
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Pentecost Sunday Year C: 8 - 9 June, 2019 

Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Romans 8:8-17; John 14:15-16, 23-26 

  
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal:................ Michael Cash 
APRE: .......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Pentecost Sunday is sometimes called the birthday of the Church. For 
the ancient Israelites, Pentecost (meaning ‘fiftieth’) was a harvest 
festival celebrated fifty days after the harvesting of the first sheaf. 
When the Jerusalem temple was built, this harvest festival was 
transformed into a pilgrimage feast to celebrate the covenant that 
Israel had made with God on Mt Sinai. The Jews of the first century, 
including Christian Jews, celebrated the great pilgrimage feast of 
Pentecost. Several decades after the death of Jesus, the early 
Christians reflected on their origins and chose this feast to mark the 
birth of God’s new covenant with God’s people.  
 

In today’s first reading (Acts 2:1-11), Luke tells the new Pentecost 
story in symbolic language that evokes the story of Moses and the 
people of Israel receiving God’s Law on Mt. Sinai. Just as God’s 
presence to Israel was marked by earthquake and thunder and fire, so 
God’s Spirit enveloping the people of the new covenant appears in a 
mighty rush of wind and tongues of fire. Luke’s account also evokes 
early rabbinic teaching that the voice of God on Sinai divided into 
seventy tongues and all the nations received the Law in their own 
tongues. In other words, the dispersion and division created by the 
hubris of those who built the Tower of Babel is symbolically reversed 
with this outpouring of God’s Spirit. 
 

For the content of the new covenant, we turn to the gospel reading 
from John 20:19-23. The risen Christ appears to the disciples huddled 
behind locked doors. He “shows them his hands and his side”. In other 
words, he provides incontrovertible evidence that he is the crucified 
one. He offers the simple greeting: “Peace be with you,” the greeting 
we offer each other at every Eucharistic celebration. The disciples 
respond with joy. He sends them on a mission of peace in continuity 
with his own God-inspired mission. He breathes on them the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and tells them that God will forgive those whom they 
forgive, and will “retain” or “seize hold of” the sins or transgressions of 
those whose sins or transgressions they “retain”.  
 

To seize hold of evil-doing is to expose it and deal with it. Sometimes 
it is best to forgive and simply allow everyone to move on. In other 
situations, amnesty only exacerbates the problems. Much of the 
enduring conflict in our world derives from the inability of ordinary 
people and of leaders to know how to deal with transgression. The 
Holy Spirit is the unique source of our power to forgive, of our power 
to refrain from vengeance, and of our capacity to deal with or “seize 
hold of” the sins of the perpetrators of violence and abuse in our 
Church and in our world. Let us pray that the Spirit will guide us in the 
way of truth and give us the courage to deal with evil-doing in our 
midst. 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 10 - 16 June, 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am……................Mass 
 7.00pm………..…St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…....Faith Education 
 2.00pm……..Liturgy Group  
 5.30pm……..………...Mass 
 7.00pm……..School Board 
   

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
                     10.00am….……Open Door 
    

Friday:          9.00am…………….…Mass 
                     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

Trinity Sunday -  Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Proverbs 8:22-31 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15 
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                  June 2019 
24 June – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
28 June – School Breaks Up 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
 

Blessing and Display of Multicultural Banner: 
In 2018 a number of people agreed to decorate squares to be 
combined into a banner to highlight the cultural diversity of our 
Parish Community.  The banner has now been completed and will 
be blessed and displayed at this weekend masses. 
 
First Communion: 
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 20 and 21 July 2019.  Any queries, please contact 
Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Family Mass – Saturday 15 June at 6 pm: 
This year we continue to build and maintain a strong relationship 
between Parish and School with a number of weekends through 
the year when we invite and welcome families from the school 
community to join us for Mass, with children given the 
opportunity to participate in the different parts of the Mass.  Our 
next Mass for this year will be at 6.00 pm on Saturday 15 June.   
We look forward to warmly welcoming families from the school 
that night.  We will share wine and cheese after Mass.  Donations 
of cheese platters and other finger foods on the night are most 
welcome. 
 

Car Boot Sale July 13: 
The Parish Revenue Development Committee is organising a Car 
Boot Sale for Saturday 13 July 2019 starting from 7 am.  Sites 
will be available at a cost of $20 for cars or $25 for gazebo/market 
stall set ups.  There will be a sausage sizzle on the day and tea 
and coffee will be available.  Please spread the word.  All inquiries 
can be directed to Michael at the Parish Office or to any of the 
members of the Committee. 
 

Leadership In Our Parish: 
Our Parish Pastoral Council plays a vital role in ensuring the on-
going vibrancy of our community as we live the mission of Jesus.  
This year three members are needed to join the six others who 
are continuing. 
A person on the Pastoral Council is nominated by a member of 
the Parish and needs to be a baptised Catholic who attends St 
Thomas More’s and who is willing to be recognised within our 
community and to be approachable.  To be able to accept 
nomination, it is important that participation does not take from 
family life.  Family support is vital. 
The commitment is to at least one meeting per month (with the 
exception of January) over a period of two years (with an option 
to extend for a third year).  Some ministries require more time 
and on occasion sub-committees are formed.  More information 
about the Parish Council is available on the Parish website at the 
following page: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=45 
Please speak with Pastoral Council Members – past and present 
– or the Parish Leader for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Penance Program: 
The next Sacramental Program starts with a Parent Information 
Session on Wednesday 26 June – come at either 9.00 am or 7.00 
pm - in the Parish Office.  This group will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Penance this year and Confirmation and Communion in 2019.  
For further details, please contact Michael, our Parish Leader, by 
phone, 4635 9555, mobile, 0407 804 461, or by email, 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au Parents who have 
previously contacted Michael to be part of the Program will 
receive a direct communication.   
 

Spring Clean Garage Sale – Date Claimer: 

Following the success of the Spring Clean Garage Sale last 

year, the Parish Revenue Development Committee are 
preparing to run another one in 2019.  The sale is scheduled 
for Saturday 7 September and will also run on the following 
Saturday 14 September if needed.  If you are doing the 
autumn or winter clean up, please keep this event in mind.   
As happened last year, we can pick up items ahead of the 
sale.  All inquiries can be directed to Michael at the Parish 
Office or to any of the members of the Committee. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
The Winter Appeal has now commenced.  Donation envelopes are 

now available in the Church foyer. 

Warwick Festival of Male Voice Praise: 
The Festival will be held on 22 June at 2.30pm, Warwick Town 
Hall, 72 Palmerin Street.  Enjoy and afternoon of Sacred Choral 
Music as the choir presents a program of inspiring arrangements.  
See flyer on Church noticeboard. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood – Tom Duncan: 
Date: 18/7/19 Thursday 
Time: 5:30pm 
Location: St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba 
Bishop Robert McGuckin warmly invites the diocesan community 
to celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of Tom Duncan. 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
Volunteer Opportunity - Family Support. Do you have ½ a day 
free during the week? Do you like to listen and problem-solve?  
Vinnies Family Support Centre is looking for volunteers who can 
provide a listening ear to people in difficult situations and help by 
providing people with food parcels and other forms of assistance 
in an office environment. Contact Emma Simpson on 
0418352969, emma.simpson@svdpqld.org.au 
 

Jubilee Celebration of Priestly Ordination:  
On Wednesday 10 July 2019 at 10.30am a Jubilee Celebration of 
Priestly Ordination will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral.  All 
welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to find.  
South Street Newsagency now has a new range of beautiful gifts 
available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion and other religious gifts for all occasions including 
statues, crosses and candles. 
 

St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba Date Claimer: 
St Ursula’s Past Students Toowoomba is being re-formed, with all 
Past Students invited to re-join by contacting the College.  The 
first function will be a dinner evening at the College on Friday 
26th July 2019.  Cost will be $25 p/p. 
 

The new Committee would love to see as many Past Students as 
possible at this function thereby supporting the restart of the Past 
Students Association.  The new Principal – Mrs Tanya Appleby is 
very supportive of the move to reform the Past Pupils Association 
and your support to achieving this goal would be much 
appreciated by all concerned.  Please contact the College on 
46327611 or email on:- stursulaspsaa@gmail.com re attending 
the first function on Friday 26th July. Also check out St Ursula’s 
College Toowoomba Past Students & Associates on Facebook. 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 

Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  
Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy 
Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros Morton, 
Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen, Patty Howard 
Anniversaries: Rev Fr Charles Casey, Rev Fr Thomas 
Sweeney, Beryl Lobo. 
Recently Deceased: Rita Sullivan 
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By offering hope we can help our young people create meaning in their lives 

 
Immediately before I read Christ is Alive, Pope Francis’ post-synodal apostolic exhortation on young 
people, I had ploughed through the 2019 Australian government report The Mental Health of 
Children and Adolescents. That document, which alerted us to the deteriorating mental health of 
young Australians, makes grim reading. Something is terribly wrong when, in most developed 
countries, the biggest killer of young adults is now suicide. 

Rightly and understandably, the tone of Christ is Alive is much more upbeat, but one word ties these 
two documents together: meaning – or the lack of it. The government report talks constantly about 
“meaninglessness” as one of the main drivers for poor mental health. Pope Francis mentions 
“meaning” 40 times. 

In the report, meaninglessness is defined as when a person feels they do not matter in the scheme 
of things. The increase in meaninglessness is connected to a rise in utilitarianism and individualism, 
and to personal autonomy being recognised as an absolute value. Worth or meaning is gauged by 
money and status: “I am what I do”; “No one can tell me what to do, especially with my body.” The 
study goes on to list several causes: marriage breakdown; extended families and local communities 
that fail to make young people feel connected; “helicopter parents” leaving their children feeling 
anxious and smothered; having so many choices that they are immobilised; and being inculcated 
with the attitude that “I can achieve anything I want”, leading to unrealistic expectations. 

Social media comes in for careful and critical analysis in both the government report and the papal 
document. The government report highlights the seeming contradiction between never having more 
possibilities for making connections online, and at the same time young adults never feeling more 
isolated. In the online world, people whom one may never have met are considered real friends; 
“likes”, or the lack of them, control self-esteem and mood; and the fallout from addictions, including 
to online pornography, is devastating. 

The report argues for further study, new protocols and improved procedures. These are worthwhile 
and important. I think, however, that Pope Francis’s suggested approach gets closer to the roots of 
the problem, by talking about hope. He mentions it 41 times; the government document never 
mentions it once. Yet meaninglessness is born of hopelessness. 

Francis links hope to encouragement, to pursuing dreams, to joy, to being forgiven and having 
compassion, to seeking the truth, to forming consciences, and being mentored and accompanied 
here on earth and by the cloud of witnesses in heaven. He argues that “when everything seems to 
be standing still and stagnant, when our personal issues trouble us, and social problems do not 
meet with the right responses, it does no good to give up. Jesus is the way: welcome him into your 
‘boat’ and put out into the deep! He is the Lord! He changes the way we see life. Faith in Jesus leads 
to greater hope, to a certainty based not on our qualities and skills, but on the word of God, on the 
invitation that comes from him. Without making too many human calculations, and without worrying 
about things that challenge your security, put out into the deep.”  

In my many dealings with young people, most poignantly at the funerals of their friends who have 
taken their own lives, they respond most to a hope that trusts in God’s mercy and love, that knows 
that we are connected to a greater story, to a welcoming and inclusive Catholic community and to 
looking for a life yet to come. Christian hope affirms and celebrates that we know where we have 
come from, why we are here and where we are going, and that we are not doing this on our own. 

A government report can never say it, but the breakdown of hope – especially in faith communities 
of the kind that we are experiencing in the Church in Australia – has had negative effects on the 
mental wellbeing not just of young Catholics but of young people in the wider community. While 
shouldering our share of the blame for our faith not attracting young people, those of us who know 
that Christ is alive have to redouble our efforts to live our Christian faith with hope and joy. The 
mental health of our children depends on it. 

(The above reflection by Fr Richard Leonard SJ was published in the British church publication, The Tablet, on 30 
May 2019.  Richard is referring to the Encyclical Letter, Christus Vivit (Christ is Alive), recently issued by Pope Francis 
following the Synod on Youth in Rome in late 2018) 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/author/141/richard-leonard


Gathering:   Send Down the Fire              M Haugen 
 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 
Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to be your compassion, 
Teach us the song of your love; 
Give us hearts that sing, 
Give us deeds that ring. 
Make us ring with the song of your love. 
© 1989 Gia Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:                         C Smith  

Lord, send out Your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Bless the Lord, oh my soul! 
Lord, God, how great you are, 
Clothed in great glory and majesty, 
Wrapped in light as in a robe. 
 

How great are your works, O Lord! 
In your wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
O bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, 
Returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit they are created; 
And you renew the face of the earth. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Pentecost Sequence: 

 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises and Sprinkling with 
Holy Water: 
 

Sprinkling Rite: Living Water                      F Andersen 
 

I will give you living water! shade to rest under; 
Strength to your heart! 
Grow deep within me filled by my Spirit, 
My burdens are easy, my life it is yours! 
 

We have been with the lonely! 
To the hungry we’ve given Your Bread 
We now come with all our hopes and dreams 
To rest awhile with you! 
 

To the empty we’ve carried Your word of hope and of life. 
Build us now beyond our hopes and dreams ‘Till we live in you! 
© 1979, Chevalier Music.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Communion: Table of Plenty          D Schutte 
 

Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty! 
God will provide for all that we need, 
Here at the table of plenty. 
 
 
 

O, come and sit at my table, 
Where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely, 
To share the cup of my love. 
 

O, come and eat without money; 

Come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit, 
With faith and fullness of life.    

 

My bread will ever sustain you, 
Through days of sorrow and woe. 
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness, 
To flood the depths of your soul. 

 

Your fields will flower in fullness; 
Your homes will flourish in peace. 
For I, the giver of home and harvest, 
Will send my rain on the soil. 
© 1992 Daniel L Schutte, Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
One Licence #A62451e 
   

Thanksgiving:   The Gift of The Spirit V Cuthbert 
 

The Spirit of the Lord has come upon you. 
His peace, his love is yours forever more. 
The Spirit’s life in you, creates a power, 
For gift and service, to one and all. 
 

Within the heart of each the Lord has spoken, 
I will not leave you orphaned and alone. 
I’ll ask the Father to send the Spirit, 
My special Advocate – Spirit of Truth. 
 

You’ll be my witnesses just as the Spirit. 
He is my witness from the father’s throne. 
Your faith will tell the world what I have told you, 
The wisdom of His love will strengthen you. 
© Sr Valerie Cuthbert RSM.  Used with permission. 

 

Recessional:  Send Down the Fire               M Haugen 
 

Send down the fire of your justice, 
Send down the rains of your love; 
Come, send down the Spirit, 
Breathe life in your people, 
And we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to learn of your mercy, 
Teach us the way of your peace; 
Give us hearts that feel, 
Give us hands that heal. 
Make us walk in the way of your peace. 
 

Call us to witness your kingdom, 
Give us the presence of Christ; 
May your holy light, 
Keep us shining bright. 
Ever shine with the presence of Christ. 
 ©1989, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e           
 

                

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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