
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter C: 11 - 12 May, 2019 

Readings: Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9, 14-17; John 10:27-30 

 
Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................ Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ...........................Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

 Today’s gospel is amazingly reassuring for those who truly 
hear the voice of Jesus. He “knows” them. These are the ones who 
“follow” him, those who live as he lived, caring for the “flock”. There is 
a sense of mutuality in hearing and in being known. The inheritance 
of the “known” ones is “eternal” or never-ending life. In other words, 
they participate in God’s way of being in the world. Just as the 
shepherds of the ancient world protected their flocks, so the followers 
of Jesus are secure in his “hand”, secure in the “hand” of God, for 
Jesus and “the Father” are one. Later in John’s gospel, Mary 
Magdalene will hear Jesus’ voice and recognise him when he calls her 
by name. She is one whom Jesus’ “knows”. Her faithful following of 
Jesus will find expression in her presence at the foot of the cross and 
her visit to the empty tomb.  
 Sisters of the Good Shepherd, founded in post-revolution 
France to shepherd God’s people, especially young women at risk, 
take their inspiration from the gospel image of Jesus as shepherd. 
They continue to shepherd God’s people, including women who have 
been trafficked as sexual slaves. In recent years they have expanded 
their mission and, together with their associates and partners in 
ministry, have decided “to shepherd God’s creation”. Their foundress, 
Sr. Mary Euphrasia Pelletier, understood the ways of shepherds in 
mid-19th century rural France: “How, in fact, do good shepherds act? 
They forget themselves and often have to endure hunger and thirst. 
They are crushed by fatigue and difficulties–no matter! They are 
happy if their sheep do not suffer and if they find those that are lost. 
What trouble they take to lead their sheep to good pastures! In 
summer they seek out places where there is water and shade; in 
winter they lead them to where the cold is less biting and the grass 
more abundant. If they notice poisonous plants near the little lambs, 
they hasten to pull them up. Day and night they are on guard against 
wolves–they never completely relax.” The same respectful stance is 
needed as we seek to care for our threatened Earth community. 
 For the earliest readers of John’s gospel, the term “good 
shepherd” was a contradiction in terms. Shepherds were known to 
trespass on the property of others in their search for feed. A positive 
image of the shepherd is nonetheless part of Israel’s prophetic 
tradition. John’s gospel evokes that tradition. It also evokes the figure 
of David, the shepherd boy who was destined to become king and to 
shepherd God’s people. For biblical scholar Margaret Daly-Denton, 
the Israelite understanding of kingship is “shepherding done in the 
name of the true Shepherd of Israel (Ps. 80.1), the kind of care that 
reveals the divine ‘care-fulness’” (John: An Earth Bible Commentary, 
T&T Clark, 2017, 144). Those who hear the voice of Jesus are called 
to that kind of care for one another and for our planetary home. 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

Parish Diary: 13 - 19 May, 2019 
 

Monday:      8.15am……...Men’s Group 
 9.00am…..................Mass 
 2.00pm..Care and Concern 
 3.00pm..Consolation Team 
 7.00pm…………St V de  P 
   

Tuesday:     9.30am…...Faith Education  
 2.00pm…..…Liturgy Group 
 5.30pm…….………...Mass 
 7.00pm…..…School Board 
 

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
  

Wednesday: 9.00am.Liturgy of the Word 
                     10.00am………Open Door 
 

Thursday:   10.00am…Emmaus Prayer 
  7.00pm…….Social Justice   
 

Friday:          9.00am…………….…Mass 
                     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
  

Fifth Sunday of Easter -  Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Acts 14:21-27 
 Revelation 21:1-5 
 John 13:31-35 
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                  May 2019 
13 May – Care & Concern/Consolation Meetings 
20 May – Finance Meeting 
27 May – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held 
at St Thomas More’s on Tuesday 28 May 2019 at 7.00pm.  
First Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the 
weekend of 20 and 21 July.  Any queries, please contact 
Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
 

Containers for Change: 
If you happen to be taking containers to be recycled at one 
of the Containers for Change sites around town and you are 
wondering what to do with the proceeds, we now have a 
number which you can put into the machine and the funds 
will come to the Parish account.  The number is: C10147818. 
 

Unit for Rent: 
1 Bedroom unit, handy Southtown.  Security, remote lock up 
garage.  Nonsmoker, no pets.  Suit pensioner.  Bond & 
references required.  $200 per week.  Please call 4635 0445 
or mobile 0418 773 097. 
 

Tai Chi for Health: 
The new term commenced on Thursday 9 May at 9.30am in 
the Parish Hall.  See flyer on Church notice Board for further 
information.   

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Catholic Leader:   
Sadly after 90 years as “The Catholic Leader” and 37 years 
before that as “The Age”, due to financial reasons, the paper 
will no longer be sent to Parishes in this Diocese.  For many 
it has been the standard part of Sunday Mass – pick up “the 
Leader” before Mass or on the way home!  From 25 May you 

will be able to have a copy posted to you or receive a digital 
copy – both by subscription via the website: 
www.catholicleader.com.au 
 

Missionary Sisters – Repertory Fundraiser: 

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are hosting a 
fundraiser at the Repertory Theatre on TUESDAY MAY 14.  
The play is entitled "Crossing Delancey" Arrive at 7.00pm for 
a 7.30pm start. A delicious supper is included.  TICKETS 
AVAILABLE NOW. They can be purchased by contacting The 
Sisters on 46321818 or Helen on 0416055976. All proceeds 
go to charity. This is a story of a modern young woman, Izzy 
and her matchmaking grandmother, Bubbie.  This delightful 
play takes a look at the clash between traditional Jewish - 
American immigrant culture and the modern aspirations of 
the next generation. 
 

St Monica's Parish, Oakey Centenary: 
St Monica’s Parish will be celebrating their Centenary on 
Sunday 12/5/19 at 9:00am. Enquiries call Parish Office on 
4691 1043. 
 

St Ursula’s College Open Day: 
Date: Sunday, 26/5/19 Time: 10:00am to 2:00pm 
Location: St Ursula's College, 38 Taylor Street, Toowoomba 
Come along to St Ursula's College Open Day and discover why 
our students love it here!  Our student leaders will personally 

show your family around and explore the many exciting 
opportunities available to your daughter.  Visit their website 
for further details about the school. 
 

Downlands College Toowoomba Open Day: 

Discover how your family fits within our family at the 
Downlands Open Day on Sunday 19 May, from 10am until 
2pm. There’s plenty to see so stay as long as you can. 
 

Bus Trip to Marian Valley - 18th May: 
Celebrant Archbishop Mark Coleridge.  Bus departs St. 
Patricks, Neil St at 7:30 am. Cost $25.  For bookings contact 

Theresa on 4564 9805, mob. 0434 528 904 
 
 
 
 
 

Australian Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter: 
Copies of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter for 
the Feast of St Joseph the Worker are available in the Church 
Foyer.  It is entitled: An Australian Tradition of Reflection on 
Work. 
 

SPRED Repertory Theatre Evening: 
On Wednesday 15/5/19, Toowoomba Repertory Theatre, 
Margaret St. The play is entitled "Crossing Delancey." Arrive 
at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start.  Contact SPRED 07 4632 8427 
for further information.  
 
St Mary’s College Open Day: 
All families are most welcome to the 2019 St Mary’s College 

Open Day to be held on Sunday 26th May, from 10.00am – 
1.00pm. 
 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE TOOWOOMBA: 
Invites you to its OPEN DAY on Tuesday 21st May 2019 from 
8.30am – 12.00pm.   At St Joseph’s College, everything we 

do, sets our students up for their best future and their desired 
pathway.  
Bring your future thinkers along to our Open Day to meet our 
teachers, take a tour of our campus and see why St Joseph’s 
is the best choice.  We look forward to welcoming you on 21st 
May. For further information, please phone St Joseph’s 
College on 46 31 8500. We are now taking enrolments for 
2021 and beyond. To request an enrolment package please 
email: enrolments@sjc.qld.edu.au  or visit our website: 
www.sjc.qld.edu.au 
 

Heart Women’s Conference Date: 25th May 2019 
Venue: Mt Gravatt Bowls Club - 1873 Logan Road, 
Upper Mt Gravatt  
A time to come together as women to be refreshed and 
renewed in our busy lives. Spoil yourself. Dream again. Feel 

loved, honoured and cared for. Invite your daughters, 
mothers, sisters and friends! Men – What women in your life 
can you spoil by sending them to Heart 2019? Register:  
Heart.TheCatholicGuy.com 
Email: heart@TheCatholicGuy.com  
Telephone: 1300 734 880Heart    
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 

Sparksman,  Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  
Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy 
Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Peter Webster, Ros Morton, 
Stephen Rouse, Monica Gleeson, Georgie Rose Allen 
Anniversaries: Alma Betts, Carmel Caldwell, Fr Brian Moran, 
Fr Vincent Maher, Rev Msgr Patrick McMorrow, Fr Thomas 
Isaac. 
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The courage to take a risk for God’s promise – Pope Francis’ Message for the World Day of Vocations 2019 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

After the lively and fruitful experience of the Synod devoted to young people last October, we recently celebrated the Thirty-
fourth World Youth Day in Panama City. These two great events allowed the Church to be attentive both to the voice of the 
Spirit and to the life of young men and women, their questions and concerns, their problems and their hopes. 
 

Building on what I shared with the young people in Panama, I would like to reflect, on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 
on how the Lord’s call makes us bearers of a promise and, at the same time, asks of us the courage to take a risk, with him 
and for him. I will do this by reflecting briefly with you on these two aspects – promise and risk – as they appear in the Gospel 
account of the calling of the first disciples by the sea of Galilee (Mk 1:16-20). 
 

Two pairs of brothers – Simon and Andrew, and James and John – are going about their daily tasks as fishermen. In this 
demanding work, they had learned the laws of nature, yet at times, when the winds were adverse and waves shook their 
boats, they had to defy the elements. On some days, the catch of fish amply repaid their efforts, but on others, an entire night’s 
work was not sufficient to fill their nets, and they had to return to shore weary and disappointed. 
 

Much of life is like that. Each of us tries to realize his or her deepest desires; we engage in activities that we hope will prove 
enriching, and we put out on a “sea” of possibilities in the hope of steering the right course, one that will satisfy our thirst for 
happiness. Sometimes we enjoy a good catch, while at others, we need courage to keep our boat from being tossed by the 
waves, or we are frustrated at seeing our nets come up empty. 
 

As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter. Jesus walks by, sees those fishermen, and walks up to them... The 
same thing happened when we met the person we wanted to marry, or when we first felt the attraction of a life of consecration: 
we were surprised by an encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the promise of a joy capable of bringing fulfilment to our 
lives. That day, by the sea of Galilee, Jesus drew near to those fishermen, breaking through the “paralysis of routine” (Homily 
for the XXII World Day for Consecrated Life, 2 February 2018). And he immediately made them a promise: “I will make you 
fishers of men” (Mk 1:17). 
 

The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be borne.  On the contrary, it is the 
loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the 
horizon of a greater sea and an abundant catch.  God in fact desires that our lives not become banal and predictable, 
imprisoned by daily routine, or unresponsive before decisions that could give it meaning. The Lord does not want us to live 
from day to day, thinking that nothing is worth fighting for, slowly losing our desire to set out on new and exciting paths. If at 
times he makes us experience a “miraculous catch”, it is because he wants us to discover that each of us is called – in a 
variety of ways – to something grand, and that our lives should not grow entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls the heart. 
Every vocation is a summons not to stand on the shore, nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on the path he has marked out for 
us, for our own happiness and for the good of those around us. 
 

Embracing this promise naturally demands the courage to risk making a decision. The first disciples, called by Jesus to be 
part of something greater, “immediately left their nets and followed him” (Mk 1:18). Responding to the Lord’s call involves 
putting ourselves on the line and facing a great challenge. It means being ready to leave behind whatever would keep us tied 
to our little boat and prevent us from making a definitive choice. We are called to be bold and decisive in seeking God’s plan 
for our lives. Gazing out at the vast “ocean” of vocation, we cannot remain content to repair our nets on the boat that gives us 
security, but must trust instead in the Lord’s promise. 
 

I think primarily of the call to the Christian life which all of us received at Baptism. It teaches us that our life is not a fluke but 
rather a gift: that of being God’s beloved children, gathered in the great family of the Church. It is precisely in the ecclesial 
community that the Christian life is born and develops, especially through the liturgy. The liturgy introduces us to God’s word 
and the grace of the sacraments; from an early age, we are taught the art of prayer and fraternal sharing. In the end, the 
Church is our mother because she brings us to new life and leads us to Christ. So, we must love her, even when we see her 
face marred by human frailty and sin, and we must help to make her ever more beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear 
witness to God’s love in the world. 
 

The Christian life thus finds expression in those decisions that, while giving a precise direction to our personal journey, also 
contribute to the growth of God’s kingdom in our world. I think of the decision to marry in Christ and to form a family, as well 
as all those other vocations associated with work and professional life, with the commitment to charity and solidarity, with 
social and political responsibilities, and so forth. These vocations make us bearers of a promise of goodness, love and justice, 
not only for ourselves but also for our societies and cultures, which need courageous Christians and authentic witnesses of 
the kingdom of God. 
 

In encountering the Lord, some may feel the attraction of a call to the consecrated life or to the ordained priesthood. It is a 
discovery that can excite and at the same time frighten us, since we feel called to become “fishers of men” in the barque of 
the Church by giving totally of ourselves in commitment to faithful service of the Gospel and our brothers and sisters. Such a 
decision carries the risk of leaving everything behind to follow the Lord, to devote ourselves completely to him, and to share 
in his work. Many kinds of interior resistance can stand in the way of making this decision, especially in highly secularized 
contexts where there no longer seems to be a place for God and for the Gospel. Places where it is easy to grow discouraged 
and fall into the “weariness of hope”  (Homily at Mass with Priests, Consecrated Persons and Lay Movements, Panama, 26 
January 2019).  And yet, there can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for the Lord! … 
 

As was made clear several times during the World Youth Day in Panama, we should always look to Mary. Also in the story of 
this young woman, vocation was both a promise and a risk. Her mission was not easy, yet she did not allow fear to prevail. “It 
was the ‘yes’ of someone prepared to be committed, someone willing to take a risk, ready to stake everything she had, with 
no more security than the certainty of knowing that she was the bearer of a promise. … 
 

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, let us join in prayer and ask the Lord to help us discover his plan of love for our 
lives, and to grant us the courage to walk in the path that, from the beginning, he has chosen for each of us. 

From the Vatican - FRANCIS. 



Gathering:   Song of God’s People           M Browne 
 

Let the trumpet sound, Let the music play,  
Let the song of God’s people be heard, 
And let the praise of God resound 
Throughout heaven and earth. 
 

People of God sing out your praise, 
Sing of the glory of our God, 
Lift up your voice and let your praise be heard. 
© 1986, Monica Brown. Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence 
#A62451e           
 

Sprinkling Rite: Up From the Waters                  M Haugen 
 

Up from the waters God has claimed you, 
up from the waters, child of light. 
Praise to the One who called and named you 
up from the waters into life. 
 

Always proclaim the wonderful story: 

Up from the waters, child of light. 
How you were raised from death into glory: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

Now you have crossed the River of Jordan: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now you behold God’s mercy and pardon: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

No more shall sin have power to hold you: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now let the grace of Jesus enfold you: 
Up from the waters into life. 
 

Come now and praise the God of the living: 
Up from the waters, child of light. 
Now let your song ring out with thanksgiving: 
Up from the waters into life. 
© 1998, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1998, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.   
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory.   
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   
Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Psalm:       C Smith 
 

Response:  We are God’s people, the sheep of his flock. 
 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before him singing for joy. 
 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. He made us, we belong to him. 
We are his people the sheep of his flock. 
 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, Eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Verse before the Gospel:  Alleluia 

   

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Shepherding God, hear our prayer. 
 

Acclamation:    

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 

Communion: Gift of Finest Wheat    Robert E Kreutz 

    

You satisfy the hungry heart, with gift of finest wheat; 
Come give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 
 

As when the shepherd calls his sheep,  
They know and heed his voice; 
So when you call your family, Lord, we follow and rejoice. 
 

With joyful lips we sing to you, Our praise and gratitude; 
That you should count us worthy Lord,  
To share this heav’nly food. 
 

Is not the cup we bless and share,  
The blood of Christ out-poured? 
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare our oneness in the Lord? 
 

The myst’ry of your presence, Lord, no mortal tongue can tell: 
Whom all the world can not contain,  

Comes in our hearts to dwell. 
 

You give yourself to us O Lord; then selfless let us be, 
To serve each other in your name, in truth and charity. 
© 1977 by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Published by International Liturgy Publications.  All rights 
reserved. Used with permission under One Licence #A62451e 
   

Thanksgiving:   The Lord Is My Shepherd    B Boniwell 
 

The Lord is my Shepherd and I want to follow 
Wherever he leads me, wherever he goes. 
Over the mountains, the waters and by-ways, 
Valleys and highways, he’s waiting for me. 
 

I want to go to meet him there, 

To lay myself down in his love. 
The Lord is my Shepherd and I want to follow 
Wherever he leads me, wherever he goes. 
 

And while on the journey to where we are going, 
He promised to be there to help us along. 
And over the mountains we’ll walk on together 
To know all the wonders he’s given to me.  
©1978: B Boniwell. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

Recessional:  Song of God’s People          M Browne 
 

Let the trumpet sound, let the music play,  
Let the song of God’s people be heard,  
And let the praise of God resound 
throughout heaven and earth. 
 

In you, O God, we place our trust. 
Your love and kindness, you lavish on us, 
We celebrate your life in us, O God. 
© 1986, Monica Brown. Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under One Licence 
#A62451e           

 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International        
Commission on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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