
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka, Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 20 - 21 July, 2019 

Readings of the Day: Genesis 18:1-10; Colossians 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42 

First Communion Readings: Genesis 14:18-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 9:11-17 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

A Reflection on the Gospel of the Day – Luke 10:38 – 42 
 

The story of Martha and Mary has been interpreted fairly consistently over 
the centuries. Mary’s silent contemplative pose at the feet of Jesus has 
been affirmed while Martha’s action-oriented focus has been seen as a 
less desirable Christian stance. To be a “Mary” is to “choose the better 
part”. To be a “Martha” is to be “anxious and distracted about many 
things”.  
 

In recent times, some interpreters have re-evaluated this reading of the 
Martha-Mary story. They have drawn attention to the many voices that 
inform the gospels and have suggested that this particular text reflects a 
struggle in early Church communities over the role of women in 
leadership and ministry. One voice in the text comes from those who want 
to downplay the initiative of women like Martha and to affirm the silence 
of women like Mary. The same voice functions to pit the two women 
against each other and to cast Jesus in the role of arbiter between them, 
approving Mary’s choice against Martha’s. This voice has had the effect 
of creating a false dichotomy and of reducing the women characters to 
exemplars of active ministry on the one hand and of quiet contemplation 
on the other. In other words, the negative judgement of Luke’s Jesus 
reflects the views of a certain group in Luke’s house churches rather than 
the words of Jesus of Nazareth.  
 

A more women-friendly voice in the text presents Martha as the 
householder who welcomes or receives Jesus into her household church. 
This is possibly the voice of a circle of women disciples who preserved 
memories of women like Martha and Mary in less divisive ways. For these 
women disciples, Martha is a generous host who uses her resources for 
the sake of the community. She welcomes those who share faith in Jesus 
and who listen to his words, among them her sister Mary. The designation 
“sister” does not necessarily denote blood relationship. Mary may be one 
among many sisters and brothers in faith who gather to hear the teaching 
of Jesus and to share Martha’s hospitality. According to the narrator, 
Martha is “pulled in every direction” (periespato) by many ministerial tasks 
(peri pollēn diakonian), and most leaders or church workers can 
sympathise with her in this.  There is no indication in this description that 
she is distracted. This is in contrast with the subsequent evaluative 
comments of the Lukan Jesus. Coming from the lips of Jesus, the 
expression “anxious and troubled by many things” services a negative 
interpretation of Martha’s exercise of leadership in the community.  
 

This story is problematic in many ways. It forms part of a broader Lukan 
canvas where women provide the model for leadership but are more often 
than not excluded from its exercise. This is in stark contrast with the ways 
that women are presented elsewhere in the gospels, especially in the 
gospel of John.  
  

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 22 - 28 July 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:    9.30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 

                  10.00am….………Open Door 
  

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 18:20-32 
 Colossians 2:12-14 
 Luke 11:1-13 
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                  July 2019 
20/21 July – First Communion 
29 July – Parish Pastoral Council – Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses this weekend 
- 20 and 21 July 2019.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 
0407 804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Mass for those grieving the loss of a loved one: 
On Thursday August 15, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, at 9 am, Fr Hal Ranger will lead us in a 
celebration of the Eucharist where we wish to bring together all 
those parishioners, together with their family members, who 
have experienced a family bereavement in recent times.  The 
invitation is also extended to anyone in the parish who would like 
to attend.  It is an opportunity to touch our grief and to find 
renewed hope and comfort together.  This is an initiative of the 
Care and Concern ministry, at St Thomas More’s, whose 
members will be providing morning tea following the Mass.  If 
you wish to attend, could you please notify the parish office, 
ph.4635 9555, or phone or text Mary Taylor on 0418 987 195 by 
August 8. 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing.  A person on the Pastoral Council is nominated by 
a member of the Parish and needs to be a baptised Catholic who 
attends St Thomas More’s and who is willing to be recognised 
within our community and to be approachable.  To be able to 
accept nomination, it is important that participation does not take 
from family life.  Family support is vital. 
 

The commitment is to at least one meeting per month (with the 
exception of January) over a period of two years (with an option 
to extend for a third year).  Some ministries require more time 
and on occasion sub-committees are formed.   
 

For more information: see the Parish website page:  
http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45, speak with Pastoral 
Council Members or the Parish Leader.  An Information Night for 
nominees will be held on 29 July at 7pm in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The next Sacramental Program starts at the end of July.  This 
group will celebrate the Sacrament of Penance at the end of 
August this year and Confirmation and Communion in 2019.  
Applications still welcome.  For further details, please contact 
Michael, our Parish Leader, by phone, 4635 9555, mobile, 0407 
804 461, or by email, parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au  
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – Date Claimer: 
Following the success of the Spring Clean Garage Sale last year, 
the Parish Revenue Development Committee are preparing to run 
another one in 2019.  The sale is scheduled for Saturday 7 
September and will also run on the following Saturday 14 
September if needed.  If you are doing the autumn or winter clean 
up, please keep this event in mind.   As happened last year, we 
can pick up items ahead of the sale.  All inquiries can be directed 
to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the members of the 
Committee. 
 

Cashless Donation Point: 
In the near future, we will be setting up a Cashless Donation Point 
in the foyer of the Church. The declining use of cash in favour of 
electronic payments means that someone who is a visitor to our 
Church for Mass or other occasions, for example Baptism, may 
wish to make a donation to the Church, but may not be carrying 
cash.  This will give them the opportunity to make a donation.  
The Cashless Donation Point will be pre-set for $5 and will work 
like any other “tap and go” terminal.    Please note that the 
current Planned Giving and Envelope arrangements, as well as 
the normal Sunday collections, will continue unchanged.  This will 
simply be an option for those who don’t carry cash.  
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

 St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal has now commenced.  Donation envelopes are 
now available in the Church foyer.  
 
 
 
 
 

Position Vacant – Plenary Council Discernment and 
Writing Group Chairs and Members 
As we move into the Listening and Discernment stage of our 
preparation for the Plenary Council 2020, the Bishops 
Commission for the Plenary Council is seeking people who are 
willing to be leaders and partners in the process of discernment.  
Opportunities are available to apply to be the Chair, or to be a 
member, of one of six Discernment and Writing Groups. For more 
information, visit the Office for Employment Relations website 
www.employmentrelations.catholic.org.au  or contact Ms Olivia 
Lee on (02) 9919 7822 or olivia.lee@catholic.org.au.    
Applications close on 22 July 2019. 
 

 Drake’s Supermarket Tags: 
St Vincent de Paul received the amount of $102 from Drakes this 
month so keep on using your tags when shopping at Drakes as 
these funds are a boost for St Vincent de Paul. 
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 

A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for people 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one will be held at the 
Blue Care complex, Middle Ridge commencing Wednesday 31st 
July 9.30am – 11.30am. This is a free, small group program and 
registration is essential. Please contact Margaret Spinks 
0491071787 or bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for 
more information. 
 

Missionary Sisters of Service 75th Anniversary: 
Everyone is invited to join the Sisters at a Diocesan Mass 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of their foundation.  Bishop 
Morris will be the main celebrant at St. Anthony’s parish, Memory 
St. Harristown on Sunday 4th August at 2pm.  Also their coffee 
table commemorative cookbook “Food for the Highways and 
Byways” will be on sale at $40 (cash).  Afternoon tea will be 
provided.  Please RSVP by 27th July.  Contact Sr. Mary Cleary, 
(07) 4634 9786 or email: marycleary5@bigpond.com 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Denis O’Dea.  
Recently Deceased:  Joyce Saldern   
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Robert Flynn, Rev Msgr John Bennett, 
Glad Zeller. 
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Gathering:  Come Together        M. Mangan 
 

Come together, let’s celebrate,  
Sing a joyful song 
We are part of one family  
And God’s love for us is so strong. 
 

Baptised we are called as children of the Lord, 
Gathering here to worship and adore. 
 

Calling us by name, different yet the same. 
Gathering here to praise God’s holy name. 
 

Blest with such great things, 
We come to praise and sing. 
Gathering here with thanks for what God brings. 
© 1993,2014 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   

Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us.  For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Psalm:  You Are the Light           M Mangan 
 

Cantor: You are the light that shows the way 
 You keep me safe, I’m not afraid. 

 You are the light that shows the way, 
I have no fear, you are the light.  
 

All:     Repeat: 
© 2004 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:                             M Mangan 
Alleluia, Alle, Alleluia! 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Listen people to God’s Word, open up your hearts now. 
The Spirit brings God’s message here, listen to God’s 
Word. 
© 1993 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 

The Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord who 

was conceived by the holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried; He descended into hell; on the third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: Lord, hear our prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Gifts: 
 

We Bring These Gifts        M Mangan 
 

We bring these gifts, 

these gifts of bread and wine,  

grain from the fields, fruit of the vine.   
May they be holy in your sight.   
To you, O God, we bring these gifts. 

 
Blessed are you, O God of all creation.   

You have given us this bread.   
Fruit of the earth and work of human hands,  
it will become the Bread of Life. 
 

Blessed are you, O God of all creation.   

You have given us this wine.   
Fruit of the vine and work of human hands,  
it will become the Cup of Life. 
Music & Chorus Text: © 2017 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Holy, Holy: 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Acclamation:  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 
your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Communion:     Given for You                         M. Mangan 
 

Oh take, take and eat, Oh take, take and drink, 
This is my Body, this is my Blood 
Oh eat of this bread and drink from this cup. 

This I have given for you. 
 

We are called to share this table of new life: 
Old and young, weak and strong. 

Come and eat, come and drink from the cup of life. 
Come and lift your voices, join the song. 
 

We are called to share the story of our lives: 
Rich and poor, blind and lame. 
Sharing together in this mystery of life. 
As we gather here in Jesus’ name. 
 

We are called to share the journey of our lives; 

Lost and lonely, broken hearts. 
Bringing our joys and hurts,  
Our hopes and dreams.  
Though one body, we are many parts. 
© 2001 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving:     Love God, Love Each Other     M Mangan 
 

We must love God with all our heart, love God with 
all our soul, love God with all our mind, and love 

each other, love each other, as we love ourselves. 
 

This is the law of God.  This is the way to live. 
This is the Great Commandment, this is the way to live. 
 

Love each other well.  Love God in ev’ry way. 
This is the Great Commandment, live it ev’ry day. 
© 2017 Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e. 

 

Recessional:    Children of the Light                  M Mangan 
 

We gathered here today.  We shared God’s Word, 
We are chosen children of God 

We have been called on to serve. 
 

For we are children of the light, 
Going on our way, keep it burning bright, 

We’ve go to shine our light, 
We’ve got to shine, shine, shine, ev’ry day. 
 

We remembered Jesus’ life as we shared His meal, 
The Spirit sends us out, open our hearts to God’s will. 
© 1993, Litmus Productions, Brisbane Australia 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy [ICEL].  All Rights Reserved.) 
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