
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the  
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for  

thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual  
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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First Sunday of Lent Year A: 29 February – 1 March, 2020 
 

Readings: Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Lent is a time of preparation for Easter. It is also a time to enter into the “wilderness” and grapple with the mysteries 
of life in Christ. It presents us with a challenge to take stock of our lives, to see more clearly what is in our hearts and 
to discover what might be calling us out of our comfort zones. Today’s liturgy invites us to reflect on Jesus’ forty-day 
experience in the wilderness. Jesus is “filled with the Holy Spirit” and, like so many humans before and since, is “led 
by the Spirit” into the wilderness of life to be “tested” there. [“Tested” is a more accurate translation of the Greek than 
is “tempted”].   
 
Forty is a significant number in Israel’s story: the great flood lasts forty days and forty nights; Moses spends forty 
days and forty nights on the mountain of God; Israel wanders for forty years in the wilderness; King David reigns for 
forty years; the prophet Elijah travels forty days and forty nights in the wilderness on his way to the mountain of God. 
Explanations of its significance vary: a round number suggesting a long period of time; a time of testing or trial; totality 
or fullness. 
 
In Israel’s story, the wilderness is the place of testing for God’s people: “Remember the long way that your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness… testing you to know what was in your heart” (Deut 8:2). In Matthew’s 
account, the “devil” is the “tester” or “tempter”, the instrument of God’s testing. In each instance, the test is expressed 
in terms of Jesus’ relationship to God: “If you are the son of God….” The Matthean Jesus passes the tests that the 
people of Israel have failed in the wilderness of Sinai. He refuses the way of special favour from God, the way of 
status or self-aggrandisement. He is prepared to suffer whatever it takes to bring healing and wholeness to a broken 
world. In other words, he chooses the way of God’s empire or the empire “of the heavens” rather than the brutality of 
the Roman Empire. Jesus demonstrates that he is indeed “of God”. This testing in the wilderness foreshadows later 
events in the gospel such as Peter’s attempt at Caesarea Philippi to deflect Jesus from his mission and the 
bystanders’ challenge in 27:40 to prove he is “son of God” by coming down from the cross.  
 
Most people of faith would agree that being “of God” right now has more than a little to do with the way we relate to 
all of Earth’s human and other-than-human inhabitants, the value we ascribe to Earth’s precious resources, and the 
respect we show for life through our responsible use of those resources. Lent calls us to reject the path of domination 
or greed or status so that, like Jesus, we may truly be “of God”. 
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ....................................... .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 
 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      7.45am……….Men’s Group 
 9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……....PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30……….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday:  9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 1.00pm……Music Planning 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 
7 and 8 March 2020 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 12:1-4 
 2 Timothy 1:8-10 
 Matthew 17:1-9 
  

Thought for the Week 
“We must restore hope to young 
people, help the old, be open to the 
future, spread love. Be poor among the 
poor. We need to include the excluded 

and preach peace.” Pope Francis 
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March 2020  

2 March – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
24 March – Anointing Mass 
30 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year have commenced.  The Book 
for the program is “Grace” and is still available from the Parish 
Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and wish to 
join a group, please contact Michael for details.  The cost for the 
book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commencing Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commencing Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commencing 28 February. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
Over forthcoming weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 
discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the parish 
community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on Saturday nights 
and Sunday morning and will aim to go no longer than 15 to 20 
minutes.  All involved in these ministries are asked to attend.  
Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Readers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 7 and 8 March 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 14 and 15 March 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 4 and 5 April 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  
Saturday and Sunday, 18 and 19 April 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Thomas 
More’s on Tuesday 26th May 2020 at 7.00pm.  First Communion 
will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend of 20 and 21 
June 2020.  The first Parent Meeting for this sacramental program 
is scheduled for Wednesday 18 March 2020 with a choice to 
attend either at 9.00 am or 7.00pm in the Meeting Room in the 
Parish Office.  Children need to have received the Sacrament of 
Penance before joining the sacramental program for Confirmation 
and First Communion.  Also, if anyone would like to join the 
sacramental team for this program, your support would be 
warmly welcomed.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 0407 
804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au. 
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – 21 March 2020: 
Come and enjoy Craic (Gaelic for fun and enjoyment), food and 
drink after 6pm mass Saturday March 21 in the St Thomas More’s 
Parish Hall. Please bring food to share – Irish Stew, Praties 
(sometimes known as Potatoes) and/or dessert. Drinks can be 
purchased on the night. Please come dressed in your finest Irish 
attire, armed with your sense of fun, your best singing voice as 
well as some jokes, stories, poetry – or just Blarney – to suit this 
occasion. Prizes to be distributed by visiting Leprechaun. Any 
assistance to set up at 2 pm on Saturday 21 March would be most 
welcome. Please contact Peter McDonald on 0408 345 022 or by 
email: pmcduck@netspace.net.au for more information. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fellow Parishioners:  For some years I have been responsible for 
organising the Children’s Liturgy ministry at St Thomas More’s 
Parish.  This is a role I have enjoyed very much.  I find however, 
that with parishioners having more and more commitments that 
the role of leader for each Sunday is getting more difficult to fill 
despite there being a very willing and loyal core group of helpers.  
To keep this ministry alive, I need a few more parishioners who 
are willing to take on a leadership role.  This involves preparing 
the lesson (we have a number of resources that are available to 
assist in this process) and working with a “second in the room” 
to present the lesson to the children during the 8.30am mass on 
Sunday morning.  If you think you could help out in this area 
please give me a call on my mobile: 0409389547 or email me: 
jtcabrown1@gmail.com  I am happy for you to “try before you 
buy” i.e. sit in on a session of a Sunday morning to see firsthand 
how things are run.  It is necessary to hold a blue (working with 
children) card – this can be arranged at the parish office if you 
do not already have one.  Please give some serious thought to 
becoming involved in this very worthwhile ministry.  Cheryl 
Brown (for Children’s Liturgy) 
 

St Thomas More’s School Tuckshop needs our help: 
The STM tuckshop is looking for parishioners interested in baking 
for tuckshop.  Recipes are provided. Please contact Tara:  
Tara.Fawcett@twb.catholic.edu.au or through the school office.  
 

Currently on the Parish Notice Board: 
Information about Sychar, House of Prayer and Spirituality; 
Invitation to the Fr John Wallis Memorial Lecture on 8 March; 
Copy of the Diocesan ENEWS; Young Catholics Toowoomba 
Lenten Adoration Invitation for 6 March. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Information – Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage: 
Many separated and divorced people wonder about their status 

within the Catholic Church. They, as well as single men and 
women thinking about marrying a divorced person, wonder about 
the possibility of marrying in the Church. The Church reaches out 
in support of people whose marriage has broken down, while 
upholding the permanence of a true marriage. These two aspects 
of the Church’s position are especially evident in the sensitive 
work of the Tribunal. There are varying situations and anyone 
who wants to clarify their marital status in terms of the law of the 
Catholic Church are welcome to contact Theresa Harvey at the 
Tribunal on 07 4632 7443 or triboff@twb.catholic.org.au 
 

World Day of Prayer: 
Services will be held at Hume Ridge Church of Christ, Hume 
Street, Toowoomba and Northside Church of Christ, 18 Progress 
Court Toowoomba on Friday 6th March at 10am. The service has 
been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe with a theme “Rise! 
Take Your Mat and Walk”.  Please join members of Toowoomba 

churches for the service with refreshments to follow. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Archbishop John Bathersby       
Recently Deceased: Lynette Josephine Merrin (Glenda 
Hutchinson’s sister) 
Anniversaries: Arthur Lobo, Joan Gonsalves, Rev Fr Michael 
Sheehan, Rev Fr Dominic Burke 
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A Word from our Parish Leader 

This weekend marks the 5th anniversary of my commissioning as Parish Leader of the St Thomas More’s Faith Community.  
The five years have gone by quickly and I have learnt lots during my time serving this community.  I give thanks for the privilege 
of serving in this role and I thank you all for your support and assistance along the way.  I also thank you for the witness of 
your lived faith – something that, in so many different ways, has inspired me and helped my own faith to develop and grow 
during the last few years.  We have journeyed through tough times together – for example, the impact of the Royal Commission.  
We have also shared deep grief and sadness as we came to terms last year with the death of Fr Peter Schultz.  There have 
also been the special times such as  celebrating the 25th anniversary of the opening of the current church, as well as honouring 
milestone events like major birthdays and wedding anniversaries.  Many of you have allowed me to walk with you as you have 
grieved a loved one who has died or have faced significant illness – either yourself or in support of someone dear to you.  I 
especially value the opportunities I have had to prepare children to receive the sacraments along with the opportunity to 
prepare a number of adults to be welcomed into the church.  I have received wonderful support during this journey from my 
wife, Vivian, and my family.  I have also been well supported by the Parish Pastoral Council and two Priest Directors – Fr 
Michael O’Brien currently and previously Fr Peter Dorfield.  I am also grateful to work with Donna, Jenny, Veronica, Michael 
and Anthony – the other parish employees who do so much to keep this place functioning so well.  I look forward with positive 
energy and enthusiasm to continuing to serve the community.   With deep thanks to all - Michael.   



Gathering: In these Days of Lenten Journey R Manalo 
 

In these days of Lenten journey,  
we have seen and we have heard 
the call to sew justice in the lives 
of those we serve. 
 
We reach out to those who are homeless, 
To those who live without warmth 
In the coolness of evening we’ll shelter their dreams  
We will clothe them in mercy and peace. 
 
We will call on the spirit of Justice 
And pray for righteousness sake 
We will sing for the freedom of all the oppressed 
We will loosen the bonds of distress. 
Text and music Ricky Manalo, CSP, b. 1965, ©1997, Ricky Manalo CSP.  Published by OCP Publications. All 
rights reserved. Used with permission. under ONE LICENSE #A-640451 

 

Penitential Rite:  
 
Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. M Mangan 
 

Lord, you knew temptation and your need of God 
So we sing to you 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, led by the Spirit you placed your trust in God 
So we sing to you. 
 

Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are our saviour, in you we place our trust. 
So we sing to you. 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
© 1993 LITMUS PUBLICATIONS. All rights reserved. Used with permission. under ONE LICENSE # A-
640451 
 

Psalm:                                                     C.Smith                                                      
Response: Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 

Have mercy on me, God in your kindness. 
In your compassion, blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
And cleanse me from my sin. 
 

My offences truly I know them; 
My sin is always before me. 
Against you, only you, have I sinned  
What is evil in your sight I have done. 
 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
Put a steadfast spirit within me. 
From your presence, do not cast me away, 
Nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 
 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
With a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
O Lord, open my lips 
And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-640451 

 

Verse before the Gospel:    R Zaragoza 

 

All praise, all glory, all blessing to our most high God 
You alone deserve honour and praise, holy, loving God. 
Copyright: OCP: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-640451      
        
The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Be with us, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

Save us Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.   
 

Communion: I Am The Bread Of Life    S Toolan  
 

I am the bread of life 
You who come to me shall not hunger: 
You who believe in me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to me unless the Father beckons. 
  
And I will raise you up, 
And I will raise you up, 
And I will raise you up on the last day. 
 

The bread that I will give 
Is my flesh for the life of the world, 
And you who eat of this bread, 
You shall live forever, you shall live forever. 
 

Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 
And drink of his blood, and drink of his blood, 
You shall not have life within you. 
 

I am the Resurrection.  I am the life. 
You who believe in me, 
Even if you die, you shall live forever. 
 

Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 
The Son of God, 
Who has come into the world 
Tune: © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Based on John 6 and 11; © 1966, 1970, 
1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
640451 
 
  

Thanksgiving:     Silent Reflection 
 
    

Recessional: Return to God                         M Haugen 

 

Return to God with all your heart, 
The source of grace and mercy. 
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God. 
 

Now the time of grace has come, 
The day of salvation;  

Come, learn now the way of our God. 
 

I will take your heart of stone 
And place a heart within you,  
A heart of compassion and love. 
© 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
640451 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved 
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