
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 15 - 16 February, 2020 
 

Readings: Sirach 15:15-20; 1 Corinthians 2:6-10; Matthew 5:17-37 
 

We sometimes forget that Jesus was a faithful Jew who observed the Law handed down within Israel from generation 
to generation. Today’s gospel is from Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus, the faithful Jewish teacher, 
addresses his Jewish disciples and the Jewish crowds who gather to hear his words.  
 

The mission of Jesus is to fulfill the law (“I have come to…”), not to do away with it, and fulfilling the law is a question 
of “righteousness”. The Greek term for righteousness, dikaiosunē, translates both the Hebrew sedeqah meaning 
“right relationship” and mishpat meaning “justice”. The righteousness of the official teachers of the Law, the scribes 
and Pharisees, their manner of relating to others and their notions of justice, are judged to be quite inadequate for 
those who are part of God’s reign, the kin-dom “of heaven” in Matthew’s terminology. The righteousness of Jesus’ 
followers is to “exceed” such minimalist interpretations and expressions of the Law. 
 

Jesus, authentic teacher and interpreter of the Law, offers six examples of the righteousness that “fulfils” the Law. 
Four of these examples are included in today’s reading. What was heard “of old” is contrasted with what Jesus wants 
to say to his hearers. In the first instance, they all know that the Law forbids murder. They may not have considered 
the connection between unrestrained anger or murderous thoughts and murder itself. In a series of cascading 
sentences, Jesus presents a charter for reconciliation and forgiveness. He reminds his audience that true worship 
demands a forgiving heart expressed in action. He includes a fairly pragmatic reason for settling out of court: you 
may actually find yourself in prison. There may be an implicit criticism here of the increasingly punitive legal system 
of the time, a reminder to us of the futility of incarceration for minor crimes. 
 

The second example puts “lustful looking” on a par with adultery. In an age of easy access to internet pornography, 
this example has a particular resonance: any form of sexual depravity is destructive of right relationship. The third 
example on divorce is complicated by the exceptive clause, “except in the case of porneia”. Porneia referred to any 
illicit sexual activity. Here it probably means marriages within degrees of kinship prohibited by Jews but not prohibited 
by Gentiles.  The question seems to have arisen as to whether couples in such unions could stay together on 
becoming Christian. While Jesus presents the ideal (no divorce), we have to put this teaching into a broader context. 
Writing to the people of Corinth on this subject, Paul allows for exceptions, since “God has called us to peace”. The 
fourth example is about swearing on oath.  Righteousness calls for honesty and transparency in everyday dealings. 
If the words we use are congruent with the intentions of our heart, we should not have to invoke God as a witness to 
the veracity of our claims.   

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ......................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ........................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ....................................... .Kristin Byrne 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 
 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30……….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 7.00pm….….School Board 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 

Thursday 10.30am...Emmaus Prayer 
 7.00pm…….Social Justice 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 

22 and 23 February 
 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
 Matthew 5:38-48 
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February 2020  

18 February – School Board Meeting 
20 February – Social Justice Meeting 
24 February – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
26 February – Ash Wednesday 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Ash Wednesday Masses: 
Mass with blessing of ashes will be celebrated at 9 am on 
Wednesday 26 February at St Thomas More’s.  Masses will be 
celebrated at 7 am and 5.30 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 

Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year will commence on dates listed 
below.  The Book for the program is “Grace” and is available from 
the Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 
wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details.  The cost 
for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commencing Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commencing Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commencing 28 February. 
 

Bushfire Appeal: 
Following our Bushfire Appeal over the Australia Day weekend we 
have now sent $3,501.15 as our donation for the appeal. Sincere 
thanks to all for your very generous donations.  We hope that this 
will help families who have lost so much. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Updating your will? 

Have you ever considered a Bequest to St Thomas More’s 
Parish? 
The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 
and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 
 

Invitation to visit Sychar (House of Prayer and 
Spirituality): 
Sr Elaine has invited members of our Parish Community to visit 
Sychar House (House of Prayer and Spirituality) at 69 Margaret 
Street on Tuesday 18 February at 9.30 am.  It will be an 
opportunity to explore what is available, to chat to the librarians 
who will be present and to share morning tea together in a 
relaxed atmosphere.  You can find more information about Sychar 
on the diocesan website under ministries 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ministry/sychar/ 
 

Baptisms: 
This Sunday we welcome into our Church Community Andrew 
Jonathan Lewis Collingwood son of Scott and Ellen 
Collingwood. 
 

Opening Mass for the School Year: 
Mass will be celebrated on Monday February 17 at 9.30 am in the 
Sports Centre.  It will also include a celebration and induction of 
school leaders for 2020. Family, friends and members of the 
parish community are most welcome to attend.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fellow Parishioners:  For some years I have been responsible for 
organising the Children’s Liturgy ministry at St Thomas More’s 
Parish.  This is a role I have enjoyed very much.  I find however, 
that with parishioners having more and more commitments that 
the role of leader for each Sunday is getting more difficult to fill 
despite there being a very willing and loyal core group of helpers.  
To keep this ministry alive, I need a few more parishioners who 
are willing to take on a leadership role.  This involves preparing 
the lesson (we have a number of resources that are available to 
assist in this process) and working with a “second in the room” 
to present the lesson to the children during the 8.30am mass on 
Sunday morning.  If you think you could help out in this area 
please give me a call on my mobile: 0409389547 or email me: 
jtcabrown1@gmail.com  I am happy for you to “try before you 
buy” i.e. sit in on a session of a Sunday morning to see firsthand 
how things are run.  It is necessary to hold a blue (working with 
children) card – this can be arranged at the parish office if you 
do not already have one.  Please give some serious thought to 
becoming involved in this very worthwhile ministry.  Cheryl 
Brown (for Children’s Liturgy) 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Weekly Prayer Groups:  
Date: Starting from first week in February 2020 
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Check out the weekly schedule on the Noticeboard in the Church 
Foyer for different prayer groups running at Sychar.  See Flyer 
on Noticeboard in Church Foyer 
 

Facilitated Group Reflection:  
(The Universal Christ, by Richard Rohr) 
Date: 8 sessions between Thursday 27 February and 30 April 
(includes a two-week break). 
Time: 9:00am for a 9:30am start - 3:30pm 
RSVP: 13/2/20, sychar@twb.catholic.org.au or phone 07 
46130933  
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Come join in a prayerful discussion on a chapter by chapter basis 
of "The Universal Christ". See flyer on Church noticeboard for 
details. 
 

World Day of Prayer: 
Services will be held at Hume Ridge Church of Christ, Hume 
Street, Toowoomba and Northside Church of Christ, 18 Progress 
Court Toowoomba on Friday 6th March at 10am. The service has 
been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe with a theme “Rise! 
Take Your Mat and Walk”.  World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical 
service held in churches throughout the world on this same day. 
Please join members of Toowoomba churches for the service with 
refreshments to follow. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, Brian 
Swords, Jean Denison 
Anniversaries:  Josephine Whittaker, Rev James Byrne DD, 
Bernie O’Keeffe 
Recently Deceased: Bev Walls, Ray Thompson 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
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This week Pope Francis released his apostolic exhortation, Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazon), which 
follows last October’s Synod of Bishops on the Amazon.  The media release below was issued by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. 
 

 



All the Ends of The Earth                       R Dufford 
 

All the ends of the earth 
All you creatures of the sea, 
Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord, 
For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea, 
Has come with justice for the world. 
 

Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
The wonders God has done in every age.   
 

Heaven and earth shall rejoice in God’s might; 
Every heart every nation call him Lord. 
© 1981 Robert J Dufford, SJ & New Dawn Music. 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:       C Smith  
Response:  Happy are they who follow the law of the 
Lord. 
 

They are happy whose life is blameless, 
Who follow in God’s law! 
They are happy who do his will, 

Seeking him with all their hearts. 
 

You have laid down your precepts 
To be obeyed with care. 
May my footsteps be firm 
To obey your statutes. 
 

Bless your servant and I shall live 
And I will ever obey your word. 
Open my eyes that I may consider 
The wonders of your law. 
 

Teach me the demands of your statutes 
And I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
And to keep it with all my heart.                      
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  

on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Give us hearts of love, O God. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion:  May We Come to Know the Lord  D.R. Gagnon 
 

In the bread may we be broken. 
In the cup may we be outpoured. 
ay we come to know the healer, 
May we come to know the Lord. 
 

Though many are we,  
We are one in the Lord. 
We are all welcome to his table of new life. 
 

We come to the table  
To remember the Lord, 
Who gave his life that we might live forevermore. 
 

In breaking the bread, 
In sharing the cup, 
May we be filled as we come to know the Lord. 
© 1988, OCP Publications: All rights reserved.  
 Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Thanksgiving: The Summons      JL Bell 

 

Will you come and follow me  
If I but call your name. 

Will you go where you don’t know  

And never be the same. 
Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true  
When you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you  
And never be the same, 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
© 1987, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland. 

 All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
         

Recessional: Song of God’s People                   M Browne 
 

Let the trumpet sound,  
Let the music play,  
Let the song of God’s people be heard, 
And let the praise of God resound 

Throughout heaven and earth. 
 

People of God sing out your praise, 
Sing of the glory of our God, 
Lift up your voice and let your praise be heard. 
 

In you, O God, we place our trust. 
Your love and kindness, you lavish on us, 
We celebrate your life in us, O God.          
Tune: © 1991, Monica Brown.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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