
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 12 - 13 October, 2019 

Readings: 2 Kings 5:14-17; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Every day we hear news of race riots, ethnic violence and 
discrimination somewhere in our world, often quite close to us. Even 
those who do not resort to violence can tend to be suspicious of those 
who have different origins and different ways from them. The worst 
atrocities are frequently perpetrated between those who have differing 
understandings of the same faith. We have seen elements of this in 
the protracted Syrian conflict, even if religion is only one component 
of the conflict. We are seeing, there as elsewhere, the end product of 
a failure to recognize the shared humanity of all people.  
 

Today’s gospel story invites us to reflect on the potential goodness of 
everyone. It continues last week’s focus on the saving power of faith. 
Just four Greek words make up the most telling sentence in the story: 
“And he was Samaritan!” A new element has entered into the 
narrative: faith is not the sole preserve of the Jewish people. A 
despised half-Jew can have faith, faith buried deep within and actively 
at work like the life in the mustard seed.  

 

Jesus is approached by ten lepers in a village in border territory. All 
have been excluded from participation in village life on account of their 
skin disease. All beg for inclusion, expressed in terms of mercy 
(eleos). All follow the prescription of the Law of Moses to show 
themselves to the priests (Leviticus 13-14). All are declared “clean”. 
Only one turns back, praises God in the market place, falls at Jesus’ 
feet and thanks him. Readers do not know to this point whether the 
village and its inhabitants are Galilean or Samaritan. They only know 
that the village is situated in the region between Galilee and Samaria. 
Now the shocking truth is revealed: one is a Samaritan, doubly 
marginalised as a “foreigner” or “stranger” and it is this one alone that 
gives thanks to Jesus and honour to God. This one alone receives the 
now familiar affirmation: “your faith has saved you”. Jesus tells the 
Samaritan to rise up and continue on his way, on his journey of faith. 
The other nine are healed, presumably because they too have some 
limited faith. They have nonetheless forgotten the source of their 
healing and abandoned the journey to life.  

 

One measure of our faith is our capacity to acknowledge and to 
celebrate the source of our well-being when life is good and we have 
no felt need for healing. A more telling measure is our capacity to say 
a simple word of thanks to all those who mediate to us the goodness 
of a compassionate and merciful God, whatever our circumstances. 
We might also take time this week to focus on and give thanks for the 
wonderful diversity of life in our world, diversity within the other-than-
human as well as within the human community. 
  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 14 – 20 October 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 9.00am……….Men’s Group 
 1.00pm…….Music Planning 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 2.00pm…….Plenary Council 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
  

Tue to Sat   7.00am…. Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
  10.00am……..…Open Door  
   6.30pm……Plenary Council 
   7.00pm…..Pastoral Council 
 

Thursday: 10.30am…Emmaus Prayer 
 7.00pm…….Social Justice 
  

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

29th Sunday in Ord Time Year C 
World Mission Sunday 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Exodus 17:8-13 
 2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:2 
 Luke 18:1-8 
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                  October 2019  

16 October – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
19/20 October – Mission Sunday 
26/27 October – Family Sunday 
27 October – Concert – Singing for Rosies 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Melbourne Cup: 
Can you believe it is almost Melbourne Cup time again!  Our 
annual sweep will take place again and your tickets are now ready 
in the Church Foyer for pick up.  If you have missed out on tickets 
please contact the Parish Office and we can issue you a book or 
two.  Tickets need to be returned by Sunday 3 November.  If you 
are available to help sell raffle tickets, please telephone Terry 
Parker on 4636 5998. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist.   
 

Mission Sunday: 

Our parish will be holding the annual Catholic Mission World 
Mission Appeal on 19/20 October.  Envelopes will be available in 
the Church Foyer. 
 

Family Sunday – 26/27 October 2019: 
On the last weekend in October, we will celebrate Family Sunday, 
an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate all families in our 
Parish and to highlight the contribution of the Family Groups to 
the life of our Parish community.  Any couples celebrating a 10, 
20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70th anniversary (80th and 90th 
anniversaries will receive extra special acknowledgement) are 
asked to give their names to the Parish Office (Phone 4635 9555) 
so that we can particularly acknowledge you at both Masses that 
weekend. 
 

Singing for Rosies – Sunday 27 October: 
Come along and enjoy a concert of classical music in St Thomas 
More’s Church at 2 pm on Sunday 27 October with Alissa 
Bermingham and friends.  The Toowoomba Women in Harmony 
Choir will make a guest appearance. Entry is by gold coin 
donation to the work of Rosies, Friends on the Street.  The 
performance will be followed by afternoon tea. 
 

Parish/School Mass – 6.00pm Saturday 16 November:  
As part of building and maintaining a strong relationship between 
Parish and School, we have arranged with the school to have one 
weekend Mass each Term this year where we invite and welcome 
families from the school community to join us, with children given 
the opportunity to participate in the different parts of the Mass.  
Our Mass for this Term and the last for the year will be at 6.00 
pm on Saturday 16 November. We look forward to warmly 
welcoming families from the school that night. 
 

Plenary Council Update:  
Guidelines are now available on the Plenary Council website for 
conducting group sessions as part of the Discernment and Writing 
Phase.  Michael is proposing to start a couple of group sessions 
to give people a chance to continue to be part of the process.  
You are invited to join either of two sessions – one at 2.00 pm on 
Tuesday 15 October and one at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 16 
October on the theme: Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform.  
Sessions will go for about two hours and be held either in the 
Parish Office or the Church Foyer depending on numbers.  Please 
contact Michael if interested. 
 

All Saints Day and All Souls Day Masses: 
Mass will be celebrated at St Thomas More’s on Friday 1 
November at 9.00am for All Saints Day and on Saturday 2 
November at 9.00am for All Souls Day.   All are welcome to 
attend.  Mass will also be celebrated at St Pat’s at 7 am and 
5.30pm on Friday 1 November for All Saints Day and on Saturday 
2 November at 7 am for All Souls Day. 
 

Cards about the Catholic Church: 
These cards are still available in the Church foyer.   Please take 
and share them with others. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Pregnancy and Infant loss Remembrance Day:  
A Memorial Service will be held on 15 October at 7.00pm at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church, Goodwood St Toowoomba. Our Lady of 
Lourdes Ecumenism Group extends a welcome to all parents, 
siblings, grandparents and others affected by the loss of a baby, 
regardless of whether the loss was recent or long ago, to a special 
Memorial Service followed by time for sharing and a cuppa.   
 

Christian Brothers - 120 Years - Old Boys Dinner: 

Old Boys, family and friends are invited to celebrate 120 years of 
St Mary’s College, at our Old Boy Dinner. Tickets are $50, which 
includes a 3-course meal, and an interview conducted by James 
O’Shea (1999) with winning Premiership (NRL) and World Cup 
Challenge, Queensland and South Sydney Rabbitohs player, 
Ethan Lowe (2008). A major auction of sports memorabilia will 
be held. The Dinner will be held on 19 October at 7.00pm in the 
T P O’Brien Hall at St Mary’s.  See flyer in Church Foyer.  
 

Grief and Loss Program: 
A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for people 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one will be held at the 
Blue Care complex, Middle Ridge commencing Tuesday 15th 
October 9.30am – 11.30am. The free program runs for two hours 

each week for eight weeks and provides information, practical 
advice and effective coping skills as well as social and emotional 
support. This is a small group program and registration is 
essential. There is no cost to attend. Please contact Margaret 
Spinks 0491071787 or bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register 
or for more information.   
 

Becoming Soul Full – A Retreat for Catholic Women: 
The retreat will be held on 21 – 23 October 2019 at theJames 
Byrne Centre, Highfields.  An invitation to Catholic women who 
struggle, question, survive, dream, advocate, care. Come, take 
time to listen to the Spirit and share your story of faith with other 
women. This retreat is a time to name our reality, concerns and 
dreams for the church in a safe and supportive environment. Let 
us name our hopes for Catholic women of the Diocese of 
Toowoomba.  Retreat will be facilitated by Andrea Dean, Director 
of the Office for the Participation of Women and Office for Lay 
Pastoral Ministry within the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference. Registration Closes 14/10/19  See flyer for details 
and registration information.  Register online – See Flyer on 
Notice Board for further information.  
 

Rare and Beautiful Variety Sale: 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding their RARE 
AND BEAUTIFUL variety sale on Saturday 26 October at 71 
Margaret St TOOWOOMBA, 6.30am to 12 noon.  On sale will be 
items of value - Rare and Beautiful, as well as everyday items 
including crockery, glassware, linen etc  All funds go to assist the 
missions. For more information contact the Sisters on 46321818 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, 
Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, Bev Walls.  
Anniversaries: Rev: Fr Thomas Murphy, Mick Bermingham 
Recently Deceased: Elizabeth Clarke, Agnes (Nessie) Ryan 
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World Mental Health Day was held on 10 October. 
The experience of mental illness and our exposure to it tests the value we place on human beings and their lives. 

The Royal Commission into Mental Health has heard terrible stories of young people being confined in institutions for the 
elderly with no youthful companionship nor stimulation. It has also revealed the strain on people who care for the mentally ill 
who are given impossible responsibilities with no possibility of discharging them. They are inadequately resourced both in 
staffing and in budgets. 

As did previous inquiries, the Commission has revealed the inadequacy of the resources provided for the care for people who 
suffer from mental illness, and doubt whether anything will change. 

Stigma of mental illness 
The stories told at the Royal Commission also reveal how destructive is the stigma attached to mental illness. People 
confronted with mental illness in friends and relatives often fail to comprehend it. They see a person who may have shown 
great promise in their gifts of intelligence and personality suddenly become withdrawn and unable to concentrate and 
participate in society, and perhaps seeking relief in addiction. 

Those who look on may begin by blaming mentally ill persons for refusing to make an effort to lift themselves out of what 
afflicts them. They can become resentful, and perhaps secretly fearful that the condition may be contagious. 

The person who suffers from mental illness may then withdraw further as their friends and acquaintances avoid them and as 
their social world shrinks. If they are fortunate some family members and friends will hang in with them despite seeing little 
evidence that it makes a difference. But often the stigma that attaches to mental illness means that both the ill person and 
those who love them become isolated. They cannot talk about or find people to listen to their feelings and experience. 

Value we place on human life 
The experience of mental illness and our exposure to it tests the value we place on human beings and their lives. If we value 
people by their charm, their ability to build easy relationships, by their success in work and making money, then people who 
are mentally ill may seem to fail on all counts. So they are seen to have no value. If we are to retain hope when we are mentally 
ill and to stay with people who are ill, we must value them and ourselves highly simply because we are human. They are our 
brothers and sisters and worthy of respect for their simple humanity. 

The keys to proper care for people who are mentally ill lie in our personal attitude to mental illness and to people who suffer 
from it. We must see them as our brothers and sisters to whom we have a responsibility. That means coming to know people, 
hanging in with them, helping to educate those who are afraid or contemptuous of them, and feeling for them in the misery 
and neglect from which they too often suffer. 

Lasting change 
When the stories of people who suffer from mental illness and of their treatment receive publicity, public attitudes to them 
change temporarily. But for change to last something more is required. After past Royal Commissions little changed. 

Governments passed some laws and provided some support, but were not willing to make a high enough priority of care for 
the mentally ill to make long-term investments in coordinated support. 

Many of us who work with young people are familiar with this pattern. We experience it in our accompaniment of vulnerable 
young people in the justice system, many of whom also suffer from mental illness. Inquiries arouse shame at their treatment 
in detention centres and call for a more humane and effective response. But reforms peter out because they are not adequately 
resourced. 

Enduring commitment 
Compassion needs to be joined by enduring commitment. 

It would be easy to blame this failure on governments – and we should hold them to account. But they realised that people 
would only support changes that did not seem to disadvantage themselves. Change demands more than an alteration in the 
way we imagine mental illness. 

It demands a commitment to the common good which makes us ready to sacrifice some of the privileges that we enjoy. The 
plight of the mentally ill is controlled by our priorities. 

For more information, visit the World Mental Health Day website. 

(The above article by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ was published on the website, Australian Catholics, on October 3, 2019) 
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Gathering:  How Shall I Call You?                   R Mann 
 

How shall I call you? Maker of heaven, 
Poet of sunset and painter of sky; 
Father Almighty, who’s running to find us, 
Giving his son who must suffer and die. 
 

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit: 
Let’s sing it again and again. 
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

How shall I call you? Lover of children, 

Shepherd and teacher and brother and friend; 
Healer of blind man and healer of leper: 
You are beginning and middle and end. 
© 1977, Robin Mann, All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith  
Response:  The Lord has revealed to the nations, 
       his saving pow’r. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 
For he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
Have brought salvation. 
 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
He has shown justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
For the house of Israel. 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
The salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
Ring out your joy. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Healing God fill us with your love. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord until you come again. 
 

Communion: Jesus, You Are Bread for Us                  C Walker 

Jesus, you are bread for us. 
Jesus, you are life for us. 
In your gift of Eucharist we find love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we feel we need a friend, you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
 

When we feel that we need love you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.   
 

When we feel that things aren’t fair you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
 

In communion we believe you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
 

Gathered in God’s family you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
 

When we help our families you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.     
 

When we help the hungry ones you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
 

When we help the thirsty ones you are there with us, Jesus. 
Thank you for the friend you are. Thank you for the love we share.    
©1990, Christopher Walker, Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Come to Me   G Norbet 
 

Come to me, all who labour 
And are heavy burdened, 
And I shall give you rest. 
Take up my yoke and learn from me, 
For I am meek and humble of heart 
And you’ll find rest for your souls. 
Yes, my yoke is easy 
And my burden is light. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall never be in need. 
Fresh and green are the meadows 
Where he gives me rest. 
Tune: Gregory Norbet, © 1971 The, Benedictine Foundation of the State of Vermont Inc.. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission under ONE LICENCE, #A-62451e  
   

Recessional: Now Thank We All Our God     J CrÜger/N Daket 

 

Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices. 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom the world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

O great and bounteous God through all our life be near us! 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in your grace and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son and Spirit blest, who reigns in highest heaven 
The one eternal God, whom heav’n and earth adore. 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
Text: Nun danket alle Gott:Text: Martin Rinkart 1586-1649; tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 alt. 
Tune: NUN DANKET 67 67 66 66; Johann Crüger, 1598-1662; harm by A. Gregory Murray OSB, b. 1905 alt. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
        
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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