
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: 1 – 2 February, 2020 
 

Readings: Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 
 

For most of its history today's feast was a dual observation. The Purification of Mary accompanied the Presentation of the 
Child Jesus in the Temple. 
It's not that long ago that western cultures had ceremonies to ‘purify’ women after childbirth. These rituals have their roots 
in some appalling thinking about how the flow of women's blood defiles them and those who touched them. Maybe the only 
modern reclamation we could make of these rites would be to understand them as purification of the memory. After the 
selflessness of a pregnancy and the great pain of childbirth, a mother could use such a ritual moment to reclaim her body. 
In any case, it is right and good that we no longer overly emphasise this side of today's feast. 
The Presentation of Jesus is easier to handle and to understand. Jewish law stipulated that within forty days of a child's 
birth the parents should present their baby in the temple as an act of thanksgiving. In the Bible the number forty always 
indicates a time of formation. So forty days after Christmas the Church has today's celebration. As Luke describes the 
scene Simeon and Anna represent the Old Covenant. He embodies all those who longed to see the Christ. She embodies 
all those who prophesied his coming. In a few sentences Luke tells us that just as the Israelites entered the Promised Land 
after forty years in the desert, so now the time of waiting, searching and hoping is over. Israel can receive the promised 
Messiah. The old covenant has been fulfilled and the new covenant is established in Jesus. 
The word ‘presentation’ is used in two revealing ways these days. In psychology they talk about a ‘presenting problem’. In 
medicine people are said to ‘present’ with certain symptoms. In both cases, the word presentation is used to indicate that 
something more important lies beneath what is first observed. Further investigation reveals the deeper causes and the best 
course of action. 
So to us. We present ourselves in the temple today and it's important we remember that we do have to put on a show for 
God. God does not need a performance from us; God invites us to an encounter of love. Seeing that God knows us 
intimately it's crazy that we should be anything but ourselves before him. But we sometimes go through the pretence of 
dressing things up, pretending otherwise or putting on a show. 
Today's feast reminds us that when we encounter the presence of God a range of responses are on display. Just recall the 
ones in today's Gospel: expectation, hope, frailty, thanksgiving, foreboding, puzzlement, love and joy. 
May Jesus' presentation enable us to let pass in peace any need to act before God, but rather embrace a new way of 
encountering God's presence, where we own just how we are, and not how we would like to be. When we do this we can 
enjoy the possibilities of a rich, deep and realistic relationship with God. We also find that it's so much easier to discover, 
with God, the causes and the actions that will lead us to healing, fulfilment and peace. 

(Homily by Fr Richard Leonard SJ for the Feast of the Presentation - © Richard Leonard SJ.  Sourced from the online resource service LiturgyHelp) 
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Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 9.00am……...Men’s Group 
 7.00pm….….PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P    

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     9.30……….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 12.30…Music Planning 
 

Thursday 10.30am…Emmaus Prayer 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
     9.00am…Parish Playgroup 
  

Next Sunday 
8 and 9 February 

 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 58:7-10 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 Matthew 5:13-16 
  
  
 



 

 

February 2020  
3 February – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
10 February – Care and Concern/Consolation Meeting 
10 February – Finance Committee Meeting 
11 February – School Board Meeting 
20 February – Social Justice Meeting 
24 February – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
26 February – Ash Wednesday 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Welcome Back Father Hal: 
We are delighted to welcome you back to St Thomas More’s, you 
have been greatly missed by all. We are all looking forward to 
catching up. 
 

Candlemas Sunday: 
This weekend we celebrate the ‘Presentation of the Lord’ also 
known as Candlemas Sunday.  There are Tealite Candles which 
have been blessed in the Church Foyer.  Pleaes take one and light 
it in your homes to celebrate this day. 
 

Bushfire Appeal: 
Thanks to all for your very generous donations.  There could be 
more donations come in during the week so the final figure is not 
available yet. 
 

Little Black Books: 
Little Black Books for Lent are now available in the Church Foyer.   
The cost of the book is $5.00. 
 

Lenten Program ‘Grace’ 2020: -  
This year the Lenten Program is titled ‘Grace’.  The books and 
CD’s have arrived and are available from the Parish Office.  Books 
are $8.00 each and the book and CD is $14.00. Please collect and 
pay at Parish Office. 
 

Children’s Liturgy:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fellow Parishioners:  For some years I have been responsible for 
organising the Children’s Liturgy ministry at St Thomas More’s 
Parish.  This is a role I have enjoyed very much.  I find however, 
that with parishioners having more and more commitments that 
the role of leader for each Sunday is getting more difficult to fill 
despite there being a very willing and loyal core group of helpers.  
To keep this ministry alive, I need a few more parishioners who 
are willing to take on a leadership role.  This involves preparing 
the lesson (we have a number of resources that are available to 
assist in this process) and working with a “second in the room” 
to present the lesson to the children during the 8.30am mass on 
Sunday morning.  If you think you could help out in this area 
please give me a call on my mobile: 0409389547 or email me: 
jtcabrown1@gmail.com  I am happy for you to “try before you 
buy” i.e. sit in on a session of a Sunday morning to see firsthand 
how things are run.  It is necessary to hold a blue (working with 
children) card – this can be arranged at the parish office if you 
do not already have one.  Please give some serious thought to 
becoming involved in this very worthwhile ministry.  Cheryl 
Brown (for Children’s Liturgy) 
 

Containers for Change: 
If you happen to be taking containers to be recycled at one of the 
Containers for Change sites around town and you are wondering 
what to do with the proceeds, we now have a number which you 
can put into the machine and the funds will come to the Parish 
account.  There are also recycling bins at the rear of the hall that 
are available to drop off cans and bottles. The number is: 
C10147818. 
 

Baptism: 
This weekend we welcome into our Church Community Charles 
Mahiku Ellis son of Jason Ellis and Constance Amito and Harriet 
Victoria Currey daughter of John and Clare Currey. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
On Monday 11th February, Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, healing 
mass and individual blessing of Blessed Sacrament.  Bus departs 
Neil St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings 
contact Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904. 
 

Next Bus Trip to Marian Valley:  
RELICS ST. TERESA on Saturday 15th February.  Bus departs Neil 
St. outside Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings or 
further information, contact Theresa on 0434 528 904. 
 

 
Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to find.  
South Street Newsagency now has a new range of beautiful gifts 
available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion and other religious gifts for all occasions including 
statues, crosses and candles. 
 

Weekly Prayer Groups:  
Date: Starting from first week in February 2020 
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Check out the weekly schedule on the Noticeboard in the Church 
Foyer for different prayer groups running at Sychar.  See Flyer 
on Noticeboard in Church Foyer 
 
Facilitated Group Reflection:  
(The Universal Christ, by Richard Rohr) 
Date: 8 sessions between Thursday 27 February and 30 April 
(includes a two-week break). 
Time: 9:00am for a 9:30am start - 3:30pm 
RSVP: 13/2/20, sychar@twb.catholic.org.au or phone 07 
46130933  
Venue: Sychar, 69 Margaret St Toowoomba 
Come join in a prayerful discussion on a chapter by chapter basis 
of "The Universal Christ". See flyer on Church noticeboard for 
details. 
 

The Journey Catholic Radio Program airs 9 February 
As always, these notices are one week in advance. 
On the first show back for the Journey in 2020 we have a stellar 
line-up for you, including Trish McCarthy with a wonderful piece 
called Rest and Mother Hilda Scott with another sensation 
Godspot. Go to WWW.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au and to 
ensure that you never miss a show it can be sent to you each 
week as a podcast via email – for free. If you love the show, let 
your local radio station know that you’d like to hear it broadcast 
locally each week. 
 

Cent Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding a Cent Sale 
as their first fundraiser of the year.  It will be held at ALL 
SEASONS FUNCTION HALL, cnr North and Tor Streets 
Toowoomba on SATURDAY FEBRURARY 8.  Doors will open at 
12.30pm for a 1.30pm start.  Prizes are of a high quality and a 
Multidraw raffle is also available.  Entry fee of $5 includes a Free 
Sheet of tickets, a Lucky Door ticket and a Buffet Afternoon Tea.  
All proceeds go to Charity.  Sisters can be contacted on 
46321818. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls,  Bevan Devine, Mick Ahern, 
Brian Swords, Warwick Dingle. 
Anniversaries: Rev Msgr Michael Potter, Ven A/Deacon Robert 
O’Shea, Rev Fr Raymond White 
Recently Deceased: Guido Mattiazzi (Coolum} 

 

WEEK 2 –8th/9th February 
 

6 . 0 0 P M  M A S S  R O S T E R    
CO-ORDINATORS   
WELCOMERS S McNelley, H Gaffney 
ORGANIST/SINGER Margaret Dickenson, Jenny Farrell 
ALTAR SERVERS  
READERS B Williams, S McNelley 
COMMUNION 
MINISTERS 

M Lobo, S McGavin, K McGrath 



 



All the Earth, Proclaim The Lord       L Deiss 
 

All the earth proclaim the Lord; 
Sing your praise to God.                   
 

Serve you the Lord, heart filled with gladness. 
Come into God’s presence singing for joy! 
 

Come to the gates bringing thanksgiving; 
O enter the courtyards singing in praise. 
 

Honour and praise be to the Father, 
The Son, and the Spirit, world without end. 
© 1965 World Library Publications Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#- 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                        C Smith 
 

Response:  Who is this King of glory? It is the Lord. 
 

O gates lift high your heads; grow higher ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory. 
 

Who is the King of glory? 
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant; the Lord, the valiant in war. 
 

O gates lift high your heads; grow higher ancient doors; 
Let him enter, the king of armies. 
 

Who is he, the king of glory? 
He is the Lord of armies, He is the Lord, the king of glory. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
You are the light for all nations. 
 

Acclamation:    
When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

Communion: Gather Us In:                      M Haugen 
 

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness, vanished away. 
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame, 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken. 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, 
We are the old who yearn for your face, 
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 
Called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong. 

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
Give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water, 
Here we will take the bread of new birth, 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you; 
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion, 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
Not in some heaven, light years away, 
But here in this place, the new light is shining, 
Now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
© 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. Text. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Thanksgiving: Open Our Eyes           J Manibusan 
Open our eyes, Lord.  Help us to see your face. 
Open our eyes, Lord.  Help us to see. 
 

Open our ears, Lord.  Help us to hear your voice. 
Open our ears, Lord.  Help us to hear. 
 

Open our hearts, Lord.  Help us to love like you. 
Open our hearts, Lord.  Help us to love. 
 

I live within you, deep in your heart, O Love. 
I live within you.  Rest now in me. 
©1971 North American Literature Resources. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
         

Recessional: Sing A New Song                     D Schutte 
 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 

Rise, O children, from your sleep; 
Your Saviour now has come. 
God has turned your sorrow to joy 
And filled your soul with song. 
 

Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds, 
The dead shall be raised: 
I know my Saviour lives. 
© 1972, Daniel L Schutte, administered by New Dawn Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
One Licence #A-451E©  
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  
Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
       

 
 
 


