
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish 
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners 
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  We 
acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara Mehari, Scott 
Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Val 
Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica 
Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls, Margaret Bidgood.   

The Holy Family, Year A: 28 - 29 December, 2019 

Readings: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

 

Dreaming is an important part of life, both the dreaming we do at night and the “daydreaming” we engage in as we 
look to the future. In today’s gospel story, Joseph is a dreamer who listens to his dreams and hears the voice of God 
directing him to go where he may not have chosen to go. The visit of the wise ones or astrologers from the east has 
left him with some questions. Now the pieces begin to fall into place. In his dream, he becomes aware of the danger 
that is threatening the family. The newborn child is at risk. Steps must be taken to protect the child and his mother.  

 

The desert road to Egypt had long been the place of refuge for Joseph’s ancestors. It is still a place of refuge and 
asylum, away from the centre of international affairs. Although the gospel presents a patriarchal image of family with 
the husband as head of the household, there is no sense that family leadership resides in the exercise of power over 
others. It resides rather in constant vigilance and in care and protection of the most vulnerable. The reader of the 
gospel has already been told that Joseph is “just”: he has acted with integrity and will continue to do so.  
 

The storyteller uses a literary device, that of “formula-citation”, to locate the story of this special family within Israel’s 
bigger faith story. Centuries before, Israel (Jacob’s family) had fled into Egypt in time of famine. Their descendants 
were later rescued from slavery in Egypt.  This new-born child will also go down into Egypt for protection and be led 
out to safety through God’s providence. There is no neat correspondence of character to character or event to event, 
simply allusions to the power of God at work in the great saving events in the lives of God’s people. The reader is 
being prepared for the momentous destiny in store for the world through the agency of a child at risk.  
 

The child’s mother receives little attention in the telling of this story. We may like to retell the story through the lens 
of her fears and hopes or through the lens of the fears and hopes of the millions of refugees and asylum seekers of 
our time. God is just as much at work in the lives of those who are threatened now as was the case in the life of the 
family we name as “holy”. God worked through the agency of Mary and Joseph and other wisdom figures to protect 
the child. God works in our times through those who imagine or dream of a different future for the homeless and 
bereft and act to achieve those dreams. As we move into a new year, we need to ensure we are among them. And 
let’s not forget the other-than-human families at risk on our planet. 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
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Priest Director:……… ............ Michael O’Brien 
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Secretary: ................................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:....................... Michael Cash 
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School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
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     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tue Thu,Fri Sat7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Tuesday:     5.30pm…………….. Mass 
 

Wednesday: 9.00am.….Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 

  

Next Sunday 
4 and 5 January 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord  
Year A 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
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Gathering: Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
©1914-1992. Allan’s Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

 Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:      C Smith 
Response: Happy are those who fear the Lord  

     and walk in his ways. 
 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
And walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. 
 

Your wife like a fruitful vine 
In the heart of your home: 
Your children like the shoots of the olive, 
Around your table. 
 

Indeed, thus shall be blessed those who fear the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
All the days of your life. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
We ponder the mystery of your love, O God.   
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

Communion:   Once in Royal David’s City     C Alexander 

 

Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little Child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,  
And His shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:  
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,  
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay. 
Christian children all should be kind obedient, good as he. 
 
For He is our childhood's pattern: day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless,  
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness. 
 
 

And our eyes at last shall see Him,   
through His own redeeming love;  
For that Child so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heav’n above: 
And He leads His children on, to the place where he is gone. 

©19     ©1995 NLMC Publications and GIA Publications, Inc. ©1957, Novello and Co Ltd. 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
 

Thanksgiving: I’ll Be Always Loving You   T Watts        
 

I am here with you by your side, 
Sheltering your heart from the night. 
 

Let me love the world through your heart. 
Let me heal your wounds with my touch. 
 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I’ll be always loving you. 
 

I will be your God, your comforter. 
I will hold you close in my heart. 
 

Let me see the world through your eyes. 
Let forgiveness shine through your smile. 
 

Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
I’ll be always loving you. 
© 1987 Published by Willow Connection Pty Ltd. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. under ONE LICENCEE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional:     Joy to The World         G Handel  
 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King:   
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing; 
And heav’n and nature sing; 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world!  The Saviour reigns 
Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy; 
Repeat the sounding joy! 
Repeat! Repeat, the sounding joy!  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
Text: Psalm 98; Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. Tune: Antioch, CM; art. F Handel 1685-1759, in T Hawkes 
collection of Tunes, All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  

 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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