
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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Solemnity of Mary of the Southern Cross – 31/08 and 01/09/2019 

Patron of the Toowoomba Diocese 

Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Galatians 4:4-7; John 19:25-27 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Mary of the Southern Cross: Patron of the Toowoomba Diocese 

The title of Mary of the Southern Cross is one that acknowledges that God has ever 
been watching over this Great Southern Land of the Holy Spirit. The Southern Cross, 
a sign of hope, has hung in our sky since before any person walked this ancient land. 
Mary was one of the few who stood before the Cross of Christ and is therefore well 
qualified to be honoured with the title of Mary of the Southern Cross. As a rural diocese 
the night sky dazzles with a spectacular view of the stars making the use of the 
Southern Cross even more appropriate. The Southern Cross is also a pointer of 
direction just as Mary was a pointer to her Son, the Way, at Cana. 

The Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross is relatively new. In 1960 the new church in 
Inglewood was blessed under the title of Our Lady of the Southern Cross but no feast 
day was established. 

In 1997 the Diocesan Liturgical Commission (DLC) undertook a search to discover 
whether a Patron had been established for the Diocese. The Ordo (the book that sets 
out the celebrations for a diocese, region or country) began acknowledging Diocesan 
Patrons in the 1980’s, but nothing was listed for Toowoomba. Searches of the 
archives of the Diocese, the Apostolic Nunciature and the appropriate congregation 
in Rome failed to find record of the establishment of a Patron.  The DLC then proposed 
that we seek the approval of the Holy See for Mary, under the title of the Southern 
Cross, to be established as our Patron. The DLC sought comment from across the 
diocese explaining the history of the title and setting forth reasons why it was thought 
to be an appropriate choice for the diocesan patron. The choice was overwhelmingly 
in favour of Mary of the Southern Cross. After seeking approval, on 14th November 
1998 the Holy Father issued a Bull formally recognising the title of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary under the title of Our Lady of the Southern Cross. 

The first celebration of the Feast of Mary of the Southern Cross, as the Diocese has 
chosen to refer to it, took place on 1 September 1999. A day of solemnity across the 
Diocese, the date is significant to our Diocese for many reasons.  It is the anniversary 
of the taking possession of the Cathedral by our first bishop, James Byrne.  It is also 
eight days before the Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary and therefore would 
create an octave, it is the first day of Spring, and no other feast is celebrated in 
Australia on this day. 

The Patronal Feast is a day on which we especially pray for the whole Toowoomba 
Diocese and recall that it is through the diocese that we are brought into communion 
with the universal Church. This Feast is especially ours and is an opportunity to renew 
our bonds as a diocese. 

Mary of the Southern Cross Portrait 

A painting was commissioned by competition to find a suitable image of Diocesan 
Patron, Mary of the Southern Cross and was sponsored by the Knights of the 
Southern Cross. Artist Jan Williamson won the competition. 

A Word from the Artist: Jan Williamson’s life-sized portrait in oils depicts Mary as a 
rural woman standing with the child Jesus in what might be considered a wheat field. 
The infant Jesus is dressed in a romper suit, as any child today might be. Mary is 
wearing a simple brown dress.  Mary’s face is serene, yet possessing of a great 
strength. It could be the face of an Aboriginal woman, or even the face of a European 
migrant. It is a face that might be described as universal.  Behind the picture of Mary 
the shadow of the cross can be seen. It is as if her shadow and the shadow of the 
cross are one. The colours of the painting are reminiscent of the outback olive greens 
and ochre reds. 

(Source: Toowoomba Catholic Diocese Website) 

Parish Diary: 2 - 8 September 2019 
 

Monday:      7.30am……….Men’s Group 
 9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm……….PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
  10.00am……..…Open Door  
  12.30pm…...Music Planning 
 

Thursday   10.30am..…Emmaus Prayer  
 

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
 

Saturday      7.00am………Garage Sale 

23rd Sunday in Ord Time Year C 
Child Protection Sunday 

 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Wisdom 9:13-18 
 Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
 Luke 14:25-33 
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                  September 2019 
1 September – Father’s Day 
1 September – Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal 
2 September – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
7 September – Spring Clean Garage Sale 
20 September – School Breaks up 
21 – September – Carnival of Flowers – Floral Display at St Pats    

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Planned Giving Envelopes: 
The new batch of Planned Giving Envelopes are now available in 
the Church Foyer for pickup.  The commencement date for the 
new envelopes is 1 September. 
 

Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal: 
The Annual Appeal for the Priests Retirement Foundation in the 
Toowoomba Diocese is being held this weekend 31 August and  
1 September.  Envelopes will be available this weekend.  In 
addition, donations can be made through the Cashless Donation 
Point in the Church foyer.  Donation amount has been set at $10 
and all donations from this weekend to next weekend will go to 
the Appeal. 
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 

around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist.   
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – 7 September: 
Our Spring Clean Garage Sale is happening on 7 September.  
There are sign-up sheets in the foyer this weekend for the various 
tasks and activities linked to the day.  We can pick up items ahead 
of the sale and we can store items before the sale date.   Items 
can be dropped off at the hall between 12 and 2 or after 3.30 on 

the afternoon of Friday 6 September.  Enquiries can be directed 
to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the members of the 
Parish Revenue Development Committee.   
 

Carnival of Flowers Display at St Patrick’s Cathedral: 
Our wonderful flower ladies have taken up the challenge this year 
of putting up a flower display on our behalf as part of the Carnival 
of Flowers Display in the Cathedral in the third week of 
September.  They need some help with donations of flowers, 
specifically, bird of paradise and clivias, as well as some 
greenery.  Please contact the office or talk to Glenda Neylon or 
Carmel McDermott. 
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the book 
provided in the foyer and you will be provided with information 
regarding the groups and activities you may wish to be part of.  
If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving Program, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555. 
 

Cards about the Catholic Church: 
In the foyer near the noticeboard you will find copies of the cards 
(that have also been sent out with your Planned Giving 
Envelopes).  These cards talk about the positive things being 
done by our Church to protect and safeguard children and 
vulnerable adults, as well as the contribution to the wellbeing of 
the broader community. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 9555) to make your 
needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow up to 
arrange suitable transport. 
 

Baptisms: 
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Emerson 
May Hedge daughter of Matthew and Leese Hedge. 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley: 
Saturday 7th September to honour Our Lady’s birthday.  Bus 
departs St. Patrick’s Neil St. at 7:30. Cost $25. For bookings 
contact Theresa 0434 528 904. 
 

Position Vacant – Accountant: 
Applications are invited for the full time position of Accountant 
with the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba.  The purpose of the role 
is to manage the accounting and payroll functions of the Diocesan 
Finance Office ensuring efficiency, and at all times complying with 
regulatory frameworks and professional standards.  Applicants 
should hold a tertiary qualification and have a minimum 5 years 
experience in an accounting environment.  For a Position 
Description contact Tom Jolley on tjolley@twb.catholic.org.au. 
Written applications enclosing resume and details of at least two 
referees should be received by the Diocesan Financial 
Administrator, PO Box 1262 Toowoomba Qld 4350, or by email 
to tjolley@twb.catholic.org.au  by 5.00 p.m. Monday 9 
September 2019. 
 

Plenary Council Update:  
Since Pentecost the six National Themes for Discernment have 
been published – an outcome of the Listening and Dialogue Phase 

in which many of you participated.  At the end of July, the final 
detailed report on the Listening and Dialogue phase was 
released.  This information can be accessed on the Plenary 
Council website:  https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
 

Now we are invited to get involved in the next phase of the 
Plenary by entering into the Listening and Discernment 
experience.  You may wish to consider one of the six Themes for 
Discernment, which, at this time, may be of interest.  An excellent 
detailed, user-friendly, step by step guide to use with groups is 
available on the Plenary Council website under the heading of 
Resources.    Check out this material and let Michael know if you 
would like to be part of a group process so some sessions can be 
organised. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal is continuing.  Donation envelopes are still 
available in the Church foyer. 
 

Christian Brothers - 120 Years Old Boys Dinner: 
Old Boys, family and friends are invited to celebrate 120 years of 
St Mary’s College, at our Old Boy Dinner. Tickets are $50, which 
includes a 3-course meal, and an interview conducted by James 
O’Shea (1999) with winning Premiership (NRL) and World Cup 
Challenge, Queensland and South Sydney Rabbitohs player, 
Ethan Lowe (2008). A major auction of sports memorabilia will 
be held. The Dinner will be held on 19 October at 7.00pm in the 
T P O’Brien Hall at St Mary’s.  See flyer in Church Foyer. 
 

Disney Trivia Night: 
Do you know who provided the first voice of Mickey Mouse? If so, 
you might like to get a team of 6 together for the St Joseph's 
College Disney Trivia night. The night is open to all ages and is 
only $8 each or $30 for a team of 6. The event will be held at the 
MacKillop Centre at St Joseph's on Saturday 14th September and 
begins at 6pm. All profits will go to CARITAS PROJECT 
COMPASSION. To register, email the College at 
office@sjc.qld.edu.au   If you are not connected to email, please 
call the school office on 4631 8500. Time to start watching those 
Disney classics. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, 
Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, Bev Walls. 
Anniversaries: Fr Charles McDonald, Msgr Patrick Doyle, Fr 
Bryan Nolan, Msgr Stanley Skehan, Fr Mervyn Ziesing 
Recently Deceased: Jordan Piccini 
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Some words of thanks and welcome 
Fr Nandana Saparamadu has now begun to minister to St Anthony’s Parish while Fr Tom Duncan has joined Fr Michael 

at St Pat’s and will also be ministering to us here at St Thomas More’s. Below are some words of thanks and welcome 

from Fr Michael, together with words of thanks from Fr Nandana and words of introduction from Fr Tom: 

I express my gratitude to Fr. Nandana for his genuine commitment to the St. Patrick’s and St. Thomas More’s 

communities.  His joyfulness and eagerness to be of help is much appreciated and will be missed.  Welcome Fr. Tom!  

We are looking forward to coming to know you as we journey together into the future as a community of faith and the 

gift you will bring to deepen our faith in God and prayer.   Fr. Michael 

“I will give thanks, Lord, with all my heart;  I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” Psalm 9:1 

Especially I thank Fr. Michael and Fr. Hal who welcomed me into this parish community.  Both of them always have 

been my inspiration and my motivation.  And I appreciate having the opportunity to work with them.  Thank you once 

again for the support and encouragement you have provided to me.   I would like to thank all the members of the various 

pastoral committees for every experience shared – friendships made, as we were working alongside.  You were very 

rewarding and I really appreciate your genuine relationship.  Thank you to all the faithful for you have been nothing but 

a blessing to me.  Thank you for loving, encouraging and nurturing me.  I pray that God would continue to pour out 

favours on you and that many would come to a saving faith in Christ because of your faithfulness.  You still feel like 

home to me and I really enjoyed my serving at St Patrick’s Cathedral and St Thomas More’s.  God Bless, Fr. 

Nandana.  

Before my priestly ordination in July, it was with joy and excitement that I received word from Bishop McGuckin that I 

would be coming to serve St Patrick’s Cathedral as assistant priest. While I’m sure it will be a learning curve, it’s a pretty 

good first appointment if you ask me!  By way of introduction, here’s a few things about me: 

I was born in Miles as the eldest of three siblings. My parents have a construction business in Miles and my grandparents 

were from farming families. So, I grew up between my Dad’s job sites and my grandparents’ sheep farm in Dulacca. For 

my final two years of high school my parents sent me to board at Marist College Ashgrove, which I deeply enjoyed and 

at which I discovered that God was calling me to be a priest. After school I spent a year working in a custom furniture 

factory in Brisbane, after which I travelled around Europe with some friends before entering Holy Spirit Seminary, Banyo. 

The last seven or so years have been challenging, profound, and deeply satisfying. During those years I acquired a 

growing thirst for scripture, theology and literature, as well as a deepening love for Jesus and prayer, which I consider 

the centre of my life. Besides reading, I enjoy sport (especially running and rugby league) and I also have an interest in 

languages.  I’ve felt very welcomed already by Fr Michael and the Cathedral staff, and I’m eager to get to know you all 

and work with you over the coming months and years, as well as the parishioners of St Thomas More’s Parish.    

  Fr Thomas Duncan 

Faith leaders’ invitation to join the Season of Creation 

“Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Once every year, from September 1 to October 4, we as members of the Christian family set aside time to deepen our relationship 
with the Creator, each other, and all of creation. This is the Season of Creation, which began in 1989 with the first recognition of the 
day of prayer for creation by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church, and which is now embraced by the wider 
ecumenical family. 
 
During the Season of Creation, we join together to rejoice in the good gift of creation and reflect on how we care for it.  This season 
offers a precious opportunity to pause in the midst of our day-to-day lives and contemplate the fabric of life into which we are woven.  
 
We invite you to join us on a journey of faith that challenges and rewards us with fresh perspective and deeper bonds of love.  United 
in our sincere wish to protect creation and all those who share it, we join hands across denominations as sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  During this season, we walk together towards greater stewardship of our place in creation.” 
 

[Signatories: Archbishop Job of Telmessos (Permanent Representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the WCC, on behalf of His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew), Most Rev. & Rt. Hon Justin Welby (Archbishop of Canterbury), Cardinal Peter K.A. Turkson (  
Prefect, Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development), Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit (General Secretary, World Council of 
Churches), Rev. Dr. Chris Ferguson (General Secretary, World Communion of Reformed Churches), Bishop Efraim Tendero (Secretary-
General, World Evangelical Alliance), Rev. Dr. Martin Junge (General Secretary, Lutheran World Federation), Mr. Rudelmar Bueno de Faria 
(General Secretary, ACT Alliance), Fr. Heikki Huttunen, (General Secretary, Conference of European Churches)] 
 

Prayer for Father’s Day 
God our Father, we give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old.  We pray for young fathers, newly embracing 
their vocation.  May they find courage and perseverance to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice.  We pray 
for fathers around the world whose children are lost or suffering.  May they know that the God of compassion walks with 
them in their sorrow.  We pray for men who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and advice.  
We remember fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers who are no longer with us but who live forever in our 
memory and nourish us with their love. Amen. 
 



Gathering:  Sing a New Song.                          D Schutte 
Sing a new song, unto the Lord;  
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord,  
Singing alleluia. 
 

Rise, O Children, from your sleep; 
Your saviour now has come. 
God has turned your sorrow to joy 
And filled your soul with song. 
 

Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds, 
The dead shall be raised: 
I know my Saviour lives. 
© 1972 Daniel L. Schutte.  Administered by New Dawn Music All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
One Licence #A62451e           
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you; we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith  
Response: A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 
 

They are a light in the darkness for the upright. 
They are generous, merciful and just. 
Good people take pity and lend, 
They conduct their affairs with honour. 
 

The just will never waver. 
They will be remembered for ever. 
They have no fear of evil news, 
With firm hearts they trust in the Lord. 
 

With steadfast hearts they will not fear, 
Open-handed, they give to the poor, 
Their justice stands firm for ever. 
Their heads will be raised in glory. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of Love keep us faithful. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord until you come again. 
 
 

Communion: Blest Are They                              D Haas 

 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 

 

Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. 

 

Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 
 

Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; Shine for all to see. 
©1985, GIA Publications. NC. Text: ©1985t All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-
A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Hail Mary, Gentle Woman        C Landry 

  

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women 
And blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
And at the hour of death. Amen.  
  
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
Gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
  
You were chosen by the Father; you were chosen for the Son. 
You were chosen from all women and for woman, shining one.  
 
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright, 
Gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love.  
 

Blessed are you among women, blest in turn all women, too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits. Blessed they with gentle hearts.     

© 1975, 1978, Carey Landry. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: Mary of the Southern Cross 
 

Summoned from the north and south,  
Coming from the east and west.  
Gathering in the whirlwind Spirit, Holy people, richly blessed. 
 

Mary of the Southern Cross Mother of God's chosen one.  
Teach us love's immense compassion,  
Standing with your dying son. 
 

See the emblem of our nation hung ablaze in Southern skies.  
Shouldering the cross of Jesus in love's wisdom, we are wise. 
 

From the ancient time of dreaming   
This, our cross has shone above.  
Through all ages of our history sign of God's enduring love. 
 

Faithful daughter, first disciple,  
Through the years your praise is heard.  
Mother of the lost and lowly bearer of God's living Word. 
 

Come praise God, the earth's creator glorify the Saviour Son.  
Gather as a priestly people in God's Spirit become one. 
Tune: ©1995 by NLMC Publications and GIA Publications Inc. All rights reserved.  Used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 
 

 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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