
 

 

            St Thomas More’s Parish 
                     St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

                   lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the 
Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for 
thousands of years.   We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship  of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Second Sunday of Advent, Year A: 7 - 8 December, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Desertification of earth is becoming the norm in these troubled times of ours and wilderness or desert features 
powerfully in today’s gospel reading. The desert is the biblical place of encounter with God, the place of 
beginnings and of testing. The voice of John the Baptizer is heard in the Judean desert. His food and clothing 
are desert-derived. John is identified as the one of whom Isaiah spoke, the voice crying out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way….” Ecologically, the Isaian image is confronting: preparing the way involves major earthworks 
that reconfigure the landscape, levelling the mountains and filling the valleys to create straight paths. Yet the 
way is never straight and the metaphor must not be literalised. John knows this. The preparation he calls for is 
ongoing metanoia or re-evaluating: keep on turning your lives around, keep on expanding your horizons, for the 
kin-dom of the heavens is “close at hand”. The kin-dom is both present and yet still approaching: the verb used 
here, ēngiken, allows for this ambiguity. 
 

The first reading from Isaiah (11:1-10) provides content to the notion of kin-dom or basileia: John is announcing 
the advent of God’s long-awaited empire of justice and right relationship. He offers a baptism of repentance 
(metanoia). In other words, John’s baptism presupposes a commitment to a renewed way of life. His ministry is 
hugely effective. It attracts “people of Jerusalem, all Judea and the region along the Jordan River.” The arrival 
of two groups of religious authorities prompts a fierce response: “you brood of vipers”. John has no patience 
with those who use their privileged positions to seek their own advantage. He challenges them with the striking 
image of the “more powerful one who will baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire” and will sort out those who refuse 
to turn their lives around (the chaff) from those who listen to the call for metanoia (the wheat). The latter are 
“gathered in” while the former are burned “in a fire that never goes out”.  
 

Fire is a multi-faceted image in the biblical record. Here it is used metaphorically for the judgment on the wicked. 
Fire, as we well know in this dry land, is a challenging symbol: it is both friend and foe. In the first-century Manual 
of Discipline from the Qumran community by the Dead Sea, water, refining by fire, and “a holy Spirit” are listed 
together as the instruments of God’s saving and purifying action. John, who may have been a member of the 
Qumran community, presents his own role as preparatory to that of Jesus, the Spirit-filled, powerful and enduring 
agent of God’s refining and purifying work in the world. We recognise our own ongoing need for a “baptism” with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. We prepare the way by constantly expanding our vision and turning our lives around in 
the direction of God’s reign of compassionate care. 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

Prepare 

Parish Leader: .............. Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… ........... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ........................ Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ...................... Tim Davis 
Secretary: .................................. Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ................................ Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ....................... Michael Cash 
APRE: ................................ .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board…………..……….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 

 

 

Parish Diary For This Week 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 2.00pm………Liturgy Group 
 7.00pm……..Choir Practice 
  

Tue to Sat   7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
  10:00am……….Open Door 
 

Friday:         9.00am…Anointing Mass 

  

Next Weekend 
14 and 15 December 

 
Third Sunday of Advent Year A 

 
Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 
Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
 James 5:7-10 
 Matthew 11:2-11 
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Year to Date

December 2019  

13 December – Anointing Mass 9.00am 
18 December – Second Rite of Reconciliation  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Ministry Forms for 2020: 
The rosters have been compiled as per your information on the 
Ministry Sheets received to date.  There are copies of the Church 
Roster and the Ministry Rosters on the table in the foyer.  Please 
check and if you need to make any corrections please do so and 
this will enable the rosters to be finalized next week.  You can 
contact the Parish Office next week if you wish to discuss any 
changes.  Ministry rosters for ministries such as Baptism and 
Laundry will be forwarded to those concerned. 
 

Christmas Choir Practice: 
Choir Practice for Christmas Masses will continue on Tuesday 10 
December at 7 pm in the Church.  All singers welcome. 
  

Manger Collection:  
The Manger is in the centre aisle of the church for those who wish 
to make a monetary gift as part of their Christmas sharing.   The 
beneficiaries this year will be those affected by drought in the far 
South West of the State. 
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
A Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated at St Thomas More’s on 13 December at 9.00am. All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to assist 
with transport so that as many as possible may experience the 
blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance 
to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern 
Group.  
 

Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation: 
Our Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation will take place on 
Wednesday 18 December 2019.  There will be two services on 
that day – 9.00 am here at St Thomas More’s and 6.00pm at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:  
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

Children wanted for our Christmas Play:  
We are looking for a cast of 8 – 10 children to present our 
Christmas Play at the 6.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  There are 
minimal lines to learn – in some cases none.  Come one! Come 
all!  Please contact Michael, our Parish Leader, on 0407 804 461 
or Mary Taylor on 0418 987 195. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: 
Envelopes for donations to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
Appeal are now available in the Church foyer. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Tree Appeal: 
The Christmas Tree has been set up in the Church foyer 
nominating gifts to be included in Christmas Hampers. Please 
ensure tag is attached so it can be placed in the appropriate 
hamper.  Gifts should be returned by Monday 16 December. 
 

Annual Working Bee:  
Sunday 22 December after the 8.30am Mass till lunch at noon.  
The Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the Church 
building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and an outside 
scrub and garden make-over helps with the sparkle of Christmas.  
It’s a good way to meet other parishioners.  In Peter McDonald’s 
absence, a volunteer coordinator is needed for the day.  Please 
talk with Michael, our Parish Leader if you are able to assist. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open every Wednesday and 
Thursday from 10am to 3pm for adoration, and personal prayer. 
 

 

Drought Angels: 
The Burchell family are gathering items to assist the work of 
Drought Angels who are preparing Christmas Hampers for 
Farming Families impacted by the drought.  You can donate 
directly via the website: www.droughtangels.org.au or bring 
items such as toiletry items for men, women and children through 
to pantry items, cleaning products, etc. (no perishable items) to 
the Church before Monday 9 December and Jo will collect them. 
 

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards: 
2020 Columban Calendars $8.00 each and Christmas Cards 
$3.00 per packet.  These are now available in the Church Foyer. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Sychar House of Prayer & Spirituality  
69 Margaret Street Toowoomba 
Opening hours (this week) 
9-12/12/19 Monday to Thursday 10:00am – 4:00pm 
13/12/19 Friday 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
14/12/19 Saturday 9:00am – 12:00pm 
 

Heritage Remembrance Service: 
Remembrance Service and Candle Lighting Ceremony will be held 
at St Therese’s Parish Centre this Sunday 8 December at 7.00pm. 
See flyer on notice board for further information. 
 

Advent Resources from Caritas: 
Children’s liturgy resources, young adult resources and parish 
resources - suitable for small groups or Gospel discussion 
groups https://www.caritas.org.au/advent  Global Gifts - You can 
be an angel this Christmas and give the gift of water, food or a 
sustainable livelihood. 
Visit https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/christmas_appeal  
or https://www.globalgifts.org.au/ 
 

Employment: Catholic Care Big Buddy Coordinator: 
Catholic Care Social Services are looking for a Big Buddy Program 
(BBP) Coordinator. The Big Buddy Coordinator (BBC) will have a 
strong community focus and will be responsible for the 
coordination and implementation of the Big Buddy Project (BBP).    
More information at: https://www.seek.com.au/job/40487025… 
 

Plenary Council 2020: Local Listening & Discernment 
Date: 15/2/20 Saturday  Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm 
Where: To be confirmed dependent on numbers.  
The event will be held in Toowoomba.  A gathering is on offer to 
people interested in participating in the Listening and 
Discernment Phase for the Plenary Council but have missed this 
opportunity in their parish or agency.   Register your interest at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RSY83FC Registration will be 
open until 31/1/20.  At that time people will be notified of venue.  
If you have any questions regarding this event, please contact 
Mary Otto on 0447 074 807 or email rcia@twb.catholic.org.au. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 
Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, 
Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, 
Bev Walls, Paul P. Lamerand,  

Anniversaries: Msgr Michael McKenna, Rev Fr Justin King, Rev 
Fr Joseph Callaghan 
Recently Deceased: Ted Donegan, Maria Hunter-Robinson, 
Joan Bonner 
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On 1 December 2019, Pope Francis published and Apostolic Letter, entitled Admirabile Signum, on the 
Meaning and Importance of the Nativity Scene.   The following is an excerpt from the Apostolic Letter: 

 

2. The origin of the Christmas crèche (crib) is found above all in certain 
details of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as related in the Gospels. The 
evangelist Luke says simply that Mary “gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn” (2:7). Because Jesus 
was laid in a manger, the nativity scene is known in Italian as a 
presepe, from the Latin word praesepium, meaning “manger”. 
 

Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where 
animals feed. Hay became the first bed of the One who would reveal 
himself as “the bread come down from heaven” (Jn 6:41).  Saint 

Augustine, with other Church Fathers, was impressed by this symbolism: “Laid in a manger, he became our 
food” (Sermon 189, 4). Indeed, the nativity scene evokes a number of the mysteries of Jesus’ life and brings 
them close to our own daily lives. 
 

But let us go back to the origins of the Christmas crèche so familiar to us. We need to imagine ourselves in 
the little Italian town of Greccio, near Rieti. Saint Francis stopped there, most likely on his way back from 
Rome where on 29 November 1223 he had received the confirmation of his Rule from Pope Honorius III. 
Francis had earlier visited the Holy Land, and the caves in Greccio reminded him of the countryside of 
Bethlehem. It may also be that the “Poor Man of Assisi” had been struck by the mosaics in the Roman Basilica 
of Saint Mary Major depicting the birth of Jesus, close to the place where, according to an ancient tradition, 
the wooden panels of the manger are preserved. 
 

The Franciscan Sources describe in detail what then took place in Greccio. Fifteen days before Christmas, 
Francis asked a local man named John to help him realize his desire “to bring to life the memory of that babe 
born in Bethlehem, to see as much as possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, 
how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he was laid upon a bed of hay”.   At 
this, his faithful friend went immediately to prepare all that the Saint had asked. On 25 December, friars came 
to Greccio from various parts, together with people from the farmsteads in the area, who brought flowers and 
torches to light up that holy night. When Francis arrived, he found a manger full of hay, an ox and a donkey. 
All those present experienced a new and indescribable joy in the presence of the Christmas scene. The priest 
then solemnly celebrated the Eucharist over the manger, showing the bond between the Incarnation of the 
Son of God and the Eucharist. At Greccio there were no statues; the nativity scene was enacted and 
experienced by all who were present. 
 

This is how our tradition began: with everyone gathered in joy around the cave, with no distance between the 
original event and those sharing in its mystery. 
 

Thomas of Celano, the first biographer of Saint Francis, notes that this simple and moving scene was 
accompanied by the gift of a marvellous vision: one of those present saw the Baby Jesus himself lying in the 
manger. From the nativity scene of that Christmas in 1223, “everyone went home with joy”. 
 

3. With the simplicity of that sign, Saint Francis carried out a great work of evangelization. His teaching 
touched the hearts of Christians and continues today to offer a simple yet authentic means of portraying the 
beauty of our faith. Indeed, the place where this first nativity scene was enacted expresses and evokes these 
sentiments. Greccio has become a refuge for the soul, a mountain fastness wrapped in silence. 
 

Why does the Christmas crèche arouse such wonder and move us so deeply? First, because it shows God’s 
tender love: the Creator of the universe lowered himself to take up our littleness. The gift of life, in all its 
mystery, becomes all the more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source and sustenance 
of all life. In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who comes to seek us out whenever we are confused 
or lost, a loyal friend ever at our side. He gave us his Son who forgives us and frees us from our sins. 
 

Setting up the Christmas crèche in our homes helps us to relive the history of what took place in Bethlehem. 
Naturally, the Gospels remain our source for understanding and reflecting on that event. At the same time, 
its portrayal in the crèche helps us to imagine the scene. It touches our hearts and makes us enter into 
salvation history as contemporaries of an event that is living and real in a broad gamut of historical and 
cultural contexts. 
 

In a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has invited us to “feel” and 
“touch” the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself in the Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow 
him along the path of humility, poverty and self-denial that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross. 
It asks us to meet him and serve him by showing mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need 
(cf. Mt 25:31-46). 



Gathering: A Voice in the Wilderness            C Robinson 

 

A voice in the wilderness calls to prepare,  
For we are standing on the edge of changes. 
Across the desert sand and the mountain high, 
The Lord is coming! 
Make your way! 
 

I will hear what the Lord will say; 
A voice of peace for all his people. 
His voice is never far for those who know  
His glory dwelling in our land. 
 

Faithfulness and mercy have met; 
Peace and justice have embraced here. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
And justice look down from the sky. 
©1990. Chris Robinson, Willow Connection Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Placing the Stars:                                    M Haugen 
 

Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries, Dance to the life around you! 
©1985 GIA Publications. .  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith                         
Response: In his days justice shall flourish and peace ‘till 

the moon fails 
 

O God give your judgement to the king, 
And to a king’s son give your justice, 
That he may judge your people in justice 
And your poor in righteous judgement. 
 

In his days, justice shall flourish 
And peace till the moon fails.  He shall rule from sea to sea, 
From the Great River to the bounds of all the earth. 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
And the needy who are helpless.  He will have pity on the weak 
And he will save the lives of the poor. 
 

May his name be blessed forever And endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
And all the nations will bless his name. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany                                                   B Farrell 

 

Cantor:   All: 
Word of Healing  Alleluia 
Heal our sorrow   Maranatha 
Word of Comfort  Alleluia  
Bring us Hope now Maranatha  
Word of gladness  Alleluia 
Fill our hearts now Maranatha 
Word of Wisdom  Alleluia 
Come renew us  Maranatha 
© 1957, Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. Inc. Text All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
May justice flourish and peace come, O God. 
 
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that 
dwells among us.   God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells among us.  God of hope, who brought joy 
into this world, be the joy that dwells among us.  God of hope, the 
rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of our lives always, 
and particularly at this Advent time.  We make this prayer through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

The Harvest of Justice       D. Haas 
 

May we find richness in the harvest of justice 
Which Christ Jesus has ripened for us. 
Bread for the journey, bread for the hungry, 
All for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Gather with patience for those who have nothing. 
Leave them your riches and you will receive. 
Make room for the poor ones, make way for the stranger; 
For I am the Lord, the Lord your God. 
 
For to have mercy on those forgotten, 
This is my true law, this is my command: 
Clothe the naked, be home for the orphan, 
Be hope for the widow and welcome the lost. 
 
For to have little is to be in abundance, 
To give what remains, to give all we have, 
Is to walk with the poor ones and become the stranger, 
One with the Lord, the Lord our God. 
© 1985 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

Thanksgiving: My Help Shall Come     F Andersen 
 

My help shall come from the Lord  
who made the heavens!   
I will lift my eyes to the mountains! 
My hope is the Lord! 
 

Sing to the Lord!  Loud be your song! 
All people praise this God! 
Whose love is fruitful and strong! 
 

Turn to the Lord!  Give God all your cares! 
God’s Spirit in your heart 
Knows every hope and prayer!  
Music and text © 1982, Chevalier Music.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission  
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: People of Peace:        C Landry 
 

To be people of faith in times of doubt 
To be people of hope in times of despair, 
To be people of peace, people of peace,  
O Lord, Your instruments of peace. 
 

Where we encounter hatred let us bring your love, 
Where hurt has been oppressive, your healing care; 
Wherever there are people who are needing to be free;  
make your church an instrument of peace. 
 

To heal the broken hearted, 
To comfort those who mourn; 
To go to those imprisoned  
bring freedom to the bound; 
To be a light for all who struggle to be free: 

Make your church an instrument of peace. 
Text and music © 1985, Carey Landry and OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission  
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e      

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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