
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter C: 18 - 19 May, 2019 

Readings: Acts 14:21-27; Revelation 21:1-5; John 13:31-35 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

The literary context for today’s gospel reading is Jesus’ final meal 
with his disciples. Jesus has washed the feet of his foot-weary table 
companions and has thus provided an example of what it means to 
love. What he has done for them, they are to do for one another. In 
other words, no form of service is too menial for a Christian disciple, 
and privileged exemption from service of others has no place in 
gospel living or in gospel leadership. Pope Francis has witnessed 
powerfully to this from the beginning of his papacy and in diverse 
ways over the past six years. 
 

Jesus is troubled in spirit (v. 21) at this meal. There is a sense of 
foreboding in this statement. He knows that membership of the 
group is no guarantee of fidelity or of sustained goodness. All are 
capable of betrayal and Judas, who has been one of his closest 
companions, is about to hand him over to the authorities and 
ultimately to death. Another, Simon Peter, after protesting undying 
loyalty will proceed to deny him three times (vv. 37-38). Though 
troubled and no doubt disappointed by the failure of his friends and 
the dire consequences for himself, Jesus continues to teach the 
way of discipleship. 
  

The betrayer’s departure from the meal, Jesus informs them, 
signals the imminent arrival of the moment of glorification. Events 
have been set in train that will culminate in God’s victory over evil 
and death. But this is not the end of their association with him. He 
will leave them very soon and they are to continue on the way of 
discipleship. His legacy to them is “a new commandment” – to love 
one another just as he has loved them. If they do that, everyone 
will know they are his disciples. To love as Jesus loved, however, 
is no small thing: it is to be willing to give one’s life for the sake of 
“the other”. 
 

This new commandment to love one another is also Jesus’ legacy 
to us, the successors of those early disciples. Loving care of the 
broken-hearted, of the war-ravaged and displaced, of the sick and 
the weary; providing shelter for the homeless; attentiveness to 
those grieving the loss of loved ones or of livelihood; a restorative 
gesture or word; a change in lifestyle or a tree planted in the 
interests of planetary survival - these are some of the ways of love 
and of discipleship. In our times, we have come to realise that “the 
other” embraces the more-than-human and that love of all God’s 
creation is part of the new commandment.  

 
(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 

 

Parish Diary: 20 - 26 May, 2019 
 

Monday:      9.00am…..................Mass 
 7.00pm…………St V de  P 
 7.00pm..Finance Committee 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…...Faith Education  
 5.30pm…….………...Mass 
 7.00pm……………...PRDC 
  

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
                     10.00am………Open Door   
 

Friday:          9.00am…………….…Mass 
                     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

Sixth Sunday of Easter -  Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
 Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
 John 14:23-29 
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                  May 2019 
20 May – Finance  Committee Meeting 
27 May – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
28 May – Sacrament of Confirmation 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held 
at St Thomas More’s on Tuesday 28 May 2019 at 7.00pm.  
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 20 and 21 July.  Any queries, please contact 
Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Baptisms: 
This Sunday, we welcome into our Church Community Ariella 
Jane Byrne daughter of Nicholas and Amber Byrne. 
 

Containers for Change: 

If you happen to be taking containers to be recycled at one 
of the Containers for Change sites around town and you are 
wondering what to do with the proceeds, we now have a 
number which you can put into the machine and the funds 
will come to the Parish account.  The number is: C10147818. 
 

Tai Chi for Health: 

The new term commenced on Thursday 9 May at 9.30am in 
the Parish Hall.  See flyer on Church notice Board for further 
information.   
 

Dance Aerobics: 

Commences in the Hall on Wednesday 29 May from 5.30 – 
6.15pm (during School term). Telephone Juanita on 0472 526 
745. Please see flyer on Church noticeboard for further 
information. 
 

Updating your will?  Have you ever considered a 
Bequest to St Thomas More’s Parish? 

The work of St Thomas More’s Parish relies on the personal 
and financial generosity of many people.  Each of us will 
revisit and update our wills from time to time as life 
circumstances change.  Next time you are reviewing your will 
and talking with your solicitor, you might consider leaving a 
bequest to the Parish.  A Form of Wording, for Bequests to 
the Parish, is available from the Parish Office. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Catholic Leader:   
Sadly after 90 years as “The Catholic Leader” and 37 years 
before that as “The Age”, due to financial reasons, the paper 

will no longer be sent to Parishes in this Diocese.  For many 
it has been the standard part of Sunday Mass – pick up “the 
Leader” before Mass or on the way home!  From 25 May you 
will be able to have a copy posted to you or receive a digital 
copy – both by subscription via the website: 
www.catholicleader.com.au 
 

St Ursula’s College Open Day: 
Date: Sunday, 26/5/19 Time: 10:00am to 2:00pm 
Location: St Ursula's College, 38 Taylor Street, Toowoomba 
Come along to St Ursula's College Open Day and discover why 
our students love it here!  Our student leaders will personally 
show your family around and explore the many exciting 
opportunities available to your daughter.  Visit their website 
for further details about the school. 
 

Downlands College Toowoomba Open Day: 
Discover how your family fits within our family at the 
Downlands Open Day on Sunday 19 May, from 10am until 
2pm. There’s plenty to see so stay as long as you can. 
 

St Saviours College Open Day: 
On Tuesday 21 May 2019 from 3.00 to 6.00pm St Saviours 
College are hosting their annual Open Day.  See web site for 
details. 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – June 2 - 9: 
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity this year runs 
from the Ascension June 2 to Pentecost on June 9.  All are 
welcome to attend an Ecumenical Service to be held at St 
Mark’s Anglican Church, High Street, Rangeville at 7 pm on 
Wednesday June 5. 
 
 

 

Rosary – St Patrick’s Cathedral: 
On Sunday 26th May there will be a rosary to honour Our 
Lady Help of Christians, starting at 2:00 pm.  All welcome. 
 

St Joseph’s College Toowoomba: 
Invites you to its OPEN DAY on Tuesday 21st May 2019 from 
8.30am – 12.00pm.   At St Joseph’s College, everything we 
do, sets our students up for their best future and their desired 
pathway.  
Bring your future thinkers along to our Open Day to meet our 
teachers, take a tour of our campus and see why St Joseph’s 
is the best choice.  We look forward to welcoming you on 21st 
May. For further information, please phone St Joseph’s 
College on 46 31 8500. We are now taking enrolments for 

2021 and beyond. To request an enrolment package please 
email: enrolments@sjc.qld.edu.au or visit our website: 
www.sjc.qld.edu.au 
 

Australian Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter: 

Copies of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter for 
the Feast of St Joseph the Worker are available in the Church 
Foyer.  It is entitled: An Australian Tradition of Reflection on 
Work. 
 

Heart Women’s Conference Date: 25th May 2019 

Venue: Mt Gravatt Bowls Club - 1873 Logan Road, 
Upper Mt Gravatt  
A time to come together as women to be refreshed and 
renewed in our busy lives. Spoil yourself. Dream again. Feel 
loved, honoured and cared for. Invite your daughters, 
mothers, sisters and friends! Men – What women in your life 
can you spoil by sending them to Heart 2019? Register:  
Heart.TheCatholicGuy.com 
Email: heart@TheCatholicGuy.com  
Telephone: 1300 734 880Heart    
 

Pittsworth State High School: 
Musical presentation called “FIGHT for a musical” will be 
presented in the Pittsworth Town Hall on Friday 31 May.  
Doors open at 6.00pm for a 6.30 start. Cost is $10 adults, 
family pass $30., seniors, students & concession $&.  See 
flyer on Church noticeboard. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 
Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  
Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy 

Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros Morton, 
Stephen Rouse, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen 
Anniversaries: John Heeney, Val Meara 
Recently Deceased: Denise Dow 

 

 

Catholic Church Insurances Limited 

Not your average insurance company 
+ Combined policy discounts apply* 
+ Pay by the month at no extra costs# 
+ Highly competitive rates for all policies 
Home & Contents + Car + Caravan + Trailer + Land + Personal 
Accident 1300 655 003 

www.catholicinsurances.com.au 
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On 7 May 2019, Jean Vanier, founder of the L’Arche Communities, died in France.  His life of service to 
support people with a disability will be long remembered.  The following article, by Fr Justin Glyn SJ, was 
published in the Jesuit online publication, Eureka Street, on 14 May 2019: 
 

Jean Vanier's model for inclusiveness 
 

Jean Vanier (1928-2019), sailor, academic, companion and man of boundless hospitality, died on 7 May, 
leaving behind him not only many communities in grief but also a model for how a world free of discrimination 
might look.  Jean Vanier shaking hands with one of the core members of L'Arche Daybreak, John Smeltzer. 
Jean was born to the Canadian Governor Georges Vanier and diplomat and Privy Councillor, Pauline Vanier, 
both renowned for their saintly lives, with their causes for canonisation having begun. When he took office as 
Governor-General, Georges prayed a prayer that might have been a premonition of his son’s life: 
 

'May almighty God in his infinite wisdom and mercy bless the sacred mission which has been entrusted to 
me by Her Majesty the queen and help me to fulfill it in all humility. In exchange for his strength, I offer him 
my weakness. May he give peace to this beloved land of ours and, to those who live in it, the grace of mutual 
understanding, respect and love.' 
 

After the young Jean resigned his commission in the Royal Canadian Navy in 1950, he felt driven towards 
something more. He studied philosophy in France, published works on Aristotle and briefly explored the 
possibility of becoming a priest.  
 

Vanier found his true calling in his 1963 encounter with two young Frenchmen with intellectual disabilities, 
Raphaël Simi and Philippe Seux. These men's need for companionship and empathy touched his heart when 
he visited the institution in which they were confined. Vanier realised that the first response of society, when 
confronted with people with disability, was to shut them away in fear. His response instead was hospitality. 
 

He invited the two men to live with him in a home he had bought, beginning the first L'Arche (The Ark) 
community in Trosly-Breuil in Picardie. In return, the men opened his own heart to a greater understanding 
both of what people cast onto the margins of society could offer by way of love and a broader understanding 
of all of humanity as limited, powerless, vulnerable and in need of mutual support. 
 

Today, L'Arche has 154 communities and 21 community projects in 38 countries on five continents. While 
the philosophy of the movement is grounded in Vanier's Catholic faith, it is open to all and eschews 
discrimination on any grounds. Although the exact structures differ from place to place, 'core' members (with 
an intellectual disability) live with others ('assistants') in homes which offer mutual support and friendship. 
 

One of the great gifts of Vanier and L'Arche has been to subvert the understanding of 'disability'. Vanier's key 
insight was that:  'When we start helping the weak and the poor to rise everyone will begin to change. Those 
who have power and riches will start to become more humble, and those who are rising up will leave behind 
their need to be victims, their need to be angry or depressed ... This is the spirituality of life, that helps people 
to rise up and take their place. It is not a spirituality of death. Jesus wants those who have been crushed to 
rise up and those who have power to discover that there is another road, a road of sharing and compassion.' 
 

It is very easy for people without a disability to see those who have one as 'the other', as strange because 
the workings of their bodies or minds are so manifestly different or apparently deficient. This is particularly so 
in the case of people with an intellectual disability, where cognitive processes which many of us take for 
granted may be a foreign territory, leaving them open to exploitation, neglect or exclusion. 
 

The fact is, as Vanier recognised, that all of us are partial, incomplete beings. His '5 Principles of Humanity' 
include the sacredness of all people, the constant evolution of people, the corollary realisation that maturity 
comes in working with others, the need for people to make choices for the benefit of themselves and others 
and the universal search for meaning. 
 

It follows that the myth of the self-made person with flawless body and mind is just that. Vanier pointed out 
that it is in our very vulnerability and woundedness that we display the form of Christ. Indeed, it is appropriate 
that Vanier went to meet his God at Easter, a time when Christians celebrate Christ meeting his disciples — 
and proving his identity and triumph over death in the face of their disbelief by showing them his wounds. 
 

All of us begin life incapacitated — unable to speak or see or reason — and most of us, if we are lucky to live 
so long, will leave it that way: with mental or physical limitations. Limitation and disability is accordingly not 
something foreign, to be feared or locked away, but is in fact an essential part of the human condition. What 
is more, as Jean Vanier has demonstrated in a life lived for others, it is in that limitation which we shall see 
the face of God. 



Gathering:   All the Ends Of The Earth    R Dufford 
 

All the ends of the earth 
All you creatures of the sea, 
Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord, 
For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea, 
Has come with justice for the world. 
 

Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
The wonders God has done in every age. 
©1981, R J Dufford, SJ & New Dawn Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-
A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:       C Smith                                 
 

Response:  I will praise your name forever, my King and 

my God. 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
Slow to anger, abounding in love.  
How good is the Lord to all 
Compassionate to all his creatures. 
 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 
And your friends shall repeat your blessing. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign  
And declare your might, O God. 
 

They will make known to all, your mighty deeds 
And the glorious splendour of your reign. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Renew us in your love, O God 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Communion: Love Is His Word           L Connaughton 
 

Love is his word, love is his way, 

Feasting with all, fasting alone, 
Living and dying, rising again, Love, only love, is his way.    
 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 
 

Love is his way, love is his mark,  
Sharing his last Pass-over feast, 
Christ at his table, host to the twelve, 
Love, only love, is his mark.    
 

Love is his mark, love is his sign,  
Bread for our strength, wine for our joy. 
‘This is my body, this is my blood,’  
Love, only love, is his sign.   
 

Love is his sign, love is his news, 
‘Do this,’ he said, ‘lest you forget 
All my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.’  
Love, only love, is his news.  
 

Love is his news, love is his name,  

We are his own, chosen and called, 
Family, brethren, cousins and kin,  
Love, only love, is his name. 

 

Love is his name, love is his law.  
Hear his command, all who are his: 
‘Love one another, I have loved you.’  
Love, only love, is his law. 
 

Love is his law, love is his word:   
Love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
Love of the Spirit, God ever one.  
Love, only love, is his word.  
© McCrimmon Publishing Text: Luke Connaughton, © 1917 1979,  
 All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
  

Thanksgiving:   A New Commandment 
 

A new commandment I give unto you, 
That you love one another as I have loved you. 
That you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples 
If you have love one for another. 
By this shall all know that you are my disciples 
If you have love one for another. 
Irregular, author unknown, arr. By Lawrence Francis Bartlett.  
© Australian Book Company. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e © 
1988,  
 

Recessional:  Bring Forth the Kingdom M Haugen 
 

CANTOR: You are salt for the earth, O people; 
ALL:  Salt for the Kingdom of God! 
CANTOR: Share the flavour of life, O people: 
ALL:  Life in the Kingdom of God. 
 

Refrain: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
  Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 
  Bring forth the City of God. 
 

CANTOR: We are a blest and a pilgrim people: 

ALL:  Bound for the Kingdom of God! 
CANTOR: Love our journey and love our homeland: 
ALL:  Love is the Kingdom of God! 
©1986, GIA Publications, Inc All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 
 

 
(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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