
 

St Thomas More’s Parish 
  St Thomas More’s Catholic Parish, a welcoming people of faith,  

lives out God’s Mission, embracing love, justice and peace. 
 

We acknowledge the Giabal and Jarowair people, the Traditional Owners  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.   

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

                                          71 A Ramsay Street  Toowoomba Qld 4350         Ph: 4635 9555           Fax: 4635 5742 
 Parish Leader: a/h phone: 0407 804 461.  Email: parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au 
             Parish Email: parishoffice@stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Council Email: parishcouncil@stthomasmores.org.au
            Parish Website: www.stthomasmores.org.au      Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/stmparishtwmba/ 
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Third Sunday of Lent, Year C: 23 - 24 March, 2019 

Readings: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 

Parish Leader: ....... Michael Bermingham 
Priest Director:…………  Michael O’Brien 
Pastoral Council: ................. Terry Carter 
Finance Committee: ................ Tim Davis 
Secretary: ............................Donna Pugh 
Secretary: ......................... Jenny Bartkus 
School Principal: ................ Michael Cash 
APRE: ......................... .Lee ann Weekes 
School Board……………….Karen Tobin 
Parish Safeguards Contacts: 
     Maree Keating – 0435 173 882 
     Sarah Holcombe – 0408 193 636 
 

Today’s gospel begins with two warnings about the need for 
repentance. It ends with a parable about an unproductive fig tree and 
a faithful “gardener God”. The warnings include two examples of 
untimely deaths, one reported to Jesus and then used by him to 
illustrate the urgent need for repentance, the other reported by Jesus 
as a further illustration of his point. With respect to the first example, 
Jewish history recounts instances of Pilate’s cruelty, but makes no 
mention of his execution of Galileans and the mingling of their blood 
with their sacrifices. Neither is there any other record of the collapse 
of the Siloam tower and the resultant death of eighteen people. Jesus 
insists that those killed are no more sinful and no more deserving of 
death than any of their fellow Galileans or Jerusalemites. They are 
certainly not being punished for their sins and those who make such 
a link between suffering and sin have got it all wrong.  

 
So why does Jesus twice assert, “If you do not repent you will all perish 
in the same way” or “you will all perish as they did”? The answer 
seems to lie in the constant need for self-reflection and the missed 
opportunity for conversion or reconciliation in the case of sudden and 
unexpected death. In other words, Jesus is telling his listeners, “Don’t 
be caught unawares; turn your life around in the direction of the gospel 
while you are alive and well”. The Greek verb “to repent” literally 
means to think again. It can have the sense of expanding one’s vision 
or one’s horizons, to think beyond the narrow confines of one’s own 
interests and one’s own little world. In the context of Jesus’ teaching, 
it is a call to take seriously the message of God’s empire or reign which 
embraces the whole Earth community. 

 
The parable of the unproductive fig tree in the vineyard approaches 
the same topic from another angle. The owner of the vineyard wants 
to get rid of a fig tree that fails to bear fruit after three years. From an 
economic perspective, his position is perfectly reasonable: why should 
a non-fruiting fig tree continue to sap the goodness of the soil? Why 
not go for more vines, more grapes, more wine, and forget about the 
fig tree? The faithful or constant gardener, on the other hand, is like 
the womb-compassionate God of Israel who cares about the soil itself 
and wants to give the fig tree another chance, to turn it around and 
assist it to bear fruit, if the owner will relent. At this mid-point in our 
Lenten journey, we might get in closer touch with our compassionate 
“gardener” God and open ourselves to a more expansive 
understanding of the pain of the planet. 
 

 
 
 

(Reflection by Sister of Mercy, Sr Veronica Lawson RSM, Theologian and Biblical Scholar) 
 

 
 

Parish Diary: 25 - 31 March 2019 
 

Monday:       9.00am……...................Mass 
 5.00pm…….….PPC Agenda 
 7.00pm….…………St V de P 
   

Tuesday: 9.30am……..Faith Education 
 5.30pm…….……..…....Mass 
 7.00pm………Lenten Groups 
   

Tue to Sat    7.00am….… Mass at St Pat’s 
 

Wednesday 9.00am…Liturgy of the Word 
 10.00am…….....…Open Door 
 5.30pm….…….Lenten Group 
 7.00pm……….Choir Practice 
 

Thursday 10.00am……...Lenten Group 
   

Friday     9.00am…..……………Mass   
     9.00am….Parish Playgroup 
     9.30am……...Lenten Group 
   

Fourth Sunday of Lent – Year C 
 

Mass: 6.00pm Saturday  
 8.30am Sunday  
 

Readings: Joshua 5:9-12 
 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
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 March/April  2019 
25 March – Parish Pastoral Council Agenda Meeting 
28 March – Office Closed for Show Holiday 
1 April – Men’s Group Guided tour of Stanthorpe Winery 
1 April – Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

HAPPENINGS IN OUR PARISH          
Lenten Program 2019:  
The Lenten Program Groups for this year are continuing.  The 

Book for the program is “Trust” and is still available from the 
Parish Office.  If you are not a member of a Lenten Group and 
wish to join a group, please contact Michael for details. The 
cost for the book is $8.00.  Group times are as follows: 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 25 Piggott Drive – Jacinta Twidale 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Tuesday: 7.00pm at 13 Maple Street – Jim and Fay Stein 
commencing Tuesday 5 March. 
Wednesday: 5.30pm in the Church – Michael Bermingham 
– commencing Wednesday 6 March. 
Thursday: 10.30am – Parish Office Meeting Room – 

Emmaus Group commencing Thursday 7 March. 
Friday: 9.30am – Parish Meeting Room – Bev Walls – 
commencing Friday 8 March. 
 

Pope Francis’ Lenten Message: 
Copies of Pope Francis’ Lenten Message are now available.  

They can be found near the Noticeboard in the Church Foyer. 
 

Ministry Group Meetings: 
Over the next few weekends, Michael would like to meet with 
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Welcomers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  It is an opportunity to reflect on and 

discuss the important role that you all play in the life of the 
parish community.  Meetings will happen after Mass on 
Saturday nights and Sunday morning and will aim to go no 
longer than 15 to 20 minutes.  All involved in these ministries 
are asked to attend.  Proposed schedule is as follows: 
Welcomers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 30 and 31 March 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick  
Saturday and Sunday, 6 and 7 April 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Saturday and Sunday, 13 and 14 April. 
 

Communal Rite of Penance:  
Wednesday 3 April at 9.00am and 7.00pm.  This is an 
opportunity to bring ourselves and our world to celebrate the 
forgiveness we need for ways we have failed to live our 
Baptismal Promises.  This year the focus is on the abundant 

mercy of God for all. 
 

Anointing Mass: 
Will be held at St Thomas More’s on Friday 12 April at 9.00am.  
All welcome.  Please think about anyone you may be able to 

assist with transport so that as many as possible may 
experience the blessings of this healing mass.  Afterwards 
there will be a chance to meet up over a cup of tea provided 
by the Care and Concern Group.   
 

Holy Week:  
Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 6 pm  
Good Friday – Stations of the Cross – 10 am 
Good Friday – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 3 pm 
Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil – 6 pm 
Easter Sunday – Mass – 8.30 am 
 

Confirmation and First Communion: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will now be held at St Thomas 
More’s on Tuesday 28th May 2019 at 7.00pm.  First 
Communion will be celebrated at both Masses on the weekend 
of 20 and 21 July 2019.  The first Parent Meeting for this 
sacramental program happened last Wednesday.  Children 
need to have received the Sacrament of Penance before 
joining the sacramental program for Confirmation and First 
Communion.  Full details can be found on the parish website 
via this link: http://stthomasmores.org.au/?page_id=54  

Also, if anyone would like to join the sacramental team for 
this program, your support would be warmly welcomed.  Any 
queries, please contact Michael on 0407 804 461 or by email: 
parishleader@stthomasmores.org.au.  
 

St Patrick’s Night: 
Thanks to all who contributed to this event last Saturday 
night.  A great time was had by all. 
 

Music Practice for Holy Week: 
Music practice for Holy Week will begin on Wednesday 27 
March at 7pm in the Church. All singers welcome. 
 

Council Vouchers for Free Plants: 
If you have any of the Council Vouchers for Free Plants and 
are not intending to use them, we would always welcome the 
opportunity to make use of them to add to our plant collection 
here at the Parish.  Please drop them off at the office or give 
them to Michael at weekend Masses. If no one is in the office, 

please put them in the mail slot near the door.   
 

Musicians wanted: 
With a small band of dedicated musicians to draw on for our 
weekend Masses and special events such as Anointing 

Masses, 2nd Rites of Penance and Funerals, we are always 
looking for new people to join the roster, so that the workload 
can be shared.  If you are interested or would like to discuss 
further, please talk to Michael, our Parish Leader. 
 

Transport Available: 
Anyone who has no transport to attend weekend Mass can be 
assisted.  Telephone the Parish Office (4635 955) to make 
your needs known and a Care and Concern member will follow 
up to arrange suitable transport.  
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
SVDP – Drakes Supermarket: 

If you would like to participate in the Community Dollars at 
Drakes, High Street we have a supply of tags available from 
the office.  Each time your tag is scanned points go to SVDP 
who benefit in the way of $$$$ from this activity. 
 

Volunteers needed: 
St Vinnies warehouse (Madonna House) corner Long & 
Ruthven Streets, is in need of more volunteers to help with 
the sorting of bric-a-brac, books and furniture. Pick the day 
and hours that would suit you. Please telephone Tim Blades 
on 4635 0305. 
 

Sacramental Gifts: 
Gifts for children receiving the Sacraments are often hard to 
find.  South Street Newsagency now has a new range of 
beautiful gifts available. It is a range of gifts for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion and other religious gifts for all 
occasions.  It includes statues, crosses and candles. 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Those who are ill: Bryan Flemming, Terry Tyers, Ned 

Sparksman, , Pauline Dixon, Allan Wills, Damian Wyvill, Sara 
Mehari, Scott Murphy, Michelle Halpin, Christine Prescott, 
Toni Fitzgibbon, Camille Taylor, Patrick McNamee, Janice 
Lockhart, Dodie McGrane, Christene Andrews, Rita Sullivan,  
Maria Hunter-Robinson, Val Sharpe, Paul Turner, Hedy 
Marshall, Mary Buttin, Fr Brian Sparksman, James Babineau, 
Mort Edmiston, Arleen Hansen, Fred Berge, Peter Webster, 
Ros Morton.  
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The Lenten campaign, calling for a commitment to buy and eat only 
slavery-free chocolate at Easter, is part of a groundswell across 
Catholic agencies and schools to slavery-proof their supply chains. 
 

Pope Francis said last month that, faced with the tragic reality of 
modern slavery, “no one can wash their hands of it, without being 
in some way, an accomplice to this crime against humanity”. He 
urged people to work together, through grass roots action and 

corporate governance, to end slavery around the world. 
 

Catholic agencies and institutions are leading the way in Australia in working towards slavery-free supply chains, 
including chocolate, especially at Easter.  
 

People can buy slavery-free chocolate in big supermarkets and smaller shops. The easiest way to tell if your chocolate 
is slavery-free is to check if it has one of these commonly used certification symbols on the wrapping. 
 

Australians spent about $210 million on Easter chocolate last year. A lot of this 
chocolate is made using cocoa beans produced in West Africa using children, who 
are working for little or no wages. 
 

The International Labor Rights Forum (ILRF) estimates that there are 1.5 million 
children working in the cocoa sector in West Africa.   It is estimated that up to 40 million people are trapped in slavery 
globally – 1 in 4 of these are children. They will never get an education and they will never taste the chocolate produced 
from the cocoa beans they pick. But people around the world are making decisions that could change this tragedy. 
 

In the past year some major achievements have been made in Australia to address human trafficking: 
 

• The passing in Federal Parliament of the Modern Slavery Act, which will ask big companies to report on their 
efforts to introduce slavery-free goods and services. ACRATH was part of a large network that worked for a 
decade to see this legislation introduced. 

• Catholic Education Melbourne is working towards the 333 Catholic primary and secondary schools in Melbourne 
becoming slavery free.  

• The Sydney Archdiocese is reviewing and revising all relevant contractual and business practices as part of its 
commitment to eradicating human trafficking. They are joining a powerful movement that will change, forever, 
the lives of enslaved children. 

• The Sydney and Victoria/Tasmanian Archdiocesan anti-slavery taskforces are asking schools and parish 
communities to eat only slavery-free chocolate. 

• The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne is also converting to slavery-free tea and coffee.  

• St Vincent’s Health Australia is working towards slavery-free procurement of the goods and services used 
across their 32 sites. 

 

ACRATH’s President Sr Noelene Simmons SM said choosing slavery free chocolate was a simple gesture that had the 
potential to change lives.  ACRATH’s Executive Officer Christine Carolan said, “Let's make this a slavery-free Easter 
across Australia. Let's buy, eat and talk about slavery-free Easter chocolate and stop the exploitation of children on 
cocoa farms in West Africa.” 
 

There are now many slavery free certification labels on chocolate, as well as the three better-known symbols. 
Information about the other certifications and resources can be found at: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-
easter/ 
 

 
 

 

Those affected by abuse and misconduct by 
Church personnel need to be supported and 
encouraged to speak their truth. Their voices 
need to be heard. Disclosures of this nature 
should be made to the Professional Standards 
Office Qld, either by: 

Email Fill in a Professional Standards disclosure form (accessed via our website 
psoqld.catholic.net.au) and email it to psoqld@catholic.net.au 

 

Post Fill in a Professional Standards disclosure form and post it to us at: 
PO Box 3264, Brisbane  Qld  4001 

 

Phone 1800 337 928    OR      (07) 3324 3070  
 

Office hours 9.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday 
(excepting public holidays) 

 

 

With the events of Friday 15 March in 
Christchurch dominating the media, the 
sentencing of Cardinal Pell following his 
conviction on historical sexual abuse 
charges quickly dropped from view.    
However, regardless of how we 
perceive the matter involving Cardinal 
Pell, it is important to realise that steps 
are already being taken by the Church 
to support those affected by abuse and 
to prevent such abuse from recurring in 
the future.  The Catholic Professional 
Standards Office is one example of an 
initiative to help those affected.  Their 
contact details are provided for your 
information. 
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Gathering:  God of Day and God of Darkness   M Haugen  
 

God of day and God of darkness, 
Now we stand before the night; 
As the shadows stretch and deepen, 
Come and make our darkness bright. 

All creation still is groaning 
For the dawning of your might, 
When the Sun of peace and justice 
Fills the earth with radiant light. 
 

Show us Christ in one another, 
Make us servants strong and true; 

Give us all your love of justice, 
So we do what you would do. 
Let us call all people holy, 
Let us pledge our lives anew. 
Make us one with all the lowly, 
Let us all be one in you. 
© 1985, GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Penitential Rite:                        M Mangan 
 

Lord, you hear our cry for help and save us in your love. 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
 

Christ, you call us to repent so we may have new life. 
So we sing to you: 
 

Christ, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, you are the vinedresser, we are to bear good fruit. 
So we sing to you: 
 

Lord, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy on us. 
©:1995 and 2019 Litmus Productions.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-
62451e 
 

Psalm: The Lord is kind and Merciful          C Smith 
 

Response: The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

My soul give thanks to the Lord 
All my being bless his holy name. 
My soul give thanks to the Lord 
And never forget all his blessings. 
 

It is He who forgives all your guilt 

Who heals every one of your ills 
Who redeems your life from the grave; 
Who crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

The Lord does deeds of justice; 
Gives judgment for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 

And his deeds to the children of Israel. 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
Slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

So strong is his love for those who fear him. 
© 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENCE #A-62451e  
 

Verse before the Gospel:    
 

All praise, all glory, all blessing, to our most high God 
You alone deserve honour and praise, Holy loving God. 
©: 1988 OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

The Apostles’ Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Nurture your life within us, O God. 

Acclamation:    

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 
 

Communion: Song of The Body of Christ             D Haas 
 

We come to share our story, 
We come to break the bread. 
We come to know our rising from the dead. 
 

We come as your people, we come as your own. 
United with each other, love finds a home. 
 

We are called to heal the broken, to be hope for the poor. 
We are called to feed the hungry at our door. 
 

Bread of life and cup of promise, 
In this meal we all are one. 
In our dying and our rising, 
May your kingdom come. 
 

You will lead and we shall follow, 
You will be the breath of life. 
Living water,  
We are thirsting for your light. 
©:1989, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
 

Thanksgiving: Tree Of Life             M Haugen  
 

Tree of Life and awesome mystery, 
In your death we are reborn. 
Though you die in all of history, 

Still you rise with every morn. 
Still you rise with every morn. 
 

Light of life beyond conceiving,  
Mighty Spirit of our Lord; 
Give new strength to our believing, 

Give us faith to live your word. 
 

Living water of salvation 
Be the fountain of each soul; 
Springing up in new creation, 
Flow in us and make us whole. 
©: 1984. GIA Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-62451e 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Recessional: A New Heart for A New World   
                                                                                              T Watts/M O’Brien 
Create a new heart, holy Lord, 
Beckon our lives through your word, 
Open our eyes to your call, 
United as one for your world. 
Heighten our minds to your thoughts, 
Heal us of pride and of hurt, 
May we go forth in your name, 
We pray our hearts change. 
 

The heart of the cross, lowly and poor, calls us on. 
Lord, it is you promising hope, promising truth. 
©1985, Willow Connections. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE#-A-62451e 
 

              

 

(Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy [ICEL].  All rights reserved) 
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