
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 22 - 23 February, 2020 
 

Readings: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 
 

Today’s gospel is a continuation of the Matthean Jesus’ teaching on the sort of righteousness, the right 
relationship and justice, to which his followers are called in their living of the Law. The Law of Moses included 
a law of retaliation designed to make punishment for wrongdoing to persons or property proportionate to the 
offence (Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:20 and Deuteronomy 19:21). This was quite enlightened legislation at that 
time. In a series of striking images, Jesus invites his followers to go far beyond the strict application of the law 
and to embrace a new way of thinking about and acting towards those who injured them or us.  
 
Relinquishing your right to compensation is one thing. Giving more of your property to one who has stolen from 
you is quite another. Do we take this teaching literally or do we simply embrace the spirit of non-retaliation that 
seems to be at the heart of this teaching? A too-easy amnesty does not always bring justice. Last week’s gospel 
reminded us that there is to be no place for uncontrolled anger or murderous thoughts in our hearts. Both that 
teaching and this seem to be about taking responsibility for how we live. Harbouring anger can have disastrous 
consequences for oneself as well as for others. It tends to become a state of being and skew our capacity for 
right judgement. What happens to us may be beyond our control. What we do with what comes our way is for 
us to decide. Jesus makes it clear that we have choices in the face of life’s struggles. The disciple is called to 
assume personal responsibility and to refuse the way of retaliation. 
 
The final example or antithesis in the list of six that Jesus offers in the Sermon on the Mount is the most 
confronting of all: there are to be no limitations on love. Loving one’s enemies is quite a challenge, on a personal 
as well as a global level. We learn the hard way that we cannot change others. We can only change our attitudes 
and our approaches to those who harm us in any way. Catherine McAuley, the first Sister of Mercy, wrote that 
her sisters “never let the sun go down on their anger”. I used to wonder how they managed that. Over recent 
years I have found that praying quite deliberately for those who give us a hard time or cause us grief is by far 
the most effective way of retaining my own peace of mind and of expelling retaliatory thoughts. For me, it is a 
matter of gently bringing these people to mind, of breathing in the loving kindness or chesed of God that suffuses 
the universe and of breathing it out to them. Such prayer enables me to think of them in kindly ways and act 
towards them without rancour, even when these sentiments are not reciprocated.  
 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ....................................... .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 
 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 5.00pm……....PPC Agenda 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30……….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday: 7.00am…..Mass at St Pat’s 
 9.00am……………….Mass 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 5.30pm…..Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 
29/02 and 01/03/2020 

 

1st Sunday of Lent A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11 
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February/March 2020  

24 February – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
26 February – Ash Wednesday 
2 March – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Ash Wednesday Masses: 
Mass with blessing of ashes will be celebrated at 9 am on 
Wednesday 26 February at St Thomas More’s.  Masses will be 
celebrated at 7 am and 5.30 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral.  
There will be a prayer service with distribution of ashes at the 
school at 10 am on Wednesday. 
 

Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year will commence on dates listed 
below.  The Book for the program is “Grace” and is available from 
the Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 
wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details.  The cost 
for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commencing Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commencing Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commencing 28 February. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes: 
The next round of Planned Giving Envelopes are now available in 
the Church foyer.  (My apologies for forgetting to put them out 
last weekend – Michael) 
 

Project Compassion: 
The launch of Project Compassion is taking place at the 9 am 
Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral this Sunday morning, 23 February.  
Envelopes and boxes are available in the Church foyer from this 
weekend. 
 

St Thomas More’s P&F Welcome BBQ: 
The school welcome BBQ for 2020 is being held this Sunday, 23 
February, from 2 – 5 pm on the bottom oval.  A good opportunity 
to connect with the school community. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fellow Parishioners:  For some years I have been responsible for 
organising the Children’s Liturgy ministry at St Thomas More’s 
Parish.  This is a role I have enjoyed very much.  I find however, 
that with parishioners having more and more commitments that 
the role of leader for each Sunday is getting more difficult to fill 
despite there being a very willing and loyal core group of helpers.  
To keep this ministry alive, I need a few more parishioners who 
are willing to take on a leadership role.  This involves preparing  
the lesson (we have a number of resources that are available to 
assist in this process) and working with a “second in the room” 
to present the lesson to the children during the 8.30am mass on 
Sunday morning.  If you think you could help out in this area 
please give me a call on my mobile: 0409389547 or email me: 
jtcabrown1@gmail.com  I am happy for you to “try before you 
buy” i.e. sit in on a session of a Sunday morning to see firsthand 
how things are run.  It is necessary to hold a blue (working with 
children) card – this can be arranged at the parish office if you 
do not already have one.  Please give some serious thought to 
becoming involved in this very worthwhile ministry.   
Cheryl Brown (for Children’s Liturgy) 
 
 

St Patrick’s Day Party – 21 March 2020: 
Come and enjoy Craic (Gaelic for fun and enjoyment), food and 
drink after 6pm mass Saturday March 21 in the St Thomas More’s 
Parish Hall. Please bring food to share – Irish Stew, Praties 
(sometimes known as Potatoes) and/or dessert. Drinks can be 
purchased on the night. Please come dressed in your finest Irish 
attire, armed with your sense of fun, your best singing voice as 
well as some jokes, stories, poetry – or just Blarney – to suit this 
occasion. Prizes to be distributed by visiting Leprechaun. Any 
assistance to set up at 2 pm on Saturday 21 March would be most 
welcome. Please contact Peter McDonald on 0408 345 022 or by 
email: pmcduck@netspace.net.au for more information. 
 

Currently on the Parish Notice Board: 
Information about Sychar, House of Prayer and Spirituality; 
Invitation to the Fr John Wallis Memorial Lecture on 8 March; 
Copy of the latest Diocesan ENEWS; Young Catholics Toowoomba 
Lenten Adoration Invitation for 6 March. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make your 
needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow up to 
arrange suitable transport. 
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the book 
provided in the foyer and you will be provided with information 
regarding the groups and activities you may wish to be part of.  
If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving Program, please 

contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Information – Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage: 
Many separated and divorced people wonder about their status 
within the Catholic Church. They, as well as single men and 
women thinking about marrying a divorced person, wonder about 
the possibility of marrying in the Church. The Church reaches out 
in support of people whose marriage has broken down, while 
upholding the permanence of a true marriage. These two aspects 
of the Church’s position are especially evident in the sensitive 
work of the Tribunal. There are varying situations and anyone 
who wants to clarify their marital status in terms of the law of the 
Catholic Church are welcome to contact Theresa Harvey at the 
Tribunal on 07 4632 7443 or triboff@twb.catholic.org.au 
 

World Day of Prayer: 
Services will be held at Hume Ridge Church of Christ, Hume 
Street, Toowoomba and Northside Church of Christ, 18 Progress 
Court Toowoomba on Friday 6th March at 10am. The service has 
been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe with a theme “Rise! 
Take Your Mat and Walk”.  World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical 
service held in churches throughout the world on this same day. 
Please join members of Toowoomba churches for the service with 
refreshments to follow. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison, Gwen Jonkers    
Anniversaries: Fiona Darmody, Rev Msgr John Bergin, Rev Fr 
Michael Hayes, Rev Michael Cronin, Rev Fr Henry MacFarlane, Rev 
Brian O’Dwyer,  

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

PLANNED GIVING 

 

40,000

90,000

Year to Date

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

mailto:pmcduck@netspace.net.au
mailto:triboff@twb.catholic.org.au?subject=Tribunal%20Enquiry


‘Have a conversion and believe in the Good News’ 

An Ash Wednesday Homily by Redemptorist Theologian Fr Kevin O’Shea C.Ss.R. 

There are times when the Church invites us, with some urgency, to have a conversion, asks us not to sin 

anymore, that is, to live in virtue and not in sin. Lent is one of those times. It often sounds dramatic, even 

spectacular. It is a special sort of rhetoric. It sounds a bit exaggerated.  

It is the sort of thing you would appropriately say to spectacular sinners: have a spectacular conversion. You 

could ask them, with great energy and drive, to reject murder, and even avoid every occasion of killing. You 

could tell them their sins are a horror, and I suppose if you are talking about murder or robbery or violence to 

the weak, they are. The language of the scriptures, and even of Jesus, as we have it in the bible, sounds like 

that sometimes.  

When ordinary people hear that language, say at the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday, they often decide to 

pull their socks up for Lent, and make a big effort. It usually doesn’t last long – maybe a day or two! Sometimes 

I think the effort has ended by the first Sunday of Lent! We just slip back into being the sort of people we 

always are… We then say we are sorry that we always slip back into our old ways. I want to look at this. 

Maybe there is some sense in it!  

One of the problems is that we are not, in general, great sinners. Our sins are not spectacular, they don’t 

make much of an impression. We are not habitual murderers. Our sins are daily and mediocre. Here, a little 

lack of patience. There, a little lack of generosity. If we were great sinners, we might possibly make a 

spectacular effort at conversion. But our sins are so little, they are often there before we wake up to their 

presence or realize they are classified as ‘sins’. An almost automatic gesture of impatience, a phrase that is 

a little harsh, an outburst that had very little reflection behind it, and we’ve done one of our kind of almost 

involuntary sins again. It is impossible to be rid of those things! Is there any real need to be massively 

ashamed of these little faults? Our actual sins are not like the ones you could have a big conversion from. 

They are just daily frailties. They go with the package that we are. [I think it is also dysfunctional to have 

unceasing examinations of conscience to find out the details…somewhat obsessive too? We make too many 

examens of alleged sins and acts of alleged contrition…] 

We mustn’t dramatize too much when we talk about the sin or sins of the majority of people, and of ourselves. 

Even more, I think we could say that these little failings can even be amusing, interesting, and in a way …. 

satisfying! Even if they ‘worry’ us at times, they can actually be used as occasions when we know we need 

God around a whole lot. They end up drawing us along on the way to a God who gets a bit of amusement 

out of them….  

But it is not exactly right to say that the point of conversion or penance is a rejection of sin. If or when we 

have a conversion, we don’t (just) turn away from sin. There’s more to it. We turn to God. If conversion was 

an important concept for Jesus, it is not because sin seemed to him to be so heavy and horrible (or important). 

Don’t forget that he was quite content to be with (largely unconverted) sinners. The importance of conversion 

comes from our need to wake up to the beauty of God. To look in a different direction, there must be 

something more attractive, a better good, that draws us that way. For Jesus, it is God who is the most 

attractive ‘thing’ in the world. It is God who draws us in the direction of a deeper Beauty, it is God who satisfies 

our deepest and strongest desires for something lovely in our lives. When Jesus talks about conversion, he 

means conversion towards the Beauty that God is. He does not condemn sin, he does not condemn sinners, 

he offers them something better, more attractive, more satisfying than just being ‘morally right’. It is why he 

says: ‘Believe in the good news of the kingdom of God’. You can want to be morally right, and I hope you 

are, but I don’t think you ‘believe in it’ with all the love that’s in you. There’s more in you than that. It is only 

because there is good news, news that there’s something better and lovelier and more beautiful than all that, 

that it is worth the trouble of having a conversion.  

The purpose of conversion is not a rejection of anything. A simple rejection would leave us without anything 

at all. Lent is not giving up anything. The purpose of it is rather to see Beauty. To see the attractive Beauty 

of God. In everything, without excluding any bit of it. That is important, because God is our destiny, sin isn’t. 

We were not made for sin. We were made for God. Turn to God. In everything. 

(The above homily is sourced from the website of the Redemptorists of the Province of Oceania – Australia, New 

Zealand and Samoa) 



Send Down the Fire                                            M Haugen 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 
Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to be your compassion, 
Teach us the song of your love; 
Give us hearts that sing, 
Give us deeds that ring. 
Make us ring with the song of your love. 
 

Call us to learn of your mercy, 
Teach us the way of your peace; 
Give us hearts that feel, 
Give us hands that heal. 
Make us walk in the way of your peace. 
© 1989, GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:        
Response:  The Lord is kind and merciful. C Smith 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
All my being bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
And never forget his blessings. 
 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
Who heals every one of your ills, 
Who redeems your life from the grave, 
Who crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
Slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
Nor repay us according to our faults. 
 
As far as the east is from the west 
So far does he remove our sins 
As a father has compassion on his children, 
The Lord has pity on those who fear him. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God, show us your mercy and love. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     
 
 
 

Communion:  Will You Love Me?                       B Boniwell 

Will you give me your life forever? 
Will you carry my cross every day? 
Will you walk in the light of my presence? 
Will you follow the truth of my ways? 
 

Will you love me as I have loved you? 
Will you live with me the darkness as I die? 
For the moon and the stars will be gone like the night, 
And the sun will be shining on you.        
 

Like the purest of gold in the furnace, 
Is your love strong enough to endure? 
Does your faith carry on through the shadows? 
Does it shine in the night for the world?    
 

Can you walk in the footprints of silence 
Through the wilderness sands in the sun, 
From the desert of doubt and temptation, 
To the glorious mountain of fire?        
©1978: B Boniwell. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Thanksgiving: Prayer of St. Francis:     S Temple 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord. 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light, 
And where there’s sadness ever joy. 
 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive, 
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
© 1968, OCP Publications: All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e      
         

Recessional: Send Down the Fire                          M Haugen 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 
Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to answer oppression, teach us the fire of your truth; 
Give us righteous souls, ‘Til your justice rolls. 
Make us burn with the fire of your love. 
 

Call us to witness your kingdom, give us the presence of Christ; 
May your holy light, keep us shining bright. 
Ever shine with the presence of Christ. 
© 1989, GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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