
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Second Sunday of Lent Year A: 7 - 8 March, 2020 
 

Readings: Genesis 12:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Last week’s gospel invited us into a confronting habitat, namely the wilderness. This week, we follow Jesus and 
three of his companions to a high mountain, eventually a cloud-covered mountain. Both wilderness and 
mountain link Matthew’s story of Jesus with the story of the Israelites of old. Wilderness and mountain also 
remind us that God’s creation is the locus of wonder and mystery. The world we inhabit has an integrity of its 
own that has not always been acknowledged in our tradition. It is, in a very real sense, God’s dwelling place. It 
is, in addition, the place of human-divine encounter and the place of human encounter with the other-than-
human material world. Attention to habitat can lead us to a clearer understanding of our own place in the scheme 
of things and to ever deeper understandings of our relationship with God. 
 
The “transfiguration” seems to point to a time in Jesus’ ministry when he comes to terms with the fate he is likely 
to meet: if he confronts the forces of oppression and injustice, he is certain to encounter opposition, even death. 
Jesus has struggled with that realisation in the wilderness, at the outset of his ministry. On the mountain top, he 
comes to terms with what that involves. The disciples see Moses and Elijah, the key prophetic figures of Israel, 
speaking with Jesus, God’s new and definitive prophet. Peter wants to hold on to the experience of glory, to 
“make tents” for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. He prefers not to face the difficulties involved in fidelity to a mission 
that elicits hostility. That is not, however, the way of discipleship. Rather, Peter and his companions are called 
to “listen” to Jesus, the beloved of God, as are all who follow in the way of discipleship. 
 
Matthew’s account of the “transfiguration” is followed by a reminder that Jesus is soon to meet a violent death 
(17:23). Jesus’ companions get a glimpse of God’s glory shining on his face and penetrating even his clothing, 
a hint that God’s grace is more life-giving than the forces of violence that oppose God’s reign. Like Jesus and 
his companions, we too need the occasional glimpse of final victory. We need the good sense to listen and to 
follow through on the path that brings life, despite the pain. We can feel overwhelmed by the enormity of the 
challenges facing us and by the opposition we experience from the most unexpected quarters. If we are to 
sustain the struggle for a healthy, safe, and peace-filled world, we have to resist the temptation to hold on to the 
moments of glory, and come to terms with the personal cost of being faithful to the gospel mission of justice and 
compassion with all its painful demands.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ....................................... .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 
 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30am….Faith Education 
 2.00pm…Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday:  9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 
14 and 15 March 2020 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Exodus 17:3-7 
 Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
 John 4:5-42 
  

Thought for the Week 
"A church that doesn't provoke any crises, 
a gospel that doesn't unsettle, a word of 
God that doesn't get under anyone’s skin, 
a word of God that doesn't touch the real 
sin of the society in which it is being 
proclaimed — what gospel is that?" 
St Oscar Romero 
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March 2020  

24 March – Anointing Mass 
23 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
30 March – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are still available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year have commenced.  The Book 
for the program is “Grace” and is still available from the Parish 
Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and wish to 
join a group, please contact Michael for details.  The cost for the 
book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commenced Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commenced Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commenced Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commenced Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commenced 28 February. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
Over forthcoming weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 
discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the parish 
community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on Saturday nights 
and Sunday morning and will aim to go no longer than 15 to 20 
minutes.  All involved in these ministries are asked to attend.  
Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Readers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 7 and 8 March 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 14 and 15 March 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 4 and 5 April 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  
Saturday and Sunday, 18 and 19 April 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Tuesday 26th May 2020 at 7.00pm.  First Communion 
will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend of 20 and 21 
June 2020.  The first Parent Meeting for this sacramental program 
is scheduled for Wednesday 18 March 2020 with a choice to 
attend either at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the Meeting Room in the 
Parish Office.  Children need to have received the Sacrament of 
Penance before joining the sacramental program for Confirmation 
and First Communion.  Also, if anyone would like to join the 
sacramental team for this program, your support would be 
warmly welcomed.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 
804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – 21 March 2020: 
Come and enjoy Craic (Gaelic for fun and enjoyment), food and 
drink after 6pm mass Saturday March 21 in the St Thomas More’s 
Parish Hall. Please bring food to share – Irish Stew, Praties 
(sometimes known as Potatoes) and/or dessert. Drinks can be 
purchased on the night. Please come dressed in your finest Irish 
attire, armed with your sense of fun, your best singing voice as 
well as some jokes, stories, poetry – or just Blarney – to suit this 
occasion. Prizes to be distributed by visiting Leprechaun. Any 
assistance to set up at 2 pm on Saturday 21 March would be most 
welcome. Please contact Peter McDonald on 0408 345 022 or by 
email: pmcduck@netspace.net.au for more information. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Men for All Seasons Grant Application: 
The Men for All Seasons group have recently applied for a grant 
to purchase a defibrillator to take with them on their monthly 
outings.  If the application is successful, they propose to keep the 
defibrillator in the church when they are not using it, so that it 
can be used there if ever required.  Advice of the grant outcome 
will be provided at a later date. 
 

Diocesan Social Justice Commission Membership: 
The Diocesan Social Justice Commission has a number of 
members now retiring at the end of their fixed terms and is calling 
for nominations for new members for the Commission.  If you are 
interested, please talk to Michael. Nominations need to be in by 
this Tuesday, 10 March.  
 

St Thomas More’s School Tuckshop needs our help: 
The STM tuckshop is looking for parishioners interested in baking 
for tuckshop.  Recipes are provided. Please contact Tara:  
Tara.Fawcett@twb.catholic.edu.au or through the school office. 
 

Anointing Mass – 9.30 am Tuesday 24 March: 
Mass with the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated at St Thomas More’s on Tuesday 24 March at 9.30am.  
Please note change of day from last year. All welcome.  Please 
think about anyone you may be able to assist with transport so 
that as many as possible may experience the blessings of this 
healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance to meet up over 
a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern Group.   
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 28 March:  
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship between 
Parish and School, we have arranged with the school to again this 
year have one weekend Mass each Term where we invite and 
welcome families from the school community to join us, with 
children given the opportunity to participate in the different parts 
of the Mass.  Our Mass for this Term and the first for the year will 
be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 28 March. We look forward to warmly 
welcoming families from the school that night. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
St Vincent’s Cancer Care Morning: 

St Vincent’s Hospital Cancer Care Morning Tea will be held at the 
Urban Grounds Café, 210 Herries Street on Monday 30 March 
2020 from 9.00am.  Tickets are $40 each.  Anyone who would 
like to join us on our table please phone Jessie Cutler on 0431 
908 688 or Lesley Knight on 0428 304 784. 
 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Archbishop John Bathersby, Terry 
McNamara.     
Recently Deceased: Mae Lynskey (Stepmother of Fr Sean 
Lynskey)   
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Hector Thomas Sheeran, Rev Fr Joseph 
Skelly, Rev Fr Kevin Ryan, Peter Garrone, William Tatnell 
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Message of the Holy Father, Pope Francis, for Lent 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to prepare to celebrate with renewed hearts the great 
mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone of our personal and communal Christian life. We must 
continually return to this mystery in mind and heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure that we are open 
to its spiritual power and respond with freedom and generosity. 

1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion 
Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting, the Good News of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
This kerygma sums up the mystery of a love “so real, so true, so concrete, that it invites us to a relationship of openness 
and fruitful dialogue” (Christus Vivit, 117). Whoever believes this message rejects the lie that our life is ours to do with 
as we will. Rather, life is born of the love of God our Father, from his desire to grant us life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10). 
If we listen instead to the tempting voice of the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), we risk sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and 
experiencing hell here on earth, as all too many tragic events in the personal and collective human experience sadly 
bear witness. 

In this Lent of 2020, I would like to share with every Christian what I wrote to young people in the Apostolic 
Exhortation Christus Vivit: “Keep your eyes fixed on the outstretched arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over 
and over again. And when you go to confess your sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you of your guilt. 
Contemplate his blood poured out with such great love, and let yourself be cleansed by it. In this way, you can be reborn 
ever anew” (No. 123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the power of the Holy Spirit it is ever present, 
enabling us to see and touch with faith the flesh of Christ in those who suffer. 

2. The urgency of conversion 
It is good to contemplate more deeply the paschal mystery through which God’s mercy has been bestowed upon us. 
Indeed, the experience of mercy is only possible in a “face to face” relationship with the crucified and risen Lord “who 
loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20), in a heartfelt dialogue between friends. That is why prayer is so important 
in Lent. Even more than a duty, prayer is an expression of our need to respond to God’s love which always precedes 
and sustains us. Christians pray in the knowledge that, although unworthy, we are still loved. Prayer can take any 
number of different forms, but what truly matters in God’s eyes is that it penetrates deep within us and chips away at 
our hardness of heart, in order to convert us ever more fully to God and to his will. 

In this favourable season, then, may we allow ourselves to be led like Israel into the desert (cf. Hos 2:14), so that we 
can at last hear our Spouse’s voice and allow it to resound ever more deeply within us. The more fully we are engaged 
with his word, the more we will experience the mercy he freely gives us. May we not let this time of grace pass in vain, 
in the foolish illusion that we can control the times and means of our conversion to him. 

3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with his children 
The fact that the Lord once again offers us a favourable time for our conversion should never be taken for granted. This 
new opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of gratitude and stir us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic 
presence of evil in our lives, and in the life of the Church and the world, this opportunity to change our course expresses 
God’s unwavering will not to interrupt his dialogue of salvation with us. In the crucified Jesus, who knew no sin, yet for 
our sake was made to be sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), this saving will led the Father to burden his Son with the weight of our 
sins, thus, in the expression of Pope Benedict XVI, “turning of God against himself” (Deus Caritas Est, 12). For God 
also loves his enemies (cf. Mt 5:43-48). 

The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each of us through the paschal mystery of his Son has nothing to do 
with empty chatter, like that attributed to the ancient inhabitants of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing except telling 
or hearing something new” (Acts 17:21). Such chatter, determined by an empty and superficial curiosity, characterizes 
worldliness in every age; in our own day, it can also result in improper use of the media. 

4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself 
Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means feeling compassion towards the wounds of the crucified 
Christ present in the many innocent victims of wars, in attacks on life, from that of the unborn to that of the elderly, and 
various forms of violence. They are likewise present in environmental disasters, the unequal distribution of the earth’s 
goods, human trafficking in all its forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, which is a form of idolatry. 

Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women of good will to share, by almsgiving, their goods with those 
most in need, as a means of personally participating in the building of a better world. Charitable giving makes us more 
human, whereas hoarding risks making us less human, imprisoned by our own selfishness. We can and must go even 
further, and consider the structural aspects of our economic life. For this reason, in the midst of Lent this year, from 26 
to 28 March, I have convened a meeting in Assisi with young economists, entrepreneurs and change-makers, with the 
aim of shaping a more just and inclusive economy. As the Church’s magisterium has often repeated, political life 
represents an eminent form of charity (cf. Pius XI, Address to the Italian Federation of Catholic University Students, 18 
December 1927). The same holds true for economic life, which can be approached in the same evangelical spirit, the 
spirit of the Beatitudes. 

I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be reconciled to 
himself, to fix our gaze on the paschal mystery, and to be converted to an open and sincere dialogue with him. In this 
way, we will become what Christ asks his disciples to be: the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14). 

FRANCIS 



Gathering: Hymn to Christ                               F Andersen 
 

Christ, the visible expression of our God!   
We praise you! 
Long before Creation He existed and was Lord!   
We praise you. 
 

And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of All! 
And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of all! 
 

Deep in him the Principle from which all life began!  
We praise you! 
Centre point of history, God’s reconciling plan!  
We praise you! 

© 1979, Chevalier Music. All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-640451 
 

Penitential Rite: 
 
Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us.      M Mangan 
 

Lord, you made a home in the midst of your people. 
So we sing to you 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, we are transfigured as images of you. 
So we sing to you. 
 

Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the Beloved, the Chosen One of God.   
So we sing to you. 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 
© 1993 LITMUS PUBLICATIONS. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. under ONE LICENSE 
#A-640451 
 

Psalm:                                                                    C. Smith                                                      

Response: Lord let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you. 

 

The word of the Lord is faithful 
And all his work to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
And fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
On those who hope in his love, 
To rescue their souls from death, 
To keep them alive in famine. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
As we place all our hope in you. 
 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-640451 
 

Verse before the Gospel:                    R Zaragoza 
 

All praise, all glory, all blessing to our most high God 
You alone deserve honour and praise, holy, loving God. 
Copyright: OCP: Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-640451    
        
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Transform us by your word, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

Save us Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.   
 

 
 
 
 

Communion: Song for The Journey            E Marshall 
 

All of our life we will travel a journey, 
Called into love by the heart of the Son. 
Believing his way, we will walk with him only, 
For he is our joy, our peace, our true delight. 
 

With you, Lord, we’ll know the way, 
For you are the light of our day. 
You are strength in our need. 
Forgiveness and freedom: 
Let us trust in the Lord. 
 

Sorrow will come as we travel our journey, 
Broken, yet blessed in the breaking we are. 
And when we are grown, we belong to him only, 
For he is our joy, our peace, our true delight. 
 

Happiness shared as we travel our journey, 

Invites us to live in the heart of the Son. 
Together we walk as we follow him only, 
For he is our joy, our peace, our true delight. 

Text: © 1988, Willow Publishing Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under  

ONE LICENSE #A-640451 
 
  

Thanksgiving:     Silent Reflection 

  
 

Recessional: Lord, The Light of Your Love        G. Kendrick 

 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, Shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, Blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, 
And let there be light. 
 
©1999by Willow Connection Pty Ltd. ©1987Make Way Music Ltd. Administered by Copycare Australasia. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-640451 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  
Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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