
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au

Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A: 8 – 9 February, 2020 
 

Readings: Isaiah 58:7-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16 
 

In today’s gospel, Jesus addresses two short parables to his disciples in the presence of the crowds. The crowds as 
well as the disciples hear what he has to say. Parables were intended to tease their hearers, inviting them to see 
things differently or from a new perspective, to see themselves in a new light. One of the difficulties for us is that 
Jesus told these parables in early first century Palestine with its particular symbol system, while we hear them through 
the multiple layers of our own twenty-first century contexts and symbol systems.  “Salt” and “light” have slightly 
different resonances in different contexts, as do “earth” and “world”. Exploring those resonances or nuances can 
bring us to a deeper appreciation of the text.  
 
This short reflection allows for a focus only on “the salt of the earth” parable or metaphor. For Jesus’ Palestinian 
audience, salt was used to preserve and to season food. It also functioned as a cleansing or purifying agent. It could 
only lose its savour if contaminated by additives. We can resonate with all of that. For some of the Jewish rabbis, salt 
signified wisdom: a “salted” disciple was a “wise” disciple. In some parts of the ancient world, as in Pakistan today, 
salt was used in dyeing processes as a way of intensifying as well as preserving the colour of fabrics. Many 
Westerners are not aware of this practice. These days we are rightly concerned about high levels of salinity in 
overworked soil. That was certainly not so for first-century Palestinians.  
 
When we declare someone to be “the salt of the earth”, we are generally referring to the sheer goodness of the 
person in question, her/his down to earth reliability, lack of pretentiousness and practical wisdom. To be salt of the 
earth is to season the earth community, to intensify its beauty, to be wise in one’s judgments, to be just and 
compassionate in all of one’s dealings. This parable, with its multi-layered symbolism, certainly teases the mind. 
 
In the original Greek, the emphasis is on the first word in the sentence. Jesus is telling his hearers, disciples and 
crowds, that they are the salt of the earth. They do not have to become the salt of the earth; they are the salt of the 
earth. In short, he is affirming their worth. In its literary context, that assertion contrasts Jesus’ followers with those 
who might persecute them. It affirms their capacity to stand strong in the face of opposition, “for the sake of justice”. 
If they allow themselves to be overwhelmed or allow their commitment to be shaken, then the “salt” will be 
contaminated and the “earth” cannot be seasoned.  As we reflect on the diverse metaphorical applications of salt and 
earth, we might take a moment to give thanks to God for the gift of the material realities that underlie these powerful 
metaphors.  

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
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Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 2.00pm..Care and Concern 
 3.00pm..Consolation Team 
 7.00pm.Finance Committee 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30……….Faith Education 
 2.00pm….….Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 

  

Next Sunday 
15 and 16 February 

 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Sirach 15:15-20 
 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
 Matthew 5:17-37 
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February 2020  

10 February – Care and Concern/Consolation Meeting 
10 February – Finance Committee Meeting 
18 February – School Board Meeting 
20 February – Social Justice Meeting 
24 February – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
26 February – Ash Wednesday 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Welcome Back Father Hal: 
We are delighted to welcome you back to St Thomas More’s, you 
have been greatly missed by all. We are all looking forward to 
catching up. 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses: 
Mass with blessing of ashes will be celebrated at 9 am on 
Wednesday 26 February at St Thomas More’s.  Masses will be 
celebrated at 7 am and 5.30 pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 

Bushfire Appeal: 
Thanks to all for your very generous donations.  There could be 
more donations yet to come in so the final figure is not available 
yet. 
 

Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program 2020:  
The Lenten Programs for this year will commence on dates listed 
below.  The Book for the program is “Grace” and is available from 
the Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 
wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details.  The cost 
for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 

commencing Tuesday 25 February. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham – 
commencing Wednesday 26 February. 
Thursday: 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – 
Emmaus Group commencing Thursday 27 February. 
Friday: 9.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room – Madonna 
Wills commencing 28 February. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers: 
Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society, on behalf of those in 
need within our community, express our gratitude for your 
outstanding generosity towards the Christmas Hampers.  The 
beneficiaries of your love and kindness were often reduced to 
tears.  John Doherty 
 

Invitation to visit Sychar (House of Prayer and 
Spirituality): 
Sr Elaine has invited members of our Parish Community to visit 
Sychar House (House of Prayer and Spirituality) at 69 Margaret 
Street on Tuesday 18 February at 9.30 am.  It will be an 
opportunity to explore what is available, to chat to the librarians 
who will be present and to share morning tea together in a 
relaxed atmosphere.  You can find more information about Sychar 
on the diocesan website under ministries 
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/ministry/sychar/ 
 

Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fellow Parishioners:  For some years I have been responsible for 
organising the Children’s Liturgy ministry at St Thomas More’s 
Parish.  This is a role I have enjoyed very much.  I find however, 
that with parishioners having more and more commitments that 
the role of leader for each Sunday is getting more difficult to fill 
despite there being a very willing and loyal core group of helpers.  
To keep this ministry alive, I need a few more parishioners who 
are willing to take on a leadership role.  This involves preparing 
the lesson (we have a number of resources that are available to 
assist in this process) and working with a “second in the room” 
to present the lesson to the children during the 8.30am mass on 
Sunday morning.  If you think you could help out in this area 
please give me a call on my mobile: 0409389547 or email me: 
jtcabrown1@gmail.com  I am happy for you to “try before you 
buy” i.e. sit in on a session of a Sunday morning to see firsthand 
how things are run.  It is necessary to hold a blue (working with 
children) card – this can be arranged at the parish office if you 
do not already have one.  Please give some serious thought to 
becoming involved in this very worthwhile ministry.  Cheryl 
Brown (for Children’s Liturgy) 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
On Monday 11th February, Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, healing 
Mass and individual blessing of Blessed Sacrament.  Bus departs 
Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings 
contact Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Next Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
RELICS of ST. TERESA on Saturday 15th February.  Bus departs 
Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings or 
further information, contact Theresa on 0434 528 904.  
 

Weekly Prayer Groups:  
Date: Starting from first week in February 2020 
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Check out the weekly schedule on the Noticeboard in the Church 
Foyer for different prayer groups running at Sychar.  See Flyer 
on Noticeboard in Church Foyer 
 

Facilitated Group Reflection:  
(The Universal Christ, by Richard Rohr) 
Date: 8 sessions between Thursday 27 February and 30 April 
(includes a two-week break). 
Time: 9:00am for a 9:30am start - 3:30pm 

RSVP: 13/2/20, sychar@twb.catholic.org.au or phone 07 
46130933  
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Come join in a prayerful discussion on a chapter by chapter basis 
of "The Universal Christ". See flyer on Church noticeboard for 
details. 
 

The Journey Catholic Radio Program airs 9 February 
As always, these notices are one week in advance. 
On the first show back for the Journey in 2020 we have a stellar 
line-up for you, including Trish McCarthy with a wonderful piece 
called Rest and Mother Hilda Scott with another sensation 
Godspot. Go to WWW.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au and to 
ensure that you never miss a show it can be sent to you each 
week as a podcast via email – for free. If you love the show, let 
your local radio station know that you’d like to hear it broadcast 
locally each week. 
 

World Day of Prayer: 
Services will be held at Hume Ridge Church of Christ, Hume 
Street, Toowoomba and Northside Church of Christ, 18 Progress 
Court Toowoomba on Friday 6th March at 10am. The service has 
been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe with a theme “Rise! 
Take Your Mat and Walk”.  World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical 
service held in churches throughout the world on this same day. 
Please join members of Toowoomba churches for the service with 
refreshments to follow. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls,  Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, 
Brian Swords. 
Anniversaries:  Josephine Whittaker, Rev James Byrne DD;  
Recently Deceased: Bev Walls 
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Message of Pope Francis for the 28th World Day of the Sick – 11th February 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

1.  Jesus’ words, “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28) point to the mysterious 
path of grace that is revealed to the simple and gives new strength to those who are weary and tired.  These words of Christ 
express the solidarity of the Son of Man with all those who are hurt and afflicted.  How many people suffer in both body and 
soul!  Jesus urges everyone to draw near to him – “Come to me!” – and he promises them comfort and repose.  “When Jesus 
says this, he has before him the people he meets every day on the streets of Galilee: very many simple people, the poor, the 
sick, sinners, those who are marginalized by the burden of the law and the oppressive social system...  These people 
always followed him to hear his word, a word that gave hope!  Jesus’ words always give hope!” (Angelus, 6 July 2014).  

 On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, Jesus repeats these words to the sick, the oppressed, and the poor.  For they realize 
that they depend entirely on God and, beneath the burden of their trials, stand in need of his healing.  Jesus does not make 
demands of those who endure situations of frailty, suffering and weakness, but offers his mercy and his comforting presence.  
He looks upon a wounded humanity with eyes that gaze into the heart of each person.  That gaze is not one of indifference; 
rather, it embraces people in their entirety, each person in his or her health condition, discarding no one, but rather inviting 
everyone to share in his life and to experience his tender love.   

2.  Why does Jesus have these feelings?  Because he himself became frail, endured human suffering and received comfort 
from his Father.  Indeed, only those who personally experience suffering are then able to comfort others.  There are so many 
kinds of grave suffering: incurable and chronic diseases, psychological diseases, situations calling for rehabilitation or palliative 
care, numerous forms of disability, children’s or geriatric diseases…  At times human warmth is lacking in our approach to 
these.  What is needed is a personalized approach to the sick, not just of curing but also of caring, in view of an integral 
human healing.  In experiencing illness, individuals not only feel threatened in their physical integrity, but also in the relational, 
intellectual, affective and spiritual dimensions of their lives.  For this reason, in addition to therapy and support, they expect 
care and attention.  In a word, love.  At the side of every sick person, there is also a family, which itself suffers and is in need 
of support and comfort.  

3. Dear brothers and sisters who are ill, your sickness makes you in a particular way one of those “who labour and are 
burdened”, and thus attract the eyes and heart of Jesus.  In him, you will find light to brighten your darkest moments and hope 
to soothe your distress.  He urges you: “Come to me”.  In him, you will find strength to face all the worries and questions that 
assail you during this “dark night” of body and soul.  Christ did not give us prescriptions, but through his passion, death and 
resurrection he frees us from the grip of evil.   

 In your experience of illness, you certainly need a place to find rest. The Church desires to become more and more the 
“inn” of the Good Samaritan who is Christ (cf. Lk 10:34), that is, a home where you can encounter his grace, which finds 
expression in closeness, acceptance and relief.  In this home, you can meet people who, healed in their frailty by God’s mercy, 
will help you bear your cross and enable your suffering to give you a new perspective.  You will be able to look beyond your 
illness to a greater horizon of new light and fresh strength for your lives.    

 A key role in this effort to offer rest and renewal to our sick brothers and sisters is played by healthcare workers: physicians, 
nurses, medical and administrative professionals, assistants and volunteers.  Thanks to their expertise, they can make patients 
feel the presence of Christ who consoles and cares for the sick, and heals every hurt.  Yet they too are men and women with 
their own frailties and even illnesses.  They show how true it is that “once Christ’s comfort and rest is received, we are called 
in turn to become rest and comfort for our brothers and sisters, with a docile and humble attitude in imitation of the Teacher” 
(Angelus, 6 July 2014).  

4.  Dear healthcare professionals, let us always remember that diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic treatments, research, 
care and rehabilitation are always in the service of the sick person; indeed the noun “person” takes priority over the adjective 
“sick”.  In your work, may you always strive to promote the dignity and life of each person, and reject any compromise in the 
direction of euthanasia, assisted suicide or suppression of life, even in the case of terminal illness.    

 When confronted with the limitations and even failures of medical science before increasingly problematic clinical cases 
and bleak diagnoses, you are called to be open to the transcendent dimension of your profession that reveals its ultimate 
meaning.  Let us remember that life is sacred and belongs to God; hence it is inviolable and no one can claim the right to 
dispose of it freely (cf. Donum Vitae, 5; Evangelium Vitae, 29-53).  Life must be welcomed, protected, respected and served 
from its beginning to its end: both human reason and faith in God, the author of life, require this.  In some cases, conscientious 
objection becomes a necessary decision if you are to be consistent with your “yes” to life and to the human person.  Your 
professionalism, sustained by Christian charity, will be the best service you can offer for the safeguarding of the truest human 
right, the right to life.  When you can no longer provide a cure, you will still be able to provide care and healing, through 
gestures and procedures that give comfort and relief to the sick.   

 Tragically, in some contexts of war and violent conflict, healthcare professionals and the facilities that receive and assist 
the sick are attacked.  In some areas, too, political authorities attempt to manipulate medical care for their own advantage, 
thus restricting the medical profession’s legitimate autonomy.  Yet attacking those who devote themselves to the service of 
the suffering members of society does not serve the interests of anyone. 

5.  On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, I think of our many brothers and sisters throughout the world who have no access to 
medical care because they live in poverty.  For this reason, I urge healthcare institutions and government leaders throughout 
the world not to neglect social justice out of a preoccupation for financial concerns.  It is my hope that, by joining the principles 
of solidarity and subsidiarity, efforts will be made to cooperate in ensuring that everyone has access to suitable treatments for 
preserving and restoring their health.  I offer heartfelt thanks to all those volunteers who serve the sick, often compensating 
for structural shortcomings, while reflecting the image of Christ, the Good Samaritan, by their acts of tender love and closeness. 

 To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all those who bear the burden of illness, along with their families 
and all healthcare workers.  With the assurance of a remembrance in my prayers, I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.  

From the Vatican, 3 January 2020                       Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus                                    FRANCIS 



Gathering: Bring Forth the Kingdom:        M Haugen 
 

CANTOR: You are salt for the earth, O people; 
ALL:  Salt for the Kingdom of God! 
CANTOR: Share the flavour of life, O people: 
ALL:  Life in the Kingdom of God. 
 

Refrain: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 
  Bring forth the City of God. 
 

CANTOR: You are a light on the hill, O people: 
ALL:  Light for the City of God! 
CANTOR: Shine so holy and bright, O people: 
ALL:  Shine for the Kingdom of God! 
©1986, GIA Publications, Inc Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; tr. 1986, 2007, GIA Publications, Inc  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                        C Smith 
 

Response:  A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 
 

They are a light in the darkness for the upright. 
They are generous, merciful and just. 
Good people take pity and lend, 
They conduct their affairs with honour. 
 

The just will never waver: 
They will be remembered for ever. 
They have no fear of evil news; 
With firm hearts they trust in the Lord. 
 

With steadfast hearts they will not fear; 
Open-handed, they give to the poor; 
Their justice stands firm forever. 
Their heads will be raised in glory. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
May your light shine in us, O God. 
 

 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

Communion:  Christ Be Our Light   B Farrell 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness,    
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people,    
Light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 
 

Longing for shelter, people are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone. 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.    
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Thanksgiving: Micah’s Theme               Anne Kelly IBVM 
 

Hear then what God asks of you: 
To live justly, to love tenderly, 
And to walk humbly with your God. 

 

I have come that you may have life and have it to the full. 
 

Father, your kingdom come, may your will be done. 
 

I am with you always, till the end of time. 
© 1994 Anne Kelly,   All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
         

Recessional: Bring Forth the Kingdom M Haugen 
 

CANTOR: You are a seed of the Word, O people: 
ALL:  Bring forth the Kingdom of God! 
CANTOR: Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 

ALL:  Grow in the Kingdom of God! 
 
Refrain: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 
  Bring forth the City of God. 
 

CANTOR: We are a blest and a pilgrim people: 
ALL:  Bound for the Kingdom of God! 
CANTOR: Love our journey and love our homeland: 
ALL:  Love is the Kingdom of God! 
©1986, GIA Publications, Inc Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; tr. 1986, 2007, GIA Publications, Inc  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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