to join it. At the protest the care of the organisers to ensure that everybody 
wore a mask emphasised its seriousness.”   
 

As the words of Jesus, Do not be afraid, comfort and strengthen and invite us to walk more closely with God in the currently 
unfolding situation, I expect we will live with uncertainty for quite some yet and “normal” might change to a “new normal”.  
However, we can also choose whether we treat the current journey as a difficult time that we hope goes away or as a time 
of opportunity when, in getting in touch with our own challenges and vulnerabilities, we come closer to, and grow in 
understanding of, those in our society who live constantly with vulnerability and fear.  May the God of love be always close 
to each one of you.   

Michael 



On Friday June 19 we celebrated the Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.  In Australia the Solemnity is celebrated 
19 days after Pentecost Sunday, thus placing it in the Church’s 
calendar on the Friday after the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ (also referred to as Corpus Christi).  The 
following reflection is a meditation on the heart by Fr Richard 
Rohr OFM: 

Truly a sword is piercing my heart, the pain is so great. How 
could this be happening to my child, to my son? I remember 
when he was born. —Diana L. Hayes  

Even though I was raised a “good” Catholic, I was often puzzled by the frequent use of heart imagery 
among our saints and in our art. Paintings of the “Sacred Heart of Jesus” and the “Immaculate Heart 
of Mary” are known to Catholics worldwide; in these images, Jesus and Mary are always pointing to 
their hearts, which are ablaze. I often wonder what people actually do with these images. Are they 
mere sentiment? Are they objects of worship or objects of transformation? Such images keep 
recurring only if they are speaking something important and good from the unconscious, maybe 
even something necessary for the soul’s emergence. What might that be? 

The lines above from Diana Hayes suggest an answer. Visual art speaks to us on a deeper level 
than our intellectual mind. Artists use colour, form, line, and texture to bypass our normal defences, 
stirring emotions that transcend language, explanation, time, and space. The blazing heart of Mary 
is undeniably united with the heart of her son. Even if we feel distanced from the divine suffering of 
Jesus, who cannot draw near to the parent of a suffering child? Humans are made to feel empathy, 
but sometimes fear or self-interest blocks the flow of love in us. Art can help us reconnect with our 
humanness. 

Many have described prayer as bringing our thinking down into our heart. Next time a resentment, 
negativity, or irritation comes into your mind, for example, and you want to play it out or attach to it, 
consciously move that thought or person into your heart space. Dualistic commentaries are almost 
entirely lodged in your head. But within the heart, it is much easier to surround thoughts and 
sensations with silence, with the warmth of your life-blood—which can feel like burning coals. In this 
place it is almost impossible to judge, create story lines, or remain antagonistic. You are in a place 
that does not create or feed on contraries but is the natural organ of life, embodiment, and love. 
Love lives and thrives in the heart space. It has kept me from wanting to hurt people who have hurt 
me. It keeps me every day from obsessive, repetitive, or compulsive head games. It can make the 
difference between being happy or being miserable and negative. 

Could this be what we are really doing when we say we are praying for someone? Yes, we are 
holding them in our heart space. Do it in an almost physical sense, and you will see how calmly and 
quickly it works. Now, the Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart have been transferred to you. 
They are pointing for you to join them there. The “sacred heart” is then your heart too, a heart on 
fire with love and compassion for the world. 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for June 2020: 
 

Many people suffer due to the great difficulties they endure. 
 
We can help them by accompanying them along an itinerary full of compassion which transforms 
people’s lives. 
 
It brings them closer to the Heart of Christ, which welcomes all of us into the revolution of tenderness. 
 
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing themselves to be touched by 
the Heart of Jesus. 
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