
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish  
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica 
Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls, Margaret Bidgood.   
Anniversaries: Rev Fr William Behm, Irangani Filicia, Mariya Madeline. 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A: 18 – 19 January, 2020 
Readings: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; 1 Corinthians 1:1-3; John 1:29-34 

 
To provide a reference for someone is a serious responsibility as well as a privilege because, more often than not, a good 
deal depends on the testimony provided in the reference. John the Baptist took it upon himself to provide a reference for 
Jesus. His testimony reverberates across the centuries, offering an introduction to Jesus for those who seek to understand 
this Jewish prophet and teacher who is more than a prophet or teacher. John wants his disciples to understand that the 
whole purpose of his water baptism is that Jesus “might be revealed”. He wants them to know that Jesus is “of God”. He is 
the “lamb of God”, the “chosen one of God”. He is the one on whom God’s Spirit descends and remains. Jesus comes 
before the Baptist and so ranks before him. 
 

Is the author of this gospel using the character of the Baptist as a vehicle for his particular Christology or presentation of 
Jesus? That’s what many scholars think, although some of the images in the Baptist’s testimony are firmly grounded in 
Jewish tradition and could well come from a prophetic figure like John the Baptist. Maybe the answer to the question is 
“yes, but not exclusively”.  
 

Whether the images have their origin with John the Baptist or with John the gospel writer, we might reasonably wonder 
what it means to say that Jesus is “God’s lamb”. Does the expression refer to the Passover lamb whose blood signifies 
liberation or deliverance? The imagery in John’s gospel in relation to the death of Jesus might point in this direction.  Is 
“God’s lamb” the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 who assumes the sins of the many? Is it an image of the lamb that God 
provides for Abraham’s sacrifice in Genesis 22? Is it evoking the apocalyptic lamb of Jewish literature of the time, the 
powerful conquering lamb that destroys evil in the world? Is it intended to suggest vulnerability as in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah 11:19 (“I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter”).  
 

There is never a simple explanation when it comes to John’s gospel, but it seems to me that the symbol of strength in 
vulnerability has potential for understanding the characterization of Jesus in this gospel. The Lamb of God of John 1:29 
“takes away” the sinful condition of the world. Twenty-one centuries down the track there is still violence and hunger and 
exploitation on a massive scale. The work of the one strong enough to risk vulnerability so that others may have life, the 
work of God’s Lamb, is never done. Witness to that is part of the gift that Pope Francis is offering to the world: despite 
opposition, even among those closest to him, he never wavers in his response to the distress of God’s people and the 
distress of God’s Earth. 

Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ........................Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ....................... Tim Davis 
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Secretary:............................... Jenny Bartkus 
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     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……………….Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P    

Tue – Sat 7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm……………….Mass 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am……….Open Door 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 
  

Next Sunday 
25 and 26 January 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
Australia Day 

 
Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 32:15-18 
 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 Matthew 5:1-12 
  



 

  



 



Hymn to Christ                                   F Andersen 
 

Christ, the visible expression of our God!   
We praise you! 
Long before Creation He existed and was Lord!   
We praise you. 
 

And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of All! 
And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of all! 
 

Deep in him the Principle from which all life began 
We praise you! 
Centre point of history, God’s reconciling plan! 
We praise you! 
© 1979, Chevalier Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:      C Smith 
Response: Here I am, Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

I waited, I waited for the Lord 
And he stooped down to me and heard my cry. 
He put a new song in my mouth, the praise of our God. 
 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. Instead, here, Lord am I. 
 

In the scroll of the book it stands written  
That I should do your will. My God, I delight in your law 
In the depths of my heart. 
 

Your justice I have proclaimed in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; You know it, O Lord. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel: Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Gracious God, you call us to be the Good News. 
 

Acclamation:    
When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

Communion:   Only A Shadow      C Landry 
The love we have for you, O Lord, 
Is only a shadow of your love for us, 
Only a shadow of your love for us, 
Your deep abiding love. 
 

The bread we take and eat, O Lord, 
Is your body broken and shared with us, 
Your body broken and shared with us, 
The gift of your great love. 
 

Our lives are in your hands. 
Our lives are in your hands. 
Our love for you will grow, O Lord, 
Your light in us will shine. 
 

Our own belief in you, O Lord, 
Is only a shadow of your faith in us, 
Only a shadow of your faith in us, 
Your deep and lasting faith. 
 

The dreams we share today, O Lord, 
Are only a shadow of your dreams for us, 
Only a shadow of your dreams for us, 
If we but follow you. 
 

The joy we share today, O Lord, 
Is only a shadow of your joys for us, 
Only a shadow of your joys for us, 
When we meet face to face. 
©1971 North American Liturgy Resources. All rights reserved. Used with permission  
under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Thanksgiving: Send Us Your Spirit   D Schutte 
 

Send us Your Spirit, O Lord. 
Evening enfolds us and holds us too near. 
Wake the morning light. Make our living bright. 
Shine on our darkness, O Lord. 
 

Hold us with mercy, O Lord. 
Sorrow has spoken, has broken our hearts. 
Clothe us in your care.  Be the life we bear. 
Feed us and fill us. O Lord. 
 

Teach us your wisdom. O Lord. 
Shadows have clouded, have crowded our sight. 
Give us hearts that see.  Set our loving free. 
Hear us and help us, O Lord. 
© 1985 OCP  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Recessional:     We Are Called           D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 
We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God! 
 

Come! Open your heart! 
Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
So all hatred and blindness will be no more! 
©1988 GIA Publications Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission  
under ONE LICENCEE #A-62451e 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  
Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
       

               
 


