
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 16 - 17 November, 2019 

Readings: Malachi 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Fifty years ago there was no Sydney Opera House. A hundred years 
ago there was no Harbour Bridge. It is hard to imagine a time when 
they did not exist or a time when they will cease to be, such is the 
status these monuments have acquired over a very short span of 
history. They are a source of wonder for tourists and locals alike. They 
have their counterparts elsewhere in our contemporary world. Twenty 
years ago, New York’s World Trade Centre was another such icon, 
seemingly indestructible and holding the pride of an economically and 
politically dominant nation, even if less aesthetically engaging than 
Sydney’s monuments.  
 
In first century Palestine, the newly refurbished Jerusalem Temple 
was both aesthetically stunning and symbolically charged. It 
functioned primarily as the centre of religious worship. It was also an 
important locus of financial and political power. Its significance can 
hardly be exaggerated and its destruction at the hands of the Romans 
in 70CE was a devastating blow for the Jewish people. Luke is writing 
some twenty years after this event. He wants to tell his communities 
that the destruction of the Temple did not signal the end of the world, 
though that is how it might have seemed at the time. There is life to be 
lived and there are struggles to be endured before God’s final advent. 
Luke wants to offer hope and encouragement in the face of conflict 
and persecution and family division. He wants to offer his readers a 
caution not to listen to everyone who claims to know the time, the 
kairos, of God’s visitation. 
 
Like Jesus, disciples can expect to be “handed over” and brought 
before political authorities. They are to find in this an opportunity to 
give witness or “to testify”. In his second volume, Luke has Jesus 
commissioning the disciples to be his witnesses “in Jerusalem, 
Judaea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). They don’t 
have to worry about what to say in their own defence: “I will give you 
words and wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict.” Endurance or patience is the way to life. The 
Greek term used here evokes the parable of the sower: “as for that 
[the seed] in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear 
the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with 
patient endurance” (Luke 8:15). In our own times, when the life of our 
planetary home is at stake, when the political systems we have trusted 
are so often manipulated by the greed of the few and when families 
are torn apart, we are called to witness to a gospel way of life, to hold 
the word of God fast in honest and good hearts and to trust that we 
are not alone in the everyday struggles of life.  
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 18 - 24 November 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm.Finance Committee 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
  

Tue to Sat   7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
  10:00am……….Open Door 
 

Thursday 7.00pm……..Social Justice 
  

Friday:         9.00am…………….…Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

Christ the King Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 
 Colossians 1:12-20 
 Luke 23:35-43 
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                  November 2019  

18 November – Parish Finance Committee Meeting 
25 November – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Ministry Forms for 2020: 
Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the year 
ahead are available in the Church foyer.  To assist with the 
preparation of rosters for the coming year, we will need 
completed forms returned by no later than 23/24 November to 
allow time for rosters to be finalized and 2020 rosters to be in 
place from early December.      
 

Commissioning of our Parish Pastoral Council: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council for the next year will be 
commissioned during the 8.30 am Mass this Sunday, 17 
November. 
 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women: 
On 23 and 24 November, we will observe the International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence against Women which is on 
November 25.  Domestic and family violence occurs in many 
forms in our society, but the predominant victims of domestic and 
family violence are women and children. This is an annual 

opportunity, particularly for the men in our community, to take a 
stand against domestic and family violence.  Candles will be lit 
during Mass.   
 

SPRED Mass: 
On Sunday 1 December at 8.30am the SPRED community will join 
us for the celebration of the Eucharist here at St Thomas More’s. 
 

Wine and Cheese Evening: 
We will hold a wine and cheese evening  on Saturday 7 December 
after 6.00pm mass.  Offers of platters (large or small) for the 
evening are most welcome.   
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
A Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated at St Thomas More’s on 13 December at 9.00am. All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to assist 
with transport so that as many as possible may experience the 
blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance 
to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern 
Group.  
 

Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation: 
Our Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation will take place on 

Wednesday 18 December 2019.  There will be two services on 
that day – 9.00 am here at St Thomas More’s and 6.00pm at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards: 
2020 Columban Calendars $8.00 each  
Christmas Cards $3.00 per packet  
Now available in the Church Foyer. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Baptisms:  
On Saturday 16 November we welcome into our Church 
Community Oliver Bryan Beresford Bowly-Hale son of 
Thomas Bowly and Rhiannan Bowly-Hale and on Sunday 17 
November we welcome Tate Christopher Gary Fox Son of 
James Patrick Fox and Natalie Lerssel and Jack Lyle Sutton son 
of Benjamin and Lauren Sutton. 
 

Piano for the Hall: 
The piano in the Church has recently been tuned and all is well.  
The tuner has also checked the piano in the hall but it is in need 
of major repair.  If anyone has a “spare” piano, in good condition, 
that they would like to donate for the hall or part with for a 
modest sum, we would be very grateful. 

 
 

 

Choral Workshop: 
An opportunity not to be missed! A choral workshop is being 
offered on Sunday the 24th November straight after the 8.30am 
Mass. Many of you will know Alissa Bermingham and she has 
generously offered to run this workshop for everyone (yes, I 
mean you) interested in singing in the choir. We will be working 
on a new piece for Christmas Eve Mass, so I encourage everyone 
who has previously sung in the choir, as well as any new 
choristers to come along to what will be a very upbeat 90 minutes 
of music and song. If you have any queries, please contact Maree 
Keating on 0435173882.  
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: 
Envelopes for donations to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
Appeal are now available in the Church foyer. 
 

Drought Angels: 
The Birchell family are gathering items to assist the work of 
Drought Angels who are preparing Christmas Hampers for 
Farming Families impacted by the drought.  You can donate 
directly via the website: www.droughtangels.org.au or bring 
items such as personal hygiene items for men, women and 
children through to pantry items, cleaning products, etc. (no 
perishable items) to the Church over the next couple of weekends 
and Jo will collect them. 
 

Bikes For Sale:  
Three children’s bikes in good condition: 1 x 30cm with trainer 
wheels $20, 1 x 42cm girl’s bike $50, and 1 x 30cm shaft driven 
(chainless) boy’s bike $50.  Contact the Parish Office on 4635 
9555. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Dying Peacefully - No Euthanasia: 
"Dying Peacefully – No Euthanasia" will be observed this weekend 
of 16 and 17 November 2019 in the Toowoomba Diocese, 

particularly during our liturgies.   
 

Open House – Sychar - 21/22 November: 
Bishop Robert will bless SYCHAR (69 Margaret Street), our 
diocesan House of Prayer and Spirituality, on the morning of 
Thursday 21 November 2019.  Because of the limitations of 
space, the simple ceremony will be attended by invited guests.  
There is an “open house” invitation for anyone who would like to 
view the facilities at SYCHAR on the afternoon of Thursday 21 
November and on Friday 22 November.  
 

National Prayer Campaign for Drought: 
Parishes, schools, families and other Catholic communities across 
the country are being encouraged to participate in the National 
Prayer Campaign for Drought, which also invites people to 
provide assistance to those most in need. The month of prayer is 
an additional response to the local work being done in affected 
communities. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 
Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, 
Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, 

Bev Walls, Paul P. Lamerand. 
Anniversaries: Ven A/Deacon Leo Hayes, Rev Fr Francis 
Leonard. Rev Fr Peter Murphy 
Recently Deceased: Joy Dingle, Phil Zammit, Doreen Bielefeld  

 

 
PLANNED 
GIVING 
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                           Planned Giving  
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Some thoughts from our Priest Director, Fr Michael O’Brien 

Take/Make Time…… 
This lovely prayer card was held lovingly in my mother’s Mass book for many years.  It 
was a little reminder to take a little time each day to consider the beauty of living.  To 
remember what is important and what our actions evoke in us.  When reading today’s 
gospel we might think that the end times are upon us already – wars, earthquakes, 
famines, violence and oppression!  We are challenged to not give into these thoughts, 
but rather trust in a God that will not abandon us.  We are invited rather to turn to 
prayer – for strength of faith, to see the goodness that is sometimes hidden, to strive 
to be that goodness for others. 
As we approach Advent we are invited to commit ourselves to a deeper search for our 
relationship with God that is beyond the disturbances of the world today. 
That requires us to “TAKE TIME” or in our busy world it really means to “MAKE TIME”.  
I invite you to seriously consider what you will do during this Advent to walk with a 
God that is already by your side – to build a place in your day to see God in all things.  
This is an opportunity not to be missed, for you may not get another.  Challenge 
yourself to commit to a “way of prayer” this Advent! 

 

Here are a couple of starting points…….. 

 Lectio Divina is a way of contemplating and internalising a scripture passage.  After taking a 
moment of quiet, read slowly and attentively a short piece of scripture, such as a parable.  Then 
spend a little time meditating on what you have read.  This doesn’t mean analyzing the text, but 
rather simply holding it gently and ponder the words inviting the Holy Spirit to speak a word to 
you, which you then hold on to.  Then use the word or phrase as a prayer.  Ask yourself, what does 
this word or phrase ask of me as prayer?  Then lastly is simply contemplation asking the Holy Spirit 
to lead you driven by your prayer. 

Scriptural Meditation invites you to open your imagination to being present with Christ at any time 
and experience of his earthly life.  Find a passage from scripture, read it carefully and thoughtfully, 
noticing such details as who is present, where the action is happening, what is being said, how people 
are reacting to Jesus.  Then close your eyes and take a moment to listen to your breathing, imagine 
yourself in the scene you have just read.  Watch, listen, and encounter Jesus.  Talk to Jesus about 
what you need to learn. 

Take Time when you are in a queue, stopped at lights, sitting quietly to be aware of the prayers and 
worries that reside within you.  Bring them to God, let God in on your day.  Wake up in the morning 

and think about something you look forward to today – a cuppa with a friend, a quiet moment, a walk 
in the park, time with family.  Always take the time to find something to look forward to each day. 

MAKE TIME! 
Walk with God, Fr. Michael 

There are lots of free prayer and scripture Apps available for Android phones and iPhones through the App Stores.  
Some examples are: Lectio Divina, Laudate, Pray as you Go, and Sacred Space. 

We pray that the aged and the dying will always be treated with respect and dignity: 
 

PRAYER — LOVE TO THE END (Copyright Archdiocese of Melbourne) 
Heavenly Father, 

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit.  We ask that You may grant them the grace 
to endure their trials and receive the reward of their faithfulness. 

Show us how to care for those at the end of life with loving patience. 
We pray for all doctors, nurses and care givers who answer the call to serve You in the sick and dying. 

May they be strengthened to continue to use their gifts in the service of life. 
We pray for our law and policy makers, 

may they always seek to serve the common good and respect the dignity of all, especially the most vulnerable. 
We pray for the freedom of all to act in accordance with their conscience. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
Mary, Mother of all, pray for us! 

 



Gathering: Blest Be the Lord  D Schutte  
 

Blest be the Lord; blest be the Lord, 
The God of mercy, the God who saves, 
I shall not fear the dark of night, 
Nor the arrow that flies by day. 
 

God will release me from the nets of all my foes. 
God will protect me from their wicked hands. 
Beneath the shadow of God’s wings I will rejoice  
To find a dwelling place secure. 
 

I need not shrink before the terrors of the night  
Nor stand alone before the light of day. 
No harm shall come to me, no arrow strike me down, 
No evil settle in my soul. 
©1976, Daniel Schutte & New Dawn Music. All rights reserved.  
Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
   

 Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith                         
Response: The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 
 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 

With the sound of music. 
With the trumpets and the sound of the horn 
Acclaim the King, acclaim the King, the Lord. 
 

Let the sea and all within it thunder; 
The world, and all its people. 

Let the rivers clap their hands and the hills ring out their joy 
At the presence of the Lord. 
 

For the Lord comes. 
He comes to rule the world. 

He will rule the world with justice 
And with fairness he will rule the peoples. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Merciful God, we place our trust in you. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

Communion: Bread of Life   B Farrell 
 

Bread of life, hope of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our brother 
Feed us now, give us life, 
Lead us to one another. 
 

As we proclaim your death, as we recall your life, 
We remember your promise to return again. 
 

The bread we break and share  
Was scattered once as grain:  
Just as now it is gathered, make your people one. 
 

We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup: 

Sign of hope in our broken world,  
Source of lasting love. 

 

Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; 
That the world may believe in you, 

God of all who live. 
 

You are the bread of peace,  
You are the wine of joy, 
Broken now for your people, poured in endless love. 
©1982, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 
 

Thanksgiving: Lord, To Whom Shall We Go?     M Herry 
 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You are our bread, broken and shared. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Yours are the words of life. 
 

The bread you give is the living bread, 
Your flesh for the life of the world. 
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp for my steps, 
A light for my path of life. 
© Spectrum Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

Recessional: Though the Mountains May Fall  D Schutte 

 

Though the mountains may fall 
And the hills turn to dust, 
Yet the love of the Lord will stand 
As a shelter for all who will call on God’s name 

Sing the praise and the glory of God. 
 

Could the Lord ever leave you? 
Could the Lord forget this love? 
Though a mother forsake her child, 
He will not abandon you. 
 

Go to God when you’re weary; 
God will give you eagle’s wings. 
You will run, never tire, 
For your God will be your strength. 
Dan Schutte. Text and music © 1975, OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission  

under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International  

Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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