
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent Year A: 21 - 22 March, 2020 
 

Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 

Last week, we journeyed with the woman of Samaria from bewilderment to deep insight into Jesus’ identity and 
mission and to a strong personal faith commitment. This week, we are invited on a faith journey with a man born blind 
and with the varying groups of participants in the drama. All have the opportunity of coming to faith. Ironically, the 
blind come to see, both physically and spiritually, while those who are gifted with physical sight remain in spiritual 
darkness.  
 

In healing the man born blind, Jesus performs the sixth of eight powerful actions or “signs” in John’s gospel that 
reveal God’s power at work in Jesus and in the lives of those who seek life. The “signs” invite the reader/hearer/viewer 
to accept Jesus and his revelation of God and God’s purposes.  
 

Time features significantly in the story. Jesus heals the blind beggar on the Sabbath. The Jerusalem authorities have 
already raised objections about Jesus’ Sabbath healing activity (John 5). Once again they object that he is failing to 
observe the Sabbath. They label him a sinner. Ironically, in the final authoritative analysis, it is they who “remain in 
their sins”.  
 

This story reminds us of the need to check our assumptions and, if necessary, to revise our thinking and action. It 
also reminds us to accept the fact that we can be wrong about things we have always believed. It invites us to be 
open to seeing differently or from a new perspective. Jesus’ disciples, the parents of the man born blind, his 
neighbours, the religious authorities all operate out of unchecked assumptions. They mostly come to the wrong 
conclusions. Only those willing to admit that they have it wrong have any chance of coming to faith. In the present 
political climate in my country, admitting that one “got it wrong” seems to be anathema. And yet, from a gospel 
perspective, it is a sign of real strength.  
 

In the common estimation, the man was blind, so he or his parents must have sinned. Not so, according to Jesus. 
From the perspective of the authorities, Jesus heals on the Sabbath and is therefore a sinner. Not so, from Jesus’ 
point of view. The man was born blind and so needs others to speak for him. Not so, say his parents, he can speak 
for himself. He does speak for himself and quite eloquently, to the chagrin of the religious authorities. He presents 
them with the truth about Jesus but they refuse to accept the word of an outcast. Their reaction is violent: they drive 
him out. But Jesus goes in search of him and leads him to yet deeper levels of faith and understanding. You may like 
to read the story once more and put yourself in the place of the different characters. There is a little bit of each 
character in every one of us.  

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
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Next Sunday 

28 and 29 March 2020 
 

5th Sunday of Lent A 
 

No Mass 
 

Readings:              Ezekiel 37:12-14 
                Romans 8:8-11 
                              John 11:1-45 
  

Thought for the Week 
“Keep your language. Love its sounds, its modulation, its 
rhythm. But try to march together with people of different 
languages, remote from your own, who wish like you for 
a more just and human world.” Dom Helder Camara 
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March 2020  

23 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
30 March – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Holy Week Ceremonies 2020:  
All Holy Week Ceremonies have been cancelled this year. 
 

Music Practice for Holy Week: 
Music Practices have been cancelled as a result of the ceremonies 
not proceeding. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
Given that our Lenten groups are small numbers, it is up to group 
members to decided whether to continue gathering or not.  The 
Wednesday evening group will continue for now. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
These will be rescheduled once normal operations resume. 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
Bishop Robert has directed that: Preparation for and celebration 
of Confirmation and First Communion is postponed until the 
pandemic is over.  Previously scheduled meetings will not proceed 
until further notice.   
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – Saturday 21 March: 
After assessing the situation in relation to risks associated with 
the spread of the Corona Virus, COVID-19,  this event has been 
cancelled. 
 

Anointing Mass – 9.30 am Tuesday 24 March: 
After due consideration the Anointing Mass has been postponed 
to a date to be advised, depending on developments with the 
Corona Virus, COVID-19. 
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 28 March:  
This Mass will not proceed. 
 

Lent Second Rite of Reconciliation – Wednesday 1 April: 
After discussions with Fr Michael, the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation planned for 1 April here at St Thomas More’s and 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral has been cancelled at both locations. 
 

Open Door:  
After a meeting on Wednesday morning the Open-Door Group 
have cancelled their Wednesday morning get together until 
further notice.  We will advise when they are ready to return. 
 

The Swag: 

Copies of The Swag, the quarterly publication of the National 
Council of Priests, are now available from the Church Office  Feel 
free to drop by to pick up a copy.  If you are able to make a $2 
donation to assist with costs, that would be most welcome. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  Please keep in touch with each 
other and be particularly mindful of people who may be on their 
own.  If you know of someone who requires assistance from the 
Parish, please contact the Office and we will follow up. 
 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel: 
Over the next few weeks, we will endeavour to keep the Blessed 
Sacrament chapel in the Church open as much as possible.  This 
will provide a quiet space for prayer and reflection if you need to 
access it. 
 
Access to Mass on line: 
1. Available from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Tune in and enjoy a live web cast of the 10am Sunday Mass, as 
well as other special events in the life of the church from the 
Cathedral of St Stephen Brisbane. Parishioners may access live 
broadcasts at specific times or replays of a Mass on-demand. 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 

2. Available from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Daily Mass is streamed live at 1pm (Mon - Fri)  from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne and is then available as a recording on 
demand until one hour prior to the next 1.00pm Mass. 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

3. Available From the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Daily Mass from Our Lady of the Way Parish North Sydney is 
recorded and available to view anytime on YouTube.  

https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 
 
 

 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
SPRED MASS: 
Please be advised that the SPRED Community Mass and Morning 
Tea scheduled for 9 am Sunday 29 March at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
has been cancelled. 
 

St Vincent’s Cancer Care Morning: 
Due to risks associated with the possible spread of the Corona 
Virus, COVID-19, this event has been cancelled. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Paul Matthews, Pauline 
Anderson.    

  

 
 

 

 
 

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000
Year to Date PLANNED GIVING 

 

      $                   Budget    Actual               
                    Planned Giving  

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

A Word from the Parish Leader:  
As the world faces the reality of the corona virus, COVID-19, 
we are seeing daily changes that I know that I never expected 
to see in my lifetime.  Foremost among these is the cancellation 
of public celebrations of the Mass across our Diocese (and 
across our country) until 1 May (or longer if necessary I am 
sure).  This is a challenging time for all of us, particularly not 
being able to gather for the celebration of Mass which is at the 
heart of the life of our faith community and at the core of our 
individual faith journey.  These times are asking us to adapt 
and to find new ways of supporting each other as a community.   
 
We will continue to have the office open here at the Parish as 
normal.  We will make a newsletter available each week by 
email, on the website and on the parish Facebook page, as well 
as leaving printed copies outside the side door of the Church.  
We will also do our best to have the Blessed Sacrament chapel 
often so that sacred space can be available for quiet prayer and 
reflection. Obviously, in the current climate, it is important to 
keep providing information in a timely manner, so we will 
undertake to pass on any information that we receive. 
 
Our website contains links to some resources that may assist 
with personal and family prayer.  If further resources become 
available, we will also share them with you and encourage you 
to pass them on to others. 
 

As part of this week’s newsletter, we have included the latest 
communication from Bishop Robert together with a reflection 
from our Priest Director, Fr Michael O’Brien. 
 
Please keep in touch with each other and let us know if we can 
support you and your family in any way.  Please take good care 
of yourselves and your families and take the necessary 
precautions to keep yourselves and others safe. 
 
God bless 
Michael Bermingham 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: Please feel free to drop your 
Planned Giving Envelopes with your weekly offering into the 
mailbox near the door to the Parish Office. 
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A word from our Priest Director……. 
 

It is with some sadness that we abide with the directions of Bishop Robert.  We, as priests would love to 
celebrate the sacraments, especially Mass with the people within our community that we have come to 
know and value on our shared journey.  We understand the “hole” that this leaves in your lives, as it does 
for us also.  We assure you of our prayers during this confronting time and we know that you will be 
mindful of us also.  The gospel on Friday, our last Mass as a community for 6 weeks was: 
 

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’ Jesus 
replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You must 
love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’  

  
As we begin this “desert” journey without Eucharist we are reminded of the breath of the power of 
praying.  An invitation to depth our prayerfulness, to listen for the gentle whisper of the voice of Christ.  
To explore new or renewed ways of loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Maybe not a 
time to add more, but rather enter into a quiet and focussed way of prayer.  We are especially invited not 
to abandon our prayer.  Coupled so deeply with this is our love of neighbour.  This sacrifice of not 
gathering as a community for Eucharist is for the greater love of our neighbour.  In this case, as maybe 
always our neighbour is the most vulnerable within our community.  The seniors, the young, those whose 
hygiene is compromised and those who we wish to keep safe. Our shared concern to slow this virus is the 
way we can “love our neighbour” in these times. 
 
Please know that St Patrick’s will remain open for prayer and adoration each Wednesday between 5pm 
and 6pm will be available.  The first rite of Reconciliation will be available at the usual time, or when 
other times, will be advertised.  Please keep an eye on the tables in the Cathedral, as resources, such as the 
bulletin will continue to be available for personal reflection.  (For the situation at St Thomas More’s, see 
Page 2 of this Newsletter.) 
 
During the week Angela Travers sent me this reflection, which is powerful food for thought: 

 

Pandemic 

What if you thought of it 

as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 

the most sacred of times? 

Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 

Give up, just for now, 

on trying to make the world 

different than it is. 

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 

to whom you commit your life. 

Centre down. 

And when your body has become still, 

reach out with your heart. 

Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 

 
 So let us continue to keep each other in mind and in prayer.   
 May our hearts indeed reach out to those we love. 

  Peace of mind, and depth of God’s love be with you.  Father Michael  
 

Know that our lives 

are in one another’s hands. 

Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 

of compassion that move, 

invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 

Promise this world your love-- 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 

 

Lynn Ungar 3/11/20 
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