
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
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Trinity Sunday Year C: 15 - 16 June, 2019 

Readings: Proverbs 8:22-31; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

  
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

The opening sentence of today’s gospel touches something very deep 
in human experience. Jesus tells his disciples: "I still have many things 
to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” In John’s gospel, Jesus 
is depicted as sensitive to the anguish of his friends and to their limited 
capacity to absorb the enormity of what was happening to him and to 
them. There was only so much they could “bear” as the inevitability of 
Jesus’ death dawned on them. They will come to understand who he 
is and what he has taught them, but only through the power of God’s 
“Spirit of truth” who will guide them into “all the truth”. This has a 
particular resonance at a time when “truth-telling” is so often 
compromised in political circles. 
 
As we think back on our own lives and tell stories of the past, we 
realize how little we understood of what was happening in our world 
and in our own lives at the time of the events we recount. We become 
wiser with the knowledge of hindsight, even if we never fully 
understand. As Christians, we credit any insight and understanding 
we may have to the power of God’s Spirit at work in our lives. We 
believe in the Triune God and, along with the whole Earth community, 
we are caught up into a wonderful dynamism of Trinitarian life.  
 
No one image can capture the mystery of God’s dynamic Trinitarian 
existence. Since God is neither male nor female, it is important to 
remember that the traditional male language of Father, Son and Spirit 
is one way of imaging the Trinity and is not to be absolutized or taken 
as a literal description of God who is three in one.  
 
Perichoresis, a Greek term suggestive of dancing or of figures 
interweaving, is one of the earliest and probably one of the most 
striking images used to explain this Trinitarian life of God. The life that 
is in God is three and yet one in a totally harmonious dance of equals. 
The wonder is that we are invited to join the dance. Trinity Sunday is 
the day that we set aside to celebrate who God is in Godself and who 
God is in relation to everything that exists. We celebrate the nearness 
of the Triune God who draws us as participants into the dance of life 
and love. The Spirit of truth guides us “into all the truth”. We continue 
to listen to the Spirit so that we might understand more fully the “things 
that are to come” and the relatedness we are called to live. The dance 
of Trinitarian love casts out hatred and enmity and wanton destruction. 
It calls us to live in harmony with one another and with the whole of 
the Earth community and, inspired by the Spirit of Truth, to reclaim 
truth in public life.  

  
(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

Parish Diary: 17 - 23 June, 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…....Faith Education 
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 7.00pm……………...PRDC 
   

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
                     10.00am….……Open Door 
 

Thursday 10.00……..Emmaus Prayer 
 7.00pm……..Social Justice 
    

Friday:          9.00am…………….…Mass 
                     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

Body and Blood of Christ -  Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Genesis 14:18-20 
 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 Luke 9:11-17 
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                  June 2019 
24 June – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
28 June – School Breaks Up 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
 

Cashless Donation Point: 
In the near future, we will be setting up a Cashless Donation Point 
in the foyer of the Church. The declining use of cash in favour of 
electronic payments means that someone who is a visitor to our 
Church for Mass or other occasions, for example Baptism, may 
wish to make a donation to the Church, but may not be carrying 
cash.  This will give them the opportunity to make a donation.  

The Cashless Donation Point will be pre-set for $5 and will work 
like any other “tap and go” terminal.    Please note that the 
current Planned Giving and Envelope arrangements, as well as 
the normal Sunday collections, will continue unchanged.  This will 
simply be an option for those who don’t carry cash.  We will keep 
you updated. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The next Sacramental Program starts with a Parent Information 
Session on Wednesday 26 June – come at either 9.00 am or 7.00 
pm - in the Parish Office.  This group will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Penance this year and Confirmation and Communion in 2019.  
For further details, please contact Michael, our Parish Leader, by 
phone, 4635 9555, mobile, 0407 804 461, or by email, 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au Parents who have 
previously contacted Michael to be part of the Program will 
receive a direct communication.   
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 5 July at 9.00am.  All 
welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to assist 
with transport so that as many as possible may experience the 
blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards there will be a chance 
to meet up over a cup of tea provided by the Care and Concern 
Group.   
 

Car Boot Sale July 13: 
The Parish Revenue Development Committee is organising a Car 
Boot Sale for Saturday 13 July 2019 starting from 7 am.  Sites 
will be available at a cost of $20 for cars or $25 for gazebo/market 
stall set ups.  There will be a sausage sizzle on the day and tea 
and coffee will be available.  Please spread the word.  All inquiries 
can be directed to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the 
members of the Committee. 
 

First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 20 and 21 July 2019.  Any queries, please contact 
Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing. 
A person on the Pastoral Council is nominated by a member of 

the Parish and needs to be a baptised Catholic who attends St 
Thomas More’s and who is willing to be recognised within our 
community and to be approachable.  To be able to accept 
nomination, it is important that participation does not take from 
family life.  Family support is vital. 
The commitment is to at least one meeting per month (with the 
exception of January) over a period of two years (with an option 
to extend for a third year).  Some ministries require more time 
and on occasion sub-committees are formed.  More information 
about the Parish Council is available on the Parish website at the 
following page: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45 
Please speak with Pastoral Council Members – past and present 
– or the Parish Leader for more information. 
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – Date Claimer: 

Following the success of the Spring Clean Garage Sale last 

year, the Parish Revenue Development Committee are 
preparing to run another one in 2019.  The sale is scheduled 
for Saturday 7 September and will also run on the following 
Saturday 14 September if needed.  If you are doing the 
autumn or winter clean up, please keep this event in mind.   
As happened last year, we can pick up items ahead of the 
sale.  All inquiries can be directed to Michael at the Parish  
Office or to any of the members of the Committee. 
 

Peters Pence Collection: 
Bishop Robert has asked that all parishes take up the annual 
Peters Pence Collection on the weekend nearest to the Solemnity 
of Saints Peter and Paul, which is on 29 June.  We will take up 
the collection as an extra collection at both Masses on the 
weekend of 29 and 30 June.  The proceeds of this collection are 
sent to Rome and enable Pope Francis to assist the most 
disadvantaged in emergency situations, including victims of war, 
oppression and disasters. 
 

Baptisms: 
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Toby Neal 

Sheather son of Glen and Danielle Sheather and Georgie 
Alejandra Kruger daughter of Matthew and Paola Kruger. 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal has now commenced.  Donation envelopes are 

now available in the Church foyer. 
 

Warwick Festival of Male Voice Praise: 
The Festival will be held on 22 June at 2.30pm, Warwick Town 
Hall, 72 Palmerin Street.  Enjoy and afternoon of Sacred Choral 
Music as the choir presents a program of inspiring arrangements.  
See flyer on Church noticeboard. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood – Tom Duncan: 
Date: 18/7/19 Thursday: Time: 5:30pm 
Location: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba 
Bishop Robert McGuckin warmly invites the diocesan community 
to celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of Tom Duncan. 
 

Jubilee Celebration of Priestly Ordination:  
On Wednesday 10 July 2019 at 10.30am a Jubilee Celebration of 
Priestly Ordination will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral.  All 
welcome to attend. 
 

St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba Date Claimer: 
St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba is being re-formed, with all 
Past Students invited to re-join by contacting the College.  The 
first function will be a dinner evening at the College on Friday 
26th July 2019.  Cost will be $25 p/p. 
 

The new Committee would love to see as many Past Students as 
possible at this function thereby supporting the restart of the Past 
Students Association.  The new Principal – Mrs Tanya Appleby is 
very supportive of the move to reform the Past Pupils Association 
and your support to achieving this goal would be much 
appreciated by all concerned.  Please contact the College on 
46327611 or email on:- stursulaspsaa@gmail.com re attending 
the first function on Friday 26th July. Also check out St Ursula’s 
College Toowoomba Past Students & Associates on Facebook. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews,  Maria Hunter-
Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy Marshall, Mary 
Buttin, Rev Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, Mort 
Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros Morton, Monica 
Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Patty Howard. 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr John Sinnott, Bill Darmody, Edgar 
Joseph Perry. 
Recently Deceased: Rev Fr Pat Hall, Bridie Lynam (Ireland), 

John Brown. 
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As we move into the second stage of the Plenary Council journey, we continue to seek 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Beginning in July 2019, we are called to reflect on 
Scripture, Church teaching and our contemporary situation in order to discern the answer 
to this question: How is God calling us to be a Christ-centred Church in Australia that is 
Missionary and Evangelising, Inclusive, Participatory and Synodal, Prayerful and 
Eucharistic, Humble, Healing and Merciful, A Joyful, Hope-filled and Servant 
Community, Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform? 

The fruits of what is discerned during this time will help shape the agenda of the first session of the Plenary Council 
in October 2020.  The 6 key National Themes for Discernment are explained in more detail below: 
 

1. Missionary and Evangelising: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who shared a passion for participating in the missionary 
nature of the Church and desire stronger support, involvement and formation among all the baptised who make 
up the Church. The data also identified the need to reach out and communicate more effectively and to find new 
ways of living and proclaiming the Gospel in Australia today. There was a call for the strengthening of leadership 
and ministries in parishes and schools, training to equip leaders for ministry, pastoral support for various groups 
within parish and faith communities, and a desire for a unified voice in engaging social issues such as life and 
religious freedom. 

2. Inclusive, Participatory and Synodal: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a desire for individuals and groups within 
and also beyond the Church to find a better welcome and be incorporated more into her life and mission. There 
was a call to renew forms of governance and leadership in the Church, to find ways formally and informally of 
being co-responsible for ministry and mission, seeking structures and processes of collaboration, shared decision-
making and financial co-responsibility in order to enable this greater involvement of lay people particularly of 
women, young people, people of diverse cultural backgrounds and people with disabilities. There was an 
expressed need for stronger connections across the many parts of the Church, and with other Christian traditions. 

3. Prayerful and Eucharistic: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who shared how deeply they treasured the Eucharist 
and the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church. There was a call for stronger and more engaging preaching, 
with an emphasis on the Word of God and connection to daily life, some seeking a uniquely Australian expression 
of prayer and Eucharistic celebration, drawing from the wisdom and rituals of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and also bringing together the many migrant communities which make up the Church in Australia. 
There were many divergent expressions of ways in which people and communities encounter God through their 
experiences of prayer, music and liturgy, and a desire for catechesis, training and formation for those in ministries 
related to these. 

4. Humble, Healing and Merciful: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a deep and faith-filled trust in God and 
a need for lament and healing within the Church, acknowledging the sexual abuse crisis as a turning point for the 
Church in Australia. It identified the need for relationship and reconciliation among many within the Catholic 
community, and with the wider Australian society, particularly with Australia’s First Peoples and with all of creation. 
A desire was expressed for stronger prayer and sacramental life and more effective outreach to those who seek 
healing, as a renewed openness to and sign of God’s mercy. 

5. A Joyful, Hope-filled and Servant Community: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a yearning for the Church to be a sign 
of God’s kingdom for all people in Australia – to be able to see the Catholic Church in action, and to recognise 
Jesus. There was an expression of faith-filled hope in the capacity of the Catholic community to celebrate together, 
to show what it is to be a follower of Christ and to be loved unconditionally by God. There was a call to contemplate 
the Gospel call to be a servant Church for the good of all people in Australia – particularly for refugees and asylum 
seekers and other people who are vulnerable or at risk. Many responses called for greater sharing of the story of 
the good works done by so many people and organisations of the Church. Some responses expressed a hunger 
for strong witness of faith, especially by priests, young people and female leaders in parish and school ministries. 

6. Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform: 
This theme is inspired by the voices of the People of God who expressed a desire to do things differently in 
response to Christ and the experience of our people, accepting that faithfulness to tradition requires change that 
is both personal and communal. Respondents also affirmed the important role of the clergy, expressing their 
appreciation for their vocation and recognising the need for support and ongoing formation and accompaniment. 
Some asked for a consideration of alternative approaches to ordained ministry, some for a greater inclusion of 
laity and different groups in the Church’s life, some for new models of governance and leadership, and some for 
a renewed fidelity to the Church’s teachings. There was also a call for a renewed life of prayer and communion 
with one another, including understanding the many different ways in which we encounter God and experience a 
conversion of heart. 

(More information is available at the website: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/  and information will be shared 
as it becomes available about how the next stage of the process will happen.) 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


Gathering:  Creator And Poet    S Sears 
 

Father and mother, creator and poet, 
Speaking your wisdom in forest and glade: 
Telling your glory in ocean and river 
Pouring your pleasure on all you have made. 
 

Christ of the cosmos, you sang into being, 
Galaxies spinning through measureless space, 
Coming among us and sharing our weakness, 
Singing your songs of redemption and grace. 
 

Spirit, you danced at the dawn of creation, 
Rising, rejoicing on jubilant wings. 
Yours is the rhythm of cycle and season, 
Yours is the heartbeat of all living things. 
© 1993 Sandra Sears CSBC.  Published by Willow Connections. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                         C Smith  

Response: O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name  

 in all the earth. 
 

When I see the heavens, the work of your hands 
The moon and the stars which you arranged, 
What are we that you should keep us in mind, 
Mortal men and women that you care for them? 

 

Yet you have made us little less than gods; 
And crowned us with glory and honour, 
Gave us power over the works of your hands, 
Put all things under our feet. 

 

All of them, sheep and cattle, 
Yes, even the savage beasts, 
Birds of the air, and fish 
That make their way through the waters. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
May the Spirit of God fill our hearts. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion: Seed, Scattered and Sown      
D Feiten/E Gunnison/R Miller 

Seed, scattered and sown,  
Wheat, gathered and grown, 
Bread, broken and shared as one, 
The Living Bread of God 
Vine, fruit of the land,  
Wine, work of our hands, 
One cup that is shared by all; 

The Living Cup, the Living Bread of God. 
 

Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord? 
Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ out poured? 
 

The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 
The seed within good ground will flower and have life. 
 

As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown, 
So may the church of God be gathered into one. 
© Ekklesia Music, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e 
   

Thanksgiving:   The Trinity Song         F Andersen 
 

Father in my life I see You are God who walks with me! 
You hold my life in Your hands! Close beside You I will stand! 
I give all my life to You! Help me Father to be true! 
 

Jesus in my life I see You are God who walks with me! 
You hold my life in Your hands! Close beside You I will stand! 
I give all my life to You! Help me Jesus to be true! 
 

Spirit in my life I see You are God who walks with me! 
You hold my life in Your hands! Close beside You I will stand! 
I give all my life to You!  Help me Spirit to be true!  
Tune: © 1979, Chevalier Music.©. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-
62451e 
 

Recessional:  How Shall I Call You?           R Mann 
 

How shall I call you? Maker of heaven, 
Poet of sunset and painter of sky; 
Father Almighty, who’s running to find us, 
Giving his son who must suffer and die. 
 

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit: 
Let’s sing it again and again. 
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

How shall I call you? Spirit of comfort, 
Cloud in the daytime and fire in the night; 
Guide as we wander, protector in danger, 
List’ner and helper and giver of sight. 
©1977 Robin Mann, South Australia.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 

                
 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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