
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 7 – 8 September, 2019 
Child Protection Sunday 

 

Readings: Wisdom 9:13-18; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

On June 17 this year, the Vatican’s Dicastery for Integral Human 
Development issued a letter about the Season of Creation. It 
noted that during this season Christians across six continents 
work to put into practice Pope Francis’ encyclical on integral 
ecology, Laudato Si’,  and “participate in community events to 
deepen their love for Creator, creation, and each other”. As we 
move into the second week of the Season of Creation, we might renew 
our commitment to the gospel call to reverence for all that constitutes 
our planetary home.  
 
As we turn to the gospel reading for today, we are confronted by the 
pain involved in living a way of life that respects the rights of all created 
beings. On the long journey from Galilee through Samaritan territory 
to the city of Jerusalem, Jesus attracts a huge following and teaches 
relentlessly about the ways of God. By the time he reaches Jerusalem, 
the crowds have thinned considerably. Is this because it is too hard to 
persist with their initial impulse to follow the way of the gospel and the 
one who embodies its values? Implicit in Jesus’ teaching about 
carrying one’s cross is a reminder of the intense pain and sacrifice 
involved in being a disciple. It sometimes means going against what 
other family members want. It may even involve risking one’s life for 
the sake of others. In the context of the Roman Empire, criminals who 
were sentenced to die by crucifixion carried to the place of their 
execution the cross beam on which they would hang. The cross image 
is thus shocking for anyone. It is quite alienating for the faint hearted. 
 
The term “hate” (misein) in this context seems harsh. The English 
translation fails to do justice, however, to the original Greek or to the 
Hebrew that underlies this biblical notion. To “hate” in biblical terms is 
to “leave aside”. Disciples are expected to love one another. There are 
times, however, when they have to “leave aside” the wishes of those 
they love most for the sake of a gospel call to justice, compassion, and 
right relationship. If we are attentive to the gender bias of this ancient 
text, we might note that married men are addressed while married 
women are not. Here as elsewhere, women have to read against the 
grain of the text in order to hear its message. Finally, there is a call in 
this gospel passage to “leave aside” unnecessary possessions. In a 
time of planetary vulnerability and of growing division between the 
privileged and the marginalised of the Earth community, the teaching 
of the Lukan Jesus has a particular resonance. There is no place in a 
gospel way of life for self-indulgence, for exploitation of others, or for 
self-centred appropriation of the goods of the earth. 
 

 (Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 9 – 15 September 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 2.00pm………Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
  10.00am……..…Open Door  
  

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

24th Sunday in Ord Time Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 Luke 15:1-32 
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                  September 2019 
20 September – School Breaks up 
21 September – Carnival of Flowers – Floral Display at St Pat’s  
27 September – Anointing Mass 9.00am  

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH 
Planned Giving Envelopes: 
Remaining envelopes have now been posted. 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 27 September at 
9.00am.  All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be 
able to assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there 
will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the 
Care and Concern Group.   
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 

the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist.   
 

Carnival of Flowers Display at St Patrick’s Cathedral: 
Our wonderful flower ladies have taken up the challenge this year 
of putting up a flower display on our behalf as part of the Carnival 
of Flowers Display in the Cathedral in the third week of 
September.  They need some help with donations of flowers, 
specifically, bird of paradise and clivias, as well as some 
greenery.  Please contact the office or talk to Glenda Neylon or 
Carmel McDermott. 
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the book 
provided in the foyer and you will be provided with information 
regarding the groups and activities you may wish to be part of.  
If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving Program, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555. 
 

Cards about the Catholic Church: 
In the foyer near the noticeboard you will find copies of the cards 
(that have also been sent out with your Planned Giving 
Envelopes).  These cards talk about the positive things being 
done by our Church to protect and safeguard children and 
vulnerable adults, as well as the contribution to the wellbeing of 
the broader community. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 9555) to make your 
needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow up to 
arrange suitable transport. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 
 

Position Vacant – Accountant: 
Applications are invited for the full time position of Accountant 
with the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba.  The purpose of the role 
is to manage the accounting and payroll functions of the Diocesan 
Finance Office ensuring efficiency, and at all times complying with 
regulatory frameworks and professional standards.  Applicants 
should hold a tertiary qualification and have a minimum 5 years 
experience in an accounting environment.  For a Position 
Description contact Tom Jolley on tjolley@twb.catholic.org.au. 
Written applications enclosing resume and details of at least two 
referees should be received by the Diocesan Financial 
Administrator, PO Box 1262 Toowoomba Qld 4350, or by email 
to tjolley@twb.catholic.org.au  by 5.00 p.m. Monday 9 
September 2019. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal is continuing.  Donation envelopes are still 
available in the Church foyer. 
 

Rosary for Rain: 
On Sunday 8 September there will be a ‘Rosary for Rain’ at Holy 
Name Catholic Church commencing at 2.00pm.  Let’s come 
together and pray for rain.  There will be a cuppa to follow. 
 

 
 

Child Protection Sunday: 
The Parish of St Thomas More’s and the Diocese of Toowoomba 
are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable people in our community. May our 
message be that child protection and the dignity of every person 
is the responsibility of every adult.  You can find out more about 
the Church’s work in this area via the following link which is also 
on our website: www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention 
 

Grief and Loss Prpgram: 
A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for people 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one will be held at the 
Blue Care complex, Middle Ridge commencing Tuesday 15th 
October 9.30am – 11.30am. The free program runs for two hours 
each week for eight weeks and provides information, practical 
advice and effective coping skills as well as social and emotional 
support. This is a small group program and registration is 
essential. There is no cost to attend. Please contact Margaret 

Spinks 0491071787 or bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register 
or for more information.   
 

Plenary Council Update:  
We are now invited to get involved in the next phase of the 
Plenary by entering into the Listening and Discernment 
experience.  You may wish to consider one of the six Themes for 
Discernment, which, at this time, may be of interest.  An excellent 
detailed, user-friendly, step by step guide to use with groups is 
available on the Plenary Council website 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ under the heading of 
Resources.    Check out this material and let Michael know if you 
would like to be part of a group process so some sessions can be 
organised.   
 

Christian Brothers - 120 Years Old Boys Dinner: 
Old Boys, family and friends are invited to celebrate 120 years of 
St Mary’s College, at our Old Boy Dinner. Tickets are $50, which 
includes a 3-course meal, and an interview conducted by James 
O’Shea (1999) with winning Premiership (NRL) and World Cup 
Challenge, Queensland and South Sydney Rabbitohs player, 
Ethan Lowe (2008). A major auction of sports memorabilia will 
be held. The Dinner will be held on 19 October at 7.00pm in the 
T P O’Brien Hall at St Mary’s.  See flyer in Church Foyer. 
 

Disney Trivia Night: 
Do you know who provided the first voice of Mickey Mouse? If so, 
you might like to get a team of 6 together for the St Joseph's 
College Disney Trivia night. The night is open to all ages and is 
only $8 each or $30 for a team of 6. The event will be held at the 
MacKillop Centre at St Joseph's on Saturday 14th September and 
begins at 6pm. All profits will go to CARITAS PROJECT 
COMPASSION. To register, email the College at 
office@sjc.qld.edu.au   If you are not connected to email, please 
call the school office on 4631 8500. Time to start watching those 
Disney classics. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 

Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, 
Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, Bev Walls. 
Anniversaries: Most Rev Edward Kelly DD, Rev Fr Sydney 
Kattie, Frank Cooper, Andrea Steer (Scotland) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

 
 

$                      Budget         Actual               
                         Planned Giving  

 

2000

3000

4000

Budget Actual

$ Planned Giving

Last Week

8,000

28,000

48,000
Year to Date
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Key Messages for Child Protection Week: 

• Child protection is everyone’s business. The responsibility lies with adults in keeping children safe 
from harm. All members of society need to play a part in ensuring children are nurtured and safe. 
 

• Adults are essential in ensuring children’s safety and well-being. 
 

• Listening to children and young people is the number 1 indicator in assisting their safety and well-
being. 
 

• Children and young people are honest. They are unlikely to lie about abuse. They are more likely to 
stay quiet about abuse or harm than to speak up (especially if they know their abuser). 
 

• Mean or cruel words harm children and young people. 
 

• Understanding why people harm children and young people is essential in helping to prevent child 
abuse. 
 

• The corruption of children and young people by being forced into acts against their will, including 
illegal activity harms children and young people. 
 

• Being ignored, going hungry and feeling and/or being treated as invisible harms children and young 
people. 
 

• Seeing or directly experiencing domestic and family violence harms children and young people. 
 

• Being physically, verbally, sexually or emotionally abused harms children and young people. 
 

• Not having health, educational and other developmental needs met harms children and young 
people. 
 

• Being groomed for sexual abuse harms children and young people. 
 

• Being forced to do something that feels ‘wrong’ harms children and young people. 
 

• Being forced into situations that feel unsafe harms children and young people. 
 

• Being forced to be with people (even those who are ‘known’ and ‘loved’) who feel unsafe harms 
children and young people. 
 

• Being forced to be with people who children or young people have stated have abused them, harms 
children and young people. 
 

• Not being heard when they speak about abuse or trauma harms children and young people. 
 

• Being removed from their home and/or family causes trauma and loss and harms children and 
young people. 
 

• Knowing they have no voice to speak of how they feel and what they’ve experienced in terms of 
their safety and well-being harms children and young people. 
 

• Being without the right to make decisions in their life such as where they live, who they visit and 
where they spend time harms children and young people. 
 

• Caring for children and keeping them safe is a shared responsibility. 
 

Season of Creation - Ocean Sunday 
Ocean refers to the mass of waters that cover two thirds of Earth’s surface, the swirling seas and the watery deeps where 
myriads of species live, many of which are still undiscovered. The ocean is a world of mystery and beauty, of fascinating 
depths and spectacular life forms.  The ocean is that vast domain many of our ancestors crossed to reach all parts of 
planet Earth.  And the waters of the oceans are ultimately the waters of life for all the planet. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray together: 
God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mysteries of the ocean depths, we celebrate the 
wondrous design of the seas that surround us.  Help us to discern how we have polluted 
our oceans and to empathise with the groaning of creation beneath us.  Teach us to sense 
the presence of God in the tides and currents of the surging seas. Teach us to care for 
the oceans and all our waterways. In the name of the Wisdom of God, the creative force 
that designs and governs all creation.   

 



Gathering:  We Are Called                       D Haas 
 

Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
To live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 

We are called to act with justice, 
We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God! 
 

Come!  Open your heart! 
Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
So all hatred and blindness will be no more! 
©1988 GIA Publications Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission. under ONE LICENCEE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                                                                 C Smith  
Response: In every age O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 

You turn us back into dust, 
And say: “Go back children of the earth.” 
To your eyes a thousand years are like yesterday, 
Come and gone, 
No more than a watch in the night. 
 

You sweep us away like a dream, 
Like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
By evening it withers and fades. 
 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
That we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord relent! Is your anger forever? 
Show pity to your servants. 
 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
We shall rejoice and exult all our days. 
Let the favour of the lord be upon us; 
Give success to the work of our hands. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God, in children let us welcome you. 
 

Preparation of the gifts:                           M Herry 
Lord, we come to your table Lord, we hear your word 
Lord, you are our bread of life and we the Body of Christ. 
© 1996 Michael Herry FMS. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord until you come again. 
 

 

Communion: Seed, Scattered and Sown      
                     D Feiten/E Gunnison/R Miller 

Seed, scattered and sown,  
Wheat, gathered and grown, 
Bread, broken and shared as one, 
The Living Bread of God 
Vine, fruit of the land,  
Wine, work of our hands, 
One cup that is shared by all; 
The Living Cup, the Living Bread of God. 
 

Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord? 
Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ out poured? 
 

The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 
The seed within good ground will flower and have life. 
 

As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown, 
So may the church of God be gathered into one. 
© 1987, Ekklesia Music, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: For the Fruits of this Creation    F.P. Green 
 

For the fruits of this creation, Thanks be to God; 
For these gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God; 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe keeping, Thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labour, God’s will is done; 

In the help we give our neighbour, God’s will is done; 
In our worldwide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God; 
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God.; 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God. 
Tune: © 1979 Stainer & Bell Ltd and The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (UK) Text: 
 © 1970 Stainer & Bell Ltd for world excluding USA & Canada. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional: Galilee Song                                   F Andersen 
Deep within my heart I feel voices whispering to me, 
Words that I can’t understand, meanings I must clearly hear, 
Calling me to follow close, lest I leave myself behind, 

Calling me to walk into evening shadows one more time! 
 

So I leave my boats behind, leave them on familiar shores, 
Set my heart upon the deep, follow you again my Lord! 
 

As I gaze into the night, down the future of my years, 
I’m not sure I want to walk past horizons that I know. 
But I feel my spirit called like a stirring deep within, 
Restless, ‘til I live again beyond the fears that close me in! 
©1982 Chevalier Music.  Used with permission. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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