
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 24 -25 August, 2019 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

Readings: Isaiah 66:18-21; Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; Luke 13:22-30 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:……… .... Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contact: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Some people seem to have an ingrained sense of entitlement. They put 
themselves first without regard for the sensitivities or rights of others. 
Whether their behaviour derives from childhood experiences of over-
indulgence or from some other source, it can be quite divisive and even 
destructive of family or workplace or community. Those who put 
themselves first will often find themselves last in that they are tolerated at 
best rather than welcomed into most circles.  
 

As Jesus moves from town to town on his way to Jerusalem, “someone” 
puts a question to him. The question is about salvation: “Are only the few 
saved?” Jesus treats this as a rhetorical question that presupposes an 
affirmative answer. His answer could be interpreted as affirmative, even 
if it is a far cry from the expected response. The questioner rightly 
assumes that God is the one who saves. Jesus responds with a reminder 
that God’s saving action cannot be taken for granted. One must “strive to 
enter the narrow door”. Hard work is involved in ensuring that God’s 
saving power is there for God’s world.  
 

While the question comes from one person, Jesus’ response is “to them”. 
The insistence of people in the crowd that they have eaten with him may 
suggest they are among those who have been following him from Galilee. 
They may even be those who objected to Jesus’ table companions, the 
tax-collectors and sinners (Luke 7:34). The text makes it clear that they 
have heard his teaching: “You taught in our streets”.  
 

Jesus’ reply indicates that the tables have turned. It would come as no 
surprise to a Jewish audience to hear Jesus stating that the kin-dom 
belongs to Israel’s ancestors and to all the prophets. Jesus’ assertion that 
it also belongs to those who come from far and wide, “from east and west 
and north and south”, might be less than palatable to those who see 
themselves as “first” in the schema of salvation.   
 

Those who share in the banquet in God’s kin-dom, the “saved”, have 
prevailed in the struggle to enter through the “narrow door”. Entry is by no 
means restricted to Israel’s forebears. It belongs to all who hear the word 
of God and put it into practice. The inclusion or “salvation” of outsiders 
will cause grief among “evil-doers”. These flawed individuals include 
those who have eaten with Jesus and who have heard his teaching 
without effect and who, consequently, have failed to commit themselves 
to the struggle to establish God’s reign of justice and peace and 
reconciliation. There is no privileged access to salvation on the basis of 
birth or race or any other contingency. While the “door” to salvation may 
be “narrow”, the Lukan Jesus has already declared that it is open to all 
who hear the word of God, to those who “hold it fast in an honest and 
good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance” (8:15).  
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 26/08 – 01/09/2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 6.00pm……….PPC Agenda 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 
  10.00am……..…Open Door  
  6.00pm……..First Penance 
 

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

Solemnity of Mary of the Southern 
Cross, 

Patron of Toowoomba Diocese 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 John 19:25 
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                  August/September 2019 
26 August – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
1 September – Father’s Day 
1 September – Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Planned Giving Envelopes: 
The new batch of Planned Giving Envelopes are now available in 
the Church Foyer for pickup.  The commencement date for the 
new envelopes is 1 September. 
 

Priests Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal: 
The Annual Appeal for the Priests Retirement Foundation in the 
Toowoomba Diocese will be held on the weekend of 31 August 
and 1 September.  Envelopes will be available at that time. 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing.  We still need one nominee. We recognise that we 
all lead busy lives and you may be hesitant to nominate because 
you can’t commit to attending all meetings.  Don’t let that stop 
you as we regularly have members unable to attend meetings.  
 

For more information: see the Parish website page:  
http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45, speak with Pastoral 
Council Members or the Parish Leader.  We still need two more 
people to nominate for the 2019/2020 Council. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The children in the current Sacramental Program will celebrate 
the Sacrament of Penance on this Wednesday, 28 August at 6 
pm.  Please pray for the children and their families. 
 

Cashless Donation Point: 
The Cashless Donation Point is now set up in the foyer of the 
Church. The Cashless Donation Point is pre-set for $6 and simply 
gives a payment option for those who don’t carry cash. Current 
Planned Giving and Envelope arrangements, as well as the 
normal Sunday collections, will continue unchanged.   
 

Caring for Each Other: 
As a community of faith, we are called to be aware of those 
around us in the community.  If you notice that a regular Mass 
attender has not been here for a while, if you know of someone 
who may be going through a tough time, if you know of someone 
who is on their own and could benefit from a visit, if you have 
heard that someone from the community is in hospital, if you 
notice someone who seems new to the community, please advise 
the Parish Leader, talk to a member of the Parish Council or 
contact the Parish Office.  We have groups in the Parish such as 
Care and Concern and our local St Vincent de Paul Conference 
who may be able to assist.   
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – 7 September: 
Our Spring Clean Garage Sale is happening on 7 September.  
There are sign-up sheets in the foyer this weekend for the various 
tasks and activities linked to the day.  We can pick up items ahead 
of the sale and we can store items before the sale date.   Enquiries 
can be directed to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the 
members of the Parish Revenue Development Committee.   
 

New to the Parish:   
If you are new to the parish, please put your details in the book 
provided in the foyer and you will be provided with information 
regarding the groups and activities you may wish to be part of.  
If you want to be part of our Thanksgiving Program, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4635 9555. 
 

Carnival of Flowers Display at St Patrick’s Cathedral: 
Our wonderful flower ladies have taken up the challenge this year 
of putting up a flower display on our behalf as part of the Carnival 
of Flowers Display in the Cathedral in the third week of 
September.  They need some help with donations of flowers, 
specifically, bird of paradise and clivias, as well as some 
greenery.  Please contact the office or talk to Glenda Neylon or 
Carmel McDermott. 
 

Cards about the Catholic Church: 
In the foyer near the noticeboard you will find copies of the cards 
(that have also been sent out with your Planned Giving 
Envelopes).  These cards talk about the positive things being 
done by our Church to protect and safeguard children and 

vulnerable adults, as well as the contribution to the wellbeing of 
the broader community. 
 

Baptisms: 
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Maddox 
Tate Mills son of Timothy and Kellie Mills. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 9555) to make your 
needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow up to 
arrange suitable transport. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Plenary Council Update:  
Since Pentecost the six National Themes for Discernment have 
been published – an outcome of the Listening and Dialogue Phase 
in which many of you participated.  At the end of July, the final 
detailed report on the Listening and Dialogue phase was 
released.  This information can be accessed on the Plenary 
Council website:  https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
 

Now we are invited to get involved in the next phase of the 
Plenary by entering into the Listening and Discernment 
experience.  You may wish to consider one of the six Themes for 
Discernment, which, at this time, may be of interest.  An excellent 
detailed, user-friendly, step by step guide to use with groups is 
available on the Plenary Council website under the heading of 
Resources.    Check out this material and let Michael know if you 
would like to be part of a group process so some sessions can be 
organised. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal is continuing.  Donation envelopes are still 
available in the Church foyer.  
 

St Vincent’s Cancer Care Luncheon: 
St Vincent’s Cancer Care Luncheon and cent sale will be held at 
Urban Grounds, Herries Street on Monday 2 September.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  Tickets are $60 each and are 
available from Lesley Knight on 4636 2014 or 0428 304 784 and 
Jessie Cutler on 4635 9474 or 0431 908 688.  Function 
commences around 9.30am. 
 

Christian Brothers - 120 Years Old Boys Dinner: 
Old Boys, family and friends are invited to celebrate 120 years of 
St Mary’s College, at our Old Boy Dinner. Tickets are $50, which 
includes a 3-course meal, and an interview conducted by James 
O’Shea (1999) with winning Premiership (NRL) and World Cup 
Challenge, Queensland and South Sydney Rabbitohs player, 
Ethan Lowe (2008). A major auction of sports memorabilia will 
be held together with the opportunity to buy our new history 
book, celebrating 120 years.  The Dinner will be held on 19 
October at 7.00pm in the T P O’Brien Hall at St Mary’s.  See flyer 
in Church Foyer. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Pat Chapman, 
Alvina Denison, Megan Ford, Bev Walls 
Recently Deceased: Sr Judith Steer RSJ  
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A Reflection for Migrant and Refugee Sunday 2019 

By Father Frank Brennan SJ 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells us that ‘people will come from the east and the west and from the north and the 

south and will recline at table in the kingdom of God.  For behold, some are last who will be first, and some 

are first who will be last.’  It sounds as if this kingdom could be a place for all comers, or at least for all sorts 

from the four corners of the globe.  We know that our family home is not the same as the kingdom of God, 

and neither is our country.   Our table is not available to everyone.  Our door is not open to everyone who 

knocks.  At home, we do put our loved ones first.  We can’t welcome all comers at just any hour of the day, 

and in whatever numbers they want to come.  At our national borders, we expect our political leaders to 

maintain security and order while admitting migrants and refugees in generous and manageable numbers.  

We expect our politicians and public servants to give some preference to new migrants who have relatives 

already living in the Australian community, and to have an eye for those refugees most in need. 

 

We all have the right to determine who enters our homes and who dines at our tables.  We have the right to 

determine who enters our country and who is allowed to settle here permanently.  We cannot provide a place 

for every person in need.  But we have a responsibility to provide peace and security for some of those people 

in our world who suffer most.  There is no magic formula to determine the extent of our responsibility to 

migrants and refugees.  After all there are more than twice the number of displaced people in our world than 

there are Australian citizens.  But we Australians have to play our part.   Australia has long been a country of 

migrants who together with the First Australians have extended a welcome to those coming to our shores 

seeking a better life.  We have profited and benefited from this large-scale immigration. 

 

Just before Christmas last year, our bishops asked our politicians to put an end to the intolerable situation on 

Nauru and Manus Island endured by asylum- seekers whose plight continues to be our responsibility. The 

bishops said, ‘We cannot afford to have the plight of these people made even worse by making their futures 

the subject of bitter electoral disputation in the year ahead.  Enough is enough. Let’s find them a home.’   We 

have come through another election and we have still not found these refugees a home even though some 

of them have had their lives put ‘on hold’ in distressing circumstances for more than six years. 

 

After the Synod on Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment, Pope Francis took up the 

observations of the Pre-Synodal Meeting repeating in Christus Vivit: ‘In some host countries, migration 

causes fear and alarm, often fomented and exploited for political ends. This can lead to a xenophobic 

mentality, as people close in on themselves, and this needs to be addressed decisively’.  We Australians 

can’t just think that he was referring to anyone but us.  He had us in mind, just as he had in mind all those 

from wealthy secure countries who have closed their doors too firmly on those suffering greatly. 

 

For this year’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis has insisted that ‘It is not just about 

migrants’.  How we welcome migrants and refugees affects all of us and helps to shape the sort of society 

we want to be, and the sort of people we want to be.  We cannot establish God’s kingdom here and now, but 

we can do more to make our homes, our local community, and our nation more welcoming to those who 

come to our shores.  Living on an island nation continent, it is easy for us Australians simply to put out of 

mind those fleeing persecution, those who no longer have a place to call home. 

 

In today’s first reading from Isaiah, the Lord speaks with hope and charity about those who ‘shall bring all 

your brothers and sisters from all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots, in carts, 

upon mules and dromedaries, to Jerusalem, my holy mountain’.   

 

Continuing to enjoy the fruits and benefits of secure and peaceful lives in our homes in the Great South Land 

of the Holy Spirit, let’s open our hearts and take some extra practical steps individually and collectively to 

provide a home for those who deserve more than the closed door of our fear and isolation.   Let’s always call 

to mind what it would be like for us if we were on the other side of the door, knocking, or if we were on the 

other side of the national border, pleading.  Remember, in the kingdom of God ‘some are last who will be 

first, and some are first who will be last’. 

(Sourced from print material provided by the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office for Migrant and Refugee Week, 19 – 25 

August, 2019) 



Gathering:  Gather Us in:                 M Haugen 

  

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness, vanished away. 
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame, 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken. 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
Not in some heaven, light years away, 
But here in this place, the new light is shining, 
Now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 

Gather us in and make us your own; 
Gather us in, all peoples together, 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
© 1982, GIA Publications, All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e           
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                             J Foley 

       

Response: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 

       Blessed be the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
With praise ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the Lord, 
Who will hear the cry of the poor. 
 

Let the lowly hear and be glad: 
The Lord listens to their pleas; 
And to hearts broken God is near, 
Who will hear the cry of the poor. 
 

Ev’ry spirit crushed God will save, 
Will be ransom for their lives, 
Will be safe shelter for their fears, 
And will hear the cry of the poor. 
 

We proclaim your greatness, O God, 
Your praise ever in our mouth, 
Ev’ry face brightened in your light, 
For you hear the cry of the poor. 
© 1978, 1991: J Foley & New Dawn Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE 
#A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
God of all hear our prayer. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord until you come again. 
 

Communion: Blest Are They                              D Haas 
 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 

 

Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. 

 

Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 
 

Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 
 

Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; Shine for all to see. 
©1985, GIA Publications. NC. Text: ©1985t All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE#-A-62451e 
  

Thanksgiving: Heart of Jesus, Heart of Mercy   M Herry 

       

I will take you from the nations and gather you from the world; 
I will bring you into your own land 
And you shall be my people and I will be your God, 
And in mercy, my love will hold the world. 
 

Give us new hearts, O Lord give us new hearts, O Lord 
Give us hearts of flesh; remove our hearts of stone. 
 

Through your spirit deep within us, we become your loving face, 
And our grasping hands will open in compassion 

And our frowning eyes will widen to see and know again 
All the beauty in ev’ry human heart. 
 

Heart of Jesus, heart of mercy, loving face of God revealed. 
You proclaimed the word, ‘not sacrifice but mercy’. 
For in you we see the Father who longs for our return, 
Ever faithful his covenant of love. 
© 2016 Michael Herry FMS, Administered by Willow Publishing Pty Ltd. All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional:  Song for Human Rights          S.E. Murray 
Sing a song for peace and justice,  
Speak for those who cannot speak! 
Claim the world for peace and justice: 
Let the strong support the weak. 
 

Light a candle in the darkness; 
Hope and freedom must not die! 
Hope and freedom must not die! 
 

You who live in happy places, who can laugh and speak and sing, 
Listen for the other voices, mute with fear and suffering. 
©Shirley Erena Murray. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 

 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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