
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C: 29 - 30 June, 2019 

Readings: 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9: 51-62 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Gary Cohen’s film, Judah & Mohammad, depicts the separate lives of 
two teenage school boys, one a Jewish Israeli and the other a 
Palestinian Arab. Judah and Mohammad have never met and are 
unlikely ever to do so. They are near neighbours, but their lives are 
separated by a “security wall” that keeps them and their people 
effectively separated and suspicious of each other, despite the desire 
for peace of many on both sides of the wall. Sandy Tolan’s heart-
wrenching novel, The Lemon Tree, tells a similar story of women on 
either side of the same divide. Both film and novel reflect a 
contemporary story of hostility between Israelis and Palestinians that 
more or less replicates the relationship between Jews and Samaritans 
in the first century.  
 

Jesus and his Galilean Jewish friends could hardly have expected a 
gracious welcome, though they may have been welcomed had Jesus 
planned to stay and worship in the temple on Mt. Gerizim, the centre 
of Samaritan life and worship. The problem for the Samaritans is 
Jesus’ decision to use Samaritan territory simply as a staging post on 
his journey to Jerusalem, the heart of Jewish life and worship. The 
Samaritans “did not receive him because his face was set towards 
Jerusalem”, centre of Jewish life and worship. 
  

James and John have an excessively violent reaction to the 
unwelcoming Samaritans: “Do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?" The force of this question 
can easily be lost. James and John have heard Jesus telling them to 
love their enemies, to do good to those who hate them, bless those 
who curse them, and pray for those who mistreat them (Luke 6:27-
28). And yet they want to call down fire on those who do not receive 
him. Jesus makes it clear that violence is not the way of God's prophet, 
even in the face of rejection. He has no word of condemnation for the 
villagers who failed to receive him. He simply turns and rebukes his 
two disciples and moves on to another village.  
 

There is a sense of relentlessness in this passage. Jesus has “set his 
face to Jerusalem” and there is no turning back for him or for those 
who join him on the journey. In the company of his disciples, Jesus 
now moves inexorably to Jerusalem where he will be “lifted up” in 
death and exaltation. Bringing the good news and establishing God’s 
reign of peace on our planetary home is the purpose of the journey. 
We are invited to enter into that journey with all its demands. There is 
no room on this journey for violence or for clinging to familiar 
securities. If we are serious about saving our planetary home, we must 
relinquish the certainties we have known and be prepared to “set our 
faces” towards whatever it takes to ensure God’s reign of peace in our 
common home.  
  

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 1 – 7 July 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm……….PPC Meeting 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     7.00am………..Men’s Group 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
                     10.00am….……Open Door 
   12.30pm….Music Planning 
 

Thursday 10.00am.….Emmaus Prayer 
   

Friday:         9.00am….…Anointing Mass 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Isaiah 66:10-14 
 Galatians 6:14-18 
 Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 
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                  July 2019 
1 July – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
5 July – Anointing Mass 9.00am 
6/7 July – Fr Hal Ranger 60 Years of Priesthood Celebration 
13 July – Car Boot Sale 
20/21 July – First Communion 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
 

Cashless Donation Point: 
In the near future, we will be setting up a Cashless Donation Point 
in the foyer of the Church. The declining use of cash in favour of 
electronic payments means that someone who is a visitor to our 

Church for Mass or other occasions, for example Baptism, may 
wish to make a donation to the Church, but may not be carrying 
cash.  This will give them the opportunity to make a donation.  
The Cashless Donation Point will be pre-set for $5 and will work 
like any other “tap and go” terminal.    Please note that the 
current Planned Giving and Envelope arrangements, as well as 
the normal Sunday collections, will continue unchanged.  This will 
simply be an option for those who don’t carry cash.  We will keep 
you updated. 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 5 July at 9.00am.  All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to assist 
with transport so that as many as possible may experience the 
blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance 
to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern 
Group.   
 

Car Boot Sale July 13: 
The Parish Revenue Development Committee is organising a Car 
Boot Sale for Saturday 13 July 2019 starting from 7 am.  Sites 
will be available at a cost of $20 for cars or $25 for gazebo/market 
stall set ups.  There will be a sausage sizzle on the day and tea 
and coffee will be available.  Please spread the word.  All inquiries 
can be directed to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the 
members of the Committee. 
 

First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 20 and 21 July 2019.  Any queries, please contact 
Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing. 
A person on the Pastoral Council is nominated by a member of 
the Parish and needs to be a baptised Catholic who attends St 
Thomas More’s and who is willing to be recognised within our 
community and to be approachable.  To be able to accept 
nomination, it is important that participation does not take from 
family life.  Family support is vital. 
The commitment is to at least one meeting per month (with the 
exception of January) over a period of two years (with an option 
to extend for a third year).  Some ministries require more time 
and on occasion sub-committees are formed.  More information 
about the Parish Council is available on the Parish website at the 
following page: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45 
Please speak with Pastoral Council Members – past and present 
– or the Parish Leader for more information. 
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – Date Claimer: 

Following the success of the Spring Clean Garage Sale last 
year, the Parish Revenue Development Committee are 
preparing to run another one in 2019.  The sale is scheduled 
for Saturday 7 September and will also run on the following 
Saturday 14 September if needed.  If you are doing the 
autumn or winter clean up, please keep this event in mind.   
As happened last year, we can pick up items ahead of the 
sale.  All inquiries can be directed to Michael at the Parish  
Office or to any of the members of the Committee. 
 

Celebrating Fr Hal Ranger’s 60 years as a Priest: 
We will have an opportunity to celebrate with Fr Hal on the 
weekend of 6 and 7 July when he will celebrate both the Masses 
here at St Thomas More’s.  We are proposing to celebrate with 
him at both Masses – with wine and cheese after 6 pm Mass on 
Saturday (cheese platters would be most welcome) and morning 
tea after 8.30 am Mass on Sunday (a plate of food to share would 
be most welcome).   

Baptisms: 
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Olivia 
May O’Reilly daughter of Scott and Jaimie O’Reilly. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal has now commenced.  Donation envelopes are 

now available in the Church foyer. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood – Tom Duncan: 
Date: 18/7/19 Thursday: Time: 5:30pm 
Location: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba 
Bishop Robert McGuckin warmly invites the diocesan community 
to celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of Tom Duncan. 
 

Jubilee Celebration of Priestly Ordination:  
On Wednesday 10 July 2019 at 10.30am a Jubilee Celebration of 
Priestly Ordination will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral to honour 
Fr Hal Ranger (60 years of priesthood), Bishop Bill Morris and Fr 
Brian Connolly (both 50 years of priesthood).  All welcome to 
attend. 
 

Cent Sale:  
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are holding their Cent 
Sale on WEDNESDAY JULY 10.  It will be held at ALL SEASONS 
FUNCTION HALL, North and Tor Sts TOOWOOMBA.  Doors open 
at 8.30am for a 9.30 start. Entry fee of $5 includes Morning Tea, 
Lucky Door and a Free Sheet of Tickets. Raffle Prizes include meat 
and fruit trays and more.  Proceeds go to Charity.  For further 
information contact the Sisters on 46321818. 
 

Blue Care Grief and Loss Program: 

A Blue Care Grief and Loss Program to provide support for people 
who have experienced the loss of a loved one will be held at the 
Blue Care complex, Middle Ridge commencing Wednesday 31st 
July 9.30am – 11.30am. The free program runs for two hours 
each week for eight weeks and provides information, practical 
advice and effective coping skills as well as social and emotional 
support. This is a small group program and registration is 
essential. Please contact Margaret Spinks 0491071787 or 
bluecare.grief.loss@gmail.com to register or for more 
information 
 

St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba Date Claimer: 
St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba is being re-formed, with all 
Past Students invited to re-join by contacting the College.  The 

first function will be a dinner evening at the College on Friday 
26th July 2019.  Cost will be $25 p/p. 
The new Committee would love to see as many Past Students as 
possible at this function thereby supporting the restart of the Past 
Students Association.  Please contact the College on 46327611 
or email on: - stursulaspsaa@gmail.com re attending the first 
function on Friday 26th July. Also check out St Ursula’s College 
Toowoomba Past Students & Associates on Facebook. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Maria Hunter-
Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy Marshall, Mary 
Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 

Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros Morton, Monica 
Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Denis O’Dea. 
Recently Deceased: Patty Howard 
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Australian bishops meet Pope Francis, pray at St Peter’s tomb 

Pope Francis has given his apostolic blessing to the Australian Catholic bishops and encouraged them to 
explore new ways of being missionary in Australia at this time. 

Almost 40 Australian bishops today met with Pope Francis for more than two hours on Monday June 24 as part 
of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit, translated as “To the Threshold of the Apostles”. It was a high point of a 
memorable first day of the Ad Limina, which began with the bishops celebrating Mass at the tomb of St Peter. 

“To celebrate the Eucharist at the tomb of Peter and then to engage in pastoral dialogue with his successor was 
a unique and grace-filled way to start our week in Rome,” Australian Catholic Bishops Conference President 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge said. 

The bishops raised with Pope Francis a number of topics that are of deep concern to the Catholic Church in 
Australia. 

Among them were the Church’s work to eliminate child sexual abuse and to accompany survivors of abuse, the 
bishops’ desire to support and minister to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the hopes for the 
Plenary Council and the need to find new ways of witnessing to Jesus Christ in Australian society in a time of 
change. 

“There was an ease and a fraternal warmth in the way Pope Francis spoke and an attentiveness in his listening 
to the questions the bishops asked,” Archbishop Coleridge said. 

“For a man of his years, the Holy Father’s energy through a long and complex conversation was amazing.” 

Conference vice president Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP said the meeting with Pope Francis was “moving and 
deeply encouraging”. He said it showed the benefit of the Petrine ministry, “of being our solid ‘rock’ and 
‘confirming the brethren’”. 

“The Holy Father clearly understood our situation in Australia. It was a real moment of grace,” Archbishop Fisher 
said. 

Bishop Charles Gauci, the most recently ordained of the Australian bishops, having become Bishop of Darwin 
last September, said he was “deeply impressed” by Pope Francis. 

“I was impressed by his humanity, his compassion, his sense of collegiality, his passion for working with all the 
people of God in a synodal Church and his true commitment to the Gospel,” Bishop Gauci said. 

“I felt a deep sense of connection with the Holy Father as a fellow member of the College of Bishops, as bishops 
in service of the People of God and in partnership with the People of God.” 

Melbourne Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli posted on social media that the meeting with the Holy Father was “an 
extraordinary conversation, brother to brothers”. He said it was “spiritually intense, deeply honest, pastorally 
astute, free and frank”. 

The Ad Limina visit finished on Friday, June 28. The Australian bishops followed their meeting with Pope Francis 
by meeting over the following few days with the various departments of the Holy See with responsibilities for 
different aspects of Church life.  These included the Congregation for Bishops, the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith and the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors. 
 
(The above material from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Blog gives us a brief insight into the recent 
visit by 40 Australian Bishops, including Bishops of the Eastern Catholic Rites, to Rome particularly for the 
purpose of meeting as a group with Pope Francis.)(The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Blog can be 

accessed via the following link: https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/) 
 

Plenary Council 2020 

Copies of an update on the Plenary Council are available in the Church Foyer.  Please pick one up on your way 

out after Mass. 

https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/


Gathering:  The Summons   JL Bell 

 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
© 1987, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 

LICENCE #A-62451e 
    

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                         C Smith  

Response:   You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: “You are my God.” 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
It is you yourself who are my prize. 
 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
Who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
Since he is at my right hand I shall stand firm. 
 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
Even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
Nor let your beloved know decay. 
 

You will show me the path of life,  
The fullness of joy in your presence, 

At your right hand happiness forever. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Renew us in heart and spirit, Holy God. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Preparation of the gifts:                     M Herry 
Lord, we come to your table 
Lord, we hear your word 
Lord, you are our bread of life 
And we the Body of Christ. 
© 2000 Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 

Communion: Lord, To Whom Shall We Go?       M Herry   
 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You are our bread, broken and shared. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Yours are the words of life. 
 

Our fathers ate, yet their hunger remained. 
Their hearts were not satisfied. 
 

O Lord, you feed us with the finest of wheat, 
our pledge of eternal life. 
 

The bread you give is the living bread, 
Your flesh for the life of the world. 
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp for my steps, 
A light for my path of life.   
 

In my father’s house there are many rooms, 
And I go to prepare you a home. 
 

Come, you whom my Father has blessed. 
Enter the joy of the Lord. 
© 1993, Text & Tune Michael Herry. Administered by Willow Publishing.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e           
   

Thanksgiving:   Seek Ye First                            K Lafferty 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you: 
Seek and ye shall find; 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia, 
© 1972 Maranatha! Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A-62451e 
   

Recessional:  The Summons   JL Bell 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen? 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world 
around. 
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me. 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same, 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
© 1987, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 

LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

 
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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