
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A: 28 - 29 March, 2020 
 

Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 
 

Sunday’s readings touch into the most profound of mysteries, the mysteries of life and death. To hold a newborn 
child or to see the sick restored to health is to experience the wonder of life. On the other hand, sudden death 
can bring unimagined grief and pain. The news tells us that, as of March 23, 14,641 people have died from 
Coronavirus over the past two months. Some have died alone. With this pandemic comes an extraordinary 
outpouring of grief and fear. This comes in the wake of bushfires that saw the death of some 1.25 billion animals 
in Australia and deep sorrow at the prospect of species loss. Death brings tears, even anger. Little wonder that 
“life” becomes a metaphor for transformation and new beginnings or that “death” so often signifies deprivation 
and loss.  
 

The gospel reading is about the death and restoration to life of Lazarus, “the one whom Jesus loved”. It is the 
last of the seven “signs” in John’s “book of signs” that reveal the “glory” of God. It is also the greatest of Jesus’ 
signs. It functions as a catalyst for the events that lead to his death: “…from that day on they planned to put him 
to death” (11:53). It provides the occasion for Jesus to assert “I am the resurrection and the life” and to invite 
assent to that revelation of his identity. It reveals the compassion and tender heart of Jesus who weeps at the 
grief of Mary his friend and at the death of her brother. It also reveals the goodness in the hearts of those “Jews” 
who share her grief and who come to faith in Jesus who raises the dead to life.  
 

Though the story revolves around the plight of Lazarus, Martha and Mary are the characters who, with Jesus, 
occupy centre stage and into whose faith journey we are invited to enter. Martha and Mary are identified as 
“sisters” who live in Bethany. Are they blood “sisters” or sisters in their love of Jesus and the community around 
him, or both? Lazarus is Mary’s sick “brother”. Martha will later claim him as her “brother”. Might they all be part 
of a little faith community in Bethany rather than biological siblings? A brief notice alerts the reader to the 
imminent death of Jesus: “Mary is the one who anointed Jesus with perfumed oil and wiped his feet with her 
tears”. The reader will later discover that Mary’s anointing of Jesus is “for the day of [his] burial”. As so often in 
John’s gospel, misunderstanding and irony function to bring the actors in the drama, and to bring us as actors 
in the theatre of Christian life, to new levels of understanding and faith. Right now, in the face of a pandemic, 
we are called, as sisters and brothers across the globe, to play our part so that this illness may lead to greater 
love and even to “life”. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .........Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ..... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................. Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ........................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................. Michael Cash 
APRE: ................................. .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 

Parish Safeguards Contact: 
Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday 

4 and 5 April 2020 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord- 
 

No Mass 
 

Readings:              Entrance: Matthew 21:1-11 
                Isaiah 50:4-7 
                Philippians 2:6-11 
                              Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 
  

Thought for the Week 
“The church would betray its own love for God and its fidelity to 
the gospel if it stopped being . . . a defender of the rights of the 
poor . . . a humanizer of every legitimate struggle to achieve a 
more just society . . . that prepares the way for the true reign of 

God in history.” St Oscar Romero 
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March/April  2020  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Holy Week Ceremonies 2020:  
All Holy Week Ceremonies have been cancelled this year. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
These will be rescheduled once normal operations resume. 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
Bishop Robert has directed that: Preparation for and celebration 
of Confirmation and First Communion is postponed until the 
pandemic is over.  Previously scheduled meetings will not proceed 
until further notice.   
 

Lent Second Rite of Reconciliation – Wednesday 1 April: 
After discussions with Fr Michael, the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation planned for 1 April here at St Thomas More’s and 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral has been cancelled at both locations. 
 

Open Door:  
After a meeting on Wednesday morning the Open-Door Group 
have cancelled their Wednesday morning get together until 
further notice.  We will advise when they are ready to return. 
 

Family Group Monthly Gatherings: 
Postponed until further notice. 
 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel: 
After receiving health and safety advice regarding the opening of 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, we will now keep it closed.  
 

Parish Newsletter: 
Paper copies available outside the front door of the Church and 
near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  
 

The Swag: 
Copies of The Swag, the quarterly publication of the National 
Council of Priests, are now available from the Church Office  Feel 
free to drop by to pick up a copy.  If you are able to make a $2 
donation to assist with costs, that would be most welcome. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you know of someone who requires assistance from the 
Parish, please contact the Office and we will follow up. 
 

Caring for Our Staff: 

We have now placed signs outside the Parish Office asking people 
who come to the door to stop and phone the office to talk to staff.  
Staff coming to the door may talk to you through the screen door 
rather than opening it.  Please don’t be offended by this as it is 
being done to abide by distancing requirements and in the 
interests of staff health and safety. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

 

Access to Mass on line: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as 
well as other special events in the life of the church from the 
Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners may access live 
broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand. 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and is then available as a recording on 
demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass. 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is 
recorded and available to view anytime on YouTube.  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 
Pray at Home Resources: 
The following links will open a couple of sites that have been set 
up by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference to keep us up 
to date with COVID-19 information and to assist us with 
resources to help us pray at home during this time when we are 
unable to gather for public worship or prayer: 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
• https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 

 

Devotional Sites and Apps: 
   

Bread 4 Today: https://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/ 
This daily reflection app is produced by the Redemptorists, 
Australia, New Zealand and Samoa 
 

Three-Minute Retreat:     https://www.loyolapress.com/3-
minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/about-3minute-retreats 
These brief but thoughtful virtual ‘retreats’ are based on the 
lectionary and are produced by Loyola Press, a ministry of the 
Jesuits in the United States. They are available online or as an 
app on your phone. 
 

Sacred Space: https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
The Irish Jesuits have been producing the popular Sacred Space 
daily prayers and reflections for more than twenty years, and 
they are now available as a convenient phone app.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Paul Matthews, Pauline 
Anderson.  
Anniversaries: Fr Patrick Brady  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer (courtesy of GIA Publications) 
 
Lord Jesus, 
You travelled through towns and villages 
curing every disease and illness among the people.  
  
At your command, the sick were made well. 
Come to our aid now in this health crisis  
so that we may know your healing love. 
  

Heal those who are sick:  
may they regain their health and strength. 
Heal us from our fear,  
which prevents us from helping one another. 
Heal us from our pride,  
which makes us certain of our health and life  
apart from you. 
  

Bless health care professionals  
with strength and compassion  
as they selflessly respond to our needs. 
  

We make this prayer in your strong and holy name, 
You, who with the Father and Spirit, 
live and reign for ever and ever. 
 
Amen.  
 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

 

      $                   Budget    Actual               
                    Planned Giving  

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

60,000

110,000

Year to Date

Planned Giving Envelopes: Please feel free to drop your 
Planned Giving Envelopes with your weekly offering into the 
mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
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Some thoughts from the Parish Leader: 

As has been my usual practice, I am making sure to include the scripture references for each Sunday on the 
front page of the Parish Newsletter, especially at this time when none of us have the opportunity to come to 
Mass in person to hear the Word proclaimed (though I would hope that those who can are taking advantage 
of online options for viewing or streaming Mass even on a daily basis).  While we are not able to hear the 
Word proclaimed in our Church, we can still avail of its riches and its nourishment by reading it at home and, 
where possible, reflecting on it together with other family members.  The Lenten readings from the Gospel of 
John (the Samaritan Woman at the Well, the Man Born Blind, the Raising of Lazarus) are just so rich in their 
content and their message and have so much to give. 
 

The reading for this coming weekend includes what is probably the shortest verse in the whole Bible: “And 
Jesus wept” (John 11:35).  John also presents Jesus as “greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved” at the 
death of his dear friend, Lazarus.  If we ever wonder whether God in Jesus fully embraced our humanity, 
accounts such as this give us a comforting and reassuring glimpse of Jesus’ profound love and compassion.  
In the present circumstances of the pandemic when fear and uncertainty serve to discourage us and can 
make us acutely aware of our own fragility, we can be confident that God is right there with us – walking 
beside us and, at times, even carrying us – as we travel this challenging journey. 
 

Last week I travelled to Lismore for the funeral of a dear friend who, like me, had walked a key part of his life 
journey as a member of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (C.Ss.R.)(the Redemptorists).  The 
Psalm that was sung at his funeral Mass was the psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 130, a beautiful prayer song 
that includes the verse “For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem” 
(Verse 7).  For Redemptorists this verse is very significant because from it comes the motto of the 
Congregation: With God there is plentiful redemption.  Throughout his life my friend was guided by this verse 
and was particularly nurtured and inspired by an abiding sense of the abundance of God – the abundance of 
grace, of life, of love, of forgiveness, of joy, of peace, of healing that are just some of the many facets of this 
abundance.  For my friend it led to an abundance of care particularly for the poor, the vulnerable, for those 
whom society often forgets.  At the same time it meant that his approach to life was always so positive 
because of his unshakable belief in the abundance of God’s love and care for each one of us. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel shows us the abundance of God’s love and care as we witness Jesus’ profound love 
and care for Lazarus and Martha and Mary.  Both Mary and Martha say to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.”  For the Gospel writer, in the midst of Jesus’ grief at the death of his friend, 
this story is not about death, but it is about life, with the words attributed to Jesus: “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die” (John 11:25-26).  There are many unknowns for us at this time, but some things remain known 
and do not change, particularly the gift and grace of faith and the abiding and abundant love of our God for 
each of us. 
 

So let us be people who accept the plentiful redemption of our God and find ways in which we can continue 
to be filled with hope and to share that hope and compassion, fruit of God’s love for us, with others.  Please 
keep safe and well and keep in touch with each other in ways that are available to us in the current situation.  
We have included on Page 2 some links to sites/material that you may find helpful in your prayers and spiritual 
nourishment during this time.  There are also links on the parish website.  Above all, let us keep praying for 
each other and let us keep praying often and with confident faith. 
 

In concluding this reflection, I would like to share some words from Fr Edmond Nixon C.Ss.R., a member of 
the Redemptorist Community in North Perth, Western Australia:  
  
“If our churches are closed for the sake of keeping everyone safe through social distancing, please don’t see 
it as a deprivation. Rather, this time is surely God leading us into the realities of his world. God, in one way 
or another is leading us to the wounded masses. God is inviting Christians to understand that Eucharist is 
lived in every time and in every place, most especially when generous care is given the other, attention is 
focussed on the needy, time is enjoyed with persons and when on the occasion prayer is shared. This, friends, 
is Eucharist. This is Jesus broken and given in all who serve, Jesus poured out in all who offer their lives and 
time.  Don’t be afraid if the church building is closed. Be afraid rather not to see Eucharist in all of life, for it is 
surely there. The risen Christ is there. So, let’s keep an eye out for each other and somewhere whisper a 
prayer. There is no time to be lost. To live is to be blessed.  Let’s live!”  (Sourced from https://www.cssr.org.au/ 
the website of the Redemptorists in Australia) 

 

Michael 
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