
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Third Sunday of Lent Year A: 14 - 15 March, 2020 
 

Readings: Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 
 

Those privileged to act as catechists in the RCIA program over the Lenten period will be introducing candidates to 
some of our most treasured gospel stories. In 1963, Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy called for the 
restoration of certain early Church practices. The two main features of Lent, baptism and penance, were to be given 
greater emphasis in the liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. More use was to be made of the baptismal elements 
proper to the Lenten liturgy. Some features that were part of an earlier tradition were to be restored. In response to 
this call, John’s stories of the Samaritan woman, the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus were moved from the 
weekday to the Sunday liturgy. Thus, three weeks into Lent, the liturgy invites us to take a faith journey in the company 
of a courageous outsider, an unnamed woman from a despised religious group.  
 

A woman of Samaria comes to draw water from the well of Jacob, Israel’s great ancestor in faith. She belongs in a 
long line of women whose lot as women is to undertake the burdensome, often dangerous, daily toil of carrying water 
so that their families might simply survive. Jesus asks the woman for a drink and elicits a bewildered response. She 
responds, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” This response provides the opportunity 
for Jesus to move into an extended and constantly deepening exchange in which the woman proves herself a 
knowledgeable and worthy dialogue partner. The pursuit of water, a key baptismal symbol in the gospel tradition, 
provides the catalyst for her journey to faith in Jesus as the Messiah/the Christos and her engagement in the mission 
of proclaiming the good news to her people. 
 

Commentators tend to focus on the woman’s marital status, usually in negative terms. Because she is said to have 
had five husbands, many presume that she is a sinner: there is nothing in the text to support this position. Successive 
husbands may have died. Financial, religious or societal constraints may have functioned in her decision to remarry. 
The “husbands” may refer to the strange gods that claimed the allegiance of the Samaritans. There is no consensus 
on this among scholars.  
 

At the outset, the woman views Jesus simply as a Jew who breaks with established custom by asking her for water. 
She comes to accept him as the provider of living water. Jesus understands her life story and opens up the way for 
her to accept him as a prophet. She takes the risk of sharing her own convictions about the locus of worship and is 
gifted with new understanding and with Jesus’ further self-disclosure. She leaves her water jar behind and brings 
others to faith in Jesus as Messiah and saviour of the world. She becomes both disciple and missionary prophet. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ....................................... .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 
 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm…….Choir Practice 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30am…..Faith Education 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……..School Board 
 

Wednesday:  9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 4.00pm……………..PRDC 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 

21 and 22 March 2020 
 

4th Sunday of Lent A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
 Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 
  

Thought for the Week 
"We ourselves feel that what we are 
doing is just a drop in the ocean. But 
the ocean would be less because of 
that missing drop." 
St Teresa of Calcutta 

mailto:parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au
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March 2020  

23 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
24 March – Anointing Mass 
30 March – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Holy Week Ceremonies 2020:  
Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 6 pm  
Good Friday – Stations of the Cross – 10 am 
Good Friday – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 3 pm 
Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil – 6 pm 
Easter Sunday – Mass – 8.30 am 
 

Music Practice for Holy Week: 
Music practice for Holy Week will begin on Monday 16 March at 
7pm in the Church.  All singers welcome.  Future dates to be 
advised. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year is continuing.  Group times are 
as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commenced Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commenced Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commenced Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commenced Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commenced 28 February. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
Over forthcoming weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 
discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the parish 
community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on Saturday nights 
and Sunday morning and will aim to go no longer than 15 to 20 
minutes.  All involved in these ministries are asked to attend.  
Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 14 and 15 March 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 4 and 5 April 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  
Saturday and Sunday, 18 and 19 April 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Tuesday 26th May 2020 at 7.00pm.  First Communion 
will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend of 20 and 21 
June 2020.  The first Parent Meeting for this sacramental program 
is scheduled for Wednesday 18 March 2020 with a choice to 
attend at either 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the Meeting Room in the 
Parish Office.  Children need to have received the Sacrament of 
Penance before joining the sacramental program for Confirmation 
and First Communion.  Also, if anyone would like to join the 
sacramental team for this program, your support would be 

warmly welcomed.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 
804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – Saturday 21 March: 
Come and enjoy Craic (Gaelic for fun and enjoyment), food and 
drink after 6pm mass Saturday March 21 in the St Thomas More’s 
Parish Hall. Please bring food to share – Irish Stew, Praties 
(sometimes known as Potatoes) and/or dessert. Drinks can be 
purchased on the night. Please come dressed in your finest Irish 
attire, armed with your sense of fun, your best singing voice as 
well as some jokes, stories, poetry – or just Blarney – to suit this 

occasion. Prizes to be distributed by visiting Leprechaun. Any 
assistance to set up at 2 pm on Saturday 21 March would be most 
welcome. Please contact Peter McDonald on 0408 345 022 or by 
email: pmcduck@netspace.net.au for more information. 
 

Anointing Mass – 9.30 am Tuesday 24 March: 
Mass with the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated at St Thomas More’s on Tuesday 24 March at 9.30am.  
Please note change of day from last year. All welcome.  Please 
think about anyone you may be able to assist with transport so 
that as many as possible may experience the blessings of this 
healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance to meet up over 

a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern Group.   
 

Lent Second Rite of Reconciliation – Wednesday 1 April: 
Our Lent Second Rite of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Wednesday 1 April 2020.  There will be two services on that day 
– 9.30 am here at St Thomas More’s and 5.30pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 28 March:  
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship between 
Parish and School, we have arranged with the school to again this 
year have one weekend Mass each Term where we invite and 
welcome families from the school community to join us, with 
children given the opportunity to participate in the different parts 
of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and the first for the year will 
be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 28 March. We look forward to warmly 
welcoming families from the school that night. 
 

St Thomas More’s School Tuckshop needs our help: 
The STM tuckshop is looking for parishioners interested in baking 
for tuckshop.  Recipes are provided. Please contact Tara:  
Tara.Fawcett@twb.catholic.edu.au or through the school office. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 

contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Men for All Seasons Grant Application: 
The Men for All Seasons group have recently applied for a grant 
to purchase a defibrillator to take with them on their monthly 
outings.  If the application is successful, they propose to keep the 
defibrillator in the church when they are not using it, so that it 
can be used there if ever required.  Advice of the grant outcome 
will be provided at a later date. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
St Vincent’s Cancer Care Morning: 
St Vincent’s Hospital Cancer Care Morning Tea will be held at the 
Urban Grounds Café, 210 Herries Street on Monday 30 March 
2020 from 9.00am.  Tickets are $40 each.  Anyone who would 
like to join us on our table please phone Jessie Cutler on 0431 
908 688 or Lesley Knight on 0428 304 784. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Terry McNamara, Paul Matthews, Pauline 
Anderson.    
Recently Deceased: Archbishop John Bathersby,  
Patrick Coughlan (Lismore). 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Bernard Kane, Rev Fr Derick Furness, Rev 

Fr Ronald Walton, Michael Kelly 
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Toward the elimination of racial discrimination 

Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ  |  05 March 2020 

During March we are encouraged to reflect on discrimination against different groups in society and 
to disown it. 
 
The first of the month was Zero Discrimination Day, while 21 March, which calls on us to eliminate Racial 
Discrimination, is also the 60th anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre. 
 
On that day South African police fired on people demonstrating against Apartheid. A total of 250 women, 
men and children died.  In retrospect it can be seen as a turning point in the long path of South Africa to being 
a multiracial society. 
 
FEAR OF OTHERS 
 
Sharpeville indicated that the roots of racial discrimination lie in the fear that people of one race often harbour 
for those of one another.   
 
It also demonstrates that racial discrimination in society expresses itself naturally in rage and state violence. 
That explains why it is so important to call out racial discrimination and contempt for people of different races 
when we find it. Left unchecked such feelings can easily lead to violence and repression. 
 
Racial discrimination is unjustifiable because it is built on a shallow and dangerous understanding of what it 
means to be human. 
 
It assumes that the most important and defining quality of people is their race. From that belief follows the 
conclusion that race controls the way in which people should be treated. In fact, although racial identity is an 
important aspect of human lives, each person has a unique and high value simply by virtue of being human. 
Because we share a common humanity we are all are entitled to an equal respect that does not privilege one 
group over others on the grounds of race, wealth, religion or political allegiances. 
 
DENIAL OF SHARED HUMANITY 
 
To discriminate against people on any of these grounds means denying the claims that their shared humanity 
makes on us and our society.  It is not morally justifiable. 
 
In Australia many people complain of meeting different kinds of prejudice and discrimination in their daily 
lives. Some are abused and discriminated against on the grounds of their race, others on the grounds of their 
religion, their political views or their gender. 
 
Sometimes people who protest against different forms of discrimination find themselves in conflict with one 
another. One group will wish to ban words and conduct that they find discriminatory and harmful; another 
group will see the proposed ban as discriminatory against themselves. This conflict has been evident in the 
public debate about religious freedom. 
 
MUTUAL RESPECT 
 
Ideally these disputes will be resolved by negotiation inspired by mutual respect. In polarised public 
conversation, however, mutual suspicion can replace mutual respect, and people can defend their own rights 
at the expense of the rights of others. 
 
In any society discrimination against minority groups in society displays a lack of respect for the humanity of 
the people who are discriminated against. Discrimination often does need to be addressed by laws against 
it.  But such laws cannot create respect, which can only be instilled through examples of respectful 
conversation shaping public life and personal relationships. Respect is the business of the whole community. 
 

(The above article by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ was published on 5 March 2020 in the Parish Life Blog, part of 
Australian Catholics - https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/ - an initiative of Jesuit Communications) 

https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/


Gathering: In these Days of Lenten Journey R Manalo 
 

In these days of Lenten journey,  
we have seen and we have heard 
the call to sow justice in the lives 
of those we serve. 
 

We reach out to those who are homeless, 
To those who live without warmth 
In the coolness of evening we’ll shelter their dreams  
We will clothe them in mercy and peace. 
 

We will call on the spirit of Justice 
And pray for righteousness sake 
We will sing for the freedom of all the oppressed 
We will loosen the bonds of distress. 
Text and music Ricky Manalo, CSP, b. 1965, ©1997, Ricky Manalo CSP.  Published by OCP Publications.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. under ONE LICENSE #A-640451 
 

Penitential Rite:                        M Mangan 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the water that brings us life anew. 
So we sing to you 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, you gave us water to quench our thirsty hearts. 
So we sing to you. 
 

Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the gift of God, who satisfies our need. 
So we sing to you. 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
© 1993 LITMUS PUBLICATIONS. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. under ONE LICENSE # A-
640451 

                                                                                                     

Psalm:        C Smith 
Response:    If today you hear his voice; 
         harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
Hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
With songs let us hail the Lord. 
 
Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
Let us kneel before the God who made us 
For he is our God 
And we are the people of his pasture, 
The flock that is led by his hand. 
 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
As on that day at Massah in the desert 
When your fathers put me to the test; 
When they tried me, though they saw my work.” 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-640451 
 

Verse before the Gospel:       R Zaragoza 

 

All praise, all glory, all blessing to our most high God 
You alone deserve honour and praise, holy, loving God. 
Copyright: OCP: Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-640451      
        
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Nurture your life within us, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

Save us Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.   

 
 

Communion:  Table of Plenty                      D Schutte 
 

Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty! 
God will provide for all that we need, 
Here at the table of plenty. 
 

O, come and sit at my table, 
Where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely, 
To share the cup of my love. 
 

O, come and eat without money; 
Come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit, 
With faith and fullness of life.    

 

My bread will ever sustain you, 
Through days of sorrow and woe. 
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness, 
To flood the depths of your soul. 

 

Your fields will flower in fullness; 
Your homes will flourish in peace. 
For I, the giver of home and harvest, 

Will send my rain on the soil. 
© 1992, OCP. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE#-A-640451 
 

Thanksgiving:     Silent Reflection 
 

 Recessional: Return to God                         M Haugen 
 

Return to God with all your heart, 
The source of grace and mercy. 
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God. 
 

Now the time of grace has come, 
The day of salvation;  
Come and learn now the way of our God. 
 

I will take your heart of stone 
And place a heart within you,  
A heart of compassion and love. 
© 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-640451 

 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved. 
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