
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 13 - 14 July, 2019 

Readings: Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

The present ecological crisis calls us to new ways of being neighbour. We 
used to speak in terms of thinking globally and acting locally. If we are to 
be neighbour in our times, we need to think cosmically as well as globally 
and to act globally as well as locally. Thinking cosmically means 
embracing the entire 14 billion year story of our expanding and evolving 
universe. It means accepting our cosmic identity and our intimate 
connectedness to the whole of creation. Thinking cosmically elicits 
wonder and respect for all created being and especially for God who is 
the Source and the Sustainer of all that exists. Cosmic thinking provides 
a context for acting globally and locally, for being neighbour in our local 
and global environments. 
 

Today’s gospel story is about being neighbour. It foregrounds the human 
characters and their relationships with each other. The lawyer who 
questions Jesus is trying to catch him out. He addresses Jesus as 
“teacher” and Jesus demonstrates that he is indeed a teacher when he 
puts the question back to his interrogator and invites him to answer his 
own question. Like Jesus’ audience, this legal expert knows the Jewish 
law regarding love of God and love of one’s neighbour. He answers 
Jesus’ first question correctly. This leads to another “test” question: “Who 
is my neighbour?” The lawyer would know very well that the neighbour 
for a Jew was another Jewish male.  Jesus responds with a subversive 
story that ends in yet another question: “Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the bandits?”  
The lawyer cannot avoid the obvious answer, though it would cost a 
Jewish legal expert dearly to admit that a Samaritan could be neighbour 
to a Jew in need. Rather than utter the word “Samaritan” he answers 
obliquely, “the one who showed mercy”.  
 

The Samaritan in the story is said to be “moved with compassion”, literally 
“moved in the depths of his being”. The Samaritan befriends the wounded 
traveller and draws on earth resources to care for him: fabric to bind the 
wounds, wine and oil for healing, his “own animal” as transport, finance 
for accommodation, companionship at the inn, provision for ongoing care. 
The story offers the shocking suggestion that a Samaritan knows more 
about love of God and of neighbour than do those who officiate in temple 
worship, namely the priest and the Levite who “pass by”.  
 

Cosmic thinking invites us to focus not just on the human characters from 
different cultures and social strata in this story, but also on the neighbourly 
animal, on the fruit of the vine and of the olive grove and on the silver 
coins formed of material extracted from the earth and engaged as signs 
of compassionate neighbourly love.  It invites us to reverence all of 
creation and the Creator of all that is.  
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 15 - 21 July 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:    9,30am…….Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am...Liturgy of the Word 

                  10.00am….………Open Door 
 

Thursday: 10.30am….Emmaus Prayer 
                  5.30pm.Ordination at St Pat’s 
   

Friday:         9.00am……………… Mass 
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 18:1-10 
 Colossians 1:24-28 
 Luke 10:38-42 
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                  July 2019 
18 July – Ordination of Atom Duncan 
20/21 July – First Communion 
29 July – Parish Pastoral Council – Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses next weekend 
- 20 and 21 July 2019.  Any queries, please contact Michael on 
0407 804 461 or by email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing.  A person on the Pastoral Council is nominated by 
a member of the Parish and needs to be a baptised Catholic who 
attends St Thomas More’s and who is willing to be recognised 
within our community and to be approachable.  To be able to 
accept nomination, it is important that participation does not take 
from family life.  Family support is vital. 
 

The commitment is to at least one meeting per month (with the 
exception of January) over a period of two years (with an option 
to extend for a third year).  Some ministries require more time 
and on occasion sub-committees are formed.   
 

For more information: see the Parish website page:  
http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45, speak with Pastoral 
Council Members or the Parish Leader.  An Information Night for 
nominees will be held on 29 June at 7pm in the Parish Office. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The next Sacramental Program starts at the end of July.  This 
group will celebrate the Sacrament of Penance at the end of 
August this year and Confirmation and Communion in 2019.  
Applications still welcome.  For further details, please contact 
Michael, our Parish Leader, by phone, 4635 9555, mobile, 0407 
804 461, or by email, parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au  
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – Date Claimer: 
Following the success of the Spring Clean Garage Sale last year, 
the Parish Revenue Development Committee are preparing to run 
another one in 2019.  The sale is scheduled for Saturday 7 
September and will also run on the following Saturday 14 
September if needed.  If you are doing the autumn or winter clean 
up, please keep this event in mind.   As happened last year, we 
can pick up items ahead of the sale.  All inquiries can be directed 
to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the members of the 
Committee. 
 

Cashless Donation Point: 
In the near future, we will be setting up a Cashless Donation Point 
in the foyer of the Church. The declining use of cash in favour of 
electronic payments means that someone who is a visitor to our 
Church for Mass or other occasions, for example Baptism, may 
wish to make a donation to the Church, but may not be carrying 
cash.  This will give them the opportunity to make a donation.  
The Cashless Donation Point will be pre-set for $5 and will work 
like any other “tap and go” terminal.    Please note that the 
current Planned Giving and Envelope arrangements, as well as 
the normal Sunday collections, will continue unchanged.  This will 
simply be an option for those who don’t carry cash.  
 

Peter’s Pence Collection: 
Thanks for your generous response to the Peter’s Pence 

Collection.  $654.00 was raised. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Sea Sunday 14 July 2019 
Today is Sea Sunday, when the church prays for all those who 
live and work at sea. You may assist the Apostleship of the Sea 
in their ministry to seafarers through volunteering or donating 
online by credit card, bank transfer or cheque at 
bit.ly/SeaSundayAppeal – or you may simply post us a cheque, 
payable to “Apostleship of the Sea”. Please include your name 
and contact details and send to: Apostleship of the Sea, Sea 
Sunday Appeal 2019, GPO Box 368, Canberra, ACT, 2601. All 
donations above $2 are tax deductable. For more information 
about its work, visit www.aos-australia.org 
 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal has now commenced.  Donation envelopes are 
now available in the Church foyer.  
 
 
 

Position Vacant – Plenary Council Discernment and 
Writing Group Chairs and Members 
As we move into the Listening and Discernment stage of our 
preparation for the Plenary Council 2020, the Bishops 
Commission for the Plenary Council is seeking people who are 
willing to be leaders and partners in the process of discernment.  
Opportunities are available to apply to be the Chair, or to be a 
member, of one of six Discernment and Writing Groups. For more 
information, visit the Office for Employment Relations website 
www.employmentrelations.catholic.org.au  or contact Ms Olivia 
Lee on (02) 9919 7822 or olivia.lee@catholic.org.au.    
Applications close on 22 July 2019. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood – Tom Duncan: 
Bishop Robert McGuckin warmly invites the diocesan community 
to celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of Tom Duncan at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral at 5.30 pm on Thursday 18 July. 
 

Drake’s Supermarket Tags: 
St Vincent de Paul received the amount of $102 from Drakes this 
month so keep on using your tags when shopping at Drakes as 
these funds are a boost for St Vincent de Paul. 
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 

A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for people 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one will be held at the 
Blue Care complex, Middle Ridge commencing Wednesday 31st 
July 9.30am – 11.30am. This is a free, small group program and 
registration is essential. Please contact Margaret Spinks 
0491071787 or bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for 
more information. 
 

Missionary Sisters of Service 75th Anniversary: 
Everyone is invited to join the Sisters at a Diocesan Mass 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of their foundation.  Bishop 
Morris will be the main celebrant at St. Anthony’s parish, Memory 
St. Harristown on Sunday 4th August at 2pm.  Also their coffee 
table commemorative cookbook “Food for the Highways and 
Byways” will be on sale at $40 (cash).  Afternoon tea will be 
provided.  Please RSVP by 27th July.  Contact Sr. Mary Cleary, 
(07) 4634 9786 or email: marycleary5@bigpond.com 
 
Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to find.  
South Street Newsagency now has a new range of beautiful gifts 
available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion and other religious gifts for all occasions including 
statues, crosses and candles. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, Toni 
Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice Lockhart, 
Dodie McGrane, Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, 
Hedy Marshall, Mary Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James 
Babineau, Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros 
Morton, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Denis O’Dea,  
Joyce Saldern. 
Recently Deceased:  Christene Andrews.  
Anniversaries: Enid Mary Bourne, Rev Fr John Clancy, Rev Fr 
Patrick Campbell, Rev Fr Neville Grundy, Rev Fr Joseph Portley. 
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A Reflection on this weekend’s readings by Father Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

The parable of the Good Samaritan, which forms the Gospel for today (Luke 10:25-37), is one of those 
parts of the New Testament concerning which we would have to say that, if it were lacking, 
Christianity would be something else. 

 
Here we encounter something truly distinctive of the teaching of Jesus.  
 
The supplementary question from the lawyer, “And who is my neighbour?”, is hostile (“to test him”). Because Jesus 
has drawn the right response out of him and shown that he really knew the answer to his question about inheriting 
eternal life all along, the lawyer wants “to justify himself” – show that there really is a deeper question lurking there. 
 
Radical reconfiguration 
 
And what an answer he gets! The parable, as Jesus tells it, radically reconfigures both his question and the concept 
“neighbour”. 
 
To see how it does this, let’s look at the parable in itself – that is, as Jesus probably told it, apart from the setting 
it has in Luke’s gospel. The passing-parade, so to speak, of travellers along the road sets up a pattern that builds 
up expectation in those who hear the story. 
 
Representatives of various classes of persons on a journey arrive at the place where the wounded traveller lies 
by the side of the road, see him there and respond. 
 
In the first two cases – those of the religious functionaries, the priest and the Levite – the response is to pass by 
on the other side. They have to avoid contact with the dead or soon-to-be-dead that would prevent them carrying 
out their sacred duties. So, who do we expect the third traveller to be? Probably a Jewish layperson – someone 
who, unlike the others, will pick up the tab, so to speak, do the decent thing by a fellow citizen fallen on bad times. 
But, surprise! surprise! the third person who comes along is not a Jew at all but an enemy, an alien: a Samaritan. 
Surely, he will pass by on the other side! Or, more likely, see if there is anything left to rob, finish the man off, and 
hasten on his way. 
 
Shatters prejudice 
 
Centuries of familiarity with the phrase “Good Samaritan” have dulled us to the oxymoron involved at the time of 
Jesus in putting those two words—“good” and “Samaritan”—together. For Jews Samaritans were not “good” but 
“bad” (cf. John 4:9).  When the story tells how this Samaritan is “moved with compassion” (“moved to the depths 
of his being” would be a more accurate translation of the Greek word) and when it goes on to describe how he 
doesn’t just administer first aid but piles on further help, even paying for long-term care out of his own pocket, it 
shatters long-established stereotyping and prejudice. Here, from this ethnic enemy, comes over-the-top goodness 
and humanity. The story forces the hearers to put together the previously opposed ideas “good” and “Samaritan”. 
Something like what it would mean to us to say “good terrorist”, “good drug dealer”, and so on. 
 
See the person 
 
The story shows that the Samaritan does not see a conventional label – “Jew” – hanging round the neck of the 
wounded traveller. He has broken through the labels, on which old hostilities are pegged. He sees simply a fellow 
human being in need of help.  This vision lies at the heart of the idea of “neighbour” that Jesus is trying to transform.  
What does it really mean to be “a neighbour”? Before any action it has to do with attitude and with how I see 
another person. Do I see primarily an ethnic, cultural, social or occupational tag? Or do I go through all these 
surface things and see, first and foremost, and with compassion, a fellow human being? So, it is not only what the 
Samaritan does that is exemplary. It is where he starts from that constitutes the real challenge. 
 
Moreover, in reply to the lawyer, Jesus has taken the concept “neighbour” and shifted it from being a tag that I 
may or may not apply to another, to being a quality or a vocation that I take upon myself and actively live out. As 
stated above, the whole frame of reference has shifted from, “Who is my neighbour?”, to “To whom can I/ought I 
be neighbour?” Just people like me? Or also people who are not like me, not “one of us” at all. The “way to eternal 
life” is to allow oneself to become in this way an active instrument of the boundary-breaking hospitality of God. 
 
The First Reading, from Deuteronomy 30:10-14, admirably sets up the Gospel with its sense that we do not have 
to go far to fulfil what God wants. The “word is near” in the sense that it begins with the attitude I have to those 
around me. It is, first of all, “in my mouth, in my heart”. 

(This reflection from Australian Catholics, 4 July 2019, is reproduced with permission from the publisher.) 



Gathering:  Praise to You, O Christ         B. Farrell 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us to be servants; 
You are the Word whose only law is love; 
You are the Word-made-flesh who lives among us: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who binds us and unites us; 
You are the Word who calls us to be one; 

You are the Word who teaches us forgiveness: 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
© 1986, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under 
ONE LICENCE #A-62451e   
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                         C Smith  

Response:    
Turn to the Lord in your need; and you will live. 
 

This is my prayer for your favour. 
In your great love answer me. 
Lord, come to our help for your love is kind; 
Turn to me with compassion that never ends. 
 

As for me in my poverty and pain 
Let your help raise me up, O Lord. 
With a song I will praise God’s name. 
To him I will give glory and thanksgiving. 
 
The poor when they see it will be glad, 
Those hearts seeking God will revive. 
For the Lord hears the cry of the poor 
And does not spurn his servants in their chains. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
You are near to all, Compassionate God. 
 

Acclamation:    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord until you come again. 

 

Preparation of the gifts:                                    M Herry 

Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You are our bread, broken and shared. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? Yours are the words of life. 
© 2000 Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 
 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 

 

 

Communion: Love Is His Word                             L Connaughton 
 

Love is his word, love is his way, feasting with all, fasting alone, 
Living and dying, rising again, Love, only love, is his way.    
 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 
 

Love is his way, love is his mark, sharing his last Pass-over feast, 
Christ at his table, host to the twelve, Love, only love, is his mark.    
 

Love is his mark, love is his sign,  
Bread for our strength, wine for our joy. 
‘This is my body, this is my blood,’ Love, only love, is his sign.   
 

Love is his sign, love is his news, ‘Do this,’ he said, ‘lest you forget 
All my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.’  
Love, only love, is his news. Chorus 
 

Love is his news, love is his name,  
We are his own, chosen and called, 
Family, brethren, cousins and kin, Love, only love, is his name. 

 

Love is his name, love is his law.  
Hear his command, all who are his: 
‘Love one another, I have loved you.’ Love, only love, is his law. 
 

Love is his law, love is his word:   
Love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
Love of the Spirit, God ever one. Love, only love, is his word.  
© 1970, McCrimmon Publishing Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence  
#A-62451e           
  

Thanksgiving: Heart of Jesus, Heart of Mercy        M Herry       

I will take you from the nations and gather you from the world; 
I will bring you into your own land 
And you shall be my people and I will be your God, 
And in mercy, my love will hold the world. 
 

Give us new hearts, O Lord Give us new hearts, O Lord 
Give us hearts of flesh; Remove our hearts of stone. 
 

Through your spirit deep within us, we become your loving face, 
And our grasping hands will open in compassion 
And our frowning eyes will widen to see and know again 
All the beauty in ev’ry human heart. 
 

Heart of Jesus, heart of mercy, loving face of God revealed. 
You proclaimed the word, ‘not sacrifice but mercy’. 

For in you we see the Father who longs for our return, 
Ever faithful his covenant of love. 
© 2015 Michael Herry, Administered by Willow Publishing Pty Ltd. All rights reserved.  Used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Recessional:  Hymn to Christ                           F Andersen 
 

Christ, the visible expression of our God! We praise you! 
Long before Creation He existed and was Lord! We praise you. 
 

And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of All! 
And therefore, He is rightly called, Lord of all! 
 

Deep in him the Principle from which all life began! We praise you! 
Centre point of history, God’s reconciling plan! We praise you! 
© 1979, Chevalier Music. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
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