
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter Year A: 9 - 10 May, 2020 
Mother’s Day 

 

Readings: Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 
 

“Take from my heart all painful anxiety” is a gospel inspired prayer. It is the prayer of Catherine McAuley, the first 
Sister of Mercy. Like Jesus, Catherine knew in her being that a troubled heart is an ever-present possibility. When 
we don’t have any serious concerns in the present, we are often anxious about the future. There is a difference, of 
course, between having concerns and having a troubled heart. The difference lies in how we deal with the inevitable 
problems and challenges that come our way. If ever there was a time in most of our lives when there are real concerns 
and potential for troubled hearts, it is right now as we deal with the global Coronavirus pandemic and its impact on 
so many aspects of life.  
 

Freedom from anxiety is the constant message of the gospels. “Do not let your hearts be troubled” is Jesus’ word to 
his friends in John’s gospel. The verb, here in passive mood (“be troubled”), is used of Jesus’ spirit when he finds his 
friend Mary and her companions weeping over the death of Lazarus (11:33). It means literally to shake or to stir up. 
Jesus is really shaken by grief in that situation. As he faces his own death, he does not want his friends to be troubled 
of heart or spirit. He speaks here from his own experience.  
 

Jesus shows the way to an untroubled heart: “Believe in God, believe also in me.’” The faith of the disciples is to be 
grounded in his care for them both in the present and into the future: “I go to prepare a place for you… I will come 
again and will take you to myself”. In this context, Jesus makes three claims: “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.” The prologue to the gospel, which functions as an overture to the gospel, has introduced the notion of the 
glorified Jesus as “full of grace and truth” and the bringer of “grace and truth”(1:14, 17). He is the life that is the light 
of all (1:4), the bread of life, even the resurrection and the life. His claim to be “the way” was foreshadowed in the 
parable of the gate: “I am the gate for the sheep.”  
  

If the disciples know Jesus, then they also know the way to God whom Jesus images in tender parental terms as 
“Father”. If Philip does not believe in their mutual indwelling, then maybe he can believe on account of the “works” of 
Jesus, works that are also the works of God. Those who believe have the power to do these and even greater works. 
This seems extraordinary, but is really a matter of believing with untroubled hearts that the power comes from God. 
Let us not underestimate the power of prayer at this time of distress. Praying for those who put their lives at risk to 
protect others is a powerful means of dealing with troubled hearts. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar 
 

 
 

Parish Leader:…………….Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………………..Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council:…………………….Terry Carter 
Finance Committee:…………………...Tim Davis 
Secretary:…………………………….Donna Pugh 
Secretary:…………………………..Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:……………………Michael Cash 
APRE:………………………………...Kristin Byrne 
School Board:……...……..…………..Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguards Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

Next Sunday – 16 and 17 May 2020 
 

6th Sunday of Easter: 
 

No Mass 
 

Readings:     Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17 
        1 Peter 3:15-18 
                     John 14:15-21 
 

Thought for the Week 
“A mother who watches over her child with tenderness and 
compassion helps him or her to grow in confidence and to 
experience that the world is a good and welcoming place.  This 
helps the child to grow in self-esteem and, in turn, to develop a 
capacity for intimacy and empathy.” 
Pope Francis – Amoris Laetitia 
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May 2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Update on Gathering for Mass:  
There will be no Mass at St Thomas More’s until further notice. 
As soon as we have any information, we will get the word out. 
 

Parish Newsletter:  
Paper copies are available outside the front door of the Church 
and near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, together with copies of 
the Weekday Mass Prayer Booklets for May.  
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community. Please keep in touch with each other 
and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their own.  
If you need assistance or know of someone who requires Parish 
assistance, please contact the Office and we will follow up.  
 

Caring for Our Staff: 
We have now placed signs outside the Parish Office asking people 
who come to the door to stop and phone the office to talk to staff. 
Staff coming to the door may talk to you through the screen door 
rather than opening it. Please don’t be offended by this as it is 
being done to abide by distancing requirements and in the 
interests of staff health and safety. If you phone and it goes to 
messages, please leave a message and we will get back to you 
as soon as we are able. 
 

Planned Giving and Parish Contributions:  
Many thanks to those who are dropping their Planned Giving 
Envelopes with their weekly offering into the mailbox near the 
door to the Parish Office. You are also welcome to contribute on 
line through internet banking.  Details as follows: 
 Account Name: St Thomas More’s 
 BSB Number: 064786 
 Account Number: 514001500 

 Reference: Your Envelope Number (if part of Planned 
 Giving) or Loose Collection (if not part of Planned Giving) 
Phone us if you need to ask further about this option. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Toowoomba Diocese Current Information: 
Current information and resources in our diocese can be accessed 
via the following link:  
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-response-resources/ 
 

Access to Mass online: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
A live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as well as other special 
events from the Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Access live 
broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand: 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 

Cathedral in Melbourne and is then available as a recording on 
demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass: 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is 
recorded and available to view anytime on YouTube:  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 

Pray at Home Resources: 
The following links will open a couple of sites that have been set 
up by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference:   
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 
 

Emmaus Productions:  
The following link is to complimentary Music and Online Video 
Prayer and Meditation Resources from Emmaus Productions: 
http://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/easter-
hope-pentecost-expectation-2020/ 
 

Project Compassion: 
Thanks for your continued support of Project Compassion.   Cash 
donations (envelopes and boxes) can be dropped at the Parish 
Office.  Parishioners may also donate via: 

• Phone 1800 024 413  

• Visit https://www.caritas.org.au & click the donate now option 

• Send a cheque to GPO Box 9830 Sydney NSW 2000  

• Or mail or fax this Donation Form  
 
 

Lounge Room Sessions - Caritas 
Aria award winning Gary Pinto is bringing an all star music line-
up to your lounge room on Saturday 9th May at 4pm for 
free.  Details of artists are emerging - so far they include Gary 
Pinto, Diesel and Carmen Smith.  More artists to come!   For more 
details go to:  
https://covid19-crisis-appeal.raisely.com/loungeroomsessions  

To register go to: 
https://www.livemusic2u.com/loungeroomsessions/ 

In conjunction with the Lounge Room Session there is a film 
competition running.  Create a video of yourself, your 
family/friends singing, playing or dancing to the Gary Pinto song 

for Project Compassion "Walk with Me". The winning video will be 
played at the Lounge Room Session. For all the details go 
to: https://covid19-crisis-appeal.raisely.com/loungeroomsessionscomp 
 

Devotional Sites and Apps: 
• Bread 4 Today:  
https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa. 
 

• Three-Minute Retreat:     
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-
prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

• Sacred Space:  
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  
 

• A 14-Day Retreat: 
For those in isolation the following link is to a 14-day retreat 
entitled: With Jesus in the Desert: A retreat for a time of isolation 
This provides a structured prayer guide with a different theme for 
each of the 14 days. 
 

Resources from Liturgy Brisbane: 
Liturgy Brisbane continue to provide online prayer resources for 
each Sunday as well as resources for families with children.  The 
resources can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-
and-family-prayer/ 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASS: 
Mass will be live streamed from St Patrick's Cathedral 

Toowoomba each Sunday at 9:00am. There are a number of 
options available to access it.  Use any of the following links: 

Facebook or YouTube or Website 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Pauline Anderson, 
Margaret Reis. We remember all who are ill with the Corona Virus.  
Recently Deceased: Darby McCarthy.  We remember all victims 
of the Corona Virus. 
Anniversaries: Rev Msgr Patrick McMorrow, Rev Fr Thomas 
Isaac, Alma Betts. 
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Remain in my love 
Jn 15:9 

 

 

 

 

7 May 2020 

 

 

To All Clergy and Parishes of the Diocese of Toowoomba 

   
 
On Wednesday afternoon (06 May), local Aboriginal Elder Darby McCarthy, died. Darby has been a 
prominent leader in the community, a staunch advocate of the rights of First Nations peoples, 
deeply immersed in his own culture, firmly at home in family and good friend to many people in all 
walks of life.  
 
He will be greatly missed by the racing fraternity: a wonderful jockey with an outstanding record. He will 
be remembered for his enthusiastic efforts to have the second range crossing named Multuggerah Way. 
His smiling presence in any gathering always spoke of welcome. 
 
Darby will be deeply missed by his large family, from the far west where he grew up to the east where 
he lived in more recent years. The death of some people marks the end of an era: Darby was one such 
person. His life and death will mark a milestone in the journey of his people for justice and truth. His 
voice was a voice worth listening to. 
 
Darby has always been a good friend of the Church in our diocese. Always willing to meet, to talk, to 
discuss, to educate. He has often been a compassionate presence in difficult situations of conflict and 
confrontation. In his gracious humanity, he has walked with us with understanding and patience. 
 
We express our sympathy to his large immediate and extended family. 
 
Details of his funeral will be available in coming days. Information will be circulated to all parishes and 
communities in the diocese. 
 
 

 
 

 Most Reverend Robert M McGuckin 
Bishop of Toowoomba 

PO Box 756, Toowoomba Qld 4350 

Tel: (+61 7) 4632 4277 • Fax: (+61 7) 4639 2251 • Email: bishop@twb.catholic.org.au • www. twb.catholic.org.au 



Living the Eucharist - Reflections for this time of Coronavirus - 4 
 

A Reflection by: 

Dr David Tutty 

Executive Officer 

Toowoomba Social Justice Commission 

dtutty@twb.catholic.org.au 

Many of us are struggling with these weeks of quarantine and distancing. While there 

are many normal activities that we miss, I suggest that there are still many blessings 

to be experienced. Many of us have a garden and still enjoy the beautiful range of 

flowers and trees as well as the many fruits and vegetables that grow. Many of us still 

see the sun set and the rich colour that floods the western sky. We still enjoy the wind 

in our faces and hear the swaying of the trees and sounds of the birds. 

There is blessing in God’s creation. In our Genesis story, we are reminded that all that 

God has created is good. In our Offertory prayers the priest says at Mass, parts of 

creation are the very things we offer back to God. In these prayers, God is named as 

the ‘Lord God of all creation’ who has given us the bread and wine, the ‘fruit of the 

earth’ and the ‘fruit of the vine’, so that they can become ‘our bread of life’ and ‘our 

spiritual drink’.  

Pope Francis, in Laudato Si’, names that all of God’s creation finds its fullness in the 

Eucharist. He says that the Eucharist ‘embraces and penetrates all creation’ and 

therefore it is ‘a source of light and motivation for our concerns for the environment, 

directing us to be stewards of all creation’. 

Thus, we are called to protect all of creation. We are called to protect not because this 

creation is useful to us but because God’s glory is to be experienced in and through 

this creation. Everything created is the ‘caress of God’. Because of this, Eucharist is 

always more than about just humans and God.  

Pope Francis calls us to mark the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’, on the care of our 

common home, during the week of May 16-24 2020. With a real sense of urgency he 

asks for ‘ambitious actions to address the mounting environmental perils facing the 

planet and its people’.  

Living the Eucharist, then, is a call to open ourselves up to an ecological conversion. 

Living the Eucharist is about being open to the caress of God in the flowers, the 

sunsets, the wind and the birds. Living the Eucharist is also about ‘ambitious actions’ 

that lead to phasing out fossil fuels, protecting endangered plants and animals, 

protecting water supplies, consuming less and changing our ways so all God’s creation 

can flourish. 
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