
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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First Sunday of Advent, Year A: 30 November/1 December, 2019 

Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

“Where is the Life we have lost in living?” asks the Chorus in T. S. 
Eliot's The Rock. The Jesus of Matthew's gospel is implicitly asking 
the same question as Eliot’s Chorus. He is making much the same 
observation as Henry David Thoreau, “Most [people] lead lives of quiet 
desperation and go to the grave with the song still in them.” We are 
invited to find Life in our living and to sing the songs that are in us. We 
are to be agents of our own future rather than unthinking participants 
in the destruction of our planet. Right now, the human community is 
challenged in unprecedented ways to restore the life we have lost by 
living beyond our means and by destructively exploiting the riches of 
the Earth. 
 

As we begin a new liturgical year, Matthew's Jesus invites us to 
contemplate the ultimate realities even as we attend to the demands 
of the present. He tells us to be “awake”, to be “ready” all the time, not 
because death or the end of the world are around the corner, but 
because we need to recognise the multiple “advents” or arrivals of the 
Christ, the Human One, who calls us beyond self-absorption to Life. 
He reminds us that we are no different from our forebears who from 
earliest days have gone about their daily business without being 
sufficiently attentive to what really matters.  
 

In our times, we have allowed thieves to break in and plunder our 
planet, our common home, because thieves come in guises that we 
fail to recognise. They so often look just like us and do the things we 
do. It may be that we must first be attentive to our own ways of 
plundering the house that is home to all of God’s creatures.   
 

We spend much of our time looking back. That has its place, since our 
history informs our present and helps us in shaping our future, though 
all the while we know with Auden that ‘[t]he past is foreign country: 
they do things differently there’. Advent invites us to look forward 
rather than back and to dream gospel-inspired dreams that will enable 
creative change in our own lives and in the life of our planet. It invites 
us to be awake, to be ready for any eventuality. 
 

Dreams and visions have always been the precursors to effective and 
life-giving change. We need the grace to see visions and to dream 
dreams that make for justice and peace and that permit us to walk 
more freely in the light of God’s ways. We seek the grace to “see” 
God's word as did the prophet Isaiah in the first reading (Isa 2:1-5). 
We need to put our energy into creating life-generating systems that 
enable us to move forward in the paths of gospel compassion and 
love. 
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 2 – 8 December 2019 
 

Monday:      8.15am…..…..Men’s Group 
 9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm…..Pastoral Council 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 7.00pm……..Choir Practice 
  

Tue to Sat   7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
  10:00am……….Open Door 
  12.30pm…Music Planning 
 

Thursday: 11.00am,,,,Emmaus Prayer 
  

Friday:         11.00am………….…Mass 
  

Second Sunday of Advent Year A 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Romans 15:4-9 
 Matthew 3:1-12 
  

Be 

Awake 
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December 2019  

1 December – SPRED Mass 
2 December – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
13 December – Anointing Mass 9.00am 
18 December – Second Rite of Reconciliation  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Ministry Forms for 2020: 
Parishioner Information and Ministry Sign-Up Forms for the year 
ahead are still available in the Church foyer.  To assist with the 
preparation of rosters for the coming year, we need completed 
forms returned as soon as possible to allow time for rosters to be 
finalized and 2020 rosters to be in place before Christmas.  
Current rosters will continue until new rosters are published.    
 

Christmas Choir Practice: 
Choir Practice for Christmas Masses will continue on Tuesday, 3 
December at 7 pm in the Church.  All singers welcome. 
 

SPRED Mass: 
This Sunday at 8.30am the SPRED community will join us for the 
celebration of the Eucharist here at St Thomas More’s. 
 

End of Year School Mass: 
On Friday 6 December the end of year School Mass will be held 
in the Sports Centre at the School at 11.00am.  There will be no 
9.00am Parish Mass on that Day, but all are invited to the 
11.00am Mass. 
 

Manger Collection:  
From this weekend the Manger is in the centre aisle of the church 
for those who wish to make a monetary gift as part of their 
Christmas sharing.   More information on Page 3 about the 
beneficiary of this year’s collection. 
 

Wine and Cheese Evening: 
We will hold a wine and cheese evening  on Saturday 7 December 
after 6.00pm mass.  Offers of platters (large or small) for the 
evening are most welcome.   
 

Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
A Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be 
celebrated at St Thomas More’s on 13 December at 9.00am. All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to assist 
with transport so that as many as possible may experience the 
blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance 
to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern 
Group.  
 

Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation: 
Our Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation will take place on 
Wednesday 18 December 2019.  There will be two services on 
that day – 9.00 am here at St Thomas More’s and 6.00pm at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist. 
 

Baptism: 
On Sunday 1 December we welcome into our Church Community 
Kenzie Adalynn Pratt daughter of Matthew Pratt and Kaela 
Blacker. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:  
Christmas Eve – 6.00pm and 8.00pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
 

Children wanted for our Christmas Play: 
We are looking for a cast of 8 – 10 children to present our 
Christmas Play at the 6.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  There are 
minimal lines to learn – in some cases none.  Come one! Come 
all!  Please contact Michael, our Parish Leader, on 0407 804 461 
or Mary Taylor on 0418 987 195. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: 
Envelopes for donations to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
Appeal are now available in the Church foyer. 
 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Tree Appeal: 
The Christmas Tree has been set up in the Church foyer 
nominating gifts to be included in Christmas Hampers. Please 
ensure tag is attached so it can be placed in the appropriate 
hamper.  Gifts should be returned by Monday 16 December. 
 

Annual Working Bee:  
Sunday 22 December after the 8.30am Mass till lunch at noon.  
The Dust and Dirt Brigade cleans the interior of the Church 
building – fans, cupboards, notice board, kitchen and an outside 
scrub and garden make-over helps with the sparkle of Christmas.  
It’s a good way to meet other parishioners.  In Peter McDonald’s 
absence, a volunteer coordinator is needed for the day.  Please 
talk with Michael, our Parish Leader if you are able to assist. 
 

Drought Angels: 
The Burchell family are gathering items to assist the work of 
Drought Angels who are preparing Christmas Hampers for 
Farming Families impacted by the drought.  You can donate 
directly via the website: www.droughtangels.org.au or bring 
items such as toiletry items for men, women and children through 
to pantry items, cleaning products, etc. (no perishable items) to 
the Church by 6 December and Jo will collect them. 
 

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards: 
2020 Columban Calendars $8.00 each and Christmas Cards 
$3.00 per packet.  These are now available in the Church Foyer. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Spiritual Enrichment Day: 
A Spiritual Day will be held on Thursday 5 December commencing 
at 9:30am at 69 Margaret Street.  Sr Elaine Morzone MFIC will be 
running a day of spiritual enrichment at Sychar.  See flyer on  
notice board in Church Foyer for further details and day's 
timetable.  
 

Bus Trip Marian Valley: 
Saturday 7th December.  Bus departs Neil St. outside St. Pat’s 
Cathedral at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings contact Theresa 
on 0434 528 904. 
 

Heritage Remembrance Service: 
Remembrance Service and Candle Lighting Ceremony will be held 
at St Therese’s Parish Centre on Sunday 8 December at 7.00pm. 
See flyer on notice board for further information. 
 

Advent Resources from Caritas: 
Children’s liturgy resources, young adult resources and parish 
resources - suitable for small groups or Gospel discussion 

groups https://www.caritas.org.au/advent  Global Gifts - You can 
be an angel this Christmas and give the gift of water, food or a 
sustainable livelihood. 
Visit https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/christmas_appeal  
or https://www.globalgifts.org.au/ 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 

Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 
Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Monica Gleeson, 
Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, 
Bev Walls, Paul P. Lamerand. 
Anniversaries: Pat & Jim Power.  
Recently Deceased: Ted Donegan 

 

 
 

PLANNED 
GIVING 

 
 

 $                            Budget       Actual                

                           Planned Giving  

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

22,000

32,000

42,000

52,000

62,000

72,000

82,000

Year to Date
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A Message from the Volunteers, Friends and families of 

SPRED: 
 

The International Day of People with Disability is observed annually on 3 December. In Australia, over 

many years, the Church has sought to take this day as an opportunity to encourage a truly pastoral view that 

embraces our total community as the living Body of Christ. We especially pray that we, the Church, can strive 

to be a people of compassion and relationship, and a sacred place where our gifts are acknowledged, 

received and celebrated; for then we can truly proclaim that we are 'one Body in Christ'. As the Body of Christ, 

we are called to the vision expressed in today’s reading from the book of Isaiah. We are called to establish 

truth and justice where all people enjoy full participation. We are challenged to live in the 'light', to throw off 

the darkness of the night, to take off the clothes of exclusion and fear, and appear as lights of welcome in the 

darkness of exclusion. 

There are many urgent situations that need to be addressed as part of our duty to be awake and ready. How 

are we, as a parish, encouraging and promoting the full participation of people with disability and their families 

in our faith community? 

The question is not "How can we help people with disability?" The much more important question is, "How 

can we allow people with disability to give their spiritual gifts to us and call us to conversion, call us to 

wholeness, call us to love?" - Henri Nouwen 

  

Christmas Gifting – Manger Collection 

This year’s Manger Collection will go towards supporting those impacted 

by the ongoing drought in South West Queensland. 

As Advent approached and discussions took place, particularly in the Social Justice Group and at Parish 

Council, we readily identified a crying need very close to home, namely, support for individuals and families 

impacted by the ongoing drought here in Queensland.   

Based on information sourced from the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, as at 1 September 2019, 

there are a total of 33 councils and 4 part council areas drought declared. These declarations represent 66.1% of 

the land area of Queensland. There are also 23 Individual Droughted Properties (IDPs) in a further 8 Local 

Government Areas. 

We have connected with St Mary’s Parish in Charleville, mindful that the Parish Priest of St Mary’s, Father 

Peter Doohan provides pastoral care to a part of our state that, in sheer area, is probably bigger than the 

State of Victoria.  His communities include Cunnamulla, Eulo, Thargomindah, Wyandra, Quilpie, Eromanga, 

Birdsville, Windorah, Augathella and Morven (and some others in-between).  Through Father Peter and the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul in Charleville, there is well-established capacity to make sure that any financial 

assistance we provide reaches those who need it most.   

Beginning this weekend, the First Sunday of Advent, the Manger will be in the 

middle aisle of the Church where donations can be made.  We hope to send 

some funds to Father Peter before Christmas and the remainder after 

Christmas. 

 

Any money donated through the Tap and Go Donation Point in the Church Foyer 

during Advent will also go towards the Manger Collection. 



Gathering: Gather Your People             B Hurd 

Gather your people, O Lord. 
Gather your people, O Lord. 
One bread, one body, one spirit of love 
Gather your people, O Lord. 
 

Draw us forth to the table of life: Brothers and sisters, 
Each of us called To walk in your light. 
 

No more harm on the mountain of God; 
Swords into ploughshares. 

Free us, O Lord, From hardness of heart. 
© 1991, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-
62451e           
 

Placing the Stars: 
 

Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries, 
Dance to the life around you! 
©1985 GIA Publications. .  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith                         
Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

I rejoiced when I heard them say; 
“Let us go to God’s house.” 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates O Jerusalem. 
 

Therefore, the tribes of the Lord go up, 
To praise the name of the Lord. 
There were set up the thrones of judgement, 
The thrones of the house of David. 
 

For the peace of Jerusalem let us pray: 
“Peace be your homes.” 
May peace reign in your walls; 
In your palaces too, be peace. 
 

For love of my brethren and friends 
I say: “Peace be to you!” 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask the Lord for your good. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Advent Litany                                                   B Farrell 

Cantor:   All: 
Word of justice,  Alleluia 
Come to dwell here. Maranatha 
Word of mercy,  Alleluia 
Live among us.   Maranatha 
Word of power,  Alleluia 
Live within us.  Maranatha 
Word of freedom,  Alleluia 
Save your people. Maranatha. 
© 1957, Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications. Inc. Text All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
We look to your coming, O God. 
 

Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your 
Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have 
so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us. We who are blessed in so many ways long 
for the complete joy of your kingdom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of your presence. We are your people, 
walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, 
‘Come Lord Jesus!’ Amen.  (Henri J.M. Nouwen) 
 

 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
     

Communion: Song of The Body of Christ       D Haas 

We come to share our story, 
We come to break the bread. 
We come to know our rising from the dead. 
 

We come as your people, 
We come as your own. 
United with each other, love finds a home. 
 

We are called to heal the broken, 
To be hope for the poor. 
We are called to feed the hungry at our door. 
 

Bread of life and cup of promise, 
In this meal we all are one. 
In our dying and our rising, 
May your kingdom come. 
 

You will lead and we shall follow, 
You will be the breath of life. 
Living water, we are thirsting for your light. 
 

We will live and sing your praises, 
“Alleluia” is our song. 
May we live in love and peace our whole life long. 
© 1989, GIA Publications, Inc. Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451E 
 

Thanksgiving: My Soul in stillness waits     M Haugen  

For you O Lord my soul in stillness waits. 
Truly my hope is in you. 
 

O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, 
Your radiance shines in all who look to you, 
Come light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. 
 

O Root of Life, implant your seed within us, 
And in your advent, draw us all to you, 
Our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 
Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950 © 1982, tr. 2005, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; 
Marty Haugen, b.1950.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: City of God       D Schutte 

Awake from your slumber!  Arise from your sleep! 
A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 
The people in darkness have seen a great light, 
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 
 

Let us build the city of God. 
May our tears be turned into dancing! 
For the Lord, our light and our love, 
Has turned the night into day! 
 

God is light; in him there is no darkness. 
Let us walk in his light, his children, one and all. 
O comfort my people; make gentle your words. 
Proclaim to my city the day of her birth. 
© 1981 Daniel L Schutte & New Dawn Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
#A-62451e 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission  

 on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
       

           

 


	Page 1.pdf (p.1)
	Page 2.pdf (p.2)
	Page 3.pdf (p.3)
	Page 4 FB.pdf (p.4)

