
 

 

                           St Thomas More’s Parish 
                            St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  
                                lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 

We acknowledge the Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners 
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   We 
acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves  
to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 

Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A: 21 - 22 December, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

 

One of my friends asked me what I would like for Christmas. “Nothing”, was my immediate response. “I just 
want to spend time with community and family and friends, especially those who would otherwise be alone”. 
And that's what I'll be doing, simply “being with”. Being-with others in joy or sorrow or in the humdrum of life is 
probably the best gift we can offer and the best gift we can receive. It is not always possible to be present in 
person and, thankfully, true friends know that “being-with” is not restricted to physical presence. There is a 
sense in which those we love are always with us and we are always with them, even when the demands of life 
and our work or ministry choices separate us geographically. Real friends are “with-us” even in our absence 
and “being-with” in spirit or in person is closely allied with “being-for”. Today's gospel affirms “being-with” as 
God's Christmas gift to us. 
 

The first chapter of Matthew's gospel tells us that the expected child Messiah or Christ-child is “God-with-us”, 
Emmanuel. The gospel will conclude with the assurance of the resurrected Christ, “And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20). As we celebrate the successive liturgical seasons in the coming 
year, we shall have the opportunity to enter into the gospel story of God-with-us and with all of creation, and to 
live out the pattern of the Christ story more fully in our lives. 
 

There is no angelic annunciation to Mary in Matthew's gospel, no embrace of an expectant mother. There is no 
inn or innkeeper, no shepherds or shepherds' fields. These are all features of Luke's tableau. Matthew brings 
different features and different characters to centre stage. Chief among Matthew’s characters is Joseph who, 
like Joseph of old, receives God's revelation in a series of dreams. The angelic announcement in today’s gospel 
is to Joseph: he is not to be afraid, but is to accept the extraordinary ways of God which will bring salvation for 
God’s people. Joseph trusts the word of God’s messenger: he abandons his own plans and lives by faith in 
God.  
 

If we try to harmonise the different gospel accounts of the events surrounding the birth of Jesus, we may lose 
some of the wondrous mystery of the feast we celebrate. If, on the other hand, we attend to the awesome truth 
that God is with us, then we might be more attentive to how we are with one another. We may also come to 
acknowledge our presence or “being-with” as a precious Christmas gift. Those who distance themselves from 
the community of life run the risk of succumbing to fear and of losing the joy in living. Acceptance of the truth 
that God is with us has the potential to drive out fear and to draw us into the deepest mysteries of life.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

Parish Leader: .......... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........ Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ..................... Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................... Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ............................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: .................. Michael Cash 
APRE: ............................ .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

 

Parish Diary for This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm……..…..St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     6.00pm…..Christmas Mass 
 8.00pm…..Christmas Mass 
 

Wednesday: 8.30am……Christmas Mass 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………….Mass 

  

Next Sunday 

28 and 29 December 

 

The Holy Family  

Of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Year A 

 
Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 
Readings: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
 Colossians 3:12-21 
 Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

  

Come 

Emmanuel 

mailto:parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au
mailto:parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
http://www.stthomasmores.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/


January 2020  

4 January – New Rosters commence 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Christmas Mass Rosters: 
The roster sign-up sheet for Mass Coordinators, Altar Servers, 
Readers and Communion Ministers for Christmas Masses is now 
available in the Church Foyer.  Please indicate on the sign-up 
sheet your availability to assist. 
 

Annual Rosters: 
The new annual rosters are almost finalised and they will begin 
on the first weekend of January, the weekend of 4 and 5 January 
2020. 
 

Manger Collection:  
The Manger is in the centre aisle of the church for those who wish 
to make a monetary gift as part of their Christmas sharing.   The 
beneficiaries this year will be those affected by drought in the far 
South West of the State. 
     

Christmas Collection: 
A Special Collection will be taken up at all of the Christmas Masses 
this week.  From the special Christmas Collection, half goes to 
the work of the Society of St Vincent de Paul through our local St 
Vincent de Paul conference.  The other half goes to the Bishop for 
a worthwhile cause which this year will be support to those 
impacted by the drought.  The amount given to the Bishop will 
be shared between the work of Catholic Care (the focus on this 
part will be related to supporting good mental and wellbeing 
outcomes for those people within our diocese) and Drought 
Angels (a fundraising group offering assistance to all those who 
are finding the drought time challenging and difficult).  More 
detail on the Parish Noticeboard.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:  
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: 
Envelopes for donations to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
Appeal are now available in the Church foyer. 
 

Annual Working Bee:  
This Sunday 22 December after the 8.30am Mass till lunch at 
noon.  The Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the Church 
building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and an outside 
scrub and garden make-over helps with the sparkle of Christmas.  
It’s a good way to meet other parishioners.  In Peter McDonald’s 
absence, a volunteer coordinator is needed for the day.  Please 
talk with Michael, our Parish Leader if you are able to assist. 
 

Christmas Collection: 
A Special Collection will be taken up at all of the Christmas Masses 
this week.  From the special Christmas Collection, half goes to 
the work of the Society of St Vincent de Paul through our local St 
Vincent de Paul conference.  The other half goes to the Bishop for 
a worthwhile cause which this year will be support to those 
impacted by the drought.  The amount given to the Bishop will 
be shared between the work of Catholic Care (the focus of this 
part will be related to supporting good mental and wellbeing 
outcomes for those people within our diocese) and Drought 
Angels (a fundraising group offering assistance to all those who 
are finding the drought time challenging and difficult).  More 
detail on the Parish Noticeboard. 
 

Baptism: 
We welcome into our Church Community Joshua Kane Smith 
husband of Kelly Moloney, together with their children 
Leonardo Campbell Smith, Caiden Joshua Riley Smith and 
Alexsys Ivy Faye Smith  
 
 
 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open every Wednesday and 
Thursday from 10am to 3pm for adoration, and personal prayer. 
 

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards: 
2020 Columban Calendars $8.00 each and Christmas Cards 
$3.00 per packet.  These are now available in the Church Foyer. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to find.  
South Street Newsagency now has a new range of beautiful gifts 
available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion and other religious gifts for all occasions including 
statues, crosses and candles. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Employment: Catholic Care Big Buddy Coordinator: 
Catholic Care Social Services are looking for a Big Buddy Program 
(BBP) Coordinator. The Big Buddy Coordinator (BBC) will have a 
strong community focus and will be responsible for the 
coordination and implementation of the Big Buddy Project (BBP).    
More information at: https://www.seek.com.au/job/40487025… 
 

Plenary Council 2020: Local Listening & Discernment 

Date: 15/2/20 Saturday  Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm 
Where: To be confirmed dependent on numbers.  
The event will be held in Toowoomba.  A gathering is on offer to 
people interested in participating in the Listening and 
Discernment Phase for the Plenary Council but have missed this 
opportunity in their parish or agency.   Register your interest at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RSY83FC Registration will be 
open until 31/1/20.  At that time people will be notified of venue.  
If you have any questions regarding this event, please contact 
Mary Otto on 0447 074 807 or email rcia@twb.catholic.org.au. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr 
Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen 
Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat 
Chapman, Alvina Denison, Bev Walls,   
Anniversaries: Maisie Khan 

 
 

 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
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Gathering: Christ Be Our Light   B Farrell 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness,    
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people,    
Light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today.  

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Placing the Stars:                                          M Haugen 
 

Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries, 
Dance to the life around you! 
©1985 GIA Publications. .  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith                         
Response: Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
The world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
On the waters, God made it firm. 
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those with clean hands and pure hearts, 
Who desire not worthless things. 
 

They shall receive blessings from the Lord 
And reward from the God who saves them. 
Such are the people who seek him, 
Seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany                                                   B Farrell 

l 

Cantor:  All 
Light of Nations  Alleluia 
Light in Darkness Maranatha 
Risen Saviour  Alleluia 

Lord of Glory  Maranatha 
You we long for  Alleluia 
You we thirst for Maranatha 
Here among us  Alleluia 
Living in us  Maranatha 
© 1957, Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. Inc. Text All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
We seek your face in our world, O God. 
 
This Advent-time we remember Mary and Joseph, giving thanks for 
their faithfulness, courage and obedience, stepping out into the 
unknown in the strength of your Spirit, playing their part in the 
fulfilment of your plan to bring your prodigal people home again.  
We pray that their example might be the pattern of our lives, that 
when your gentle whisper breaks through the clamour of this 
world and into our small corner, we might be ready to listen, and 
having listened, to act.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
     

Communion:   O Come, O Come Emmanuel   T Helmore/Neale 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,                          
And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel!  
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high,  
Who orders all things mightily;  
To us the path of knowledge show,  
and teach us in her ways to go.  
 

O come, O come, great Lord of might,  
Who to your tribes on Sinai's height  
In ancient times once gave the law,  
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
 

O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem,  
From ev'ry foe deliver them  
That trust your mighty pow'r to save;  
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave.  
 

O come, O Key of David, come,  

And open wide our heav'nly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery.  
 

O come, O Dayspring from on high,  
And cheer us by your drawing nigh,  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death's dark shadow put to flight.  
  

O come, Desire of nations, bind  
In one the hearts of humankind;  
O bid our sad divisions cease,  
And be for us our King of Peace.  
Tune: Music: Chant, Mode; adapt. By Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890. Text: Text: Latin, 9th Cent.; tr. By John 
M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: This Is Our Acceptable Time      F Andersen 

 

This is our acceptable time! This is our day of salvation! 
This is our acceptable time, It will be the day of the Lord! 
 

Gather your people!  Return to your God! 
Trusting God’s mercy and goodness again! 
Give God your heart!  Open your eyes! 
See how your Saviour comes! 
 

You are my people, my choice, my delight! 
Could I forget you, the child of my womb? 
I am your God searching for you! 
Give me your heart and live! 
© 1982, Chevalier Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE Licence #A-62451E 
 

Recessional:  Christ Be Our Light   B Farrell 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others,  
Shared until all are fed. 
 

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  

Shine in your church gathered today.  

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.    
Let us be servants to one another,  
Making your kingdom come. 
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  
 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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