
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter Year A: 16 - 17 May, 2020 
 

Readings: Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14: 15-21 
 

Those who defend themselves in court run the risk of being outsmarted by clever and sometimes unscrupulous 
adversaries. It is never a good idea to be too self-reliant even in a country with a basically sound legal system 
such as ours. Today’s gospel implies that the disciples need a defence attorney or lawyer. Jesus has acted in 
that capacity for them in their struggles with the anti-gospel forces arrayed against them.  
 

Now he is close to death and he gives them instructions that begin and end with reference to loving him and 
keeping his commandments. Jesus has given them a new commandment, namely that they love one another: 
“Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another” (13:34).  Later in this discourse (15:12-14) the 
reader of the gospel learns what the actors in the drama already know about Jesus’ commandments.  “This is 
my commandment,” says Jesus, “that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.” This is no small 
demand, to be prepared to die for one another.  
 

Given the opposition they are likely to face, the disciples cannot live out such a commitment on their own. 
Neither is Jesus leaving them “orphans” who have to fend for themselves. He will ask his “Father” to provide 
“another” defender or advocate who will act on their behalf, an advocate who will always be there. This new 
advocate is the “Spirit of truth”. As we approach the end of the Easter season, the liturgy thus points us towards 
Pentecost and the gift of God’s Spirit.  
 

It is good to know we are never on our own. It is also good to reflect on the capacity we have for love. Many of 
us will never find ourselves in a situation where our love is tested to the point that we have to die for another. 
Since the outbreak of the present pandemic, however, we do not have to look far to find countless people doing 
just that. Health professionals, cleaners, truck drivers, flight attendants, shop assistants, schoolteachers, 
lecturers, ordinary people everywhere are laying down their lives for the sake of others. They are truly our 
friends. The gospel calls us to put the well-being of others, even their survival, before our own comfort. With the 
life-style changes that will inevitably come sooner rather than later, we may all find ourselves “laying down our 
lives” in various ways for the sake of our friends, humankind and other-kind, across the planet. We can, despite 
opposition, continue to advocate for climate action, for the rights of detainees and prisoners and for those 
displaced by war or persecution. With the help of the Spirit, our Advocate, we can surely rise to the challenge.    

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
 

Parish Leader:…………….Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………………..Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:…………………….Terry Carter 
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Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

Next Sunday – 23 and 24 May 2020 
 

The Ascension of the Lord: 
 

No Mass 
 

Readings:     Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
        Ephesians 1:17-23 
                     Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Thought for the Week 
“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for 
the care of creation, each according to his or her 
own culture, experience, involvements and talents.”  
Pope Francis – Laudato Si 
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May 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
There will be no Mass at St Thomas More’s Church until further 
notice. However, our priests are now offering us an option for 
smaller gatherings with changes to restrictions – see letter from 
Fr Michael on Page 3. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.  
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
We still have our signs outside the Parish Office asking people 
who come to the door to stop and phone the office to talk to staff. 
We are still caring for staff health and safety, but you are also 
welcome to ring the doorbell.   We are continuing to adhere to 
social distancing requirements. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who continue to drop their Planned Giving 
Envelopes into the mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. You 
are also welcome to contribute on line through internet banking.  
Details as follows: 
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 
 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Important Update from Bishop Robert: 
Bishop Robert has written to all parishes this week to advise that we 
each need a COVID 19 plan completed, submitted, and approved by 
him before being able to open our churches.  The diocese will provide 
us with guidelines for preparing our plan.  We will keep you advised 
of developments. 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 

Current information and resources in our diocese can be accessed 
via the following link:  
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Queensland Government proposed Euthanasia Legislation: 
There is currently ongoing debate in the Queensland Parliament 
about proposed Euthanasia Legislation.  The following is a link to 
an opinion piece by Bishop Tim Harris (Bishop of Townsville and 
Bishops’ spokesperson on this issue: An opinion piece written by 
Bishop Tim Harris 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Access live 
broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and is then available as a recording on 
demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is 
recorded and available to view anytime on YouTube:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
The following links will open a couple of sites that have been set 
up by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
The following link is to complimentary Music and Online Video 
Prayer and Meditation Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 

Devotional Sites and Apps: 
 

• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 

Laudato Si’ Week 16 – 24 May 2020: 
It is five years since Pope Francis published the Encyclical Letter 
LAUDATO SI’ on Care for Our Common Home.  We remember this 
monumental document this week and we are again invited to 
consider how we can make changes in our attitudes, behaviours 
and lifestyles to heed the call to care for all that exists.  Pope 
Francis asks us: “What kind of world do we want to leave to those 
who will come after us, to children who are growing up?”  (A 
suggested link: https://laudatosiweek.org/)  Further resources 
are included as an insert to the newsletter. 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Mass will be live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral 

Toowoomba each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of 
options available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis. We remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: All victims of the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Peter Cleary, Rev Msgr Thomas Nolan, Rev Msgr 
Edward Concannon, Rev Fr Garrett Murphy, Rev Fr Michael 
Herbert. 
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Letter to the Parishioners of St Thomas More’s 

 

Hi Everyone! 

 

What a strange time we have all had over these last couple of months! Fr. Tom was 

commenting the other day that he would remember his first Easter as a Priest!  We have all 

been keeping you in our prayers as we journey together and we now look forward to some 

of the restrictions being eased, as we all hope to get back to “normal” in the coming 

months. 

 

I was reading an article the other day in my satirical magazine, “Private Eye” from England 

and noticed an article in the “Funny Old World” section which relays strange, but true 

newspaper items from around the world.  The article went: 

 

“Blessing the community and their crops with holy water has its roots in what we call Ember 
days,” Rev. Matthew Barzare told reporters in Abbeville, Louisianna, “but it’s never been 
done on this scale before.  The idea was proposed by a trainee missionary, who was 
looking for a way to spread blessings across our rural community, its schools, grocery 
stores, fields, and churches.  It’s a huge area, so we thought of using a crop duster plane 
filled with holy water, flying over the land, and letting the sanctified liquid mist the entire 
community. Churchgoers brought 100 gallons of water to the airstrip and I blessed it as it 
was loaded into the plane.  I’ve blessed individual buckets of water before, but never that 
much, all at one time.  People heard the plane approaching, so they had time to step out of 
their houses and enjoy the spray.” 
 
I just thought this was a lovely image or symbol of the way we have be sprinkled with the 
kindness and support of others during this difficult time. 
 
With this in mind we would like to “sprinkle” some kindness and support your way! 
 
As the restrictions for household visitors have now been extended to 5 visitors at a time to 
any household, we would like to offer the gift of a home Mass with 4 others you may wish to 
invite. 
 
All four Priests at the Cathedral - Frs, Hal, Tom, Nandana and myself - would like to offer a 
Mass in your home.  Which Priest would come to you would depend on availability.   
 
To celebrate a Mass in your home simply phone the office here on 4637 1500 or email 
admin@stpats.org.au. Please leave your name, contact number and your preferred date 
and time.  Once we have worked out who is available that Priest will make contact with you 
regarding more details. 
 
We look forward, very much, to reconnecting with you, as please God we find the end to 
this particularly difficult time, together. 
 

God Bless, 
Father Michael and Sr. Rosie. 

mailto:admin@stpats.org.au


“I Will Not Leave You Orphans….” – A Reflection by our Priest Director 
It’s been a long time since I have seen the movie Gladiator, starring Russell Crowe as Maximus, but a 
particular image has always stayed in my mind.  At the beginning of the movie there is a scene where 
Maximus discovers that his wife and child, Lucius have been brutally murdered, which sets him on a very 
different path in his life, as he was to become the new Emperor, but is betrayed and left destitute.  So as the 
movie progresses, Maximus proves himself as a Gladiator and eventually gains reforms for the people in the 
final moments of his life.  This final scene is what remains with me.  As he passes from this world to the next 
we see a vision of his wife and son walking along a path, as Maximus walks through a field of wheat with his 
hand trailing touching the heads of grain.  The scene is peaceful, quiet and gentle and in the distance he 
sees his beloved wife and son.  As the scene fades, Lucius runs toward his father as his wife smiles with a 
great joy and happiness. 
   

Last weekend the gospel spoke of “I am going now to prepare a place for you….so that where I am you may 
be too”.  Perhaps the most memorable and hopeful piece of scripture to be found.  I have just finished a 
novel, fourth in a series of six, of the fantasy genre -  “The Songs of the Scattered Sands” Series, where the 
author uses the following phrase to describe the passing from this life to the next - “When we will walk again 
together in the farther fields.”  In the Catechism we understand heaven to be where we see God, “face to 
face” and are united with Christ in eternity, and goes on to acknowledge that our understanding is limited, so 
at the moment we cannot comprehend what heaven really is like.  “Scripture uses images such as life, light, 
peace, wedding feast, wine of the kingdom, the Father’s house, the heavenly Jerusalem, paradise…and to 
be with God’s friends” [no. 1027ff] 
 

All of these concepts are just that.  Nobody knows what heaven looks like.  What it will be when we experience 
the love of God in all its fullness.  I wonder if there is a purpose to that.  The sort of “vagueness” of what 
heaven is like.  Often when I think of death, I become a little afraid, a little sad and a little worried.  However 
not having been given a defined concept of heaven from 2000 years ago, it allows me to open my heart to 
whatever idea of the next world that will bring me comfort.  For I just wonder that with a slight outline with 
ideals as described above, we can “sketch” our own heaven.  Why?  Because it chases our fears away!  It 
works to negate our rigid understanding to help us use our love of God to entice our imagination – our God 
given gift of new life from within. 
 

There is one thing I know for sure and that is we don’t exist in heaven alone!  As we heard last week, and we 
hear again this week – “I will not leave you orphans” – in this world or the next.  This we know from today’s 
gospel – “the Spirit is with you, the Spirit is in you”.  I finish with a passage from the book I mentioned earlier, 
Çeda, the main character farewells one of her most loyal and closest friends -  

 

“Go well,” Çeda, said, “and I pray that the worst is forgotten.  Let the pain and fear of 
this world go.  Live your new life with those who’ve come to welcome you, 

and be prepared to welcome those who follow. 
This I hope, for one day I wish to embrace you once more.” 

 
                                                                                                    Peace and blessing upon your week, Father Michael     
 
 

This Sunday, 17 May, we celebrate World Communications Day 
 
Pope Francis has written a message for this day with the theme of Storytelling.  He begins his message 
with these words: 
 
“I would like to devote this year’s Message to the theme of storytelling, because I believe that, so as not to 
lose our bearings, we need to make our own the truth contained in good stories. Stories that build up, not 
tear down; stories that help us rediscover our roots and the strength needed to move forward together. 
Amid the cacophony of voices and messages that surround us, we need a human story that can speak of 
ourselves and of the beauty all around us. A narrative that can regard our world and its happenings with a 
tender gaze. A narrative that can tell us that we are part of a living and interconnected tapestry. A narrative 
that can reveal the interweaving of the threads which connect us to one another.” 
 
The rest of his message can be accessed via the following link: 
     
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-

francesco_20200124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html 
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