
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica 
Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls, Margaret Bidgood.   
Anniversaries: Rev Father William Hall, Ian Steger. 

The Baptism of the Lord, Year A: 11 – 12 January, 2020 

Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

 
According to the Church calendar, today’s celebration of the Baptism of Jesus marks the end of the Christmas season and 
the beginning of Ordinary Time. In many cultures, this feast coincides with the end of the Christmas break, the return to 
work and to the regular patterns of life. Some of us have been fortunate enough to get some “down time’” since Christmas, 
precious time to reflect on the past year, alone or with loved ones, to set goals for the year ahead and to move into Ordinary 
Time with renewed life and vigour. For those affected by the prolonged and increasingly devastating bush fires in this land 
and on the west coast of the United States, Ordinary Time this year will be anything but ordinary. Their struggle to rebuild 
their lives and their homes invites us in the first place to open our hearts and to share our resources. It invites us to open 
our eyes to the changes we can expect as our planet warms. It also alerts us to our particular personal and collective 
responsibility to change the way we live so that life on this planet might actually have a future.  
 

The baptism story is an initiation or commissioning story. We hear it against the backdrop of the first reading from Isaiah 
42. Jesus is God’s chosen one on whom God’s Spirit rests. The voice of God commissions God’s chosen to bring forth 
justice, sensitively and without fanfare: to be a light to the peoples; to open the eyes of the blind and to set the captives 
free. A Spirit-filled life consists in fulfilling such a mission.  
 

In Matthew’s account of the baptism, “the heavens are opened” and Jesus sees God’s Spirit descending on him “like a 
dove”. While the image of the heavens opening presents an ancient three-tiered understanding of the structure of the 
cosmos, we might nonetheless appreciate the sense it evokes of the all-encompassing cosmic nature of this commissioning 
event. God’s words are addressed to all who listen to the gospel: “This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 

Jesus’ mission is to be understood in terms of “righteousness” or right relationship. Jesus’ insistence that John baptise him 
despite John’s reluctance points to the reversal of values that will characterise his mission. There is no pursuit of status or 
personal aggrandizement in a gospel way of life. Right relationship lies rather in respecting as God’s creation the entire 
Earth community, in bringing forth justice and setting the captives free. Each one of us can make a difference to the 
“ordinary time” of those with whom we share life on this planet. The image of “the heavens” opening might serve as a 
reminder of the destructive effects of human-introduced space debris and of our responsibility to promote global legislation 
that might inhibit further devastation of this kind. 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
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Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 

  

Next Sunday 
18 and 19 January 

 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
 John 1:29-34 
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Come to The Water                 F Andersen 
         

Come to the water! 
You who are thirsty! 
Though you have nothing, I bid you come! 
And be filled with the goodness I have to offer! 
Come! Listen! Live! 
 

Why spend your money on what cannot fill  
The emptiness deep in your heart? 
Listen to My word and you will enjoy: 
Goodness and peace in your heart! 
 

Just as the heavens are high above earth; 
My ways and thoughts beyond you! 
Call me your Father and know I am near! 
I will be Father to you! 
© Frank Anderson & Chevalier Music. .All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:      C Smith 
Response: The Lord will bless his people with his peace. 
 

O give the Lord you children of God, 
Give the Lord glory and power; 
Give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. 
 

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
The Lord on the immensity of waters; 
The voice of the Lord, full of power, 
The voice of the Lord, full of splendour. 
 

The God of glory thunders. 
In his temple they all cry: “Glory!” 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
The Lord sits as King forever. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of living water hear us. 
 

Acclamation:    
When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

Communion:   The Harvest of Justice       D. Haas 
 

May we find richness in the harvest of justice 
Which Christ Jesus has ripened for us. 
Bread for the journey, bread for the hungry, 
All for the glory and praise of God. 
 

 
 
 

Gather with patience for those who have nothing. 
Leave them your riches and you will receive. 
Make room for the poor ones, make way for the stranger; 
For I am the Lord, the Lord your God. 
 
For to have mercy on those forgotten, 
This is my true law, this is my command: 
Clothe the naked, be home for the orphan, 
Be hope for the widow and welcome the lost. 
 
For to have little is to be in abundance, 
To give what remains, to give all we have, 
Is to walk with the poor ones and become the stranger, 
One with the Lord, the Lord our God. 
© 1985 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Thanksgiving: Baptised in Water                 M Saward 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
Faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: 
One with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
Thankfully now God’s praise we sing 
 

Baptised in water, sealed by the Sprit, 
Marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, we are his children, 
Joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
©1987 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Recessional:     Galilee Song                              F Andersen 
 

Deep within my heart I feel voices whispering to me, 
Words that I can’t understand,  
Meanings I must clearly hear, 
Calling me to follow close, lest I leave myself behind, 
Calling me to walk into evening shadows one more time! 

 

So I leave my boats behind,  
Leave them on familiar shores, 
Set my heart upon the deep,  
Follow you again my Lord! 
 
 

As I gaze into the night, down the future of my years, 
I’m not sure I want to walk past horizons that I know. 
But I feel my spirit called like a stirring deep within, 
Restless, ‘til I live again beyond the fears that close me in! 

© 1982, Chevalier Music. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Used with permission 

under One Licence #A62451e           
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  

 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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