
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 2 – 3 November, 2019 

Readings: Wisdom 11:22 – 12:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:11 – 2:2; Luke 19:1-10 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

In 2015, a little book came my way and proceeded to turn my world 
upside down. The author of that book was German forester Peter 
Wohlleben, its title The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How 
They Communicate—Discoveries from a Secret World. I have long 
mourned the destruction of trees, local and global, including the 
threatened trees of the Amazon. I grew up loving, valuing and 
sometimes climbing the trees of the Macedon Ranges in Victoria. I 
now live among the trees on the outskirts of Ballarat. Wohlleben’s 
book brought home to me how much I had still to learn about these 
precious gifts of life and love.  
 

Luke’s story of the toll-collector Zacchaeus provides me with yet 
another opportunity to give thanks for the wonder of trees, their 
intrinsic beauty and the life they sustain. A sycamore tree is at the 
heart of this story. Once I would have thought of this tree simply as 
one of the props in the human story that unfolds, providing as it does 
the platform for a height challenged would-be disciple of Jesus to 
“see”. The human encounter with the holy is foregrounded in this story 
and is in no way to be discounted. But let us not relegate the tree to 
the status of prop. As I write this reflection, the Synod on the Amazon 
is underway in Rome and the tropical forests of northern Australia are 
threatened by fire. The planet cannot breathe without its trees. We 
might keep this in mind as we turn to the human elements in the story 
of Zacchaeus.  
 

Zacchaeus is a wealthy man, a chief tax collector, possibly responsible 
for overseeing the activities of other tax collectors. He wants to see 
what Jesus is like and he lets nothing get in the way. He runs ahead 
and climbs the sycamore tree. Jesus looks up and tells him to come 
down quickly, “for I must stay at your house today.” Zacchaeus offers 
hospitality “joyfully”. Hospitality, joy, haste to respond to divine 
visitation: these are constant themes in Luke. 
 

“All those who see” complain that Jesus chooses to stay with a sinner, 
no doubt considering themselves more worthy hosts for God’s 
prophet. There are clues in the text that Zacchaeus has already 
changed his ways, however. The future tense in translations (‘I will 
pay’) obscures this important element. He gives half his property to 
the destitute and, if he has cheated anyone, he pays them back four 
times the amount. Jesus looks at Zacchaeus and assures him that 
salvation has come to his house. He then acts to restore honour to 
Zacchaeus in the eyes of those who hold him and his kind in contempt. 
Zacchaeus is affirmed as a true descendant of his forbears in faith. 
Salvation for our house, our “common home”, will only come with 
comparable attention to what we have despoiled. 
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 4 – 10 November 2019 
 

Monday:      7.00am…….…Men’s Group 
 9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm……...PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
  

Tue to Sat   7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
  10:00am……….Open Door 
   1.00pm..…Music Planning 
   7.00pm……..Ministry Gifts 
 

Thursday 10.30am….Emmaus Prayer 
  

Friday:         9.00am…………….…Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

32nd Sunday in Ord Time Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
 2 Thessalonians 2:16 – 3:5 
 Luke 20:27-38 
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                  November 2019  

 4 November - Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
11 November - Care & Concern Meeting 
11 November - Consolation Team Meeting 
12 November – Liturgy Group Meeting 
18 November – Parish Finance Committee Meeting 
25 November – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Melbourne Cup: 
Just a reminder that all tickets need to be returned by Sunday 3 
November.  Thanks for the great response to date and the tireless 
work of our ticket sellers in the shopping centres. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist.   
 

Gifts for Ministry Sessions: 
Sessions are on this Sunday, 3 November at 10.15 am and on 
Wednesday 6 November at 7 pm.  Sessions run for about 90 

minutes and will be held in the meeting room at the Parish Office.  
For more information, please talk to Michael. 
 

Ministry Forms for 2020: 
Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the year 
ahead will be available from the weekend of 9 and 10 November.  
To assist with the preparation of rosters for the coming year, we 
will need completed forms returned by no later than 23/24 
November to allow time for rosters to be finalized and 2020 
rosters to be in place from early December.      
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 16 November:  
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship between 
Parish and School, we have arranged with the school to have one 
weekend Mass each Term this year where we invite and welcome 
families from the school community to join us, with children given 
the opportunity to participate in the different parts of the Mass.  
Our Mass for this Term and the last for the year will be at 6.00 
pm on Saturday 16 November. We look forward to warmly 
welcoming families from the school that night.  
 

Cards about the Catholic Church: 
These cards are still available in the Church foyer.   Please take 
and share them with others. 
 

Open Door Ladies Social Group: 
If you are interested in joining our weekly morning teas, we 
would like to invite you to join us in St Thomas More’s Parish 
Office each Wednesday morning for coffee, delicious morning tea 
and a chat, commencing at 10.00am.  We have lots of fun and 
when the fifth Wednesday of the month occurs (about four times 
a year) we go out to different venues for lunch.  For further 
information please contact the Parish Office or just turn up on 
Wednesday morning. 
 

At church without any change for the plate?   
You will find our Pay Point located on the wall in the Church Foyer 
near the New Parishioners Book.  Simply tap your card – credit 
or debit – and you will donate $6.00 to St. Thomas More’s Parish 
Community.  Please consider an ongoing donation to assist us in 
our good works as a community.   
 

Welcome to Rosies: 
The move has happened and from this weekend we welcome the 
wonderful volunteers from Rosies Friends on the Street as they 
begin their tenancy in the convent.  It is good to be able to 
support their significant ministry.  Thanks to all who attended the 
Concert for Rosies in our parish last Sunday and gave generously 
to support their work.  A total of $747 was raised.  With the end 
of the school year looming and their support teams on holidays, 
this amazing donation will be a blessing that will allow Rosies to 
buy the food that they will need for the outreaches. 

 

Baptisms:  
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Sean 
Applegarth son of Tom and Bernadette Applegarth. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Melbourne Cup Fundraiser-A Night of Horsing Around 
Come along for a fun-filled night as you count down the hours to 
the race that stops a nation – this Sunday 3 November at 6.00pm 
at St Anthony’s Parish Centre, 3 Memory Street, Harristown.  Be 
delighted with a phantom call of the Big Race.  Trivia competition: 
Great prizes to be won!!  Bar & Sweeps available on the night.  
We kindly ask each person to bring a plate of food to share.  All 
funds raised will be used to support Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers living in the Toowoomba area.  There is a link on our 
parish website for buying tickets. 
 

National Prayer Campaign for Drought: 
The Catholic Church in Australia is dedicating the month of 
November 2019 as a time to pray for those affected by crippling 
drought conditions and to pray for the gift of rain.  Parishes, 
schools, families and other Catholic communities across the 
country are being encouraged to participate in the National 
Prayer Campaign for Drought, which also invites people to 
provide assistance to those most in need. The month of prayer is 
an additional response to the local work being done in affected 
communities. 
 

Caritas: Women For The World Picnic: 
You are invited to join the Caritas Women for the World Picnic on 
Saturday 9 November 2019 from 2.00 to 4.00pm in the Botanic 
Gardens at the Corner of Lindsay and Campbell Streets 
Toowoomba.  Come for a relaxing afternoon in the park and learn 
about this Caritas initiative to help empower women from around 

the world.  More details on the Poster on the Parish Noticeboard. 
 

SPRED Information Evening: 
SPRED (Special Religious Education) aims to support the 
religious, spiritual, social and emotional wellbeing of people with 
an intellectual disability by offering appropriate spiritual and 
religious experiences for faith development.  SPRED is having a 
friend to walk beside you in the everyday happenings of life, 
which is exactly where God is to be found.  Could you be a friend 
to someone in SPRED?  Would you like to find out more? You are 
invited to come along to the information evening on Wednesday 
November 6 from 6.30 to 7.15 pm at the SPRED Centre, 34 Hume 
Street, Toowoomba (Telephone: 4632 8427). 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, 
Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, Bev Walls, Paul P. Lamerand. 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr William McGovern  

 

Catholic Church Insurances Limited 

Not your average insurance company 
+ Combined policy discounts apply* 
+ Pay by the month at no extra costs# 
+ Highly competitive rates for all policies 
Home & Contents + Car + Caravan + Trailer + Land + Personal 
Accident 1300 655 003 

www.catholicinsurances.com.au 
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                AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE 
 

Catholic Church announces national drought prayer campaign 
 

Media Release       October 23, 2019 
 

The Catholic Church in Australia is dedicating the month of November as a time to pray for those affected by crippling 
drought conditions and to pray for the gift of rain. 
 
Parishes, schools, families and other Catholic communities across the country are being encouraged to participate in 
the National Prayer Campaign for Drought, which also invites people to provide assistance to those most in need. 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology says that, on some measures, the current drought is the worst in 100 years or more, with 
most parts of Australia’s eastern states declared to be in drought.  
 
Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE from Wilcannia-Forbes oversees a diocese that covers about half of New South 
Wales, including some of the most drought-affected areas in the country.  
 
He said the month of prayer is an additional response to the local work being done in affected communities. 
“Some of our Catholic ministries, along with other faith-based, charitable and government organisations, are doing 
remarkable work, supporting people with material needs, offering financial support and responding to people’s 
psychological and spiritual needs,” Bishop Columba said. 
 
“In some dioceses, practical responses like school fee relief or support with rising utility bills can ease an increasing 
burden for families. 
 
“But in a Catholic context, prayer must be a part of our response.” 
 
Bishop Columba said the Bible, in both the Old and New Testaments, has stories of rain being “God’s gift” to people 
who are suffering,  
“In times of drought like we are experiencing now, we should pray for God’s gift of rain, which will have the power to 
quench our arid lands and also lift many people’s fallen spirits,” he said. 
 
Bishop Columba said the national prayer campaign must be truly national, noting that the whole country suffers when 
there is a drought – especially one of this magnitude. The Church needs to be an example of recognising that reality. 
“That people living where there is plentiful, or at least enough, water don’t seem aware of how much suffering the 
drought is causing only adds to the hardship of those in drought-affected communities,” he said. 
 
“The Church across Australia – lay people, religious, priests and bishops alike – needs to stand in solidarity with those 
suffering most acutely, offering prayers and practical support to those in most need.” 
 



Gathering: Sing to The Mountains                 R Dufford 
 

Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea. 
Raise you voices, lift your hearts. 
This is the day the Lord has made. 
Let all the earth rejoice. 
 

I will give thanks to you, my Lord. 
You have answered my plea. 
You have saved my soul from death. 
You are my strength and my song. 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us be glad and rejoice. 
He has turned all death to life. 
Sing of the glory of God. 
Text and music © 1975, Robert J. Dufford, SJ and OCP. All rights reserved.  
Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e 
 

 Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith  
                                 

Response:  I will praise your name forever, my King and 
my God. 

 

I will give you glory, O God, my King, 
I will bless your name for ever. 
I will bless you day after day  
And praise your name for ever. 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
Slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all. 
Compassionate to all his creatures. 
 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 
and your friends shall repeat your blessing. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign  
And declare your might, O God. 
 

The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
And loving in all his deeds. 
The Lord supports all who fall  
And raises all who are bowed down 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Give us a new heart, Merciful God. 

  
Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  

 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
        
 
 

Communion: Table of Plenty                     D Schutte 
 

Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty! 
God will provide for all that we need, 
Here at the table of plenty. 
 

O, come and sit at my table, 
Where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely, 
To share the cup of my love. 
 

O, come and eat without money; 
Come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit, 
With faith and fullness of life.    

 

My bread will ever sustain you, 
Through days of sorrow and woe. 
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness, 
To flood the depths of your soul. 

 

Your fields will flower in fullness; 
Your homes will flourish in peace. 
For I, the giver of home and harvest, 
Will send my rain on the soil. 
© 1992, OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 

 
Thanksgiving: Father Hear Your People            L Watt 
 

God is kind, always merciful, ever faithful and true. 
God will not break those promises, tho’ we so often do. 
 

Father hear your people, gathered here in prayer 
In your great compassion, show us that you care. 
 

Turn to us when we call on you. Give your people peace. 
Teach us to pardon and forgive that, quarrels soon may cease. 
 
© Leo Watt, 1971, 2015. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
   

Recessional: We Are Called                         D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 
We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God! 
 

Come!  Open your heart! 
Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
So all hatred and blindness will be no more! 
©1988 GIA Publications Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission. under ONE LICENCEE  
#A-62451e 
 
  
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  

 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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